Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



■ 

I 

1 

i 



o 



SPIKIT OF 76 



IN 



RHODE ISLAND 

OB, 

SKETCHES OF THE EFFORTS 



OF THE 



GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 



nr THB 



to at of tl)e Eet)0luti0ti» 



TOGETHER TOH THE NAMES OP THOSE WHO BELONGED TO RHODE 

ISLAND REGIMENTS IN THB ARMY. 



WITH BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES, 

BEMINISCENCES, &C., &C. 



By benjamin jaOWELL. 



^BOSTON: 

A. J. WBIGHT, PBINTEB, NO. 3 WAIEB STBEBT. 

1850. 




HS:i^^Q335 






/ 



'"> .-. 



Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1850, 

By benjamin COWELL, 

in the Clerk's Office in the District Conrt of the 

Bhode Island District 



TO JOHN HOWLAND, ESQ., 



PRESIDENT OP THE R. I. HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Sir,— 

I take ' the liberty to dedicate this hnmble effort to yon, as one of the snr- 
vivors of the Army of the Bevolntion, and one from whom I have received much 
valuable information relative to onr Revolutionary History, and to whom I am 
indebted for many acts of kindness, hoping that it may meet with your in- 
dulgent approval, and assist to perpetuate the remembrance of that glorious 
struggle for liberty and independence in which Rhode Island took such a 
conspicuous part. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Tour obedient servant, 

Benjamin Cowell. 

Providence, Feb, 9tA, 1860. 



TO THE READER. 



For a number of years past the Author has been engaged in the 
prosecution of claims growing out of the war of the Revolution, and 
has collected, in consequence, a large number of documents* Some 
of these will be found in the following pages, as published for the 
first time. Among the more important of this class are the follow- 
ing :— 

1st. Dr. Benjamin Church's traitorous letter, as decyphered in 
1775. This relic was found among the papers of a deceased officer. 

2d. Extracts from the Journal of Major Simeon Thayer, relative 
to the storming of Quebec, Dec. 31st, 1775. 

3d. The proceedings of the New England Committees, at Provi- 
dence, in December, 1776. 

4lh. Correspondence between Gov. Cooke and General Washing- 
ton, relative to the raising of the Rhode Island Brigade, in 1777. 

5th. The proceedings of the Springfield Convention, in 1777. 

6th. The Report of the Committee of the Legislature of Rhode 
Island, in 1785, appointed to ascertain the amount of depreciation 
due the officers and soldiers of the R. I. Brigade of State Troops. 

N. B. This depreciation is still due from the U. States, amount- 
ing to more than sixty thousand pounds ! The names, and the sum 
due each individual, is published. The Author has done this es- 
pecially for the benefit of claimants, whether for depreciation or 
pensions. A brief history of these claims is also added, &:c., &c. 
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History has rendered but partial justice to the efforts of 
Rhode Island during our Revolutionary struggle. No state 
made greater sacrifices — ^no state furnished more men in pro- 
portion to its population— none more money in proportion to 
its wealth ; and she had the honor of furnishing a General, 
second only to the immortal Commander-in-Chief. Next to 
Washington stood General Greene, in all those traits of char- 
acter deemed so essential in a commander of an army. 

This little state was the seat of war for nearly three years. 
From December, 1776, to November, 1779, the enemy held 
possession of Newport and the greater part of the island of 
Rhode Island ; and during all that time his ships-of-war had 
the command of our beautiful bay, and he landed his men on 
its shores whenever plunder and devastation was an object. 
Night and day incursions were made from the ships — towns 
near the shores were bombarded and burnt, and on one night 
alone, as the writer was told by an old soldier, when on guard 
on an eminence near " Updikes Newtown," he counted five 
fires in various directions, which afterwards were ascertained 
to have been the burning of houses and barns by the enemy. 
Nor was this the worst part of the picture. The tones would 
furnish the necessary information where there was a herd of 
cattle or a flock of sheep, and in many cases act as guides to 
the enemy in their marauding excursions. With such an en- 
emy had the men of Rhode Island to contend ! 

From December, 1776, to the summer of 1777, almost every 
man liable by law, or not liable, to perform military duty, was 
called out to guard the shores until troops from other states 
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could come to their relief, when their duty became less ardu- 
ous. Permanent regiments were also raised in this state for 
the defence of " Rhode Island in particular." 

The women also of Rhode Island, with all the sympathies 
peculiar to their sex, took an active part in sustaining the 
" great cause," and a more noble race of women never ex- 
isted. History can furnish but few instances of greater sacri- 
fices and efforts than were made by them to aid their country. 
Mothers and daughters not only performed all the necessary 
work m-doors^ but much of the out-door labor on the farms 
was done by them while their husbands and brothers were 
at the camp. We could fill a volume with what we have 
been told by them of their eflbrts, their sacrifices, their anxie- 
ties, their feelings and sufierings, in the great struggle for 
Independence, since the first act of Congress was passed, 
granting pensions to the widows of ojficers and soldiers of the 
Revolution. We will mention a few specimens of female ef- 
forts, and add their names as a tribute to their memory. 

DORCAS MATTESON. 

Dorcas Matteson, of Coventry, widow of David, was the 
mother of nineteen children, was married in 1770, and, at the 
time she made an application for a pension, was ninety-one 
years of age, yet her mind and memory were as bright as if 
she had been only thirty. This lady informed the writer of 
some of the eflbrts she made, and privations she endured, to 
sustain the " glorious cause." Among other things, she said : 
In Sullivan's memorable expedition in 1778, in ** hay time," 
she went into the meadow, pillowed her baby on some hay in 
the shade, and went to work ; and, with the help of a lad not 
old enough to bear arms, raked together and loaded hay, and 
put it in the barn, while her husband was at the "camp," 
and this business she followed for some days. But 
this was nothing in comparison with her suffering and anxi- 
eties during the battle on Rhode Island in August following. 
She could distinctly hear the roar of the cannon, and could 
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almost fancy she saw the clashing of swords; and, know- 
ing her husband to be such a *' liberty man," could almost see 
him falling a victim to British bayonets in the contest. But 
he returned in a few days after his time expired, safe and 
sound, with only one bullet hole about him, made in retreat- 
ing from the Island. Fortunately that bullet was arrested by 
a small cheese she had a few days before sent him, and which 
he had crowded into his knapsack. 

ABIGAL SALISBURY. 

Abigal Salisbury, of Barrington, widow of George, who 
was Sergeant of a guard stationed at Rumstick Point, was 
another choice specimen of female patriotism. She was one 
HUNDRED YEARS of age wheu she applied for a pension, was 
married fifteen years before the war, and she, too, took an 
active part in the struggle for Independence, and knit stock- 
ings for the whole guard. Indeed, she was so fond of knitting 
that she continued it until her death. She showed the writer 
a pair of stockings she knit after she was one hundred years 
of age. 

SARAH DYER. 

Sarah Dyer, widow of Anthony Dyer, of Glocester, was 
another heroine of the Revolution. Her husband was a subal- 
tern in a corps called the " Captain General's Cavaliers," an 
independent corps, chartered in 1775 expressly to fight the 
British ; and it had as much fight in it as if it had been com- 
posed of Cossacks. She was ninety-three years old when she 
made an application for a pension, was married in 1763, and 
her descendants are now among the most wealthy and respect- 
able citizens of Providence. 

She informed tlie writer of many incidents which took 
place, and the ejQForts she made to sustain the *' glorious 
cause." She, too, like Mrs. Matteson, went into the meadow 
in *4iay time,'' raked and loaded hay, hoed and gathered in 
potatoes, and harvested corn ; and she said she did it "cheer- 
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fully," although it was rather laborious to do both '*mea 
and women's work " at the same time, or on the same day. 
Although' ninety-three years of age when the writer was ac- 
quainted with her, yet her mind was active and her memory 
good, and she could go into the details of many of the most 
memorable events of the war. 

ANNA ALDRICH. 

Anna Aldrich, widow of Israel Aldrich, of Smithfield, was 
another of our Revolutionary mothers. Her efforts were 
marked J)y a zeal and perseverance which would do honor to 
a Roman matron. She was eighty-nine years of age when 
she applied for a pension, and was married in 1773. She 
gave the writer a sketch of her Revolutionary history ; and if 
the women of the present day had to endure the hardships, in 
the absence of their husbands, she endured, very few would 
arrive to the great age she did, and with a mind and memory 
so little impaired even at the time she claimed the benefit of 
the pension Acts. She carried her baby into the field — cra- 
dled it in the boughs of a tree, secured in a blanket from 
reptiles — so that literally, in the words of an old nursery 
song, '* When the wind blew, the cradle would rock ; '' and 
during the summer of 1777 she hoed corn and potatoes, raked 
hay, pulled flax, milked cows, made butter and cheese, mend- 
ed the fences on the farm, raised three or four hundred weight 
of pork, fatted a ** beef creature," and did the work on the farm 
generally — whatever her husband would have done had he 
been at home. Such was one of our Revolutionary mothers. 
Can it be thought strange that our Revolutionary fathers suc- 
ceeded, when they were thus seconded by such wives? 

There is one fact, which we will mention in this connection, 
respecting the mothers of the Revolution. We have generally 
found that they preferred to bear the names of their patriotic 
husbands, after they became widows, to a second marriage. — 
Our professional acquaintance with them has been such, that 
we can vouch for the truth of this fact, and, among others, we 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 11 

will mention one instance. Molly Bowers was ninety-six 
years of age when she applied for a pension, and was married 
in 1771. She was the widow of Asa Bowers, who died with 
the small pox on his march from Providence to Ticonderoga, 
in 1776. She had been a widow sixty years when she ap- 
plied for a pension in 1836 ! Few, perhaps, had been in wid- 
owhood so long as Molly, but it was common to notice they 
had been widows from twenty to thirty years. 

It is true, however, that some widows of the Revolution 
married a second time, but it is equally true that the memory 
of their^r^^ husbands was the most tenderly respected. We 
will mention otie instance of this kind. Whoever has visited 
" Diamond Hill," in Cumberland, must have noticed a hill of 
almost equal height directly opposite, on the west side of the 
road. Up this hill led a winding, rough and rocky path, 
hardly passable for a carriage, and quite on the summit lived 
Hannah Tower, formerly the widow of William Emerson, 
Sergeant in the war of the Revolution. She was ninety-two 
years of age when the writer climbed up this hill to her house, 
to take her declaration on her claim for a pension, it being 
necessary, by the rules of the War Department, that such 
declarations should be made in Court or before a Judge. She 
was married to William in 1778, when he was in service. — 
After the war was over, here William lived and here he died, 
and in a sacred spot near her house was his grave. She took 
the writer to the spot, and, with all the warmth of youthful 
affection, observed, " Here lies my William: a nobler and bet- 
ter man never lived, and by his side I intend to be buried. — 
He was my guardian protector in the hour of danger." On 
his grave-stone was a suitable inscription to his memory, his 
marriage, his death, his "deeds of daring" in battle, &c. 
The old lady could never be persuaded to quit this spot, and it 
is presumed never did until her death. Here was the true 
spirit of a Rhode Island wife in the days of the Revolution ! 

As was before observed, the writer could fill a volume of 
these reminiscences of Rhode Island women during the war; 
and the above are specimens merely of that female energy ex- 
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hibited by them, and they are now given without any dis- 
paragement to hundreds of others. Indeed, we might add 
that all the ladies, married and unmarried, were engaged, in 
one way or another, in sustaining the great cause of Hberty. 
While some were at work on farms, others were engaged in 
making clothes for the army, or administering to the wants of 
the sick and wounded. But his principal object was to pay a 
tribute to the memory of the "sterner sex" during our Rev- 
olutionary struggle, and to collect the materials, and exhibit 
at one view, the efforts of the Government and people, and to 
publish the names, so far as they have come to his knowledge, 
of those who belonged to Rhode Island and enlisted in the 
army, as well as such historical and biographical sketches as 
would exhibit their predominant spirit in the cause ; and he 
will take each year by itself, beginning with the year seventeen 
hundred and seventy-five. 
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SECTION I. 
[1775.] 

Soon after the battle of Lexington, April 19th, 1775, a spirit 
of resistance throughout the whole country was awakened ; — 
blood had been spilt, and it called forth the most determined 
opposition to British tyranny. Men met together as if by in- 
stinct, without any previous call, in work-shops, in taverns, 
in town-houses, highways and byways, and determined, by 
the aid of the Almighty, to avenge the high-handed butchery. 
As the news spread, it touched the heart to the quick — it 
ronsed the energies of the soul to the highest tone of feeling, 
and to most manly and lofty action. The mechanic left his 
shop and took his gun — the farmer dropped his implements of 
husbandry and left the field. The writer was told by one in 
particular, who, when the news was brought to him, was 
" sowing oats." — He immediately left all, called his company 
together, (he was Captain of militia,) and, before sunset, was on 
his march to Boston, at their head. Boston was soon surround- 
ed by a large army, determined the enemy should not have 
another opportunity to send detachments into the country to 
burn and destroy. It was soon after this memorable event 
that John Hancock, who always carried his purse in one hand 
and his life in the other, at a secret caucus held in an "old 
barn," where the friends of liberty were discussing the best 
mode of expelling the British from Boston, exclaimed, " Burn 
Boston, and make John Hancock a beggar, if necessary to ac- 
complish this object ! " How different this from the conduct 
of many of the rich men of those days ! 

Immediately after the battle of Lexington, the Legislature 
of Rhode Island were called together to devise ways and 
means to defend the country, and they passed an act to raise 
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fifteen hundred men, and to be raised as soon as possible. — 
But Gov. Wanton, who was a tory, and had been from the 
commencement of the troubles, protested against it. This pro- 
test was signed by Joseph Wanton, Darius Sessions, Thomas 
Weeks and William Potter. Sessions was Deputy Governor, 
and the other two Senators. The attempt, therefore, to raise a 
Brigade, was defeated. But in May, T5, following, the Leg- 
islature of Rhode Island, which had been then recently 
chosen, met at Providence, and a very great majority were in 
favor of enlisting men immediately to send to the relief of 
Boston ; but a difficulty occurred — How was this to be done ? 
This colony was a British colony, and owed allegiance to the 
King of Great Britain ; and if troops were raised to fight His 
Majesty's troops, it was " treason and rebellion," &c., &c. 
This difficulty, however, was soon surmounted. The troops 
to be raised were to be called the ^^ Army of Observation,^^ 
They were enlisted into ** His Majesty's servic^^'* to serve until 
the end of December following. The form of the enlistment 
was rather a curiosity. It run as follows : — 

" May, 1775. 

** And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforesaid, That each Soldier be enlisted by signing the follow- 
ing enlistment, to wit: I, the subscriber, hereby solemnly 
engage and enlist myself as a Soldier in His Majesty's service, 
and in the pay of the Colony of Rhode Island, for the preser- 
vation of the Liberties of America, from the day of my 
enlistment to the last day of December next, unless the service 
admit of a discharge sooner, which shall be at the discretion of 
the General Assembly ; and I hereby promise to submit my- 
self to all the orders and regulations of the Army, and faith- 
fully to observe and obey all such orders as I shall receive 
from time to time from my Officers." 

It will be seen that this form of enlistment carried loyalty 
on its face at least, and it moreover dissipated all the fears of 
the timid about enlisting. 

But another difficulty arose. Gov. Wanton was a tory. — 
He had recently been elected Governor, but had been pro- 
hibited from taking the oath of office by the General Assem- 
bly, in consequence of his sympathies with the British ; there 
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was, therefore, no Governor to sign the commissions. But 
this difficulty, too, was soon overcome. The Assembly passed 
a special act, authorizing the Secretary to sign all the commis- 
sions, which should make them as valid as if signed by the 
Governor. All the commissions of the officers of the Army of 
Observation were, therefore, signed only by ** Henry Ward, 
Secretary." In October following, however, the office of 
Governor was declared vacant. This was a bold move of the 
Legislature, but the times justified it. This act is so unique 
in its character, that it is not deemed improper to recite it in 
this connection : — 

" October, 1775. 

" An Act, declaring the office of Governor 
of this Colony vacant. 

" Whereas this General Assembly, at the session held at 
Providence on the first Wednesday of May last, made and 
passed an Act (for divers weighty reasons therein mentioned) 
to prevent the Hon. Joseph Wanton, who was chosen Governor 
of this Colony at the general election held on the first Wednes- 
day of May, from acting in said office, which Act hath been 
continued from session to session until now, without proceed- 
ing to declare said office vacant, from a tender regard to said 
Joseph Wanton, and in order to give him an opportunity of 
making due satisfaction for his former conduct, and of con- 
vincing this General Assembly of his friendly disposition to 
the United Colonies in general, and this Colony in particular. 

" And whereas the said Joseph Wanton, by the whole course 
of his behavior since the passing of said Act, hath continued 
to demonstrate that he is inimical to the rights and liberties of 
America, and is thereby totally unfit to sustain said office : 
And whereas the calamities of the present times make it 
necessary for the General Assembly to avail themselves of the 
advantages given them by Charter and the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Constitution. 

This General Assembly do therefore resolve and declare, and 
by authority thereof it is resolved and declared, that the said 
Joseph Wanton hath justly forfeited the office of Governor of 
this Colony, and that thereby said office has become vacant." 

As soon as the office of Governor was declared vacant, the 
Deputy Governor, Nicholas Cooke, acted as Governor until 
the spring of 1776, when he was chosen Governor at the geQ- 



16 [1775.] 

eral election, which office he held for several years to the 
satisfaction of the friends of liberty. He was faithful to the 
trusts reposed in him — faithful to his friends, and faithful to 
his country. The writer has had many of his official letters 
placed in his hands, but was obliged to part with them to sub- 
stantiate claims on Government. Two of his daughters mar- 
ried distinguished officers of the Revolution. One married 
Lieutenant Colonel Jeremiah Olney, of the Rhode Island Line, 
and the other, Asa Waterman, Esq., a Commissary of Issues. 
The officers appointed for the Army of Observation, and 
Committee of Safety, were as follows : — 

THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

William^ Richmond, Esq., for the County of Newport; Mr. 
John Smith and Daniel Tillinghast, Esqs., for the County of 
Providence; John Northup, Esq., for the County of Kings 
County; William Bradford, Esq., for the County of Bristol; 
Mr. Jacob Greene for the County of Kent. 

OFFICERS OF THE ARMY OF OBSERVATION. 

Nathaniel Greene, Jr., Esq., Brigadier General, afterwards 
Major General and Quarter Master General in the U. S. 
Army; Peter Phillips, Esq., Commissary ; Thomas Church, 
Esq., Colonel of the Regiment to be raised in the counties of 
Newport and Bristol; Daniel Hitchcock, Esq., Colonel of the 
Regiment to be raised in the county of Providence; James 
Mitchell Varnum, Esq., Colonel of the Regiment to be raised 
in the counties of Kings County and Kent, (Col. Varnum was 
afterwards promoted to be General of Brigade) ; William 
Turner Miller, Esq., Lieutenant Colonel of the Regiment to be 
raised in the counties of Newport and Bristol ; Ezekiel Cor- 
nell, Esq., Lieutenant Colonel of the Regiment to be raised in 
the County of Providence, afterwards General of R. I. Brig- 
ade; James Babcock, Esq., Lieutenant Colonel of the Regi- 
ment of Kings County and Kent ; John Forrester, Esq., Major 
of the Regiment of Newport and Bristol ; Israel Angell, Esq., 



[1776.] 17 

Major of the Regiment of Providence, afterwards promoted to 
the rank of Colonel in the U. S. Army ; Christopher Green, 
Esq., Major of the Regiment of Kings County and Kent, 
afterwards Colonel in the U. S. Army ; John Crane, Captain, 
and Joseph Balch, Captain Lieutenant, of the Train of Ar- 
tillery. 

William Ladd, Captain Lieutenant, Nathaniel Church, 
Lieutenant, and Cornelius Briggs, Ensign, of the Colonel's 
Company of the Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Mathew Allen, Captain Lieutenant, James Smith, Lieuten- 
ant, and James Brown, Jr., Ensign, of the Lieutenant Colonel's 
Company of the Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

John Topham, (afterwards Colonel,) Captain Lieutenant, 
George Tennant, Lieutenant, and Stephen Tripp, Ensign, of 
the Major's Company of the Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Sion Martindale, Captain, Benjamin Diamon, Lieutenant, 
and James Child, (the second,) Ensign, of a Company in the 
Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Thomas Tew, Captain, Jonathan Simmons, Lieutenant, and 
Christopher Bennet, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment 
of Newport and Bristol. 

Jonathan Brownell, Captain, Sylvanus Shaw, Lieutenant, 
and Godfrey Brown, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment 
of Newport and Bristol. 

Benjamin Seabury, Captain, Gilbert Manchester, Lieuten- 
ant, and Israel Church, Ensign, of a Company in the 
Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Simeon Thayer,* (afterwards Major,) Captain Lieutenant, 
John Spurr, Lieutenant, and William Potter, Ensign, of the 
Colonel's Company of the Regiment of Providence. 

Stephen Kimball, Captain Lieutenant, Jonathan Smith, 
Lieutenant, and George Dorrance, Jr., Ensign, of the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel's Company of the Regiment of Providence. 

John Field, Captain Lieutenant, David Richmond, Lieuten- 
ant, and Samuel Black, Ensign, of the Major's Company of 
the Regiment of Providence. 

* See Note A, Appendix. 
2 
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Andrew Waterman, Captain, AVilliam Aldrich, Lieutenant, 
and David Dexter, Jr., Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment 
of Providence. 

John Angell, Captain, Coggeshall Olney, Lieutenant, and 
Stephen Oiney, (afterwards Captain,) Ensign, of a Company 
in the Regiment of Providence. 

Christopher Ohiey, Captain, Ephraim Bowen, Jr., Lieu- 
tenant, (afterwards Deputy Quarter Master General,) and 
Cyprian Sterry, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of 
Providence. 

Jeremiah Olney, Captain, (afterwards Lieutenant Colonel in 
the U. S. Army,) Levi Tower, Lieutenant, and Nathaniel 
Field, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of Providence.' 

Nathaniel Blackmar, Captain, Samuel Thornton, Lieuten- 
ant, and Abraham Tourtellot, Ensign, of a Company in the 
Regiment of Providence. 

Archibald Crary, (afterwards Colonel in R. L Brigade,) 
Captain Lieutenant, and John Singer Dexter, (afterwards Ma- 
jor in U. S. Army,) Lieutenant, of the Colonel's Company of 
the Regiment of Kings County and Kent. 

John Hoxie, Captain Lieutenant, Jonathan Bates, Jr., Lieu- 
tenant, and Joseph Holloway, Ensign, of the Lieutenant 
Colonel's Company of the Regiment of Kings County and 
Kent. 

Edmund Johnson, Captain Lieutenant, John Reynolds, 
Lieutenant, John Holden, (son of Charles,) Ensign, of the 
Major's Company of the Regiment of Kings County and 
Kent. 

Thomas Holden, Captain, Joseph Barton, Lieutenant, and 
Joseph Arnold, (son of Caleb,) Ensign, of a Company in the 
Regiment of Kings County and Kent. 

Samuel Ward, Jr. Captain, Elijah Lewis, Lieutenant, and 
Joshua Collins, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of 
Kings County and Kent. 

James Gardiner, Captain, Thomas Phillips, Lieutenant, and 
Samuel Bissell, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of 
Kings County and Kent. 
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Christopher Gardner, Jr., Captain, Nathaniel Hawkins, 
Lieutenant, and William Potter, (son of Ichabod,) Ensign, of 
a Company in the Regiment of Kings County and Kent. 

John Randall Captain, Oliver Clark, Lieutenant, and 
Stephen Wells, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of 
Kings County and Kent. 

As soon as the Act for raising the Army of Observation was 
passed, and the officers commissioned, it was immediately car- 
ried into eflect. The companies were soon filled, and the 
troops soon on their march to " Prospect Hill,'' near Boston. 
In June following six additional companies were ordered to be 
raised to enlarge the army, and placed under the same Gene- 
ral Officers, and to serve for the same length of time. The 
officers of these companies were as follows. 

Both Houses being joined in Grand Committee, chose the 
following officers, to wit: — 

OFFICERS TO COMMAND THE SIX ADDITIONAL COMPANIES OF THE 

ARMY OF OBSERVATION. 

Ebenezer Flagg, Captain, Joseph Perry, Lieutenant, Noel 
Allen, Ensign, of the Eighth Company to be raised in the 
Counties of Newport and Bristol. 

Thomas Grey, Captain, Lemuel Baily, Lieutenant, William 
Southworth, Ensign, of the Ninth Company to be raised in 
the Counties of Newport and Bristol. 

Levi Tower, Captain, Silas Talbut, Lieutenant, Reuben 
Sprague, Ensign, of the Ninth Company to be raised in the 
County of Providence. 

Israel Gorton, Captain, James Williams, Lieutenant, Joseph 
Harris Ensign, of the Tenth Company to be raised in the 
County of Providence. 

Ethan Clark, Captain, Thomas Cole, Lieutenant, John 
Woodmansie, Ensign, of the Ninth Company to be raised in 
the Counties of Kings County and Kent. 

Christopher Smith, Captain, Thomas Sweet, Lieutenant, 
Oliver Tew, Ensign, of the Tenth Company to be raised in 
the Counties of Kings County and Kent. 
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These companies were soon filled up, and on their march to 
join the grand army near Boston. Never, perhaps, had " His 
Majesty" an army sooner enlisted into his service, and 
equipped, than the '' Army of Observation" of Rhode Island, 
in 1775. 

The blood of the martyrs at Lexington was as *' seed," 
which was soon scattered over the whole country ; and it fell 
on ** good soil" in every part of the land, and, by the blessing 
of God, ^'brought forth fruit abundantly." A fire was 
kindled in the hearts of men which burnt up the tory " stub- 
ble" in every colony, and was not extinguished until Great 
Britain herself acknowledged our Independence, based upon 
the principle that, ** Whenever any form of Government be- 
comes destructive of its ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its 
foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most hkely to efiect their 
safety and happiness." 

It is to be extremely regretted that the rolls of the rank and 
file of the several companies of the Army of Observation have 
not been preserved. The writer has never been able to find 
but two — Captain Jeremiah Olney's and Captain Stephen 
Kimbairs. None are found in the archives of the state. The 
above companies are as follows, both belonging to Col. Hitch- 
cock's Regiment : 

LIST OF 4th company IN COL. HITCHCOCK's REGIMENT. 

Jeremiah Olney, Captain, Collins Roberts, 

Amos Jencks, Lieutenant, Joseph Collins, 

Nehemiah Field, Ensign, David Knight, 

Holiman Potter, 1st Sergeant, Obadiah Bridges, 

Thomas Knight, Jr., 2d do. Samuel Eldrich, 

Benjamin Wood, ] Joseph Briggs, 

Silas Howard, ( ^ , Rufus Knight, 

Naman Bishop, ( ^^^P^rais, Nathan White, 

Jere Burlingame, J Eleazer Randall, 

John Phillips, Drummer, Oliver Jencks, 

Nathan Waterman, Fifer, Joel Whipple, 

John Manchester, Abel Aldrich, 



[1775.] 



21 



Ichabod Richmond, 
John Grant, Jr. 
Stephen Edwards, 
William Taylor, Jr. 
William Jeffers, 
Paskow Autsin, 
Simon Jeffers, 
Caleb Nichols, 
John Fuller, 
Caleb Steer, 
George King, 
Thomas Weaver, 
Oliver Weeks, 
Joseph Bennett, 
Stukely Westcott, 
Edward Daw, 
Christopher Collins, 
William King, 



Allen Briggs, 
Eleazer Clark, 
Peter Cappell, 
Stukely Thornton, 
Elisha Sarle, 
Thomas Colvin, Jr. 
Solomon Dailey, 
John Booth, 
Thomas Sarle, Jr. 
Benjamin Gorton, 
William Edwards, 
James Stone, 
Edward Bennett, 
Phillip Morris, 
James Wood, 
Joseph Angell, 
Waterman Randall, 
Oliver Bisshop, 



CAPTAIN STEPHEN KIMBALL'S COMPANY. 



Jonathan Smith, Lieutenant, 

Nehemiah Angell, Ensign, 

Nathan Olney, 

Timothy Hopkins, } Sergeants, 

Isaac Medbury, 

William Arnold, ) 

Othniel Arnold, > Corporals, 

Phillip Salsbury, ) 

Thomas Bickford, 

Jabez Arnold, 

Elisha Ormsbury, 

Squire Bucklen, 

Benjamin Arnold, 

Charles Brown, 

Solomon Biirlinggame, 

Zacariah Basset, 

James Blancher, 

Joseph Bozworth, 

Amaziah Blackmar, 

Benjamin Boss, 

Rufus Chapman, 

Caleb Colegrove, 

Zepheniah Coman, 

Morris Corkern, 



Samuel Singelton, 
Jonathan Dolbey, 
William Edmans, 
Bethuel Curtis, 
Abel Ford, 
Joel Hopkins, 
Oliver Hopkins, 
Thomas Pearce, 
Homes Perkins, 
David Remock, 
John Swain, 
Perrigreen Smith, 
Israel Shippey, 
Thomas Thornton, 
David Whitman, 
John Whitman, 
Joseph Williams, 
John Walker, 
Nathan Walker, 
Jeremiah Wescot, 
Comfort Weatherhead, 
Ephrean Hopkins, 
James Wescot, 
Jolham Hawkins, 
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Ruben Hines, 
Jeremiah Walling, 
Hezekiah Medbury, 



Pain Hines, 
Abel Hornton, 
Abram Jones. 



After the enlistments of this army expired, December 31, 
they were again mostly enlisted for one year, under the au- 
thority of the Continental Congress. Of this " year's service '' 
we have only the names of one company. 

List of merCs names ^ ^c, enlisted under Capt Jeremiah Ol- 
ney^ upon the new establishment in the Continental Army. 



Stulcely Thornton, 

John Booth, 

Joseph Angell, 

William Edwards, 

Oliver Jencbs, 

George King, 

Ichabod Richmond, 

Obadiah Bridges, 

Edward Bennett, 

Nathan White, 

Samuel Eldridg, 

William Jeffers, 

Oliver Tew, 

Phillip Morris, 

Edward Daw, 

Ebenezer Moors, 

Joseph Bozworth, 

Francis Haynes, (Drummer,) 

William Hall, 

Charles White, 

Joseph Baker, 

John Harris, 

William King, 

Eleazer Clark, 

James \y'hite, 

John Vilbert, 

Benjamin Eptom, 

Ichabod Comstock, 

William Blythe, (Pifer,) 

Jonathan Cook, 

Nathaniel Hearthen, 

John Townsend, 

George Richardson, 

Retire Whittemore, 

Samuel Oakman, 



James Hall, 
Joseph West, 
John Peirce, 
Jonathan Bawd, 
Jedediah Bass, (Sergeant,) 
Joseph Majury, 
Daniel Fry, 
William Vibert, 
John Bishop, 
Benjamin Bartholomew, 
Daniel Williams, 
Daniel Delano, 
Benjamin Webb, 
Benjamin Pease, 
John Young, 
John Foot, 
Joseph Gardner, 
James Lepthorn, 
Thomas Tillern, 
Samuel Calley, 
John Melzard, 
Manuel Knight, 
Joseph Rounday, 
John Foster, 
John English, 
Samuel Armstrong, 
Thomas Madicks, 
Thomas Melzard, 
Moses Masy, 
Asa Farrar, 
Thomas Gardner, 
Samuel Ayers, 
David Morse, 
George Pike, 
Richard Pittiduck. 
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In October, 1775, the General Assembly ordered another 
Regiment to be raised for one year. It consisted of twelve 
companies, containing seven hundred and fifty men. It was 
taken into Continental pay, and the ofiicers received conti- 
nental commissions, when the Regiment marched to the west- 
ward in September, 1776. The officers appointed were as 
follows : 

October, 1775. general officers. 

William Richmond, Colonel. 
Gideon Hoxie, Lieutenant Colonel. 
Benjamin Tall man. Major. 

1st Company. Caleb Gardner, Captain. 

Benj. Fry, Lieutenant, afterwards Captain. 
Jonathan Wallen, Ensign. 

2d Company. Peter Church, Captain. 

Caleb Case, Lieutenant. 
Peleg Heath, Ensign. 

3d Company. Job Pearce, Captain. 

Malichi Hammett, Lieutenant. 
Benj. Burlingame, Ensign. 

4th Company. Thomas Wells, 2d, Captain. 

Augustus Stanton, Lieutenant. 
Peleg Berry, Ensign. 

5th Company. Christopher Manchester, Captain. 

Walter Palmer, Lieutenant. 
Jonathan Duval, Ensign. 

6th, Colonel's Company. 

William Barton, Captain Lieutenant. 
Charles Lippitt, Lieutenant. 
Squire Fisk, Ensign. 

7th, Lieut. Colonel's Company. 

James Wallace, Captain Lieutenant. 
John Rogers, Lieutenant. 
William Davis, Ensign. 

8th, Major's Company. 

Charles Dyer, Captain Lieutenant. 
Zerubabel Westcoat, Lieutenant. 
Royal Smith, Ensign. 
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9th Company. Josiah Gibbs, Jr, Captain. 

John Holden, Lieutenant. 
Phillip Arnold, Ensign. 

10th Company. Cornelius Briggs, Captain. 

Lemuel Bailey, Lieutenant. 
Benjamin Church, Ensign. 

11th Company. Benjamin Diamond, Captain. 

James Smith, Lieutenant. 
Isaac Easlip, Ensign. 

12th Company. Samuel Phillips, Captain. 

Paul Hanington, Lieutenant. 
Benjamin West, Ensign. 

John Handy, Quartermaster. 

Christopher Olney, Major of Brigade. 

John Bartlett, Surgeon. 

Joseph Rhodes, Surgeon's Mate. 

Ebenezer Richmond, " 

John Chace, '* 

When this Regiment was taken into Continental pay, their 
officers were as follows : 

Captains. Thomas Wells, Christopher Manchester, James 
Wallace, Josiah Gibbs, Jr., Benjamin Diamond, Samuel 
Phillips, Jr., Caleb Carr, Abimlich Briggs, Malachi Hammet, 
Royal Smith, Lemuel Bailey, and Jonathan Wallen. 

Lieutenants. Peleg Berry, Walter Palmer, Jonathan Du- 
val, Phillip Arnold, Phillip Traffan, Benjamin West, Samuel 
Stevens, Squire Fisk, Stephen Hopkins, Ebenezer Macomber, 
Benjamin Church, Aaron Smith. 

Ensigns. John Pearce, Peleg Simons, Jr., Benja. Bur- 
roughs, Elisha Parker, Benjamin Stelle, John Hardy, Samuel 
Hicks, Henry Alexander, Zephaniel Bovvers, Joseph Springer, 
Phillip Palmer, Moses Wetson. 

Benjamin Stelle, Adjutant, 

John Handy, Quartermaster, 

John Bartlett, Surgeon. 

It is to be regretted that the rolls of this Regiment have 
not been preserved in the archives of the state; only three 
have been found, and those in private families, viz. 
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Roll of Capt, William Manchester's Company, in Col, Wm» 

Richmond's Regiment, dated February 17 th, 1776. For 

places of residence, reference m,ust be had to original 

Rolls in writer's hands. 



Christopher Manchester, 
Peleg Simmons, 
Samuel Sawer, 
Job Clapp, 
William Earle, 
Walter Tabor, 
Phillip Tabor, 
Ichabod Tabor, 
John Round, 
Rowse Pearce, 
John Albert, 
John Wilcocks, 
John Pearce, 
Jedediah Maccomber, 
Josh Souk, 
Humphrey Potter, 
Abial Cook, 
Thompson Tabor, 
Joseph Lake, 
Thomas Stafford, 
London Hicks, 
John Brooks, 
Somerset Tompkins, 
Noah Palmer, 
Dwelly Coggeshall, 
John Knight, 
Thomas Dennis, 
Barnard Allen, 
George Telat, 



Robert Bayley, 
Prince Redwood, 
Thomas Buits, 
George Tabee, 
Simeon Cooke, 
Abraham Demos, 
Comfort Sierve, 
Primus Stafford, 
Benjamin Caudel, 
Edmund Case, 
Pardon Snell, 
Abraham Cook, 
Barnabus Hicks, 
Richard Pearce, 
Aaron Hart, 
Thomas Britman, 
Bagley Grennell, 
Nathaniel Pearce, 
Esaac Brownell, 
Obadiah Grennell, 
Cane Mowry, 
Josias Sawyer, 
Jeremiah Manchester, 
Melachi Grennell, 
Aron Grennell, 
John Salsbury, 
Aaron Suckesh, 
Thomas Ames, 
Robert Flintune. 



Roll of Capt. Caleb Carr's Company, Col William, Rich- 
monds Regiment, dated October 10th, 1776. 



Caleb Carr, (Captain,) 
Samuel Stevens, (Lieutenant,) 
Samuel Hicks, (Ensign,) 
Thomas Pearse, 
Consider Tripp, 
Nathaniel Humphrey, 
Samuel Bosworth, 
George Ox, 
Joseph Gladding, 



Gideon Hathaway, 
John Easterbrooks, 
Daniel Wardwell, 
William Wardwell, 
Constant Church, 
Walter Durfee, 
David Luther, 
Caleb Miller, 
Esex Jones, 
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John Norris, Gideon Read, 

Amos Lnther, Joseph Turner, 

Phillip Carr, WilUam Read, 

David Maxfield, Wilson Law, 

Wheaton Turner, John C. Cedrup, 

James Pike, Gideon Cole, 

Daniel Maxfield, Natha'l Humphrey, 2d, 

Samuel Martin, Nathaniel West, 

Nathaniel Wilson, John Sunday, 

Elisha Hathaway, Samuel Wheaton, 

Joseph Shana, Hicks West, 

John Pearse, Levi Cole, 

Hail Child, Asa West, 

James Bushee, Joseph Hathaway. 

Thomas Peck, John More. 

Benjamin Fry^s Company. 

We had a full Roll of this Company, but parted with it for 
the purpose of establishing pension claims. On a very imper- 
fect Roll we find the following names, **Capt. Pry's Com- 
pany, Col. Richmond's Regiment : " 

Joseph Jaques, Ingraham Brown, 

Henry Clanning, Benjamin Sisson, 

Isaac Stearns, Thomas Fisher, 

John Sparks, Noah Barker, 

Peter Howard, Peter Hayward, 

Benjamin Cornell, Joseph Rider, 

Wilham Hyer, Gideon Greenman, 

John Quick, Lawton Baker, 

John Hicks, John Peabody, 

James Merryham, Edward Clanning, 

Samuel Pokam, Joseph Whaley. 

In the preceding pages are the names of all the officers and 
soldiers we have been able to collect, who entered the army 
in 1775. The appointment of the officers was taken from the 
archives of the state, but no rolls of the non commissioned 
officers and privates have been preserved in the office of the 
Secretary. We obtained the preceding company rolls from 
private sources, the families of officers, and no doubt they 
are correct as far as they go. 

The right feeling and spirit prevailed in this state, and 
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there was no difficulty in filling up the ranks. Soldiers 
enlisted not for *' pay and rations,'' but to fight for liberty and 
independence, and to resist the tyranny of the British govern- 
ment. 

Before closing our little sketch of events in 1775, it may not 
be improper to notice a circumstance which occurred in Mas- 
sachusetts, which caused no little alarm, as well in that state 
as in Rhode Island. We allude to the treasonable defection 
of Dr. Benjamin Church, of Boston. This man sustained a 
high reputation, was ardent and zealous in the cause of Lib- 
erty and Independence, was a member of the General Court 
of Massachusetts, and at all times and on all occasions was 
among the foremost in opposing British tyranny ; he was also 
a man of great learning and skill in his profession ; such was 
his reputation that he received the appointment of Surgeon 
General and Director of the Hospital in the American army, — 
yet with all this, he was a traitor to the cause and to his coun- 
try. He was detected in holding a correspondence with the 
enemy. He was detected by the information drawn out by 
threats, from a young girl, by whom he sent one of his letters, 
written in cyphers, to a British oflacer. He was soon arrested, 
and upon examination made a confession of his being the author 
of the letter, but protested his innocence ; he confessed he wrote 
the letter, but not with any treasonable design, but to obtain in- 
formation from the enemy. His protestations, however, were 
not believed, — he was condemned and expelled from the Gen- 
eral Court, and removed from the office of Surgeon General 
and Director of Hospitals in the army, and sent to a Connec- 
ticut Jail ; subsequently, however, he was permitted to go 
with his family to the West Indies, but the vessel foundered 
at sea and all were lost. 

His letter was deciphered, and the following is a copy, 
which, it is believed, was never before published. This revo- 
lutionary relic, was found by the writer among some old pa- 
pers of a Revolutionary officer, and there is no doubt of its au- 
thenticity, — and it is his intention to place it, with a vast 
number of others, in the archives of some historical society, 
when he has done with4hem. 
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Letter deciphered as follows : — 

**I hope this will reach you, — three attempts have I made 
without success, — in ejffecting the last the man was discovered 
in attempting his escape, but fortunately, my letter was sewed 
in the waistband of his breeches ; he was confined a few days, 
during which time you may guess my feelings — but a little 
art, and a little cash, settled the matter. It is a month since 
my return from Philadelphia, — I went by the way of Provi- 
dence to visit Mother 

"The Committee for warlike stores made me a formal ten- 
der of 12 pieces of cannon, 18 and 24 pounders; they having 
took a previous resolution to make the offer to General Ward. 
To make a merit of my services, I sent them down, and when 
they received them, they sent them to Stoughton, to be out of 
danger, even though they had formed the resolution, as I be- 
fore hinted, of fortifying Bunker's Hill, which, together with 
the cowardice of the clumsy Col. Gerrish and Col. Seammons, 
was the lucky occasion of their defeat. 

" The affair happened before my return from Philadelphia. 
We lost 165, killed then and since died of the wounds; 120 
more now lie wounded, in the hospital, and will recover. — 
They boast you have 1400 killed and wounded in that action. 
You say the Rebels lost 1500 — I suppose with equal truth. 
The people of Connecticut are raving in the cause of Liberty ; 
a number of that Colony from the town of Stamford, robbed 
the King's stores at New York, with some small assistance 
the New Yorkers lent them ; these were growing turbulent. I 
counted 280 pieces of cannon, from 24 to 3 pounders, at Kings- 
bridge, which the committee had secured for the use of the 
Colonies. The Jerseys are not a whit behind Connecticut in 
zeal, — the Philadelphians exceed them both. I saw 2,200 men 
in review there by General Lee, consisting of Quakers and 
other inhabitants, in uniform, with a 1000 Riflemen and 40* 
who together, made a most warlike appearance. I mingled 
freely and frequently with the members of the Continental 
Congress, they were united and determined in opposition, and 

* Illegible. 
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appeared assured of success. Now to come home. The op- 
position is become formidable — 18,000 men, brave and deter- 
mined, with Washington and Lee at their head, are no con- 
temptible enemy. Adjutant Genl. Gates is indefatigable in 
arranging the army. Provisions are very plenty ; clothes are 
manufacturing in almost every town for the soldiers. 20 tons 
of Powder lately arrived at Philadelphia, Connecticut and 
Providence; upwards of 20 tons are now in camp. Saltpetre 
is made in every Colony. Powder Mills are erected and con- 
stantly employed in Philadelphia and New York. Volunteers 
of the first fortunes are daily flocking to the camp — 1000 Rifle- 
men in two or three days. Recruits are now levying to aug- 
ment the army to 22,000 men. 10,000 Militia are appointed 
in this Government to appear on the first summons. The Bills 
of all the Colonies circulate freely, and are readily exchanged 
for cash, — add to this, that unless some plan of accommodation 
takes place immediately, their harbors will swarm wiih Pri- 
vateers. An army will be raised in the Middle Colonies to 
take possession of Canada. For the sake of the miserably 
convulsed empire, solicit peace, — repeal the Acts, or Britain is 
undone ; this advice is the result of a warm afiection to my 
King, and to the Realm; remember I never deceived you, eve- 
ry article here sent you is sacredly true. The papers will 
announce to you that I am again a member for Boston — you 
will there see our motley Council. A general arraignment of 
oflScers will take place, except the chief, which will be sus- 
pended but for a little while, to see what part Britain takes in 
consequence of the late Continental Petition. A view to In- 
dependence grows more and more general. Should Britain de- 
clare war against the Colonies, they are lost forever. Should 
Spain declare war against England, the Colonies will declare 
a neutrality, which will doubtless produce an offiensive an<l 
defensive league between them. For God's sake prevent it by 
a speedy accommodation. Writing this has employed a day. 
I have been to Salem, to reconnoiter, but could not escape the 
**6rce5e" in the capital. To-morrow I set out for Newport, 
on purpose to send you this. — I write you fully, it being scarce- 
ly possible to prevent discovery. I am out of place here by 
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choice, and therefore out of pay, and determined to be so un- 
less something is offered in my way. I wish you would con- 
trive to write me largely, in cyphers, by way of Newport, ad- 
dressed to Tom Richards, Merchant,— inclose it in a cover to 
me, intimating that I am a perfect stranger to you, but being 
recommended to you as a gentleman of honor^ you took the 
liberty to enclose that letter, entreating me to deliver it as di- 
rected to the person, as you are informed, is living at Cam- 
bridge; sign some fictitious name; this you may send to some 
confidential friend at Newport, to be delivered to me, at Wa- 
tertown. Make use of every precaution, or I perish." 

It will be seen that this letter alludes to a fact, which took 
place in the Battle of Bunker Hill, which has never been men- 
tioned in any history, but which, iftrue^ was very disreputable 
to two of the American officers. The writer of the above let- 
ter attributes the defeat of the Americans to the *' cowardice " 
of the "clumsy Col. Gerrish and Col. Seamans." 

The words as deciphered " Mother ,*a/ Providence,^^ in 

theietter, are supposed to allude to a certain Clergyman of the 
" Mother Church^^^ who then lived in Providence. It is a well 
known fact that this Clergyman was opposed to the efforts 
made to resist " his King," and did all he could — and in some 
cases succeeded — to quench the fire of freedom in the breasts 
of his parishioners. But generally speaking, his efforts were 
in vain ; in no city or town did the fire burn so freely or so 
purely as in Providence. 

It will be seen also by some passages in Church's letter, that 
his object might have been innocent and friendly, as he alleged 
on his trial, to the American cause ; but it was determined 
otherwise. It might be inferred, however, that he was anxious 
to be on good terms with both parties, so that let the contest 
terminate as it might, his position would be safe and success- 
ful. His fate, however, produced one good effect, it put an 
end to double dealing — a man was obliged to be either friend 
or foe, and to show what he thought by his acts — words were 
not deemed sufficient for this purpose ; a neutral position was 
not tenable. 
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The first event worthy of notice this year, and in keeping 
with the character of the British, was the burning and plun- 
dering of the dwelling houses on the Island of Prudence. 

Early in January, as an eye-witness informed the writer, 
Captain James Wallace, Commander of the British Sloop-of- 
war Rose, of 24 guns, came up the Bay, and anchored at the 
south end of the Island. The Swan, 16 guns, Askey, Com- 
mander, anchored on the east side. Capt. Job Pearce's Com- 
pany was then stationed on the Island. But from information 
received, and from certain manifestations, it was soon ascer- 
tained what the object of Wallace was, — it was to plunder 
and destroy. This was Friday, but on the evening preceding 
and on the night following, many of the inhabitants left the 
Island, in boats, which came from Warwick Neck. On Sat- 
urday Wallace landed about three hundred men, and com- 
menced burning the houses and plundering ; he burnt every 
house on the Island, and one on Patience. Capt. Pearce's 
Company was obliged to retreat ; they were, however, rein- 
forced by several hundred men, from Warwick and other 
towns, and under the command of Col. Waterman and Col. 
Lippitt, they soon drove the British on board their ships. Two 
prisoners were taken on each side. Col. Lippitt proposed an 
exchange of prisoners, but Wallace refused. The British had 
the entire command of the Bay, and often exhibited their thirst 
for plunder in a similar manner. Among the houses burnt on 
the Ibland, was one occupied by Samuel Pearce, the father of 
our late member of Congress, the Hon. Dutee J. Pearce ; the 
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farm was owned by Gov. Wanton, and he wrote to Mr. Pearce, 
saying Capt. Wallace was coming up to Prudence to. buy 
stock and provision, the next day, and would pay the highest 
price for every thing he bought, and he advised Mr. Pearce to 
sell whatever he had to spare. Mr. Pearce answered imme- 
diately that ** whatever Wallace took, it should be taken at 
the point of the bayonet." The letter of Gov. Wanton, how- 
ever, had one good effect — it enabled the inhabitants to carry 
off their stock, and the women and children to leave the Island, 
Wallace having been prevented, by contrary winds, from com- 
ing up as soon as contemplated. This wanton destruction of 
properly but added fuel to the flame of patriotism, which al- 
ready burnt furiously in the bosoms of the inhabitants of the 
state, and only quickened them in their efforts for defence. 

This same Wallace landed and burnt a house on Quidnisset 
Neck, and he pursued this marauding warfare about two years ; 
he was a choice instrument in the hands of his Majesty George 
the Third, his master. 

On the 18ih of January, our General Assembly ordered ano- 
ther regiment, of 750 men raised, for one year. The com- 
mand of this regiment was conferred on Henry Babcock, at 
first, but from some disqualifications he was removed, and 
Christopher Lippitt, the Lieutenant Colonel, placed in his 
stead. The Field oflicers at the time the regiment began its 
march to the westward, in Sept., 1776, were as follows : 

Christopher Lippitt, Colonel. 
Adam Comstock, Lieutenant Colonel. 
James Tew, Major. 
William Tyler, Adjutant. 
Benjamin Bourne, Quarter Master. 

The following is a Regimental Pay Roll, for Sept., 1776, 
and no doubt is correct. It was obtained from the family of 
Col. Lippitt.* 

* N. B. — A further notice of tliis regiment will be found in the Appendix. See 
note B. 
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Pay Abstract for Capt Blockmarks Company^ for the month 

of Septemher^ 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 






Nathan Blackmar, Capt. 

Wilson Rawson, Lieut. 

Jos. Bowen, Ensign. 

Enoch Place, Sergeant. 

Amaziah Blackmar, " 

Stukely Westcott, 3rd " 

John Warner, Corporal. 

John Tinkham, Sergeant. 

Jno. Blackmar, Corporal. 

Collins Robarts, 

Robart Smith, 

Stephen Phillips, Drummer. 

'^Zeb Mathewson, Private. 

Oliver Bates, 

Jno. Remington, 

Daniel Place, 

Amos Wood, 

Zachariah Eddy, 

Jos. Bennet, 

'i^Thomas Cobb, 

Abel Man, 

''^Danl. Barnes, 

Eseck Smith, 

Oliver Collins, 

Benoni Bates, 

Rufus Sanders, 

Uriah Hawkins, 

Eleazer Westcott, 

Charles Hinkinbotham'^ 
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John Patterson, 
Caleb Howland, 
John Edmuns, 
Barnard Wood, 
Elisha Baker, 
*Jno. Phillips, 
Peter Tinchom, 
Stephen Hawkins, 
Daniel Warner, 
Eseck Whipple, 
Ezekiel Wood, 
Aziel Bowen, 
James Irons, 
Potter Card, 
Charles Salsbury, 
WiUiam Hall, 
Jere Jencks, 
Hopkins Burlingame, 
James Bowen, 
Willard Eddy, 
Robert Crossman, 
Clement King, 
Abiel Cole, 
William Barnes, 
Nathaniel Pero, 
John Sanders, 
James Arvin, 
Eliezer Bowen, 



Private. 
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Pay Abstract of Capt. Dexter'' s Company^ for the month of 

September, 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 



David Dexter, Capt. 
David Sayles, Lieut. 
Saml. Dexter, Ensign. 
Nicholas Jencks, Sergeant. 
John P. Childs, 
Abial Brown, 






Amaziah Weatherhead, Sergt. 

David Cook, Corporal. 

Caleb Raymont, 

David Kemton, 

Nathanl. Balue, 

Eseck Aldrich, Drummer. 






* Deserted. 
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Otis Dexter, Fifer. 

Daniel S. Dexter, 

Abiel Baker, 

Abraham Shippy, Private. 
Benja Cook, " 

Benja Fowler, 
Benony Taylor, 
James Greenwood, 
Francis Martis, 
William Shaw, 
Danl. Burlingame, 
David Whipple, 
David Smith, 
David Jencks, 
Davis Brown, 
Hugh McDugal, 
Gideon Dexter, 
Isaac Nishnuman, 
John Dagon, 
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Levi Mowry, 
Richd. Smith, 
Reuben Smith, 
Eseck Smith, 
James Phillips, 
Silvanus Sayes, 
Jona Parker, 
John Lippitt, 
John Rowland, 
Thomas Rogers, 
Isaiah Streeter, 
Jona Jenks, 
Aden Trask, 
Nathan Munroe, 
Ebeneser Sisko, 
Stephen Cook, 
Ezekiel Harris, 
Squire Aldrich, 
Thomas Man, 



Private. 
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Pay Abstract of Capt. Peck's Company, for the month of 

September, 1776. 



NAMES 


AND RANK. 




Loring Peck, Capt 


David Bullock, 


Private. 


Gilbart Grant, Lieut. 


William Bosworth, 




Jos. Read, Ensign. 


Thomas Holmes, 




John Smith, Sergeant. 


Levi Bliss, 




Simion Ingraham, '* 


Chace Hicks, 




Benja Coomer, " 


Arthur Thrasher, 




Charles Easterbrooks " 


Preserved Buffi ngton " 


William Earle, Corporal. 


Samuel Munro, 




Edward Luther, ** 


Richd. Durphy, 




William Munroe, " 


Ruben Shearman, 




Elknah Buttock, *^ 


Benja Salsbury, 




Nelson Miller, Drummer. 


James Martin, 




John Wilbur, Fifer. 


James Lawton, 




Wm. Gladding, Private. 


Silas Luther, 




Jos. Gladdine, *' 


Saml. Handy, 




Benja Harding, " 


James Peck, 




Lenox Bullock, ** 


Calvin Peck, 




Simion Bullock, *' 


Benja Munro, 




Jacob Bullock, ** 


Timothy Bosworth, 




Jona Bullock, '* 


Jona Peckam, 
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Nehemiah Cole, 


Private. 


Jos. Bullock, Prival 


Caleb Nichols, 


n 


John Thurber, '' 


Wheaton Luther, 


it 


Nathanl. Smith, " 


Saml. Munro, 


u 


James Gladding, Sergeant. 


Saml. Chace, 


it 


Aaron Thrasher, Private. 


Richard Thurber, 


(( 


David Healy. ** 


Pero Winslow, 


(( 


James Waldon, " 


Jack Barneby, 


tl 


Jos. Valentine, " 


Noah Thrasher, 


IC 


Saml. Waldin, " 


Charles Thrasher, 


a 





Pay Abstract of Capt. Carres Company, for the month of Sep- 

tetnber, 1776. 
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John Carr, Capt. 

Alexander Thomas, Lieut. 

Brinton Bliss, Ensign. 

John West, Sergeant. 

Saml. Hay ward, 

Benja Wi/cox, 

Pardon Cory, 

Moses Pitman, Corporal. 

Saml. Thomkins, 

Weslon Clark, 

Jere Clark, 

Thomas Pratt, Drummer. 

Jasper W. Champerlin. 

Richard Baley, Private. 

William Cooper, 

Jno. Shaw, 

James Carr, 

Lue Zon, 

Seth Thomas, 

Samuel Cory, 

John Slokham, 

Souihcott Langworthy** 

Jos. Borgen, 

Amos Parker, 

William Conwell, 

Thomas Lawton, 

Thomas Wilcox, 
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William Butts, 
Nathanl. Rogers, 
Thomas Hooper, 
Seth Sampson, 
Phillip Allen, 
Benjamin Howard, 
Burnel Upham, 
Isaac Jackson, 
John Thomas, 
Stephen Fowler, 
John Taber, 
William Russell, 
William Shearman, 
James Handy, 
Benja Borden, 
George Hunt, 
Recompence Gifford, 
Phillip Weeden, 
George Thomas, 
Ephraim Wilcox, 
*Elisha Allen, 
Samford Ross, 
David Anthony, 
James Pitman, 
Jno. Carr, 
Jeremiah Hall, 
William Gifford 



Private. 
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Pay Abstract of Capt. Gorton's Company, for the month of 

September, 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 






Corporal 



(( 



u 



Thomas Gorton, Capt. 

Ichabod Prentice, Lieut. 

Caleb Matthews, Ensign. 

Luke Greene, Sergeant. 

Joseph James, 

Job Lawton, 

Benja Weaver, 

Joseph Matteson, 

George Weaver, 

Saml. Tanner, 

Pel eg Collins, 

Wm. Field, Drum Major. 

Benja Brown, Fifer. 

Samuel Watson, Private. 

Charles Andrews, 

Isaac Rice, 

William Sprague, 

Jon a Capron, 

Benoni Hunt, 

Bowen Greene, 

Peleg Weeden, 

Jacob Russell, 

Caleb Sprague, 

Nathanl. Pierce, 

Asa Bowdish, 

John Benjamin, 

Timothy Bennett, 

Daniel Rice, 

Jos. Lad, 

Cato Mawney, 

Saml. Shippee, 
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Stephen Commins, 
Thomas Andrews, 
David Spencer, 
Elijah Weaver, 
Job Cleveland, 
John Stringer, 
Nathan Cory, 
Thomas Dexter, 
Thomas Collins, 
James Phillips, 
Barruck Jorden, 
Thomas Sambo, 
Archabald Jackson, 
Benja Tibbitts, 
Wm. Fradly, 
Jos. Dilliver, 
Gardner Tanner, 
Thomas Commins, 
Robert Tripp, 
Saml. Gallap, 
Jona Pierce, 
John Nickols, 
Wm. Shearman, 
James Sweet, 
Power Allin, 
Minor Brown, 
David Corps, 
John Elixander, 
Jona Barber, 
Danl. Fox, 



Private. 
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Pay Abstract of Capt, Fenner^s Company, for the month of 

September, 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 



Arthur Fenner, Capt. 
Jacob Williams, Lieut. 
Wm. PuUen, Ensign. 
Nathan Harvey, Sergeant. 
Wm. Arwin, " 

Andrew Aldrab, '^ 



Wm. Baxter, Sergeant 

Thomas Cory, Corporal. 
Benja Paine, 
John Whipple, 
Timothy Williams, 
Stephen Dyer, Drummer. 



ii 
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Benaiah Sweet, Fifer. 

Richard Aldrich, Private. 

Briston Tanner, 

Jos. Couchap, 

Abbot Fenner, 

Saml. Martin, 

Christo. More, 

Zephaniah Woodward" 

Abel Horton, 

William Weever, 

John Nickdemars, 

Church Winslow, 

Samuel Cesear, 

Samuel Johnson, 

Arther Stephens, 

John Davis, 

Abraham Lockwood, ** 

John Forster, 





Henry Randall, 


Privae. 


vate. 


Joshua Woodward, 






Abraham Hopkins, 






Chance Smith, 






Benoni Burton, 






Thomas Park, 






Zebudee Williams, 






Jos. Smith, 






Henry Wilkinson, 






Cesar Eason, 






Jeremiah Fenner, 






John Fenner, 






Christopher Potter, 






Stephen Waterman, 






*Barseliah Harendun, " 




Joseph Inniun, 


<( 




Clark Aldrah, 


(< 



Pay Abstract of Captain Hoppin*s Company, for the month of 

September y 1776. 



NAMES 


AND RANK. 




Benja Hoppin, Capt. 


Nathanl. Allen, 


Private. 


Abraham Turtelot, Lieu;. 


.Tohn Dunwell, 


(C 


John Cowen, Ensign. 


Solomon Rofee, 


tt 


Eddy Phetteplace, Sergeant. 


William Foster, 


u 


Josiah Blake, " 


Nicholas Branch, 


(( 


Beezabel Bowen, " 


Prince Allen, 


u 


Israel Raymond, " 


Asa Short, 


C( 


William Sly, Corporal. 


Jos. Ide, 


(( 


Abraham Allen, " 


Jack Smith, 


(( 


Elisha Inman, " 


Aaron Jefferson, 


(( 


Samuel Braley, " 


Robert Whipple, 


(( 


Edward Feild, Drummer. 


Jacob Blackmar, 


<{ 


John Dickerson, Fifer. 


Stephen Blackmar, 


{( 


John Mitchell, Private. 


Dines Torney, 


It 


Saml. Mackintire, " 


Zephaniah Cole, 


(< 


John Smith, " 


Abijah Fourd, 


it 


Benja Harendun, " 


William Page, 


It 


Abraham Wells, " 


John Clark, 


tt 


Jos. Smith, " 


John Whipple, 


tt 


John Durfee, *' 


Darius Whitman, 


It 


Nathan King, " 


Abner Blackmar, 


tt 



*■ Deserted. 



38 



[1776.] 



Elkanah Bowen, 


Private. 


Squire Whitman, 


Private 


Edward Murfee, 


11 


Amherst Kimball, 




Stephen Cowen, 


li 


John Fairfield, 




Ruben Turtelot, 


(( 


*Samuel Hildreth, 




George Basto, 


(t 


Stephen Barnes, 




Isaac Grafton, 


.( 


Luke Harris, 




Israel Sayles, 


(( 







Pay Abstract of Capt. Martinis Company, for the month of 

September J 1776. 

NAMES AND RANK. 



(( 






Simeon Martin, Capt. 

William Belcher, Lieut. 

Phillip Martin, Ensign. 

William Pigley, Sergeant. 

Giles Gibbs, 

Martin Childs, 

Elias Swan, 

Simeon Bowen, Corporal. 

Joshua Phillips, 

James Briggs, 

Stephen Frink, 

John Rockwell, Drummer. 

Edmun Hewit, Fifer. 

Thos. Maybery, Private. 

Jacob Maybery, 

Jos. Wares, 

Simeon Hewit, 

Jona Peters, 

Richard Chace, 

James Phillips, 

Thos. Bellington, 

Abieser Briggs, 

John Frasher, 

David Church, 

Chandler Barnabee, 

Nathanl. Brown, 

Barnabas Pool, 

Jona Fisk, 

Zebulon Phillips, 

Job Pigsley, 

Benja Fisk, 

Samuel Davis, 

Benja. Briggs, 
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David Daruk, 
Dirias Cadey, 
William Rude, 
Peleg Luther, 
Jona Cilly. 
Jos. Williams, 
Stephen Parker, 
Luther Cillum, 
Jos. Babcock, 
Abner Briggs, 
Peter Bentley, 
James Hakes, 
John Croucher, 
Phillip Drown, 
Samuel Hewit, 
Resell Stephens, 
David Bliss, 
Collins York, 
Silas Hewit, 
Oliver Noyes, 
Consider Bowen, 
Bchoni Brown, 
George Briggs, 
Benja Read, 
Elisha Bliss, 
Robart Weading, 
John Emison, 
Quash Carr, 
Jara Phillips, 
Charles F. Bartlet, 
William Sisson, 
=* William Robin, 
Charles Prince. 



Private. 
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Pay Abstract of Capt, Dyer^s Company^ for the month of 

September, 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 









Christo. Dyer, Capt. 
Peleg Hoxie, Lieut. 
John Holden, Ensign. 
William Sanford, Sergeant. 
David Remington, 
Sylvester Biirdick, 
Jona. Hazzard, Corporal. 
James Stafford, 
Jona Lock, 
Perry Steadman, Drummer. 
Jas. Peri go, Fifer, 
Benja Brown, Private. 

Jonathan Sheldon, 
Jona Bidgood, 
Remington Bidgood, 
George Tanner, 
Thomas, Whaley, jun. " 
Isaiah Burdick, " 

John Driskill, '' 

Amos Kinyon, " 

Nathanl. Stanton, 
John Wappy, 
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Private. 

ct 



John Perry, 

John Lewis, 

Joseph Stanton, 

WiUiam Stanton, 

Pharoh Hazzard, 

James Donal, 

Wm. Coopen, 

Samuel Niles, jun. 

Peter Franklin, 

Charles Donals, 

Thomas Whaley, 

John Millard, 

Jack Hazzard, 

Aaron Martm, 

'^Amos Tanner, Corporal. 

* Br is ton Congdon, Private. 
*Wm. Jacklin, 

* Thomas Cross, 
*Jos. Worden, Corporal. 
^Elijah May, 
^Robert Albro, 
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Pay Abstract of Capt, Arnolds Company , for the month of 

September J 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 



Thomas Arnold, Capt. 

Thomas Noyes, Lieut. 

Benja Burn, Ensign. 

Billings Burch, Sergeant. 

Nicholas Clarke, 

Jos. Leavit, 

Jno. Welch, 

Wm. Gardner, Serg. Major. 

James Blivin, 2nd* Mast. Sergt. Joseph C. Stubs, 

Peleg Lewis, Corporal. Joshua Brown, 

Malbro Stanton, " William Mingo, 

George Gringld, " Benja Peckham, 

Daniel Stanton, *' Thomas Hall, 



u 
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Enoch Stanton, Armorer. 
John Divol, " 

Nathan Clarke, Drummer. 
Elnathan Newman, Fifer. 
Jonas Palmer, Private. 
John Brand, 
John Congdon, 
Josiah Utter, 
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Daniel Wilcox, 


Private. 


William Serivins, 


Prii 


Peleg Wilcox, 


(( 


Isaac Sanders, 


u 


William Babcock, 


(£ 


William Grinold, 


u 


Peleg Ross, 


C( 


Luke Sanders, 


u 


Bradick Peckham, 


It 


Thos. Stutson, 


u 


William Syms, 


(( 


Henry Hazzard, 


<< 


Henry Babcock, 


(( 


John Smith, 


(( 


Robert Jakeways, 


tl 


Joshua Babcock, 


u 


Benjamin Herrick, 




John Tripp, 


(( 


Henry Meritt, 


(( 


Henry Briteman, 


u 


Jahew Clarke, 


(( 


John Joo, 


(C 


Zebulon Serivins, 


<( 


William Ward, 


u 


Gideon Nocake, 


U 


Thomas Sanders, 


« 


Henry Howard, 


a 


Augustus Sanders, 


(( 


George Potter, 


(< 


Robart Tifft, 


u 


Joseph Langworthy, 


(< 


Amos Babcock, 


(< 


Sarnl. Greene, 


u 


James Blivin, jun* 


(< 


Ethan Crandall, 


(( 


Jos. Dongaron, 


u 


Jarid Johnson, 


(( 


George Griffith, 


(( 



Pay Abstract of Capt Baley^s Company, for the month of 

September, 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK. 



Lemuel Baley, Capt. 
Ruben Hewit, Lieut. 
David Melvil, Ensign. 
Coxel Green, Sergeant. 
Rufus Brown, " 

Daniel Smith, '* 

Richard Springer, " 
Aaron Lewis, Corporal. 
Peter McMillion, 
Ebenezer Reynolds, 
Christop. Hallibart, 
Phillip Drown, Drummer. 
Samuel Walton, Fifer. 
Russell Darrow, Private. 
Job Wate, 
John Hallurway, 
Gregory Cook, 
John Hull, 
Jabez Ross, 



a 
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James Luther, 
Jos. Babcock, 
David Cole, 
Wm. Jennings, 
Seth Baker, 
Edward Gavit, 
Wm. Parce, 
John Walton, 
Benjamin Chace, 
Josiah Burgell, 
Phillip Prince, 
John Hallibert, 
Willeck Eaglestone, 
Gideon Found, 
Philip Roodman, 
Benja Billings, 
Thomas Gears, 
Nicholas Wilson, 
Richard Need, 



Private. 
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Private. 



Jos. Eaglestone, 

John Jones, 

Loth am Frink, 

David Cozzens, 

*John Cambridge, Sergeant. 

'^Job Peirce, Corporal. 

'i^John Mitchell, " 






* Gideon Parker, Drummer. 
'^ James Draper, Private. 
^Thomas Tanner, 
'^John Braman, 
*Jos. Bosworth, 
=*?George Rounds, ** 






Pay Abstract of Capt. Joneses Company^ for the month of 

September^ 1776. 



NAMES AND RANK 






William Jones, Capt. 
Gilbert Richmond, Lieut 
Amos Jilson, Ensign. 
Walter Vignew, Sergeant. 
Samuel Reade, " 

Jere Scott, " 

Robert Webb, " 

Solomon Drown, Corporal. 
Peter Thrasher, 
Oliver Whitewell, 
William Goreham, Fifer. 

Oliver Harris. 

Jack Read, Private. 

Thomas Streight, 
Edward Talby, 
William Armstrong, 
Stephen Peckham, 
Thomas Tabour, 
Robart Clarke, 
Nathan Weaver, 
John Booth, 
Gideon Freeborn, 
John Eares, 
Charles Scott, 
Aaron Luther, 
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Malcom Graham, 
John Baker, 
Joseph Cory, 
Thomas Elieser, 
Amos Lewis, 
Jonathan Lawton, 
Jona Read, . 
Domine Earle, 
Daniel Caswell, 
Thomas Collins, 
^Simeon Paine, 
*Nathanl. Halluway, 
^Abraham Fisher, 
^Thomas Wood, 
*Jacob Benson 
*Benajoh Rendol, 
'^Thomas Caswell, 
^Samuel Weaver, 
'^Timothy Bordon, 
John Benson, 
John Freeman, 
Abiashur Durphy, 
Eli Peirce, 
Squire Woodmansel, 



Private. 
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Although this little state had now five Regiments — three in 
the Continental service, and two more in the immediate ser- 
vice of the state, she still went on making further exertions. 
An Act was passed by the General Assembly to encourage the 
manufacture of Saltpetre and Gunpowder, and also an Act to 
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establish small Artillery Companies, in the towns bordering 
on the sea coast, and to furnish them with cannon ; and also 
an Act to purchase 2000 stand of Arms for the use of the Col- 
ony ; and in May, '76, fearless of all consequences, and long 
before the declaration of Independence, the General Assembly 
took the bold stand of dissolving the allegiance, due by his 
subjects in the Colony to their King. This was a proud day 
for Rhode Island, and the passage of such an Act at such a 
crisis will ever redound to her glory, so long as the love of 
political Uberty and equal rights shall predominate in the hu- 
man breast ! To appreciate the boldness of this movement, 
we must consider, that at this time, three of the best regiments 
were absent from the state ; that there was a great scarcity of 
the munitions of war, — that the enemy had full command of 
the bay, and the shores to a great extent were accessible to his 
ships of war. In addition to which there were, as always will 
be on such occasions, ^^ Croakers ^^ — a tribe always inimical 
to the progress of liberty or religion, and who preached up 
submission to the "powers that be;" but in spite of all the 
surrounding difficulties, the heart of the people was to "g-o 
forward^^ as if they had heard the voice of the Almighty, as 
did the children of Israel at their passage through the Red sea, 
and they went forward, and ruptured the strongest ties that 
can exist between a people and their rulers, and they did it 
because it was their right to do so, under the circumstances of 
the case. 

Let the historian, whenever he writes up the people of Rhode 
Island, remember the following Act, which their General As- 
sembly passed at their May Session, A. D. 1776, in advance 
of the Declaration of Independence. 

" An Act repealing an Act, entitled, * An Act for the more 
effectually securing to his Majesty the Allegiance of his sub- 
jects, in this his Colony and Dominion of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations,' and altering the forms of Commis- 
sions, of all Writs and Processes in the Courts, and of the 
Oaths prescribed by law." 

" Whereas in all States, existing by compact. Protection and 
Allegiance are reciprocal, the latter being only due in conse- 
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quence of the former ; and whereas George the Third, King 
of Great Britain, forgetting his dignity, regardless of the com- 
pact most solemnly entered into, ratified nnd confirmed to the 
inhabitants of this Colony, by his illustrious Ancestors, and 
till of late fully recognised by Him, — and entirely departing 
from the duties and character of a good King, instead of pro- 
tecting, is endeavoring to destroy the good people of this Col- 
ony, and of all the United Colonies, by sending fleets and 
armies to America, to confiscate our property, and spread fire, 
sword and desolation, throughout our country, in order to com- 
pel us to submit to the most debasing and detestable tyranny; 
whereby we are obliged by necessity, and it becomes our high- 
est duty, to use every means with which God and nature have 
furnished us, in support of our invaluable rights and privileges, 
to oppose that Power which is exerted only for our Destruc- 
tion. 

" Be it therefore enacted by this General Assembly, and 
by the Authority thereof it is enacted, that an Act entitled, 
* An Act for the more efiectual securing to his Majesty the 
Allegiance of his subjects in this his Colony and dominion of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,' be, and the same 
is hereby repealed." 

" And be it further enacted by this General Assembly, and 
by the authority thereof it is enacted. That in all Commissions 
for OflBices, Civil and Military, and in all Writs and Processes 
in law, whether original, judicial or executory, civil or crim- 
inal, wherever the name and authority of the said King is 
made use of, the same shall be omitted, and in the room there- 
of the name and authority of the Governor and Company of 
this Colony shall be substituted, in the following words, to 
wit: * The Governor and Company of the English Colony of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.' That all such 
Commissions, Writs and Processes, shall be otherwise of the 
same form and tenure as they heretofore were ; that the Courts 
of Law be no longer entitled nor considered as the King's 
Courts ; and that no instrument in writing of any nature or 
kind, whether public or private, shall in the date thereof men- 
tion the year of the said King's Reign ; Provided nevertheless, 
that nothing in this Act contained shall render void or vitiate 
any Commission, Writ, Process or Instrument heretofore made 
or executed, on account of the name and authority of the said 
King being therein inserted." 

We deem it due to the memory of the members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, who passed the preceding Act, to publish their 
names in these sketches. Seldom, if ever, was a Legislature 
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so unanimous and so fearless in carrying out the voice of the 
people. It was no trivial matter for the people of this colony 
to throw oflF their allegiance to their sovereign Lord and King, 
and that too, at a time when it was problematical what course 
the continental Congress would pursue in regard to Independ- 
ence. But in the language of the preamble to the Act, the 
people knew that "Protection and Allegiance were recipro- 
cal," and on this rock they stood, and when the former was 
withdrawn, it was their right and duty "to use every means 
which God and nature had furnished them in support of their 
inalienable rights." Such was the language of the Represen- 
tatives of the people of this State, in May, 1776 I No doubt 
this act was "treasonable and rebellious," as treason and re- 
bellion were then defined by British statutes : but in point of 
fact, it was simply a declaration of what were some of the 
inalienable rights of man, and now in "this age of progress" 
generally so acknowledged by all disbelievers in the "divine 
right of kings." 

Among the members who supported this declaration, we see 
the names of many who bore a conspicuous part in our Revo- 
lutionary struggle. Doctor Jonathan Arnold, a member from 
Providence, was one of them, and soon afterwards was ap- 
pointed Director General and Proveditor of the Hospitals, in 
this state, and before the close of the war was elected a mem- 
ber of the Continental Congress, and it has been said he was 
the author of the preamble of this Act. 

The Honorable John Brown, another member from Provi- 
dence, was a powerful advocate of the passage of this Act. 
Throughout the whole struggle he manifested a patriotic zeal 
in the cause of freedom, which was accompanied with sub- 
stantial aid — the " sinews of war." Subsequently he repre- 
sented the people of this state in Congress. 

We see also the names of Col. Atwell, who took a distin- 
guished part as an oflicer in the Militia : of Metcalf Bowler, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : Col. John Water- 
man, of Warwick : Col. Chad Brown, of Gloucester, a descend- 
ant of " Chad Brown Surveyor," among the first settlers of 



[1776.] 45 

Providence : and Col. Joseph Noyes, of Westerly, all pure 
hearted patriots : and Wm. Greene, afterwards we believe, 
Governor of the state. We see also the name of Col Thomas 
Church, of the Senate, who had commanded a regiment the 
year before, in the Army of Observation ; and inherited all 
those traits of courage and noble daring of his grandfather, the 
celebrated Capt. Church, who figured so conspicuously in King 
Philip's Indian war. All these members took an active part 
in the grand political drama which then began, and which 
probably will not end until the inalienable rights of man are 
acknowledged and established in all the civilized nations of 
the earth ! In fact, there ought to be a monument erected, on 
which the name of every member who sat in that General As- 
sembly, should be inscribed. For if we mistake not, it was 
the first Legislative Act looking to Independence, which was 
passed by any colony, a fact characteristic of the spirit of 
Rhode Island in '76. 

May, 1776. 

MEMBERS OP THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Nicholas Cooke, (Governor.) Wm. Bradford, (Lieut. Gov.) 

SENATORS. 

John Collins, James Arnold, 

Simeon Potter, Jonathan Randall, 

Ambrose Page, Peter Philips, 

John Sayles, William Potter, 

John Jepson, Thomas Church. 

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

NEWPORT. PORTSMOUTH. 

John Wanton, S. of G. Metcalf Bowler, 

Samuel Fowler, John Coddington, 

George Sears, John Thurston. 
Gideon Wanton, Warwick. 

Thomas Freebody, William Greene, 

Joseph Belcher. Jacob Greene, 

providence. Charles Holden, jr. 

Jonathan Arnold, John Waterman. 
John Brown, westerly. 

John Smith, Joshua Babcock, 

Amos Atwell. Joseph Noyes. 
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NORTH KINGSTON. 

John Northup, 
Sylvester Gardner. 

SOUTH KINGSTON. 

Samuel Seager, 
Samuel Babcock. 

E. GREENWICH. 

Job Comsiock, 
Thomas Shippee. 

JAMESTOWN. 

Samuel Carr, 
Benjamin Underwood. 

SMITHFIELD. 

Daniel Mowry, jr. 
Andrew Waterman. 

SCITUATE. 

William West, 
Christopher Potter. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Richard Steere, 
Chad Brown. 

CHARLESTOWN. 

Joseph Stanton, jr. 
Jonathan Hazard. 

WEST GREENWICH. 

Thomas Tillinghast, 
Aylsworth. 

COVENTRY. 

Ephraim Westcott, 
Jeremiah Fenner. 

EXETER. 

George Prince. 

MIDDLETOWN. 

Joshua Barker, 
Nicholas Easton. 



BRISTOL. 

Shearjashub. Bourne, 
Nathaniel Pearce. 

TIVERTON. 

Gideon Olney, 
John Cooke. 

LITTLE COMPTON. 

Thomas Browne, 
Daniel Wilbur. 

WARREN. 

Cromwell Child, 
Sylvester Child. 

CUMBERLAND. 

John Dexter, 
Elisha Waterman. 

RICHMOND. 

Samuel Taft, 
Richard Bayley. 

CRANSTON. 

Andrew Harris, 
Zuriel Waterman. 

JOHNSTON. 

John Fenner, 
Peleg WiUiams. 

NORTH PROVIDENCE. 

Thomas Olney, 
Jonathan Jencks. 

BARRINGTON. 

Edward Bosworth, 
Thomas Allen. 

HOPKINTON. 

John Larkin, 
Thomas Wells. 

Metcalf Bowler, Speaker. 



On the 4th day of July following. Congress passed an Act 
declaring these United Colonies free and independent. The 
Act had been some time pending before them, and was dis- 
cussed in all its bearings. It introduced to the consideration 
of the American people an entire new theory of government, a 
theory which had only been taught before by philanthropists 
and philosophers, but never attempted to be carried into ac- 
tion, — the right to change the form of government peaceably 
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was as far in advance of the right to change it hy force, or the 
"right of Revolution,'' as that was in advance of the " divine 
right of Kings." According to all other theories, governments 
are instituted for the benefit of those who govern, but the Dec- 
laration of Independence sets forth a principle which declares 
that governments are instituted for the benefit of the governed. 
According to the former the people are but subjects, according 
to the latter, Rulers are their servants ; according to one theory, 
sovereignty rests in the Rulers, according to the other, in the 
People. No doubt this great question was thoroughly discuss- 
ed, for the member who penned this immortal State paper, 
was a disciple of Sydney, an illustrious martyr in the cause of 
freedom, who by his efforts when living, and by his death, did 
more to revolutionize the public mind upon the science of gov- 
ernment than any other man of his age. 

The Declaration of Independence was discussed in Com- 
mittee of the whole, June 8th, and again June 10th, when it 
was resolved, " That the first resolution be postponed to Mon- 
day, the first day of July next, and in the meanwhile that no 
time be lost in case the Congress agree thereto, that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to prepare a declaration, to the eflect of 
the said first resolution, which is in these words," *' That the 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be free and inde- 
pendent states, that they are absolved from all allegiance to 
the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be totally 
dissolved." 

July 1st. The order of the day being read, " Resolved, 
that this Congress will resolve itself into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into consideration the resolution respecting In- 
dependency." The resolution agreed to by the Committee of 
the whole being read, the determination thereof was, at the 
request of a Colony, postponed until to-morrow. 

July 3d. ^^ Resolved, that this Congress will to-morrow 
again resolve itself into a Committee of the whole, to take into 
their further consideration the Declaration of Independence." 

July 4th, 1776. Agreeably to the order of the day, the 
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Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the whole, to take 
into their further consideration the Declaration, and after some 
time the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison re- 
ported that the Committee have agreed to a declaration which 
they desired him to report. The report was headed thus, "-A 
Declaration by the Representatives of the United States ofAmer^ 
tea in Congress a^sembledJ^ The declaration was then or- 
dered to be engrossed and signed, and the two delegates from 
Rhode Island who had the honor to affix their signatures to 
this noble instrument, were Stephen Hopkins and William 
Ellery. 

*Thus for the first time for thousands of years perhaps, was 
a principle of human government proclaimed, and afterwards 
established, which was in accordance with the inalienable 
rights of man ! Copies of this declaration were sent to all the 
Assemblies, Conventions, and Committees and Councils of 
Safety in the Colonies, and to the several Commanders of the 
Continental Troops, to be proclaimed in each of the United 
States and at the head of the Army. 

In connection with the history of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, we may mention a very extraordinary circumstance. 
Two members of the Continental Congress, one from Virginia 
and the other from Massachusetts, both distinguished alike for 
the manly and bold stand they took in the cause of freedom, 
both possessed of rare and distinguished talents, although some- 
what of a different cast, and as respected the independence of 
the United Colonies and the establishment of a government 
upon the broad platform of equal rights, both were engaged 
heart and soul in the good work. One was the author and the 
other the advocate of the declaration before Congress, whose 
burning eloquence warmed the heart of the nation. Both of 
these members, after living just Jifty years from the passage 
of the Act, and seeing the work of their hands, through the 

* It coald be easily shown that the political principles of the " Ancients " which 
constitnted the foundation of their '* Republics," were in many particulars wholly 
different from those set forth in the Declaration of Independence. Being Polytheists 
in religion, and Oligarchbts in politics, the doctrine that all men were ** created equal " 
and all entitled to ** equal ri^ts,** was necessarily ezohided firom their creeds. 
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blessing of God, prosper beyond their most sanguine expecta- 
tion ; after filling the most distinguished offices recognized by 
the Act, rested from their labors. They both departed this 
life July 4th, 1826, the "year of rejoicing," the Jubilee anni- 
versary of our Independence. Thomas Jefferson, the author, 
died in Virginia, and John Adams, the advocate, in Massa- 
chusetts. The annals of the world do not furnish a more ex- 
traordinary coincidence under all the circumstances. Both 
died in good old age. Both were Octogenarians. 

The state of Rhode Island lost no time in her approval of 
the Act of Independence. The General Assembly met and 
passed the following Acts, July 18th, A. D. 1776. 

" This Assembly taking into the most serious consideration 
the resolution of the most Honorable the General Congress of 
the United Slates of America, of the fourth inst, declaring the 
said States free and independent States, do approve the said 
resolution; and do most solemnly engage, that we will sup- 
port the said General Congress with our lives and fortunes. 

" It is voted and Resolved^ That the resolution of the General 
Congress, declaring the United Colonies Free and Independ- 
ent States, and the Act of this Assembly approving said Res- 
olution, be published by the Secretary, to-morrow, in Newport, 
at twelve o'clock, in the presence of both Houses of the Gene-» 
ral Assembly: that thirteen cannon be discharged at Fort 
Liberty, upon reading the said proclamation, and that the Bri- 
gade be drawn up on the parade in thirteen divisions, and im- 
mediately after the discharge of the cannon, make a discharge 
of musketry, each division firing one volley in succession, 

"It is further voted and Resolved^ That the said Resolution 
and Act be published in Providence, on Thursday next, at 
twelve o'clock, in such' manner as his Honor the Governor 
shall think fit, and that thirteen cannon be discharged upon 
the occasion. 

^^ It is further voted and Resolved, That the said Resolution 
and Act be read in the several Town Meetings, to be holden on 
the last Tuesday in August next ; and that the Secretary 
seasonably furnish the necessary copies.'' 

The following Act was passed at the same Session: — 

" Be i^ enacted by this General Assembly, and by the author- 
ity thereof it is enacted, That for the future the style and 
title of this Government, in all acts and instruments, whether 
of a public or private nature, shall be the State of Rhode Island 

4 
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and Providence Plantations; and that this Act, and the Act 
approving the declaration of the General Congress declaring 
the United States of America Free and Independent States, be 
published in the next Newport Mercury, and Providence Gaz- 
ette." 

The following Act also was in accordance with the spirit of 
the day. 

" An Act to punish persons who shall acknowledge the King 
of Great Britain to be their Sovereign." 

"Whereas the General Congress of the United States of 
America, by their Resolution oAhe fourth inst., after enume- 
rating many of the various acts by which George the third, 
King of Great Britain, hath demonstrated his intention to es- 
tablish an absolute tyranny over the said Slates, have declared 
that 

" A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free 
people," And have further declared that the said States ** are 
and of right ought to be free and independent States ; that 
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown ; 
and that all political connection between them and the State 
of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved." Which 
said Resolution hath been approved and solemnly published, 
by order and in presence of this General Assembly : It is there- 
fore Voted and Resolved^ That if any person within this State 
shall, under pretence of preaching or praying, or in any other 
way or manner whatever, acknowledge or declare the said 
King, to be our rightful Lord and Sovereign, or shall pray for 
the success of his arms, or that he may vanquish or overcome 
all his enemies, shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, 
and shall therefor be presented by the Grand Jury of the 
County where the offence shall be committed, to the Superior 
Court of the same County ; and upon conviction thereof, such 
offender shall forfeit and pay as a fine, to and for the use of 
this State, the sum of One hundred Pounds lawful money, 
and pay all costs of prosecution, and* shall stand committed to 
Gaol until the same be satisfied ; and that a copy of this Act 
be inserted in the Newport and Providence Newspapers." 

The troops raised by Rhode Island, as before mentioned, 
were stationed at various places on the Islands and on the 
shores of the Bay, wherever it was thought the most effectual 
defence against invasion could be made. The principal sta- 
tions were at Rowland's Ferry, Bristol, Warwick Neck, F«st 
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Greenwich, Quidnesset, Wickford or Updikes Newtown, Paw- 
tuxet, Barber's Heights, and Point Judith. But in September 
both regiments having been taken into Continental pay, were 
ordered to march to New York. The following is a copy of 
the marching orders, from the Orderly Book, now in the pos- 
session of the writer : — 

" Camp at Newport, Septr. 14, 1776. 
Regimental Orders, 

That the whole Regiment march to join the Continental 
Army at New York, agreeably to Resolve of Congress of the 
3rd instant. Capt. Carr, Capt. Gorton, Capt. Dyer, Capt. 
Arnold, and Companies will form the first Detachment, and 
cross the ferries to Narraganset South Ferry, this forenoon, if 
possible. Major Tew will go forward with and have the care 
of them. Capt. Peck, Capt. Hoppin, Capt. Martin, Capt. Bai- 
ley, and Companies to march this afternoon, and cross the said 
ferries. The Adjutant to go with and assist them. The other 
four Companies to march to-morrow. The Quartermaster to 
have the necessary care of the whole, and is hereby fully em- 
powered to impress and issue his warrant to impress any thing 
that is needful, for accommodating and enabling the troops to 
get to New York as above said. Lieut. Col. Comstock will 
follow as soon as possible. Commissary Phillips will supply 
the whole with provisions, as far as New London, which are 
to be received here and carried with the Companies. 

And in the most feeling manner I hereby order that you, on 

your way, behave in all respects with that order, decency, and 

character, which become a soldier fighting for his bleeding 

country, sensible of the necessity of supporting their rights, 

and the liberties of their country. Each Capt. will furnish 

himself with a copy of the above order, besides, it must be 

entered on the Orderly Book, by the Orderly Scrgt, and see 

that the same be read at the head of the Company before they 

march. 

Christopher Lippitt, Col." 

Nothing daunted at being left without any enlisted troops 
in the state, notwithstanding its great exposure to the incur- 
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sions of the enemy, the people at once rallied to the defence, 
and in the recess of the Legislature the Council of War order- 
ed a regiment to be raised, for ^' three months," the command 
of which was conferred on Col. John Cooke. The records of 
the Committee of Safety or Council of War, in the Secretary's 
office, are missing, for several months in the year 1776, but 
the writer has in his possession an '^ original enlistment" pur- 
suant to said order, of several soldiers. It is as follows : — 

" We the subscribers do voluntarily enlist ourselves in the 
service of the State, for the space of three months from this 
date, agreeably to the Act of the Committee appointed to act 
in the recess of the General Assembly. Signed at Exeter, 
Kings County, this Seventeenth day of Sepr., 1776." 



Sept. 


18, 


" Elisha Shearman, 


do 


do 


Havens Shearman, 


do 


do 


Parley Watson, 


do 


do 


James Sweet, 


do 


do 


William Braman, 


do 


do 


Wright Milhman, 
or Mitchman." 



It is to be regretted that no Rolls of this Regiment have been 
preserved in the Archives of the state, — only two Companies 
have been found by the writer, and those among old papers 
belonging to private families, as follows : 

" An effective Return of Capt. Thomas Allen's Company, 
in the Regiment of Militia under the command of Col. John 
Cooke, doing duty on Rhode Island, Sepr. 25th, 1776." 

Luther Cole, Gideon Luther, 

William Luther, Royal Cole, 

Rufus Angell, Daniel Cole, 

Josiah Humphrey, Isaac Cole, 

Jonathan Drown, James Short, 

Nathan Westcot, Benjamin Simons, 

Josiah Wardwell, William Bowen, 

Benjamin Sherman, Amaziah Cole. 

Joseph Allen, John Sisson, jun. 

Jeremiah Pearce, Joseph Adams, 
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Joseph Bullock, 
Samuel Howland, 
Nathaniel Bosworth, 
Moses Horton, 
Samuel Morton, 
Peleg Arnold, 
Samuel Wilson, 
Thomas Champlane, jun. 
John May, jun. 



Stephen Fayles, 
Israel Arnold, 
Pardon Vincent, 
John Clemmons, 
Joseph Sarle, 
John Potter, 
Waterman Randall, 
Jeremiah Baker. 



Capt. Christopher Manchester's Muster Roll, made out for 
three months' service : 

Christopher Manchester, (Captain.) 
Walter Taber, George Cooke, Job Weaver, and Jeremiah Man- 
chester, (Sergeants.) 



Abraham Demus, 
Thomas Butts, 
Cary Pitman, 
Josiah Soole, 
John Brooks, 
Noah Palmer, 
Daniel Cook, 
John Morgin, 
Benjamin Durfee, 
Joseph Dennis, 
Pardon Davis, 
David Spencer, 



Pearce Horswell, 
William Palkner, 
Stephen Weaver, 
Jedediah Grinnell, 
John Hunt, 
John Shearman, 
Daniel Burnlan, 
Lathan Frink, 
Joseph Forteen, 
Godfrey Canonton, 
Gideon Lake, 
Sanford Hart. 



Early in December of this year the British landed a large 
army at Newport, not less than seven thousand men, well 
equipped and disciplined. The landing of such an army, as 
might be expected, caused universal alarm, not only in Rhode 
Island, but in all the New England States. Many supposed, 
and not without reason, that the scenes at Lexington and 
Bunker Hill would be acted over again, and that the inhabit- 
ants would again have to suflFer the horrors of war ; and such 
anticipations to a certain degree were realized. The enemy 
showed the same savage temper which he always exhibited 
towards the "rebels" when he supposed them within his 
power. He at once put an end to the prosperity of Newport, 
then one of the most flourishing towns in this country, and in 
fact, the whole Island to this hour shows the marks of his 
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warfare, some particulars of which will be further noticed in 
the subsequent pages. 

As soon as the enemy landed, Gov. Cooke lost no time in 
calling the General Assembly together, to devise ways and 
means for defence. They met at Providence, December lOlh, 
1776, and there was but one mind and one heart among the 
members. 

The state had taken its stand. It had approved the Declar- 
ation of Independence but a short time before, and. pledged 
the sacred honor of its citizens to defend it. " Liberty or 
Death'' was its watchword, and with an unanimity rarely to 
be found in any Legislative body, they determined at once on 
resistance, and immediately put in requisition the whole mili- 
tary power of the slate. They determined the residence of 
the enemy at Newport should not be very comfortable at least. 
As the other New England States were equally interested as 
to what measures should be pursued, a Convention of these 
States was recommended. The other States coincided in the 
views taken in ihis, and a convention of all the New England 
States was called to meet in Providence. 

This Convention of Committees met Dec. 25th, 1776, and 
perhaps no convention ever met with a better spirit or a firmer 
purpose to resist the encroachments of tyranny undertaken by 
a British Parliament. The greatest harmony prevailed, and 
when the committees could not be unanimous, they agreed to 
differ. It was one of the most interesting conventions ever 
held in Rhode Island, and upon it, in that peculiar crisis hung 
the destinies of New England. Had this convention faltered 
or temporized, much, if not all would have been lost. But 
they exhibited the true spirit, and the heroic stand they took, 
and the measures they adopted, were the means which, through 
the blessing of God, prevented the devastation of New Eng- 
land ! Although the British held possession of Newport for 
nearly three years, yet during all that time they were confined 
to that town, or to the Island. It is true, their ships having 
command of the Bay, they made incursions up the river, and 
once lip as far as the town of Bristol which they burnt, and 
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they afterwards landed small parties with a view to plunder 
and depredation, but they never dared to trust themselves far 
from the shores. 

As the proceedings of this Convention never were but par- 
tially published, or ever noticed but imperfectly by any his- 
torian, it is deemed proper to give them a place in these sketch- 
es. They were found by the writer in the Secretary's office, 
a number of years ago, when searching for evidence to prove 
the continental character of the regiments recommended by 
the committee to be raised. It was objected that the regiments 
were not *^ ContinentaV^ in their character, and therefore did 
not come within the meaning of the Act of Congress, of March 
18th, 1818, granting pensions to indigent officers and soldiers. 
These regiments were, however, subsequently provided for by 
the general Act of June 7th, 1832. 

The following is a copy of the proceedings of this Conven- 
tion of Committees so far as the army to be raised was agreed 
upon : — 

At a Meeting of the Committees appointed by the States 
of Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, New Hamp- 
shire, and Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, convened at Providence, on Wednesday, the 
twenty-fifth day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six. 

PRESEN T: 

The honble Thomas Cushing, Esquire, ) p^^^ ^^^ g^^^^ ^^^^^ 

Azor Orne, Esquire, V Massachusetts Bav 

The honble Tristam Dalton, Esquire, ) ^* 

The honble Eliphalet Dyer, Esquire, 1 

The honble Richard Law, Esquire, I From the State of 

Nathaniel Wales, Jr. Esq. [ Connecticut 

Titus Hosmer, Esquire, J 

General Nathaniel Folsom, Esquire, ) p ^^^ g^^j^ ^f 
The honble Josiah Bartlet, Esquire, J ^ Hampshire. 
Colonel Supply Clap, ) '^ 
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The honble Stephen Hopkins, Esquire, 1 ^^^ *5®, ®*5** *!f 
The honble William Bradford, Esqr., i ^^"^^ ^''*°^ ^"f 

Henry Ward, Esquire, J ^'°''''^^^^^^^^''^' 

Council Chamber, Dec, 16th, 1776. 

The board taking into their consideration a letter from the 
Honble Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, Governor of the State of 
Rhode Island, inclosing a resolve of the General Assembly of 
said State, proposing that this State should appoint a Com- 
mittee to meet the twenty-third day of this instant, (or as 
much sooner as possible) in the town of Providence, in Rhode 
Island, with a Council of War, appointed by said State, to 
confer upon the expediency of raising an army for immediate 
defence against the British fleet and army now within the 
State of Rhode Island, and to consult upon any measure ne- 
cessary to be taken for the support of the common cause. — 
Thereupon Resolved, that it is highly necessary and expe- 
dient, that the Honble Thomas Cushing. Azor Orne, and Tris- 
tam Dalton, Esquires, (a committee appointed the sixteenth 
day of November last, by the General Assembly of this State, 
to proceed to Providence and confer with such committees as 
might be appointed by the several States of New England, 
upon measures necessary to support the credit of the public 
currencies of said States,) should proceed, and they are here- 
by empowered to proceed to Providence, in Rhode Island, and 
on the part and in behalf of this State, on the twenty -third 
instant, then to meet and to confer with Council of War, ap- 
pointed by the Assembly of the State of Rhode Island, and 
also with such other committees as may be appointed by the 
States of Connecticut and New Hampshire, upon the expe- 
diency of raising an army for onr immediate and common de- 
fence, — upon the measures necessary to support the credit of 
the public currencies of the New England States,— for prevent- 
ing monopolies and the high prices of goods and the necessa- 
ries of life, — regulation of vendues, — embargo on shipping, and 
such other matters as are of general concernment to the New 
England States, and not repugnant to or interfering with the 
powers and authorities of the Continental Congress, and report 
the result of their conference to the general Court; and the 
Secretary is hereby directed to notify the gentlemen before 
mentioned of this resolution of the Board, enclose them a copy 
of the same, and desire them immediately to signify to the 
board whether they shall proceed upon the business aforesaid 
or not. A true copy. 

(Attest.) John Avery, Dy. Sec'ry. 
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State of Connecticut, SS. 

At a General Assembly of the Governor and 
^\AAA/x Company of the State of Connecticut, in 

5 L.S. p ^^^ England, in America, holden at Mid- 

^fx/^fx^ dletown, by adjournment, on the eigh- 

teenth day of December, A. D., 1776. 

Whereas a large body of troops of the British army, defend- 
ed by a strong fleet, have taken possession of the Island of 
Rhode Island, and threaten an invasion of some of the adjoin- 
ing States of New England ; and whereas the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay and the State of Rhode Island have proposed 
that committees from the States of New England meet at Pro- 
vidence, in the State of Rhode Island, as soon as may be, to 
consult for their immediate defence and safety, — and whereas 
from the operations of war in New York and New Jersey, a 
free communication with Congress is in some measure inter- 
rupted, and the General and army of the United States are 
employed in their defence against the common enemy ; Re- 
solved by this Assembly that Eliphalet Dyer, Richard Law, 
Nathaniel Wales, junr., and Titus Hosmer, Esquire, be and 
they are hereby appointed a committee in behalf of this State, 
to meet the committees of the other States of New England 
at Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, or at any other 
place where they may convene, on the twenty-third day of 
December, instant, or as soon as may be, and consult with 
them of the expediency of raising and appointing an army for 
the more immediate defence of the New England States against 
the threatened invasion, as well as for more general defence 
in the common cause, and of such regulations as may be ne- 
cessary to support the credit of our currencies, to prevent op- 
pressing the soldiers and inhabitants by extravagant prices, 
and in general of every measure to expedite the raising and 
appointing an army or necessary for the common defence, and 
to make report to this Assembly, or in the recess thereof, to 
his honor the Governor and Council of Safety, of whatever 
they may judge fit to be done, for approbation ; and that suit- 
able measures may be pursued thereon until the whole subject 
matter can be laid before the honorable Congress of the United 
States of America, measures taken and directions given by 
them thereon. A true copy of record. 

Examined by George Wyllys, Sec'ry. 

In the House of Representatives, Dec, 19 th, 1776. 

Voted to choose a committee of three persons, of this State, 
to repair to Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, with full 



58 [17 7 6.] 

[>ower in conjunction with the other New England States, to 
ay a plan for settling an army or sufficient force there; and 
that General Nathaniel Folsorn, the honble Josiah Bartlett, 
Esqr., and Col. Supply Olap, be thecommitteeof this State for 
that purpose. Sent up for concurrence. 

John Langdon, Speaker. 

Ta Council eodem die — Read and concurred. 

E. Thomson, Sec'ry. 

Copy examined, pr. E. Thomson, Sec'ry. 

At the General Assembly of the Governor and Company 
of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations, begun and holden at Providence, in the 
County Providence, within and for the State afore- 
said, on Friday, December thirteenth, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sev- 
enty-six. 

Whereas a large body of the enemy hath taken possession 
of the Island of Rhode Island, and is endeavoring to penetrate 
the country, so that it is become necessary for the public util- 
ity of this State that a Council of War be immediately ap- 
pointed. 

Therefore, Voted and Resolved, That his honor the Govern- 
or, liis honor the Deputy Governor, the honorable Stephen 
Hopkins, Esquire, Ambrose Page, Esqr., Mr. John Fenner, 
John Dexter, the honble Joshua Babcock, Esqr., Mr. Crom- 
well Child, the honble William Greene, Esqr., and Henry 
Ward, Esquire, be, and they are hereby appointed a Council 
of War : and that they or any five of them are fully empow- 
ered to do, act, and transact all and every thing and matter 
for the well beinsj and security of this State, and the United 
States in general : that they make and ordain all such rules, 
orders, and regulations for the well governing, ordering, dis- 
ciplining, clothing, and supplying the army, now raised or 
that may be raised by this State and the other neighboring 
States in conjunction (if such an army should be so raised) as 
to them should seem right and just ; and that all such rules, 
orders, and regulations by them made in the recess of the Gen- 
eral Assemblv, shall be of as full force and auihoritv to all 
interests and purposes as though made and passed by this 
General Assemblv. 

m 

The above and preceding is a true copy of the Act of 
Assembly, constituting a Council of War. 

Witness, Henry Ward, Sec'ry. 
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Resolved, That his honor the Governor be requested to 
write to the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
and Connecticut, inclosing the resolve of the General Assem- 
bly appointing a Council of War, and requesting that each of 
said Slates appoint a committee, to meet the twenty-third of 
this instant, or as much sooner as possible, in the town of Pro- 
vidence, in this State, with said Council of War, to confer up- 
on the expediency of raising an army for their immediate de- 
fence against the British fleet and army now within this State, 
whereby the Militia may be relieved : and in general to con- 
sult upon any measure necessary to be taken in support of the 
common cause. A true copy. 

Witness, Henry Ward, Sec'ry. 



In General Assembly^ Dec, 27th, 1776. 

This Assembly having requested a conference with the 
other States of New England, at Providence, who have ac- 
cordingly appointed committees, but with other powers and 
authorities than are given by this State, and consisting of a 
less number ; it is therefore Resolved, that the honorable Wil- 
liam Bradford, Esquire, the honble Stephen Hopkins, Esquire, 
and Henry Ward, Esqr., be, and they are hereby appointed 
a committee to confer with the committees of the other States 
of Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, and New Hampshire, now 
convened in this State, upon the expediency of raising and 
appointing an army for the more immediate defence of the 
New England States against the threatened invasion, as well 
as for more general defence in the common cause, and of such 
regulations as may be necessary to support the credit of our 
currencies, — to prevent the oppressing the soldiers and inhab- 
itants by extravagant prices,^ — and in general of every measure 
to expedite the raising and appointing an army or necessary 
for common defence, and to make report to this Assembly of 
whatever they may judge fit to be done, for approbation, and 
that suitable measures may be pursued thereon, until the whole 
subject matter can be laid before the honorable Congress of the 
United States of America, and measures taken and directions 
given by them thereon, and that this appointment be consider- 
ed as having been made and taking place on the twenty-fifth 
instant. A true copy. 

Witness, Henry Ward, Sec'ry. 

The committee proceed and make choice of the Honble 
Stephen Hopkins, President; Rouse J. Helme, Clerk. 
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December^ 1776. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That application be made by this 
committee to the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay, to 
give orders to such part of the Mihtia as are under the com- 
mand of Major General Lincoln, and were ordered to march 
or who may be marching through the State of Rhode Island, 
to be retained in the said State of Rhode Island, to oppose that 
body of the enemy who have landed therein until a represen- 
tation of the matter be made to Congress ; and they shall give 
directions respecting them, or until the further motions of the 
enemy shall make it necessary to march them elsewhere, or 
further orders from said General Court. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That application be made by this 
committee to Major General Ward, to give orders to the regi- 
ment in the continental service, stationed in New Hampshire, 
to march immediately to Providence,^ in the State of Rhode 
Island, for the defence of that State. 

Henry Ward, Esqr., appointed to draft two letters — one to 
the honble Council of the Massachusetts Bay, and the other 
to the honorable General Ward ; Mr. Ward having laid before 
this committee the letters he was nominated to draft, they are 
approved of, and the Clerk is directed immediately to make 
fair copies of the same, to be signed by the President, and 
forthwith despatched. 

The committee adjourn until to-morrow morning 10 of clock. 

Thursday^ December 26, 1776. 
The committee met according to adjournment. 

Present, — The same members as yesterday. 

The question being put whether the State of Connecticut be 
requested to send any part of the four battalions in the service 
of that State, now under marching orders to the North River, 
to the defence of the State of Rhode Island — it passed in the 
negative. The committee being unanimously of opinion that 
those troops are necessary for the defence of the North River 
and the stores there collected, which is of the utmost import- 
ance to the United States. 

Upon motion. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that while so large a body of the enemy is in possession 
of Rhode Island, it is necessary to keep six thousand men in 
the State of Rhode Island to oppose them, who may consist 
of the troops from Massachusetts Bay, under the command of 
General Lincoln, ordered to march, or who may be marching 
through the said State — supposed to be about three thousand, 
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of the battalion of continental troops now in the State of New 
Hampshire, being about four hundred and fifty, of the two 
battalions now raising in the State of Rhode Island, consisting 
of seven hundred and fifty men each, and of such continental 
troops as are raised in the States of the Massachusetts Bay 
and New Hampshire, and may be most conveniently marched, 
as will complete the number of six thousand : that for this 
purpose, two battalions from the Massachusetts Bay and one 
from New Hampshire, be ordered to march to the State of Rhode 
Island, in parties, as soon as twenty men or more can be rais- 
ed belonging to a company : of which three battalions — one 
thousand are to remain in the State of Rhode Island until 
further orders from Congress, or the State in which they are 
raised, and the others may march on : and that it be recom- 
mended to the States of the Massachusetts Bay and New 
Hampshire to give the necessary orders for the march of the 
said battalions as aforesaid. 

Resolved : that during the continuance of the enemy in the 
State of Rhode Island, it be recommended to the several States 
in New England to put the forces they may send into the said 
State under the command of Major General Lincoln, until fur- 
ther orders from the respective States to which they belong, 
or the General Congress. 

The committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 of 
clock. 

Sunday^ December 29, 1776. 

The committees met according to adjournment. 

Present, — The same members as yesterday. 

Pursuant to the resolution of this committee entered into the 
twenty-sixth instant, application having been made to the 
General Court of the Massachusetts Bay, to give orders to the 
forces of that State under the command of Major General Lin- 
coln, ordered to march, and who were marching through the 
State of Rhode Island, to be halted in that to oppose ihe ene- 
my, who have made a descent therein, and also to Major Gen- 
eral Ward, to direct the continental regiment in New Hamp- 
shire to march to the said State of Rhode Island : and the said 
General Court having ordered General Lincoln, with the great- 
est part of the troops under his command, to march to Dan- 
bury, in Connecticut, and Major General Ward having ac- 
quainted this committee that the said continental regiment is 
under marching orders for Ticondiroga, which cannot be re- 
voked : and it is necessary to supply the deficiency occasioned 
thereby ; it is therefore Resolved, that the body of six thou- 
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sand men, in the above mentioned resolution, declared by this 
committee to be necessary for the defence of the said State of 
Rhode Island, be supplied by the several States in New Eng- 
land, as follows, to wit : 

THE MASSACHUSETTS BAT. 

Part of the troops under General Lincoln, - - 1300 

Militia, 550 

A company of Artillery, ----- 60 

1900 

CONNECTICUT. 

Including one of the four battalions raising in 
that State, to supply the deficiency in the 
continental army, ----- 1092 

NEW HAMPSHIKE. - - 300 



RHODE ISLAND. 

Two battalions enlisted for 16 months, - - 1500 
Regiment of Artillery for 15 months, - - 300 



1800 



Continental troops, ----- 1000 

6092 

which will make the number about six thousand, as recona- 
mended in the resolution referred to. 

It is recommended to the States of the Massachusetts Bay, 
Connecticut, and New Hampshire, to continue the forces by 
them sent as aforesaid, into the said State of Rhode Island, 
keeping up their full numbers until further orders from the 
respective States by which they are sent or from the General 
Congress. 

And that said troops and all others sent into the State of 
Rhode Island be under the command of the General of the 
continental army commanding in said State. 

The committee adjourn until to-morrow morning 10 of clock. 

Whereas the militia of the several states of New England 
may be frequently called into the same service, and many in- 
conveniences may be prevented by their being placed upon the 
same footing in point of incouragement, wages, and rations. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several States 
aforesaid, that whenever the militia of said States, or either of 
them, shall be called into service for any term less than two 
months, that the officers and soldiers be allowed and paid the 
same wages and rations that those of equal rank in the conti- 
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nental army are allowed and paid. And (hat it be recom- 
mended that when the militia shall be called out for a term 
more than two and not exceeding four months, that the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers be paid a bounty of twenty 
shillings; and where the term of their service shall amount to 
five and not exceed six months, that the non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers be paid a bounty of forty shillings over 
and above the continental pay and rations, provided they shall 
voluntarily inlist into such services ; otherwise that they have 
and receive the continental wages and rations only, without 
any bounty as aforesaid. 

And whereas the speedy filling up the quotas of the contin- 
ental army required of the New England States, is of the great- 
est importance, for the furtherance thereof, it is recommended 
as highly necessary and expedient for the respective States to 
lay an embargo on all privateers, and on all shipping what- 
ever, except what shall specially be permitted by each State, 
for the purpose of bringing such necessaries as are absolutely 
needed, and also continental vessels, and armed vessels be- 
longing to the respective States — permission being first had 
and obtained from the said State from whence they may de- 
part; and that said embargo be continued until the end afore- 
said of filling up the continental army be fully completed 
and accomplished : and it is further recommended to the seve- 
ral States aforesaid, that they import the articles of clothing, 
medicines, and whatever else may be necessary for the use of 
the army on their own account and risque. 

State of Rhode Island, &c. 

Secretary's Office^ December 16, 1825. 

The above is a true copy of certain parts of a document on 
file in my office, endorsed ** Proceedings of the committee of 
the New England Slates, at Providence, Dec. 25, 1776." 

Henry Bowen, Sec'ry. 

The regiments raised pursuant to the recommendation of 
the convention of committees, were first raised for fifteen 
months, ending March 16th, 1778. They were then, by an 
Act of the General Assembly, ordered to be re-inlisted for 
twelve months, ending March 16th, 1779, and then for the 
third time, pursuant to the same authority, for twelve months 
ending March 16th, 1780 — making three years and three 
months, before this Brigade was disbanded. 



64 [17 7 6.] 

The raising of this Brigade was very dissatisfactory to Gen- 
eral Washington at first, who thought it would interfere with 
the Eighty-eight battalions ordered by Congress to be raised 
for three years or during the war ; two of which were assign- 
ed to Rhode Island, and a correspondence took place between 
Gov. Cooke and the Commander-in-Chief on the subject But 
after an explanation by Gov. Cooke of their necessity for the 
defence of Rhode Island, and when not necessary for that 
purpose, they could be marched into any other state, and that 
the raising of these was not intended and would not interfere 
with the filling up of the Continental battalions as apprehend- 
ed, the General withdrew his objections, or at least he admit- 
ted that the *^ peculiar circumstances of Rhode Island, under 
an invasion, would furnish many apologies for the measure." 
Copies of these interesting letters, never before published, will 
be found in the subsequent pages of this book. They were 
found by the writer in his searches for evidence, in the ofiice 
of the Secretary of State, and were used as such to prove that 
this Brigade was of such a "continental" character, that the 
balances for depreciation of pay were justly due from the 
United States. But see more on this point hereafter. 

The following are the names of the officers and soldiers of 
the Brigade, commanded by Colonels Robert Elliott, John 
Topham, and Archibald Crary, with the balances of depreci- 
ation reported to be due by a committee, in October, 1785. — 
This Roll is not now to be found in the archives of the State 
— the original having been sent to the war department, and 
probably burnt, when the war office was destroyed by fire 
many years ago, and no copy retained ; a copy however was 
taken by an officer before it was sent, and there is no doubt of 
its correctness, and it is the best list extant to prove who be- 
longed to the Brigade and to whom depreciation of pay is due, 
whether Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or Private, and is 
often referred to as evidence in pension cases, under late Acts 
of Congress. The names in each regiment are arranged in 
alphabetical order : — 
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COL. JOHN TOPHAM'S REGIMENT. 

A. 





£ 


*. 


d. 


D. M. William Almey, 


17 


I 


8 


Lieut. Gabriel Allen, 


431 


19 




Jonathan or John Allen, 


53 


3 


3 


Presimeus Austin, 


37 


2 


1 


William Andrews, 


24 


9 


11 


Silvanus Alvenus, 


35 


12 


6 


Ebenezer Axtall, 


15 


6 


7 


James Alterton, 


28 


14 




Oliver Arnold, 


13 


5 


4 


Jeremiah Austin, 


33 





10 


Reuben Arnold, 


13 


2 


11 


William Armstrong, 


15 


4 


7 


Peleg Andrews, 


27 


2 


3 


Joab Albro, 


26 


10 


8 


Samuel Albro, 


6 


15 


3 


Silas Andrew, 


28 


9 


2 


Henry Aldrich, 


32 


19 


11 


Andrew Albro, 


12 


12 




Nicholas Alger, 


47 


3 


11 


Nathan Andrews, 


13 


17 


2 


Stephen Austin, 


12 


9 


4 


Samuel Apes, 


12 


17 


4 


William Allen, 


14 





2 


Stephen Allen, 


12 


18 


8 


George Austin, 


11 


14 




■ Oliver Austin, 


21 


9 


3 


James Austin, 


15 


17 


3 


Joseph Austin, 


16 


9 


3 


Joseph Allen, 


18 


19 


9 


Jack Almey, 


17 


5 


2 


James Almey, 


17 


5 


2 


Jacob Amos, 


20 


10 


7 


Prince Arnold, 


17 


5 


2 


John Albro, 


13 


18 


3 


John Albert, 


42 


5 





John Austin, 


16 


7 


11 


James Alexander, 


16 


9 


3 


Darius Antrum, 


16 


10 


7 


Gideon Aldrich, 


16 


7 


11 


Royall Aldrich, 


16 


11 


11 


Whipple Andrews, 


16 


7 


11 


Caleb Austin, 
6 


15 


13 


3 
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Ebenezer Averill, 
Nicholas Allen, 
James Andrews, 
Darius Antrim, 
William Albert, 



Peter Berry, 
Beriah Burn, Jr., 
Elisha Billinton, 
Andrew Billings, 
Isaac Brown, 
James Brown, 
William Burrington, 
Ichabod Barber, 
Beniamin Brown, 
Nicholas Branch, 
Henry Bennett, 
Paul Briggs, 
John Burlingame, 
Jonathan Bushee, 
Joel Briggs, 
Caleb Blanchard, 
Reuben Blanchard, 
Andrew Bennett, 
Samuel Baker, 
Samuel Button, 
William Babcock, 
Burton Brigs, 
Ichabod Baker, 
Isaac Briggs, 
Christopher Bullock, 
Edward Bennett, 
Daniel Bellows, 
Drummer. Daniel Bates, 
Nathan Brigs, 
George Bates, 
Henry Beasley, 
Silas Bates, 
Christopher Bates, 
Joseph Bly, 
Samuel Baily, 
Oliver Burdock, 
William Badcock, 
Gideon Bowen, 
Isiah Button, 



£ 


s. 


d. 


16 


7 


11 


31 


18 


4 


16 


9 


3 


16 


10 


7 


22 


15 


9 


41 


2 


5 


41 


10 


2 


11 


11 


3 


18 


6 


4 


17 


6 


8 


30 


2 


6 


15 


15 


11 


27 


16 


4 


6 


14 


3 


34 


6 


5 


14 


11 


11 


31 


9 


1 


14 


4 


9 


14 


10 


1 


14 


4 


9 


32 


15 


3 


32 


15 


3 


31 


1 


4 


12 


6 


— — 


10 


14 


6 


16 


13 


1 


13 


5 


4 


13 


2' 


11 


3 


5 


5 


13 


2 


11 


13 


2 


11 


36 


7 


2 


34 


18 


4 


12 


2 


4 


32 


2 


5 


33 


14 


9 


28 


16 


7 


32 


10 


9 


28 





2 


12 


9 


6 


15 







13 


14 




32 


9 


11 


15 





2 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


Joseph Bump, 
Aniasa Bryant, 
Isaac Bump, 
Nalhaniel Burdock, 


12 
34 
10 
13 


1 
13 
16 

2 


i 

1 
8 


Aaroti Badcock, 


13 


9 


4 


Josiah Burdock, 


31 


5 


4 


James Blyvan, Jr., 


31 


8 


8 


TliOni.TS Barber, 


28 


16 


11 


Jared Bailey, 
Samuel Brown, 


43 
16 


5 
1 


3 


Aholiab Branch, 


16 


10 


7 


Daniel Bntton, 


16 


13 


3 


Stephen Baker, 


10 


10 


6 


Champlin Badcock, 


18 


19 


9 


Jonathan Bales, 


19 


19 


11 


Stan on Burdock, 
Abel Ji Biter, 


15 
16 


19 
19 


11 
11 


Edward Boomer, 
Jonathan Brown, 


13 

16 


3 
9 


6 
11 


Ichabod Brownell, 


16 


13 


3 


Elislia Baker, 


16 


6 


7 


Clarke Brown, 


17 


6 


2 


Winchester Bicktlell, 


16 


6 


6 


Joseph Bentley, 
Thomas Bryer, 
Nathaniel Bucklin, 


16 
22 
16 


14 
6 
11 


8 
4 
11 


Seth Baker, 


36 


6 


8 


Joseph Bishop, 
David Btinckly, 


16 
16 


7 
7 


U 
4 


Daniel Bowen, 


16 


17 


3 


Joshua Button, 


15 


17 


3 


Rupee Batchellor, 


16 


5 


3 


Joshua Brambley, 
William Billings, 


20 
22 


10 

7 


7 


George Badcock, 


20 


10 


7 


Paul Burniley, 


36 


19 


— 


Phearman, Badcock, 


16 


14 


7 


John Babcook, 


16 


5 


3 


James (or Jonas) Babcock, 


16 


6 


3 


Peris Brotvn. 


16 


5 


3 


Thomas Burney, 
Joshua Bnrr, 


20 
16 


13 

7 


9 
11 


Noah Barker, 


17 


17 


2 


Peleg Brand, 


20 


16 


— 


Asael Bowen, 


20 


13 


4 


Nathan Bussee, 


20 


16 


— 


Nathaa Blyvan, 


29 


3 


— 
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£ ». d. 




Lay Brownell, 


29 9 — 


LL Col. 


William BartoD, 


80 16 5 




James BlvTan, 
William Broofe, 


66 12 — 




7 7 — 




William Barker, 


20 10 7 


Capt. 


Joshua Babcock, 


lie 1 6i 


Q. M. Sergt. Joshua M. Britt,' 


64 8 6 


Lieut. 


Peleg Benny, 


40 a 5 




Joseph Button, 


20 10 7 


Corpl. 


Arnold Bentley, 


17 12 1 




Paul Brownell, 


IB 17 — 




George Brownell, 


15 10 8 




John Blanchard, 


20 9 9 




o. 




Lieut. 


Samuel Champlin, 


46 4 4 




Martia Childs, 


66 U 1 




Joseph Coates, 


18 1 1 




Jonathan Chandlei, 


67 8 9 




John Congdon, 


22 15 8 


Sergt. 


Jeffery Champtin, 


47 13 3 


do! 


Christopher Coggshall, 


64 14 6 




Daniel Cranston, 


30 6 4 




Benjamin Congdon, 


13 12 9 




James Congdon, 


52 19 4 




Alderman Crank, 


30 6 4 




John Cummings, 


12 4 8 




Stephen Charles, 


31 17 9 




Thomas Chaffell, 


12 4 — 




Adam Cooper, 


32 16 2 




Joab Chaflell, 


10 12 1 




Levi Crandall, 


3 12 9 




Thomas Cummings, 


13 2 11 




Bedan Casey, 


13 2 11 




Dauiel Colvin, 


1 17 — 




John Clipper, 


36 6 2 




Stanford Case, 


11 17 4 




Thomas Collins, 


27 U 10 




Arnold Crmnb, 


34 19 — 




Billiuglon Crumb, 


4 2 11 




John Champlin, 


15 5 4 




Richard Chase, 


16 11 3 




Simeon Crumb, 


47 2 




George Chunks, 


12 17 1 


Corpl. 


Clarke Crandall, 


60 4 2 




Oliver Crooker, 


13 10 10 
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Joshua Crandall, 
Caleb Church, 
Roger Clarke, 
Simeon Crandall, 
Joseph Conne, 
Catey Clarke, 
William Coone, 
Gideon Crandall, 
Thomas Cross, 
Asa Crandall, 
Lyman Crandall, 
Benjamin Cambell, 
James Cambell, 
Wells Clarke, 
Joimilian Cahoone, 
George Congdon, 
Thomas Grassing, 
JoiiaChan Congdon, 
John Crapo, 
Daniel Corey 
Gardner CJeaveland, 
Caleb Congdon, 
Joseph Cole, 
Joseph Curtis, 
Whipple Crow, 
William Corey, 
William Cummiags, 
Josiah Crossman, 
Jacob Cummings, 
Laiham Cornell, 
Ebenezer Covell, 
Moses Cox. 
John Casey, 
Abiel Cooke, 
Levi Cole, 
Simeon Clarke, 
Charles Cozzins, 
Samuel Corey, 
Timolliy Chapman, 
Naihamel Church, 
■ El sha Corey, 
Christopher Coldgrovi 
James Crandall, 
James Crandall, Jr., 
Isaac Curtis, 
Joseph Campbell, 
Asa Clarke, D. M., 



12 


9 


4 


18 


12 





12 


4 


— 


12 


18 


8 


12 


18 


8 


13 


9 


4 


63 


8 


8 


18 


6 


3 


27 








34 


14 


6 


15 


19 


11 


16 


3 


11 


16 


2 


7 


16 


9 


3 


22 


11 


8 


17 


6 


2 


16 


6 


7 


13 


18 


6 


17 


11 


10 


16 


6 


6 


18 


18 


3 


16 


3 


1 


17 


5 


2 


17 


17 


9 


16 


3 


U 


16 


9 


3 


17 


14 


6 


42 


9 


4 


16 


9 


3 


16 


11 


11 


16 


10 


7 


17 


7 


10 


17 


12 


— 


15 


15 


11 


13 


18 


3 


16 


6 


5 


14 


10 


3 


15 


1 


3 


22 


2 


10 


44 


6 


9 


16 


5 


3 


15 


11 


U 


16 


11 


11 


20 


16 





20 


13 


9 


21 


4 


7 
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£ 


a. 


d. 




Jacob Campbell, 


20 


2 


7 




Adam Crandall, 


20 


17 


10 




Isaac Clapp, 


16 


4 


9 




Charles Cooke, 


20 


6 


9 




John Craper, 


20 


13 


9 


Drummer. 


James Chaffell, 


38 


16 


7 




James Chaffell, 


16 


3 


11 




'i'heophilus Croker, 


13 


9 


11 




D. 








Capt. 


Christopher Dyer, 


291 


7 


6 




William Dyer, 


61 


2 




Lieut. 


John Drake, 


17 


18 


10 




Jonathan Derail, 


14 


— — 






Joshua Davids, 


29 


3 


2 




Amos Drummer, 


26 


13 


2 




Gideon Dean, 


11 


16 


8 




Abraham Dean, 


13 


1 


4 


Adjutant. 


Jonathan Devall, 


16 


7 


6 




David Davis, 


9 


6 


11 




Simeon Davis, 


9 


12 


1 




William Davis, 


20 


3 


6 




John Dickason, 


44 


16 


4 




Aaron Davis, 


19 


2 


3 




Charles Daniel, 


20 


10 


7 




Stephen Daily, 


20 




7 




Benjamin Diggins, 


18 


7 


7 


Corpl. 


Reuben Devall, 


6 


16 


8 




James Douglas, 


16 


18 


7 




Gardner Davis, 


15 


19 


11 




Joseph Davis, 


29 


2 


9 




Niles Davis, 


16 


16 


7 




Nicholas Davis, 


16 


5 


3 




Benjamin Davis, 


16 


11 


11 




Jonathan Dyer, 


20 


10 


7 




Phillip Dirkell, 


20 


13 


9 




Bristol Davis, 


16 





9 




E. 










John Eddy, 


14 


9 


1 




Moses Eddy, 


12 


2 






Thomas Eliezer, 


56 


17 


4 


Corpl. 


William Evans, 


15 


6 


4 




Ebenezer Eaton, 


14 





2 




Augustus Ellis, 


12 


2 


10 




Daniel Ellis, 


10 


16 


I 




David Enos, 


20 


14 


7 




Robert Eldridge, 


16 


2 


7 
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£ 


a, d. 


Benjamin Evans, 


16 


11 11 


Abraham Enos, 


19 


17 3 


James Ewin, 


12 


4 — 


Henry Eldridge, 


32 


19 11 


P. 






Abel Fowler, 


23 


17 11 


Jonathan Foster, 


42 


19 4 


Henry Freeman, 


69 


15 5 


Seth Fuller, 


13 


12 11 


Daniel Fish, 


16 


7 7 


Charles Fittamore, 


12 


17 4 


Anthony Flandy, 


12 


18 11 


Phanto Frost, 


37 


18 11 


Arthur Fenner, Jr., 


17 


14 2 


Charles Freeman, 2d, 


15 


17 3 


Fifer. Joseph Fintch, 


46 


7 10 


Peter Fintch, 


16 


7 11 


Henry Fintch, 


16 


1 3 


John Frazier, 


16 


7 11 


David Foster, 


20 


10 7 


Thomas Field, 


20 


16 — 


John Forbes, 


19 


7 


rummer. Charles Freeman, 


59 


5 10 


Elijah Fayer, 


25 


19 11 


Jethro Freeman, 


17 


5 2 


Fantee Frost, 


37 


18 11 


G. 






Capt. Josiah Gibbs, 


79 


18 


Royall Grinnall, 


15 


14 3 


Bailey Grinnall, 


14 


5 6 


Abiel Gibbs, 


14 


17 11 


Cyrus Gates, 


14 


8 7 


Chafey Greene, 


28 


9 10 


Capt. Jonathan Greene, 


35 


17 10 


Benjamin Gordon, 


26 


7 1 


Bowen Greene, 


32 


15 3 


Edward Gorton, 


10 


16 5 


William Gorton, 


11 


5 4 


Josiah Giles, 


15 


8 11 


Prince Goodwin, 


7 


16 2 


Isaac Grafton, 


13 


1 6 


Jabez Greene, 


26 


1 10 


Stephen Gavett, 


14 


2 


George Griffion, 


7 


6 1 
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Corpl. 



Lieut. 



Lt Col 
Adjt. 
Lieut 
Capt 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


John Goodbet, 


11 


18 


8 


Asa Gardner, 


13 


14 


10 


Samuel Greene, 


13 


4 


— ' 


Edward Greene, ye 2d, 


29 


13 


3 


Samuel G alien. 


16 


7 


11 


Ezekiel Greene, 


16 


7 


11 


Nathan Greene, 


16 


7 


11 


Benjamin Goram, 


16 


6 


7 


Josiah Gardner, 


18 


19 


9 


William Grafton, 


9 


18 


8 


Recompense Gifford, 


40 





3 


Jonathan GiflFord, 


17 





2 


Joseph GaflFery, 


16 


5 


3 


George Grinnall, 
David Greene, 


15 


19 


11 


16 


11 


11 


Mansin Greene, 


17 


17 


9 


William Greene, 


15 


14 


7 


Johnston Gorden, 


16 


3 


11 


Charles Greene, 


16 


3 


11 


John Greene, 


16 


3 


11 


Joseph Grey, 


16 


7 


11 


James Gri£face, 


16 


9 


3 


Samuel Gibbs, 


16 


2 


7 


Jonathan Grey, 


15 


14 


7 


George Gavat, 


16 


5 


3 


Benjamin Gavet, 


18 


1 


6 


Job Greene, 


54 


13 


11 


William Gardner, 


47 


5 


2 


Samson George, 


35 


19 


— — 


Samuel Gavit, 


20 


13 


9 


H. 








Nathaniel Hawkins, 


258 


18 


8 


Charles Handy, 


175 


10 


11 


Joshua Howard, 


64 


8 


6 


Benjamin Hoppin, 


265 


2 





Malichi Harnett, 


81 


9 


10 


Charles Hewitt, 


103 


7 


3 


William Helme, 


93 


2 


8i 


Isaiah Hawes, 


39 


13 


11 


John Hall, 


43 


19 




Robert Holley, 


31 





11 


Nathan Harvey, 


20 


11 


5 


James Harris, 


27 


16 


4 


Benjamin Hackett, 


12 


2 




Timothy Hall, 


16 





6 
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Corpl. 
Corpl. 



Corpl. 





£ 


a. 


d. 


Augustus Hall, 


14 


5 


6 


Edmund Hewil, 


IS 


5 


1 


Richard Hayden, 


14 


6 


9 


Caleb Hammett, 


4 


18 


8 


Peleg Haven, 


13 


5 


4 


Elijah Hadsall, 


15 


11 


11 


Zephaniah Hartshorn, 


16 





5 


George Havens, 


37 


10 


1 


Jonathan HaTtshorne, 


13 


12 


11 


Benjamin Holjey, 


34 


8 


6 


Elisha Hawes, 


11 


18 




Christopher Hargill, 


35 


1 


9 


Gardner Hill, 


12 


16 


2 


William Hill, 


11 


14 


10 


James Harris, 


14 


8 


10 


Clarke Hiscock, 


34 


1 


— 


Asa Hill, 


16 


10 


2 


William Hall, 


2S 


14 


7 


ChalesHall, 


26 


9 


3 


Uriah Harvey 


12 


7 


— 


Silas Hall, 


13 


9 


4 


Benjamin Hall, 


33 


5 


3 


Henry Hazard, 


13 


6 


8 


Paul Harvey, 


X3 


8 


— 


Silas Harvey, 


11 


19 


4 


Henry Howard, 


14 





2 


William Hewston, 


16 


2 


9 


George Hunt, 


18 


19 


9 


York Hannabel, 


17 


5 


2 


Andrew Harry, 


37 


10 


— 


Phoelix HoUbrooks 


17 


5 


2 


Nathaniel Helmes, 


10 


4 


3 


George Hopkins, 


16 


7 


11 


James Hitt, 


6 


7 


4 


Jonathan Hazzard, 


16 


15 


3 


Augustus Hinnen, 
Josiah Hill, 


15 


19 


11 


16 


18 


8 


Steward Halley, 


19 


10 


3 


Geoige Harvey, 


19 


13 


3 


John Hudson, 


11 


12 


11 


Pliillip Hoxie, 
John Howard, 


18 


11 


7 


16 


7 


11 


Benjamin Harvey, 
Benjamin Howard, 


16 


11 


11 


21 


7 


11 


Joshua Hiscock, 


10 


10 


5 


Ephraim Hiscock, 


15 


2 


7 


Joseph Hewit, 


22 


2 


10 
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£, s. d. 

William Harris, 20 10 7 

Benjamin Hemick, 15 11 1 

George Hacker, 19 11 7 

Jonathan Hakes, 16 5 3 

Caleb Hakes, 15 11 11 

Rodolphiis Hawkins, 16 6 11 

Nathaniel He wit, 15 11 11 

LeviHucks, 20 13 9 

Sergt. James Hall, 19 2 6 

Capt. Peleg Hoxie, 64 3 4 

Clarke Hopkins, 12 16 6 

Stephen Hart, 13 5 4 

John Howard, 33 9 8 

Edward Hiscock, 28 16 2 

George Hymes, 19 11 11 

Fortune Howland, 20 16 — 

Benjamin Hodge, 33 6 5 

James Herrington, 28 14 — 

Robart Holley, 15 18 7 

Anthony Handy, 12 18 11 

Bradduck Hale, 13 — — 

Benjamin Harris, 16 11 11 

Thomas Havens, 20 16 — 

Nathaniel Humphrey, 31 8 4 

Job Hart, 20 13 9 

Jonathan Hoar, 32 1 8 

Samuel Hill, 16 5 2 

John Hale, 15 19 6 

J. 

Lieut. Eli as Jackson, 103 6 3 

Levi Jencks, 16 2 — 

Nicholas Jenckes, 16 8 9 

Josiah Jones, 29 2 8 

William Jones, 60 2 — 

Moses James, 31 17 9 

Edward Johnston, 9 19 6 

Sylvanus Johnston, 28 17 11 

Bormer Jenckes, 34 18 6 

Robert Jackson, 12 9 6 

Corpl. Joab Johnston, 6 10 — 

Samuel James, 14 2 

Archibald Jackson, 17 17 9 
Robert Jackson, H. Co., 12 9 6 

Samuel Jones, 16 2 7 

Nathaniel Jenckes, 16 9 3 
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Ensign. 



Corpl. 



Corpl. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Cato Jesiips, 


19 


11 


11 


Josiah Johnston, 


17 


10 


10 


Benjamin Jenckes, 


13 


18 


3 


George Jenckes, 


18 





5 


Isaac Jackson, 


16 


7 


4 


Paul James, 


16 


9 


3 


Theodore Johnston, 


10 


12 


— 


Silas James, 


15 


19 


11 


William Johnston, 


13 


5 


4 


Benjamin Jordan, 


26 


7 


1 


Andrew James, 


31 


17 


9 


James Irvin, 


12 


4 


.— 


Johnston Jorden, 


16 


3 


11 


Abraham Inman, 


16 


10 


7 


K. 








Asah Kenny, 


46 


2 


— 


Thomas Knight, 


14 


2 


5 


James Knox, 


30 


8 


1 


Thomas Kettle, 


35 





8 


Edmond Kettle, 


12 


2 




Samuel Kimball, 


15 


8 


1 


Nathan Knight, 


9 





11 


WiUiam Kenyon, 


15 


8 


2 


Moses Kenyon, 


13 


8 




Savil Kingsley, 


15 


3 


11 


Caleb Kenyon, 


15 


11 


11 


Elisha Kenyon, 


16 


11 


11 


Ladwick Kenyon, 


15 


13 


3 


Joseph Kembell, 


20 


10 


7 


Robert Kennady, 


20 


11 


11 


Jacob Kembell, 


22 


1 




Abram Kinnon, 


16 


10 


7 


Thomas Kellum, 


18 


12 


11 


John Kenyon, 


16 


16 


7 


John Klipper, 


35 


6 


2 


Joseph Killome, 


18 


12 


11 


Bedan Kaise, 


13 


12 


11 


L. 








Robert Love, 


17 


17 


6 


Benjamin Lewis, 


42 


5 


4 


Caleb Lewis, 


27 


16 


4 


Daniel Lyon, 


32 


2 


8 


John Lewis, 


35 


17 


5 


Eli Lake, 


11 


11 


4 



76 [1776.] 





£ 


s. d. 


William Letson, 


29 


1 11 


Benjamin B. Lockwood, 


12 


11 4 


Sweet Luther, 


10 


8 6 


Robert Letson, 


35 


2 


Ephraim Letson, 


27 


17 11 


Cato Lindon, 


60 


19 10 


John Lamphier, 


14 


1 — 


John Lewis, 


16 


5 3 


Samuel Lewis, 


19 


10 3 


George Lawton, 


41 


4 4 


Barzilla Luce, 


13 


18 3 


Peleg Lewis, 


16 


19 11 


Amos Linden, 


18 


1 2 


Samuel Lawton, 


11 


19 10 


Israel Low, 


16 


17 3 


Joseph Langsford, 


10 


2 7 


William Lunt, 


16 


19 3 


Zebuleen Lewis, 


16 


6 3 


Samuel Longfier, 


16 


2 7 


Sergt. Joseph Lawton, 


31 


18 4 


M. 






Lieut. & A. James Miller, 


272 


3 10 


liieut. Samuel Montgomery, 


65 


1 9 


John Miller, 


161 


18 9 


Charles McMillen, 


10 


14 6 


Oliver Mordock, f 


12 


18 6 


Augustas Maxon, 


46 


2 3 


John Mowry, 


14 


7 6 


Ben Mott, 


6 


6 5 


Robert Mott, 


46 


3 7 


Joel Maxon, 


29 


6 — 


Benjamin Miller, 


13 


4 — 


Edward Morris, 


16 


15 11 


Nathan Maxon, 


15 


7 6 


Joel Martin, 


18 


11 7 


Capt. Aaron Mann, 


57 


7 3 


Jesse Mann, 


16 


11 11 


Isaac Manchester, 


16 


7 11 


Stephen Maxon, 


17 


8 11 


iSimeon Minor, 


22 


2 3 


William Main, 


19 


9 3 


Corpl. William Mann, 


22 


18 8 


Cyperan Mager, 


20 


13 9 


Eseck Mowry, 


16 


11 11 


Stephen Manchester, 


20 


13 9 


Parea Mouth, 


20 


13 9 
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77 







£ s. 


d. 




John Morton, 


17 7 


10 




Jonathan Mathewson, 


20 16 







Benjamin Mathewson, 


16 6 


7 




N. 






Q. M. S. 


Samuel Nicholls, 


63 11 


7 




Thomas Nicholls, 


43 7 


— 




John Nicholls, 


30 6 


10 




William Nicholls, 


5 2 


3 




Ebenezer Nicholls, 


10 14 


6 


Drummer. 


William Northup, 


15 12 


— 




Martin Nicholls, 


28 18 


5 




Edward Nedson, 


33 7 


5 




Ruben Nicholls, 


21 1 


11 




David Nicholls, 


15 14 


7 




James Nedson, 


20 16 







Joseph Norton, 


31 18 


4 




Noles Negress, 


17 11 


10 




Joseph Nichols, 


17 5 


2 




Enos Nira, 


20 10 


7 




o. 








James Owen, 


48 19 


6 




Thomas Osbum, 


10 12 


1 




Arthur Owen, 


9 


11 




George Osbum, 


11 14 


8' 




Samuel Oxx, 


20 16 






Joshua Osbend, 


11 14 


8 




Hugh Osbend, 


11 14 


8 




P. 






Major. 


Samuel Phillips, 


210 4 


5 


Lieut. 


Christopher Phillips, 


55 18 


— 


Lieut. 


Elisha Parker, 


56 11 


1 


Lieut. 


Barber Peckham, 


124 17 


7 


Lieut. 


Clarke Parker, 


170 19 


10 


Lieut. 


George Potter, 


37 16 


2 


Sergt. 


John Pawl, 


22 11 


— 


Corpl. 


Moses Pittman, 


13 12 


9 


A 


Corey Pitman, 


36 


4 




Peter Paul, 


15 S 


9 




Daniel Page, 


56 11 


4 




Jonathan Parker, 


32 8 


7 




Elisha Potter, 


13 12 







Gilbert Potter, 


10 17 


9 




Gideon Potter, 


9 4 


I 
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Sergt. 



Corpl, 



Sergt. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Joseph Place, 


16 


10 


4 


Joseph Place, 


17 


8 


4 


Stephen Popple, 


5 


3 


— 


William Pulling, 


17 


3 


7 


John Parker, 


28 


1 


1 


Abel Potter, 


12 


8 


2 


Joseph Pratt, 


13 


1 


4 


Adolphus Paddock, 


32 


15 


1 


Isaac Peck ham, 


6 


7 


7 


Jonathan Palmeter, 


14 


17 


6 


Levi Potter, 


15 


14 


7 


Thomas Proffitt, 


20 


18 


7 


Phineas Palmeter, 


20 


10 


7 


Edward Paine, 


17 


18 


6 


Joshua Palmeter, 


16 


1 


3 


Joseph Pain, 


13 


18 


3 


James Petty, 


10 


18 


11 


Joshua Petty, 


16 


2 


7 


Thomas Phillips, 


20 


10 


7 


George Petty, 


16 


18 


3 


Esekiel Parker, 


16 


3 


11 


Samuel Peck, 


13 


3 


11 


Benjamin Parker, 


16 


11 


11 


Elijah C. Potter, 


15 


18 


7 


Paul Palmeter, 


22 


8 


7 


John Popple, 


15 


15 


11 


Nathaniel Potter, 


14 


9 


11 


Braddock Peckham, 


15 


5 


3 


Ichabod Pierce, 


20 


16 




William Pero, 


20 


13 


4 


Daniel Perry, 


20 


13 


9 


Charles Pachatouch, 


19 


9 


10 


Gideon Pendleton, 


22 


15 


6 


Amos Palmer, 


22 


15 


9 


Thomas Piggen, 


36 





1 


Joseph Perigo, 


12 


9 


4 


Nathaniel Palmer, 


20 


16 


— 


Peter Peters, 


20 


13 


9 


Wm. Palmeter, 


20 


10 


7 


Daniel Paine, 


16 


11 


11 


Timothy Prince, 


20 


13 


9 


•William Phillips, 


48 


8 


11 


Joseph Place, 


20 


10 


7 


Q- 








James Quash, 


20 


10 


7 


Jebua Quaco, 


36 


I 


10 
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R. 





& 


s. 


d. 


BnsigD. Randall Rice, 


39 


12 


3 


Christopher Rofey, 


37 


12 


11 


Caleb Rice, 


35 


3 


7 


Abner Record, 


13 


9 


11 


James Richardson. 


6 


19 


8 


James Rath bun, 


16 


7 


7 


James Read, 


15 


8 


11 


Benedict Remington, 


14 


10 


1 


Joshua Rogers, 


55 


13 


3 


William Rice, 


14 





2 


Isaac Rice, 


10 


14 


8 


Rufus Rix, 


14 


17 


11 


Joseph Relph, 


14 


6 


10 


Sergt. James Robins, 


38 


8 


11 


Grindall Rawson, 


15 


7 


6 


John Randall, 


12 


3 


6 


Eseck Roberts, 


36 


6 


10 


Charles Reynolds, 


11 


17 




Stephen Ray, 


11 


11 


6 


Corpl. Thomas Reynolds, 


14 


17 


1 


Libeus Ross, 


12 


17 


4 


James Reynolds, 


17 


5 


2 


George Reynolds, 


19 


10 


7 


Tibbetts Rathbun, 


42 


12 


4 


Paris Rathbun, 


21 


3 


^ 


Oliver Rouse, 


20 


6 


3 


Benson Rathbun, 


16 


6 


7 


William Richardson, 


15 


11 


11 


Ebenezer Reed, 


42 


8 


9 


Caleb Ramin, 


17 


7 


5 


John Robinson, 


16 


2 


7 


Simeon Randall, 


16 


3 


11 


Gershom Ray, 


17 


5 


2 


Abram S. Reemson, 


16 


5 


3 


Lewis Rowland, 


22 


15 


9 


Pardon Robbins, 


20 


13 


9 


Jonathan Richmond, 


20 


17 


10 


s. 








Col. Joseph Stanton, 


86 


3 


11 


Capt. Joseph Springer, 


263 


8 


10 


Lieut. Andrew Stanton, 


166 


10 


I 


Richmond Springer, 


64 


5 


9 


Lieut. Jeremiah Stoue, 


32 


2 


1 
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Olney Stone, 
William Shaw, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Austin Sunderland, 
Seth Seamans, 
Pero Seamans, 
Oliver Seamans, 
John Stringer, 
Joshua Straight, 
Stephen Sherman, 
Jacob Sherman, 
Benjamin Smith, 
James Sheffield, 
William Smith, 
John Smith, 
Ebenezer Smith, 
John Stanbury, 
William Smith, 
Ichabod Stafford, 
Thomas Salesbury, 
Perry G. Smith, 
William Shaw, 
William Stewart, 
James Swift, 
Peleg Sherman, 
Rufus Stanford, 
Gamaliel Stringer, 
William Sly, 
Joshua Salesbury, 
Sampson G. Smith, 
Job Stone, 
Abiather Sucking, 
Jonathan Spencer, 
Amon Sunderland, 
Elisha Stanford, 
Wait Stillman, 
Augustus Saunders, 
Joseph Sheffield 
Daniel Sanders, 
Vernon Stanton, 
Thomas Sweet, 
Samuel Swift, 
Lemuel Stewart, 
Stephen SlaiSbrd, 
David Stone, 
• Josiah Seamans, 

Solomon Seamans, 



£ 


s. 


d. 


14 


16 


8 


18 


4 


6 


46 


13 


9 


43 


14 


9 


14 


17 


6 


12 


2 


—. 


14 


11 


11 


U6 


15 


4 


14 


17 


11 


14 


3 


6 


15 


8 


1 


6 


3 


7 


38 


16 


7 


13 


12 


-^ 


62 


1 


6 


12 


4 




33 


6 


2 


41 


8 


4 


13 


6 


4 


33 


17 


3 


10 


14 


8 


12 


4 


8 


16 


2 


2 


36 


5 


4 


52 


11 


4 


11 


11 


4 


49 


18 


1 


6 


12 


10 


28 


3 


3 


35 


19 


— 


32 


2 


1 


12 


18 


4 


32 


9 


7 


56 


8 


6 


11 


17 


4 


28 


19 


11 


13 


9 


4 


13 


8 


— 


28 


13 


3 


29 


12 


2 


17 


17 


9 


16 


2 


7 


16 


2 


7 


17 


6 


2 


19 


17 


3 


17 


5 


2 


22 


9 


_. . 
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Corpl. 



Col. 

Capt. 
Capt 





£ 


a. 


d. 


John Skescocks, 


19 


11 


11 


Thomas Serrings, 


41 


4 


4 


James Sampson, 


38 


10 


3 


John Sweet, 


15 


7 


3 


Gideon Sherman, 


17 


6 


6 


Robert Springer, 


17 


11 


11 


John Spink, 


16 


3 


11 


Seth Seamans, 


18 


18 


3 


James Sheffield, 


15 


3 


4 


Samuel Sherman, 


13 


18 


3 


Benjamin Sawdy, 


16 


2 


3 


Joe Shaw, 


15 


11 


10 


Nathan Swetland, 


16 


5 


3 


Samuel Sole, 


23 


8 


11 


Thomas Standly, 


17 


16 


1 


David Scott, 


16 


7 


U 


Eseck Smith, 


16 


10 


7 


John S trout, 


18 


10 


3 


David Spencer, 


17 


5 


2 


Earl Sears, 


16 


7 


11 


Freeborn Sweet, 


23 


9 


2 


Jared Stevens, 


16 


3 


11 


William Shaw, f. 


18 


1 


_ 


Richard Salesbury, 


15 


15 


11 


William Stevens, 


15 


13 


11 


Peleg Saunders, 


15 


5 


3 


Elisha Stanford, 


16 


2 


7 


Griffin Spencer, 


20 


10 


7 


Artemius Swetland, 


16 


5 


3 


Samuel Short, 


20 


16 




Eliphalet Stewart, 


36 


16 


4 


Samuel Spicer, 


17 


18 


6 


James Simmons, 


18 


8 




Alpheus Spalding, 


17 


9 


9 


Quom Simonds, 


36 


16 


4 


Tobias Smith, 


20 


16 




Daniel S^vayton, 


30 


6 


4 


Benjamin Spink, 


17 


10 


6 


Nathaniel Smith, 


23 


8 


11 


William Shearman, 


21 


3 


1 


William Stafford, 


20 


16 


— 


T. 








John Topham, 


434 






Solomon Townsend, 


63 


15 


7 


Alexander Thomas, 


207 


11 


7 


Phillip Trafton, 


277 


8 


10 



6 



82 



[1776.] 







£, s. d. 


Capt 


Thomas Thompson, 


81 9 10 


Fife M. 


Phillip Trafton, 


93 9 5 




Adam Trask, 


16 18 11 




Seth Thorns. 


57 16 10 




Caleb Tift, 


32 19 3 




James Tennant, 


12 4 — 




Obed Thurston, 


10 10 




James Thurston, 


10 14 8 




Benjamin Tabor, 


33 3 9 




William Tabor, 


33 3 11 


Drummer 


Charles Truman, 


59 5 10 




Elisha Tanner, 


31 10 — 




Nathan Thompson, 


13 18 4 




Thomps Thompson, 


14 11 3 




Daniel Tucker, 


14 10 1 




Gideon Tanner, 


20 6 3 




William Tanner, 


21 6 3 




George Tanner, 


20 14 7 




Zebulon Tanner, 


20 10 7 




Elisha Thayer, 


16 19 11 




Jethro Truman, 


17 6 2 




Robert Tift, 


20 10 7 




Samuel Tillinghast, 


19 15 7 




Caleb Teel, 


16 5 3 




Gideon Trafton, 


16 2 7 




Benjamin Tucker, 


16 7 11 




Nathan Twining, 


22 10 1 




Lemuel Tisdale, 


16 2 7 




William Tyler, 


16 6 3 




John Tabor, 


14 19 11 




Ruben Thorp, 


20 16 — 




Solomon Tift, 


16 17 3 




V. 






Josiah Yeal, 


16 19 11 




w. 




Surgeon 


Stephen Wigneron, 


320 4 3 


Capt. 


Benjamin West, 


293 5 3 




Nathan Westcoat, 


27 7 7 


Lieut. 


John Welch, 


190 10 6 


Lieut. 


Daniel Wall, 


162 3 — 


Lieut. 


John Wilcox, 


99 18 4 




Samuel Walton, 


15 15 3 


Capt. 


WUliam Whipple, 


162 8 9 


• 


William West, 


8 16 5 



[1776.] 

Timothy West, 
John Wait, 
Josiah Willis, 
Walter Worden, 
James Wardwell, 
Thomas Wall, 
Amasa Wood, 
John Wall, 
Job Wood, 
Joab Wait, 
Rhuben Wood, 
Fredericl^ Weever, 
John Walton, 
Burden Wilcox, 
Jeremiah Wilkey, 
William Wells, 
John Waterman, 
Fifer John Wilcox, 

Townsend Waterman, 
Jeremiah Witherhead, 
Caleb Weever, 
Silas Wheeler, 
Clarke Wells, 
John Whappy, 
Stephen Wilcox, 
William Warden, 
Arnold Warden, 
James Wells, 
Thomas Wait, 
Ceasor Warden, 
Prince Welch, 
Fuller Warmsley, 
Timothy West, 
Caleb Whitman, 
Joseph Wait, 
Samuel Whithorn, 
Phillip Whannen, 
Christopher Woodle, 
William Winslow, 
Peleg Watson, 
Johanell Wilcox, 
John Williams, 
Ichabod Willis, 
Ezral Willis, 
George Weever, 
Barnabus Wood, 
Nathan Weever, 



83 



£ a. 


d. 




65 12 


10 




27 16 


4 




19 14 


7 




21 6 






13 16 


6 




68 9 


1 




13 17 


8 




9 4 


1 




12 4 


8 




5 10 


8 




16 






33 13 


3 




6 16 


— 




14 19 


3 




12 19 


4 




12 2 


4 




13 18 






60 6 


3 




28 12 


7 




12 


7 




33 


2 




15 6 


11 




14 16 


3 




33 19 


11 




28 4 


8 




10 17 


4 




28 13 


10 




13 6 


4 


; 


16 17 


11 


1 


17 5 


2 


. i . 


17 5 


2 


%' .;- 


17 5 


2 




19 11 


11 




20 10 


7 




20 10 


7 




16 2 


7 




16 3 


4 




38 6 


7 




14 5 


2 




15 11 


11 




16 6 


7 




16 5 


3 




18 1 


2 




18 11 


7 




16 3 


11 




17 5 


2 




16 3 


11 





i 
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Sergt. 



Fifer 



Corpl. 





£ 


a. 


d. 


Peter Whiley, 


17 


12 


I 


Nathaniel Whitaker, 


16 


7 


11 


Joseph Willey, 


16 


9 


11 


William Wood, 


18 





11 


Benjamin Wilbour, 


17 


6 


2 


Samuel Willis, 


12 


13 


1 


Wilham Wilcox, 


15 


19 


11 


Daniel Webster, 


15 


14 


7 


John Wilbour, 


15 


15 


11 


Jeremiah Whaley, 


15 


11 


11 


James Weever, 


14 


10 


3 


Benjamin Wilcox, 


30 





8 


John West, 


15 


19 


11 


Jesse Warden, 


19 


11 


7 


Daniel Whitaker, 


31 


9 


8 


Francis Williams, 


17 


14 


10 


Simon Waggs, 


17 


19 


9 


Benoni West, 


30 


8 


1 


William Wanton, 


20 


13 


9 


Preserved Wilcox, 


19 


16 


2 


Y. 








Zebedee Young, 


20 


10 


7 


z. 








Zine Zon, 


35 


10 


9 


Joshua Zacko, 


36 


1 


10 


^EL ROBERT ET.T.TOITS 


i RE 


GB! 


[EN 


A. 








Benjamin Addison, 


34 


2 


11 


Nathan Andrews, 


23 


19 


1 


Ebenezer Averill, 


26 


4 


11 


Stephen Aplin, 


26 


2 


— 


George Atwell, 


39 


8 


6 


James Allen, 


19 


13 


2 


Peter A Id rich. 


20 


5 


9 


William Allen, 


20 


2 


10 


Thomas Arnold, 


19 


12 


9 


Caleb Arnold, 


61 


1 


11 


Edward Allen, 


11 


12 


2 


David Ames, 


10 





3J 


John Anderson, 


22 


6 


6 
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£ 


s. 


d 




Stephen Albro, 


17 


2 


7 




Joseph Arnold, 


20 


6 


2 




Jonathan Austin, 


40 


16 


7 




Samuel Allen, 


35 


1 


11 




Thomas Angels, 


67 


6 


10 




Benjamin Allen, 


19 


8 


li 




John AUdrick, 


20 


9 


10| 




B. 










VVilKam Badger, 


130 





4 




David Brown, 


118 


10 


5 


Lieut. 


Elijah Babbett, 


52 


14 


10 




John Baker, 


23 


13 


9 


Sergt. 


Robert Bailey, 


30 


19 


6 


Corpl. 


Jacob Brigs, 


14 


17 


4 




Abraham Borden, 


17 





1 


Bomb. 


Josiah Bowen, 


43 


4 


10 




James Brigs, 


39 


8 


4 




Abner Briggs, 


14 


4 


7 




David Briggs, 


13 


10 


1 




John Babbett, 


13 





6 




William Blake, 


26 


11 


6 




William Bailey, 


20 








Asa Burdick, 


42 


13 


5 




John Bosworth, 


15 


18 


4 




James Brown, 


63 


15 


11 




John Bowen, 


14 


11 


8i 




Francis Bailey, 


13 


8 


9 




John Brigs, 


65 


8 


8 


Bomb. 


Abram Brigs, 


54 


7 


— 




Townsend Brigs, 


25 


7 


3 




Benoni Burton, 


27 


4 


H 




John Booth, 


48 


18 


11 


Corpl. 


William Blare, 


31 


1 


3 


JL 


Thomas Brooks, 


25 


17 


5 


Corpl. 


Abiel Brigs, 


23 


19 


3 




Samuel Brooks, 


52 


9 


4 




Benjamin Burton, 


20 


4 


4 




EUsha Brigs, 


20 





3 


Sergt. 


Jacob Bel nap. 


21 


9 


1 




Thomas Batholick, 


20 


1 


6 


• 


Richard Brigs, 


20 


1 


7i 




Lewis Bosworth, 


18 


17 


10 


Corpl. 


Spencer Beers, 


68 


10 


7 




Job Beers, 


66 


4 


8 




Giles Brigs, 


26 


4 


10 
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£ 


s. 


d. 




Pennel Bowers, 


20 


17 


3 


Bomb. 


John Beard, 


3 


15 


n 


Fifer 


Benjamin Bailey, 


46 


18 






Benjamin Blake, 


42 


2 


7 




Andrew Blanchard, 


12 


6 


2 




Christopher Bun, 


51 


4 


4 




Nathaniel Brooks, 


25 


8 


11 


Corpl. 


Charles Bogman, 


48 


8 


6 




John Brown, 


45 


11 


4 




David Bramin, 


17 


2 


2 




James Bull, 


29 


17 


4 




Sylvanus Burdick, 


53 


7 


4 




William Burlingame, 


3 


4 


6 




Gideon Burdick, 


21 


18 


6 




Caleb Babcock, 


14 


15 


6 




Rejoyce Byran, 


29 


5 


1 




William Bentley, 


2 


6 


9 




Seth Baker, 


13 


8 


2 




Daniel Baker, 


13 


15 


3 




Richard Brown, 


34 


1 


8 




Joshua Babcock, 


19 


13 







Charles Beam, 


23 


10 


9 




o. 








Capt. 


Thomas Carlile, 


336 


4 


9 




Robert Carver, 


376 


8 


4 




Oliver Corey, 


177 


14 


4 




William Carpenter, 


106 


15 


1 




James Cosswell, 


149 


19 


10 


Lieut. 


William Comstock, 


11 


19 




Corpl. 


Benjamin Chase, 


20 





4 




Abiel Chase, 


36 


7 


6 




'I'homas Clarke, 


44 


1 


2 




James Cudworth, 


14 


4 


7 




Simeon Chase, 


11 


18 


2 




Ezra Chase, 


58 


16 


4 




Thomas Chase, 


12 


14 


1 




Preserved Chase, 


20 


14 


7 




Richard Clarke, 


20 


19 


7 




Abiel Cole, 


20 


5 


6 




Joseph Cudworth, 


19 


19 


7 




Jared Chase, 


18 


14 


3 




Walter Cranston, 


27 


8 


4 




Abner Crandall, 


26 


4 


4| 




Thomas Champlin, 


27 


8 


9 


Sergt. 


John Cleaveland, 


26 





6i 
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£ 


«. 


d. 


Bomb. John Clemence, 


8 


6 


15 


James Coje, 


13 


12 


1 


William Carpenter, 


2 


3 


10 


Bomb. Tabor Corey, 


28 


1 


2 


William Corey, 


26 


2 


7 


Joseph Corey, 


2o 





9 


Thomas Cahoon, 


20 


6 


9 


Sergt. John Clarke, 


64 


7 


9 


William Concklin, 


46 


4 


1 


Jonathan Capron, 


14 


9 


9 


Anthony Church, 


20 


1 


6 


Stephen Collins, 


20 


1 


7 


Stephen Card, 


18 


16 


4 


John Cole, 


18 


15 


4 


Oliver Collins, 


20 


1 


6 


Wilham Coggshall, 


51 


2 


— 


Benjamin Carpenter, 


26 


5 


9 


Israel Collins, 


24 


8 


8 


Ebenezer Corey, 


26 


7 


6 


Gabriel Conner, 


25 


8 


2 


Jeremiah Chase, 


10 


12 


6 


Barney Chase, 


10 


12 


10 


Zebedee McCarew, 


22 


16 


11 


John McCarty, 


45 


1 


4 


Joshtia Carpenter, 


17 


2 


7 


Benjamin Church, 


26 





6 


John Conway 


26 





6 


Jonathan Champlin, 


63 


9 


11 


John McCloud, 


7 


11 


1 


William Champlin, 


14 


16 


5 


Wilham Chadsey, 


13 


18 


10 


Jonathan Crandall, 


31 





9 


Daniel Cook, 


19 


11 


10 


William Camel, 


19 


11 


10 


George Croker, 


20 


4 


9 


Josiah Crandall, 


26 


9 


6 


John Oogshall, 


21 


12 


4 


Benjamin Cogshall, 


19 


13 


— 


John McCoy, 


50 


18 


7 


D. 








Adjt William Donnison, 


75 


2 


5 


David Douglas, 
Israel Devall, 


23 


10 


10 


26 


2 





Walter Dnrfy, 


22 


18 


6 


David Durfy, 


23 


2 


2 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


Elisha Dexter, 


20 


6 


4 


Pierce De welly, 


26 


4 


11 


Luke Dale, 


1 


6 


4 


William Dimon, 


22 


13 


3 


Melza Dunbar, 


12 


3 


11 


Enoch Dunbar, 


12 


3 


11 


Amos Dunbar, 


12 


7 


5 


Daniel Dunbar, 


10 


14 


3 


Bomb. John Davis, 


67 


18 


3 


William Davis, 


50 


6 


1 


Sergt John Dabney, 


21 


17 


7 


Elisha Dexter, 


12 


6 


2 


Corpl. Benjamin Davis, 


22 


2 


10 


Benjamin Davidson, 


25 


8 


11 


William Dobson, 


20 


6 


2 


James Dunkin, 


19 


19 


8 


Abrose Dyer, 


17 


2 


7 


Benjamin Devall, S. 


18 


13 


3 


Pardon Davis, 


20 


14 


6 


Gideon Dyer, 


25 


4 


2 


Tuseman Dunkins, 


19 


13 




John Dunkan, 


62 


19 


10 


Daniel Davids, 


20 


1 


6 


E. 








Col. Robert Elliott, 


825 


6 


11 


Lieut. Nathaniel Elliott, 


75 


6 


4 


GifTorth Evans, 


47 


9 


8 


Lincoln Elliott, 


68 


4 


1 


Domine Earl, 


26 


9 


9 


Daniel Easterbrooks, 


21 


6 


8 


Samuel Edes, 


51 


7 


7 


John Easterbrooks, 


13 


11 


7 


Andrew Ealkof, 


18 


17 





John Earl, 


24 


11 


6 


Peter Eldridge, 


17 


17 


1 


Paul Edwards, 


20 


9 


11 


Peleg Earl, 


19 


11 


10 


Mathias Enos, 


20 


14 




Samuel Eldridge, 


22 


11 


11 


p. 








A. Col. Josiah Flagg, 


506 


1 


2 


William Fisher, 


28 


16 


4 


Fifer. Samuel Flag, 


26 


15 


4 


Henry Freeborn, 


23 


19 


1 
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£ s, d. 

John Fitz, 50 7 3 

Oliver Fry, 20 3 9 

Joseph Fish, 28 13 9 

Nathaniel Fuller, 21 11 — 

Michael Field, 50 13 3^ 

Adam Filmore, 25 7 11 

Nathaniel Fairbanks, 5 13 10 

Alexander Feddon, 19 4 8 

Anthony Flagg, 64 11 5 

John Fobes, 14 9 9 

Drummer Job Field, 69 11 8 

Francis Fuller, 26 11 1 

Abram Fairchilds, 20 • 5 9 

Bomb. JohnFrink, 17 13 4 

Corpl. Abram Fitz, 27 16 10 

Lewis Frances, 21 19 7 

Josiah Flagg, Junr. 43 3 9 

Daniel Fones, 13 13 3 

John French, 10 19 4 

John Fenner, 47 11 6 

Peter File, 53 1 — 

a 

Capt. John Gazee, 618 13 9 

Lieut. Nathaniel Gladding, 199 13 10 

Sergt. John Griffith, 64 4 7 

JohnGunnall, 26 5 10 

Gunr. William Gladding, 72 8 11 

William Gold, 5 2 — 

Joseph Gladding, 20 12 — 

Oihniel Gorton, 26 6 2 

James Greene, 51 5 6 

Sandford Gardner, 18 1 — 

John Gonsolve, 31 12 2 

JohnGroce, 28 12 3 

Dexter Greene, 26 4 11 

Sergt. JohnGifford, 24 17 7 

Elisha Grinman, 17 2 11 

Luther Gardner, 10 14 3 

Cranston Graves, 20 3 

Charles Goff, 20 4 3 

Fifer William Grafton, 40 4 10 

John Gold, 25 12 6 

Samuel Gorton, 24 16 4 

Prince Goodwin, 19 16 10 

John Godfrey, 2ft 6 2 



90 



[1776.] 





£ s. 


d. 


Jedediah Grinnall, 


25 18 


6 


George Griffith, 


24 7 


11 


Stephen Gavit, 


19 11 


10 


Isaac Grafton, 


25 18 


6 


EL 






Lieut. Squire How, 


236 7 


2 


John Henshaw, 


135 12 


3 


Lieut Jonathan Haise, 


76 


8 


Charles Herrington, 


25 3 


12 


Silas Hatheway, 


50 16 


1 


William Hatheway, 


20 


4 


Jeremiah Hatheway, 


16 7 


9 


Samuel Hatheway, 


13 


6 


Josiah Howland, 


10 9 


8 


Isaac Hart, 


27 8 


9 


Thomas Hart, 


26 4 


11 


Jeremiah Huckings, 


13 15 


9 


Caleb Hill, 


13 12 


1 


Sylvester Hale, 


14 11 


8 


Earned Hale, 


14 6 


11 


Sergt. Robert Hale, 


47 


9 


William Harris, 


20 12 


10 


John Herrington, 


14 16 


19 


Zebee Hays, 


, 38 12 
^26 2 


1 


Jabez Hawkins, 


7 


William Hall, 


16 18 


4 


Caleb Hammell, 


20 2 


11 


Hugh Harris, 


19 15 


9 


William Hackston, 


18 16 


4 


Jacob Hartshorn, 


46 6 


8 


John Hall, 


46 12 


3 


John Hunt, 


19 11 


10 


Samuel Hatch, 


19 8 


6 


John Hix, 


23 10 


9 


Barnett Hill, 


18 14 


3 


Christopher Hill, 


21 6 


6 


John Hill, 


67 7 


10 


Thomas Henrys, 


20 5 


8 


J. 






Capt. Amos Jillson, 


74 11 


4 


Ruben Johnston, 


108 2 


5 


Isaac Jacobs, 


10 8 


4 


Income Jones, 


20 5 


8 


Webster James, 


17 14 


7 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


Josiah Jones, 


20 


14 


3 


John A. Johnston, 


2 


11 


2 


Job Johnston, 


27 


17 


9 


Samuel James, 


52 


1 


3 


Jeremiah Ingraham, 


9 


11 


10 


William Jacquis, 









William Japes, 


14 


19 


5 



Joseph Eeene, 


19 


17 


1 


Thomas Kinsman, 


20 


7 


5 


Thomas Kipper, 


37 


13 


2 


Nathan Knight, 


20 


6 


8 


Thomas Kenrys, 


20 


5 


8 


Drummer Benjamin Keen, 


32 


3 


10 


Robert McKnight, 


20 


5 


2 


Stephen King, 


20 


11 


1 


L. 








Lieut. Ch^implin Lamphier, 


76 


10 


11 


Gardner Luther, 


125 


13 


9 


John Lewis, 


16 


19 




Jeremiah Luther, 


21 


18 


11 


Theophilus Luther, 


21 


18 


11 


Silas Luther, 


20 


16 





Elis Luther, 


20 


14 


7 


Sergt. Peleg Luther, 


52 


4 




Stephen Luther, 


48 


15 


5 


Samuel Luther, 


20 


5 


7 


Joseph Lake, 


26 


4 


11 


Joseph Littleham, 


16 


18 


8 


Samuel Lindsey, 


22 


12 


— 


Joseph Langford, 


16 


17 


8 


Benajah Lockwood, 


18 


16 


4 


Thomas Luther, 


11 


10 


6 


John Luther, 


42 


3 


3 


Nathaniel Lamb, 


56 


2 


4 


Sweet Luther, 


53 


16 




James Lambert, 


32 


3 


8 


Giles Lake, 


22 


3 


—• 


Fifer William Larchar, 


65 


5 


11 


Benoni Latham, 


53 


15 




Daniel Lyon, 


11 


11 


4 
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£ 


s. d. 




Richard Mason, 


80 


19 6 




Jonathan Marcy, 


20 


5 4 




John Merris, 


20 


4 8 




Benjamin Manchester, 


60 


17 — 


Corpl 


Alexander Mason, 


25 


1 7 




W liara More 


40 


S 1 


Fifer 


James Miller 


27 


3 9 




Samue Martin, 


18 


7 9 




Phillip Morris, 
Sangford Martia, 


SO 


15 1 




17 


13 2 




Consider Miller, 


20 


2 10 




Isaac Manchester, 


14 


12 8 




John Mnnro, 


24 


17 10 




Isaac Mason, 


24 


16 2 




Anthony Murray, 


25 


18 8 




John Mitchell, 


34 


3 4 




Giles Manchester, 


22 


1 — 




John Manchester, 


19 


11 10 




Jonalhan Manchester, 


19 


13 — 




Philip Manchester, 


19 


11 10 




Hendrick Miller, 


25 


5 7 




N. 








William Nightingale, 


31 


16 6 


Corpl. 


Jonathan Neal, 


14 


17 3 




Elijah Norton, 


20 


5 4 




Benjamin Negars, 


33 


16 3 




John Nicholls, 


24 


8 2 




John Nichols, 


30 


1 6 




Thomas Nichols, 


14 


13 10 




o. 






^lummei 


t Josiah Ormsby, 


13 


3 




Josiah Owen, 


8 


17 11 




Joseph Ormsby, 


62 


16 4 




P. 






Capt. 


Isaac Piltman, 


275 


3 11 


Lieut. 


William Page, 


267 


11 9 




Rhodes Pacliard, 


rr 


13 3 




Edward Price, 


141 


5 6 


Lieut. 


Benjamin Pills, 


116 


4 


Corpl 


Uriah Pierce, 


20 


11 9 


Bomb. 


Peler Penno, 


46 


4 3 
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Thomas Phillips, 
Corpl. James Perkins, 
Ebenezer Prey, 
Thomas Payne, 
Walter Perry, 
Nathaniel Phillips, 
Thomas Presco, 
John Patten, 
Joseph Pool, 
Edward Potter, 
Gardner Potter, 
Fifer Carey Pitman, 
Corpl. Edward Pierce, 
William Person, 
John Potter, 
Wilham Pero, 
Jeremiah Potter, 
William Pierce, 
James Pierce, 
Phineas Potter, 
William Perry, 
Jonathan Pratt, 
Gideon Potter, 
Silas Proctor, 
George Pitcher, 
Gunr. Daniel Pervin, 
Jeremiah Pitts, 
John Pierce, 
Thomas Pierce, 
Jonathan Pierce, 
Stephen Pendleton, 
Sylvanus Pratt, 
Stephen Peckham, 
Michael Pratt, 
Daniel Pierce, 
Enos Peckham, 
Joseph Pain, 

R 

Christopher Robinson, 
John Remington, 
Jonathan Remington, 
GL M. George Richards, 
Bailey Reed, 
James Richmond, 
Thomas Richmond, 



£ 


s. 


d. 


16 


15 


11 


44 


4 


6 


13 





6 


36 


13 


2 


48 


7 


2 


45 





3J 


4 


13 


10 


13 


13 


1 


20 


15 


9 


54 


15 


9 


26 


6 


6 


28 





8 


20 


5 


9 


16 


18 


8 


52 


11 





27 


4 


9 


20 


2 


11 


20 


1 


8 


19 


15 


9 


19 


12 


9 


19 


13 


9 


19 


14 


4 


18 


17 


8 


26 


2 


7 


12 


10 


4 


39 


12 


— • 


25 





9 


17 


2 


7 


16 


7 


8 


41 


9 


3 


32 


9 


1 


18 


11 


10 


21 


4 


2 


24 


9 


11 


21 


7 


2 


28 


19 


8 


22 


19 


7 


109 


9 


3 


127 


16 


6 


39 


8 


11 


77 


18 


9 


16 


7 


9 


16 


3 


5 


14 


13 


1 
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£ 


8. 


d. 




Samuel Richmond, 


32 


6 


10 




Martin Rogers, 


27 


8 


6 




Nathaniel Rawson, 


28 


1 


1 




Gideon Reed, 


25 


1 


7 




David Relph, 


8 


8 


6 


Corpl. 


William Reed, 


28 


13 


8 




Benjamin Reed, 


61 


19 


11 




Shibnah Reynolds, 


6 


11 


3 




Peter Reynolds, 


16 


4 


3 




Ruel Remington, 


26 


11 


6 




Josiah Richardson, 


12 


7 


10 


Gunr. 


Peleg Rice, 


43 





9 




Henry Randall, 


20 


5 


9 




Nehemiah Randall, 


19 


17 


6 




John Randall, 


20 





2 


Corpl. 


Joseph Rawson, 


80 


18 


6 


Sergt. 


John Ritto, 


20 


6 


9 




Amos Rutland, 


26 





6 




Noel Rice, 


27 





4 




Thomas Ray, 


4 


6 


4 




Daniel Remington, 


18 


11 


10 




Samuel Russell, 


19 


13 


-— . 




Thomas Remington, 


20 


17 


6 




s. 








Capt. 


Joshua Sayer, 


308 


16 


9 


Capt. 


Samuel Snow, 


291 


4 


1 




Richmond Springer, 


63 





1 




James Strong, 


22 





3 




Benoni Seamans, 


31 








Jeffery Serrings, 


68 


4 


1 




Joseph Sanford, 


12 


14 


1 




Benedict Smith, 


25 


15 


3 




Christopher Sherman, 


20 


5 


5 




Richard Shipman, 


17 


19 


6 




Eseck Sisson, 


26 


4 


5 




Benjamin Spooner, 


25 


19 


3 


Gunr. 


Uriah Stone, 


21 


9 


9 




Barnett Salesbury, 


62 


4 


— 




Charles Simson, 


24 


19 


8 




Edward Sheldon, 


23 


16 


8 




Charles Stevens, 


18 





1 




David Smith, 


17 


16 






Peter Sipple, 


26 


4 


11 


Sergt. 


Eldrid Spink, 


19 


14 


2 


%^ 


John Spencer, 


4 


11 


8 



[17 7 6.] 95 



Gunr. 



Gunr. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


George Sweet, 


15 


15 


6 


Cornelius Sullivan, 


16 


15 


4 


David Smith, 


64 





10 


Samuel Spooner, 


12 


14 


-— . 


Michael Spencer, 


4 


17 


9 


Andrew Stone, 


20 


2 


4 


Joshua Straight, 


18 


17 


9 


William Sheldon, 


44 


11 


8 


Griffin Spencer, 


34 


6 


4 


Christian Saunders, 


26 


1 


4 


Thomas Sheffield, 


26 


2 


.— 


George Smith, 


26 





3 


John Simmons, 


9 


5 


8 


Benjamin Smith, 


49 


8 


4 


Pierce Spears, 


23 


14 


— 


John Scudder, 


46 


6 


6 


Olney Stone, 


20 


6 


2 


Ephraim Smith, 


19 


12 


2 


Gideon Smith, 


4 


6 


4 


Joseph Sisco, 


41 


7 


11 


Thomas Spencer, 


13 


9 


7 


Samuel Sweet, 


27 





2 


John Shearman, 


39 





4 


Caleb Sprague, 


25 


8 


10 


Humphrey Saway, 


20 


19 


7 


Stephen Shearman, 


19 


11 


10 


Ruben Shearman, 


20 


12 


3 


William Shearman, 


20 


5 


4 


T. 








Daniel Tabor, 


26 


2 


^_ 


Gideon Tabor, 


62 


4 


7 


John Thurber, 


20 


7 


10 


Richard Thurber, 


30 


19 


4 


Hezekiah Thurber, 


20 


7 


2 


Cato Tillinghast, 


19 


17 


1 


Lembrick I'illinghast, 


64 


14 


4 


Peter Taylor, 


5 


1 


4 


John I'hurman, 


66 


7 


9 


Edward Talby, 


25 





8 


Eseck Thayer, 


20 


4 


3 


Ebenezer Tyler, 


18 


17 


8 


Zebedee Truman, 


12 


10 


4 


George Taylor, 


11 


11 


4 


Prince 'i'hompson, 


61 


17 


2 


Samuel Tompkins, 


19 


11 


10 
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■ 


£ 


s. 


d. 




John Tabor, 


18 


11 


10 




John Truman, 


20 


16 


11 




John Teel, 


26 





3 




u&v. 










Abram Viol, 


21 


17 


9 




John Viol, 


17 


15 


8 




Nathaniel Viol, 


46 


16 


.i— 




William Underwood, 


17 


1 


9 




Dutee Underwood, 


17 


18 


9 




John Underwood, 


13 


18 


4 


• 


w^. 








Qr. M. St. 


Charles Wheaton, 


24 


4 




Capt. 


Gideon Wescoat, 


367 


15 


7 


Capt. 


John Warner, 


246 


5 


4 


Lieut. 


Uriah Wescoat, 


65 





8 




Joseph West, 


226 


9 


9 




Waiter Wigneron, 


86 


7 


8 


CorpL 


Oliver Winslow, 


14 


17 


4 


Corpl. 


William Waters, 


44 


7 


3 


jL 


Nathaniel Walker, 


20 


3 


9 




Job Winslow, 


18 


14 


3 




Cudgo Wilkinson, 


17 


19 


6 




Joseph Westgate, 


67 


10 






Wanton Westgate, 


26 


3 


8 




Michael Wright, 


13 


2 


3 




Daniel Wardwell, 


19 


10 


6 




Samuel Wheaton, 


15 


18 


3 


Drummer 


Amos Warner, • 


55 


6 


6 




John Waldron, 


18 


10 


9 




T,eonard Waldron, 


22 


8 







. Francis Williams, 


24 


19 


8 




Stukcly Wescoat, 


63 


14 


7 




Elijah Walker, 


52 


1 


10 


Gunr. 


Thomas Walker, 


73 


19 


2 




William Wilson, 


16 


18 


8 




Joseph Wilkins, 


64 


13 


6 




Pefeg W^heaton, 


12 


13 


11 




Job Wood, 


19 


8 


11 




John Weeden, 


41 





2 




Nathaniel Wells, 


26 


9 


3 




Thomas Wilmot, 


10 


18 


4 




Nathaniel Wilmot, 


10 


18 


4 




Dyer Williams, 


61 


3 


10 




John Williams. 


24 


3 


6 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


John Wells, 


23 


9 


4 


Thomas Whitford, 


17 


2 


7 


Calven Walker, 


14 


10 


4 


John White, 


22 


1 


6 


Benjamin Weeks, 


44 


19 




Peieg Weeden, 


33 


14 


8 


Joseph Whaley, 


41 


8 


4 


Caleb Weeden, 


13 


15 


3 


John Wilcox, 


18 


7 




'I'homas Wilcox, 


19 


10 


6 


Daniel Wood, 


22 


13 


8 


Joseph Wilcox, 


26 





4 


Nathan Warner, 


27 





10 


Daniel Weeks, 


25 


18 


4 



COL. ARCHIBALD CRARY'S REGIMENT. 

A. 



CapL Thomas Allen, 
Lieut. Elijah Armstrong, 
James Arvin, 
Aaron Aldrich, 
John Albert, 
John Ash, 
Dudley Averill, 
Sergt James Allen, 
Samuel Allen, 
Nathan Andrews, 
Benjamin Allen, 
Thomas Aldrich, 
William Aldrich, 
Samuel Aldrich, 
Henry Andrews, 
Phillip Aldrich, 
Fifer. Joseph N. Allen, 
CorpL Joseph Adams, 
Sergt. Pasgree Austin, 
James Allen, 
Joshua Aldrich, 
Squire Aldrich, 
Jabez Allen, 
GoTji, Josiah Allen, 
Abner Ashley, 



£, 


s. 


d. 


217 


10 


7 


102 


4 


9 


12 


9 


3 


10 





3 


14 


1 


5 


12 


7 


6 


13 


1 


3 


17 


15 


7 


11 


15 


11 


13 


6 


8 


11 


15 


2 


12 


3 


7 


13 


1 


10 


13 


3 


1 


12 


12 




5 





9 


16 


19 


4 


14 


19 


5 


25 


3 


2 


25 


9 


2 


25 


17 


10 


42 


11 


1 


33 


12 


1 


8 


16 


2 


21 


14 


1 
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£ 9. d. 

Daniel Ashley, 20 11 9 

Corpl. Joseph Ashley, 21 6 — 

Corpl. Abel Austin, 17 13 6 

Richard Ales worth, 16 17 11 

Alexander Arnold, 16 6 10 

Prince Allen, 16 5 10 

Corpl. Andrew Aldrich, 9 13 

Clarke Aldrich, 16 6 10 

Stephen Aldrich, 16 5 10 

Thomas Amos, 20 12 10 



Ruben Ballou, 92 4 6 

Lieut. Rufus Barton, 115 10 6 

Lieut. Jacob Belnap, 61 1 3 

Jessee Ballard, 12 12 — 

Abner Black more, 32 9 6 

Corpl. Daniel Barnes, 14 2 7 

Ashel Bowen, 12 12 9 

William Bishop, 13 4 11 

Freeman Burnham, 13 1 3 

Joseph Barnes, 21 11 6 

John Blackmore, 13 — — 

Aholiab Branch, 12 11 7 

Nathaniel Bowdish, 13 4 11 

Jacob Blackmore, 10 1 1 

Samuel Bartlett, 10 3 

Elkanah Bowen, 30 13 1 

George Besto, 13 2 6 

Fifer. Joseph Brial, 16 6 — 

William Butts, 36 19 11 

Joseph Bennett, 31 7 7 

Thomas Butts, 36 

Elisha Brown, 15 9 1 

Jona. Barnaby, 36 11 11 

John Brooks, 2 6 7 

Nathaniel Barnes, 12 17 — 

Mengo Bentley, 33 17 1 

Dublin Brinton, 33 12 10 

Laban Bennett, 12 17 7 

James Brayton, 14 6 3 

Lenox Bullock, 14 16 4 

John Baker, 14 15 4 

Sharp Brown, 31 11 4 

Esekiel Brook, 12 14 — 

Sergt. Jeremiah Burlingame, 45 11 6 

Corpl. John Brigs, 18 3 10 
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£ 


s. d. 




Elisha Brigs, 


14 


8 8 




Peleg Brigs, 


13 


6 4 




Ciiarles Bogman, 


12 


13 1 




Tliomas Brigs, 


6 


6 1 


Q. M. S. 


David BrowD, 


19 


13 6 


Sergt. 


Benjamin Brown, 


2 


14 9 


Corpl. 


David Biilioclt, 


16 


13 3 




Benjamin Brown, 


14 


11 — 




Joshua Biclinalt, 


12 


3 8 




William Bowen, 


13 


3 1 




John Barnes, 


33 


16 11 


Coipl. 


Abram Brigs, 


14 


8 1 




John BIy, 


32 


14 4 




Noah Butterworlh, 


36 


3 




Nathaniel Butler, 


^ 


18 4 




Barach Ballard, 


12 


6 6 




Roger Bailev, 


13 


5 6 




Jame. Brown, 21 


32 


7 6 


Sergt. 


Benjamin Barker, 


27 


17 6 


Sergt. 


William Blijs, 


20 


6 9 




James Barnes, 


20 


12 10 




William Brightntan, 


19 


1 




Comfort Bishop, 


19 


5 7 




John Bliss, 


16 


4 8 




John Benjamin, 


8 


17 4 




Rosel Benjamin, 


8 


17 4 




Mioaiah Bennett, 


16 


13 6 




Joseph Bunster, 


14 


16 8 




RiciardBdsh, 


11 


18 3 


Sergt. 


Cyrel Brown, 


31 


7 9 


Sergt 


Josiah Brayman, 


26 


9 9 


Corpl. 


Jeremiah BIy, 


17 


10 8 




Neheniiah Bragg, 


16 


6 11 




Andrew Brown, 


16 


13 6 




Ebonezet Bishop, 


16 


2 




Sylvanns Bishop, 


IS 


14 7 




Benoni Bates, 


20 


12 10 




Benjamin Brigs, 


16 


2 6 




Francis Brigs, 


10 


6 10 




Amos Brigs, 


11 


5 10 




Nathan Drigs, 


16 


S 10 




Jesse Bailey, 


15 


16 10 




Jabez Boss, 


16 


8 1 




Johll Bailey 


6 


10 2 




Joseph Braymen, 


16 


1 11 




Cuflf Blackman, 


19 


1 2 




Elijah Bowen, 


16 


10 10 
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William Craiy, 
Constant Cooke, S. 
John W. Cooke, 
Jeffery Conchup, 
Sergt. Peter Cowen, & 
Major Coldgrove, 

D. 

Simeon Dexter, 
Daniel Dexter, 
Surgeon. Solomon Drown, 

Sergt Nathaniel Dring, 

Sergt. Stephen Dyer, 
Pardon Davis, 
Joseph Demers, S. 
Joseph Dennis, 
Pearce Dwelly, 
Lemuel Durfee, 
Solomon Davis, 
Jonathan Devenport, 
Joseph Delaver, 

Sergt Simeon Drown, 
Abner Dean, 

Sergt Benjamin Dexter, 
Levi Darling, 

Fifer. John Dickason, 
Caleb Drown, 
Jonathan J. Drown, 
Asa Durfee, 
Benjamin Dexter, 
Jeremiah Dickerman, 
John Durfee, 

Sergt. Jeremiah Dwelly, 
Milford Dick, 
James Dimond, 
Thomas Davis, 

Corpl. Benjamin Davis, 
Pomp Devenport, 
Samuel Dean, 



E. 



David Evans, 
Darning Earl, 
John Eates, 
Corpl. John Earl, 
Sergt. Asa Edmund, 



£ s. 


d. 


6 12 


9 


16 19 


1 


16 2 


6 


16 4 


8 


19 17 


6 


16 4 


8 


143 16 


4 


179 12 


I 


100 1 


3 


41 1 


3 


43 10 


— • 


12 8 


3 


29 12 


6 


32 11 


4 


13 18 


7 


13 6 





32 18 


4 


13 6 




11 19 


— 


42 17 


4 


12 


6 


3 3 


4 


11 14 


4 


17 11 


7 


36 17 


10 


13 3 


8 


2 9 


6 


16 6 


10 


16 6 


10 


16 


2 


26 14 


9 


18 16 


8 


17 7 


.... 


16 6 


11 


13 7 


11 


11 19 


— — 


12 


6 


34 3 


4 


32 6 


— — 


16 6 


1 


46 3 


4 


24 8 


6 
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£ 


.. d. 


Corpl. John Eldredge, 


34 


16 3 


William Eldred, 


20 


12 10 


Thomas Eldred, 


18 


9 — 


Samuel Eldred, 


20 


12 10 


Lippitt Eddy, 
Elkanah Eddy, 


16 


6 10 


16 


13 6 


Joseph Edwards, 


16 


9 10 


P. 






Lathan Frink, 


35 


19 n 


Samuel Foster, 


12 


17 — 


Ithamer Finney, 


13 


16 4 


Thomas Freeman, 


13 


19 I 


Timothy Freeman, 


13 


18 7 


Thomas Fuller, 


12 


10 4 


Thomas Fish, 


34 


3 5 


John Fenner, S. 


13 


2 6 


Bazzilla Field, 


12 


14 — 


John Fuller, 


12 


14 — 


Michael Field, 


3 


14 I 


Archibald Ferguson, 


13 


17 6 


William Fenner, 


4 


16 4 


Elisha Freeman, 


13 


16 11 


Joseph Fortune, 


3S 


19 11 


Thomas Foster, 


16 


6 10 


Jediah Frink, 


15 


1 


DaYid Franklin, 


16 


6 11 


Joseph Fish, 


ir 


11 1 


Autumn Fenner, 


16 


2 5 


o. 






David Greene, 


12 


12 2 


Gideon Gifford, 


36 


3 


Recompence Gifford, 


13 


18 r 


Fifer William Gorham, 


14 


3 6 


Rufus Gallop, 


31 


13 — 


Corpl. Joseph Gladding, 


14 


13 10 


Ebeaezer Gladding, 


34 


1 1 


James Goff, 


13 


3 — 


Sergt Beriah Grant, 


19 


IS 3 


Fifer. James Gasket, 


13 


4 6 


Jediah Giinnell, 


16 


1 4 


Benajah Green, 


16 


2 6 


William Gallap, 


16 


IS 8 


AsaGeers, 
Southward Griffiths, 


6 


19 2 


8 


14 8 
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Paul Griffiths, 
Elisha Grey, 
Thomas Gardner, 
William Grey, 
WiUiam Greene, 
Aaron Grinnall, 



Adjutant. John Handy, 
Levi Hoppin, 
Eliphalet Hodges, 
Benjamin Henrys, 
Isaac Hart, 
George Hart, 
Sanford Hart, 
Peirsie Horsewell, 
Benjamin Harden, 
Jacob Holden, 
Seth Hatheway, 
James Harvey, 
Robert Hatheway, 
Christopher Harris, 
William Haggenbutton, 
Sergt. John Humphrey, 

Nathaniel Humphrey, 
ChasQ Hix, 
James Herington, 
Amos Humphrey, 
Tiddeman Hazard, 
Israel Herrington, S. 
David Hall, 
Nibbetts Hopkins, 
William Harris, 
Phineas Holbrook, 
Dexter Hawkins, 
William Hudson, 
/ Zephaniah Hartshorn, 
Amos Huckinson, 
James Howard, 
Pero Havens, 
Christopher Harris, 
Oliver Harris, 
James Humphrey, 
Samuel Humphrey, 
Spicer Hewes, 
William Huck, 
Ruben Hinds, 



£ 


s. 


d. 


8 


4 


8 


16 


2 


5 


20 


12 


10 


16 


6 


11 


IS 


7 


6 


6 


16 


3 


232 


7 


5 


48 


6 


1 


12 


14 


7 


10 





3 


33 


19 


9 


33 


19 


9 


25 


9 


8 


35 


2 


6 


13 


11 


— 


36 


11 


3 


14 


6 


6 


12 


14 


— 


32 


16 


10 


15 


17 


10 


21 


16 


8 


47 


17 


8 


38 


1 


7 


14 


13 


11 


36 


16 


— 


37 


6 


8 


15 


7 


6 


21 


7 


9 


16 


6 


3 


33 


18 


11 


13 


2 


5 


11 


16 


11 


13 


6 


6 


13 





8 


16 


5 


10 


16 


1 


4 


16 


5 


10 


14 


2 





15 


3 


4 


16 


4 


8 


29 


19 


6 


22 


13 


— 


16 


14 


7 


19 


16 


6 


16 


5 


10 
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£ 


9. d. 


Ellis Hopkins, 


16 


14 7 


Preserved Hopkins, 


15 


14 7 


Henry Harris, 


16 


2 6 


Timothy Hodges, 


15 


11 2 


John Havendeen, 


28 


18 4 


Ricliard Havendeen, 


19 


19 11 


Benoni Hawkins, 


19 


1 


Benjamin Hawkins, 


9 


6 2 


Pcler Havendeen, 


18 


S 9 


Ruben Havendeen, 


16 


3 7 


Jere Havendeen, 


16 


2 


Caleb Holland, 


16 


1 4 


Samuel Howland, 


16 


1 4 


George Havens, 


15 


2 2 


Thomas Hammond, 


15 


6 10 


William Hudson, 


16 


5 10 


Thomas Hudson, 


16 


6 10 


John Horton, 


15 


19 1 


Benjamin HoUey, 


15 


13 6 


Jenckes Herrington, 


112 


7 — 


Sergt. Thomas Holmes, 


16 


18 3 


Corpl. Moses Horton, 


16 


2 10 


John Howard, 


3 


6 


Benjamin Huckingson, 


16 


9 2 


Manchester Holley 


16 


2 5 


Eskiel Harris, 


13 


5 6 


Nathaniel Humphrey, 


16r 


12 6 


J. 






Corpl. Jaraes Irons, 


14 


11 5 


Joseph Ide, 


29 


5 1 


Squire Jilson, 


2 


18 8 


Sergt. William Jones, 


4S 


2 6 


Daniel Johnston, 


21 


2 10 


Joseph Jeffery, 


7 


16 7 


Jedediah Jenckes, 


29 


5 8 


Aaron Jephcrson, 


21 


19 10 


Nathaniel Jacobs, 


16 


6 11 


Asa Jacobs 


16 


6 11 


David Jeaman, 


16 


6 11 


Joseph Jagways, 


13 


13 5 


Nathan Jaques, 


16 


6 10 


Joseph Jenckes, 


16 


10 


K. 






Stephen King, 
Richard Knight, 


13 


6 I 


13 


3 8 
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Capt. 



Sergt. 





£ 


a. 


i 


Samuel Knight, 


33 


16 


2 


Eseck Kelly, 


13 


2 


6 


John Kent, 


39 


3 


3 


Arthur King, 


3 


6 




Stephen Kin^, 


13 





9 


Nicholas King, 


9 


12 





Josiah Kenny, 


16 


S 


6 


Jesse King, 


16 


6 


10 


Elisha King, 


16 


2 


6 


Samuel Kimbell, 


16 





2 


Phineas Kimbell, 


16 


6 


11 


Oliver Knight, 


n 





11 


Joel Keath, & 


10 





1 


L. 








William Lawless, 


193 


2 





Abram Lockwood, 


12 


8 


7 


Gideon Lake, 


3S 


1 


3 


Pliiltip Lemenyun, 


13 


6 


1 


Jeremiah Lmher, 


12 


18 


7 


Theophilus Lulher, 


12 


18 


3 


Edward Luther, 


15 


4 


10 


Nathan Lamb, 


15 


7 


6 


John Lawless, 


16 


9 




Whealon Luther, 


45 


5 


9 


Richard Lee, 


14 


12 


11 


Amos Lulher, 


IS 


r 


4 


David Luther, 


14 


12 


11 


Thomas Lewis, 


15 


6 


9 


Gideon Luther, 


15 


7 


6 


Nehemiah Luther, 


35 


19 


8 


Benjamin Low, 


14 


9 


1 


John Lague, 


11 


16 


11 


Levi Lee, 


12 


14 





Benoni Latham, 


9 


12 


4 


Arnold Lawton, 


16 


1 


4 


Stanton Latham, 


16 


12 


6 


Levi I.,ee, 


16 


6 


10 


Josiah Luther, 


21 


9 


— 


Samuel Low 


22 


14 


2 


Lawrence McLouth, 


18 


15 


8 


John Lamphier, 


15 


17 


11 


James Luther, 


16 


3 


7 


William Ladd, 


15 


13 


6 
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M. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Major. Christopher Manchester, 


337 


19 


11 


Lieut Caleb Mathews, 


139 


16 


8 


Samuel Montgomery, 


185 


16 


11 


Stephen Munroe, 


70 


10 


6 


Simeon Martin, 


31 


8 




Rufus Mclntire, 


18 


18 


2 


Bazzilla Manchester, 


18 


16 


9 


Edward Manchester, 


18 


16 


9 


Nelson Miller, 


6 


9 


7 


Benja. Manchester, 


12 


14 




Phillip Manchester, 


13 


6 


1 


Job Manchester, 


18 


6 


6 


Ashel Morey, 


14 





9 


Benjamin Morey, 


6 


13 


2 


John Masheen, 


33 


17 


3 


Sergt. David Maxfield, 


30 


15 




Fifer. James Miller, 


15 


10 




Saml. Martin, 


14 


9 


1 


Caleb Miller, 


14 


1 


10 


Anthony Murry, 


24 


16 


10 


Phillip Morris, 


2 


18 


10 


Anthony Martin, 


13 


3 


8 


Nathan Mathewson, 


13 


2 


5 


Godfrey Manchester, 


9 


3 


1 


John Miller, 


16 


2 


5 


James Martin, 


15 


12 


4 


Isaac Manchester, 


18 





11 


Saml. Mackintire, 


16 


2 


6 


Gideon Mo wry. 


15 


6 


10 


John Milliman, 


16 


3 


7 


Elijah May, 


16 





2 


Andrew Mann, 


19 


1 


2 


Edward Mitchell, 


15 


19 


1 


Elisha Mitchell, 


16 


9 


3 


Samuel Mowry, S. 


16 


1 


4 


t M. S. Godfrey Malbone, 


33 


1 


6 


N. 








Samuel Northup, 


148 





10 


Noah Newman, 


35 


2 


11 


Daniel Northorp, 


37 


6 


2 


Nathan Nash, S. 


25 


14 


11 


Stukeljr Northorp, 


33 


18 


— 


John Norman, 


13 


6 


1 


Harris Northorp, 


22 


6 


— 
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John Nicholds, 
D. M. William Northup, 

o. 

Nathan Olney, S. 
Samuel Oxx, 

P. 

James Parker, 
Phillip Palmer, 
James Potter, 
Ensign. Thomas Pierce, 
Sergt. Enoch Place, 
Corpl. Noah Palmer, 
Sergt. Jeremiah Pierce, 
Sergt. Richard Pierce, 
Walter Perry, 
Enos Peckham, 
Stephen Peckham, 
William Potter, 
John Pitman, 
William Pierce, 
Israel Phillips, 
Joseph Pool, 
William Pigsley, 
Herce Pitclare, 
Joel Peck, 
Jeremiah Pearce, 
Benjamin Peters, 
Bristol Pierce, 
Benjamin Pain, 
Samuel Peckham, 
Asahel Perry, 
Michar Phillips, 
John Peckam, 
William Perry, 
Oliver Perry, 
Joseph H. Perigo, 
Ichabod Peck, 
Henry Parker, 
Peter Pierce, 
John Pierce, 
Thomas Potter, 
John Preston, 
John Potter, 
Nathaniel Pero, 



£ 


». 


d. 


7 


8 




33 


1 


6 


143 


14 


2 


16 


19 


1 


180 


9 


1 


166 


4 


6 


145 


13 


3 


3 


10 


9 


4S 


19 


5 


16 


2 


3 


45 


3 


9 


46 





9 


13 


6 


1 


35 


19 


10 


13 


6 


1 


43 


16 


11 


12 


10 


4 


15 


6 


3 


10 





3 


8 


18 


1 


13 


4 


11 


13 


2 


6 


13 


3 


1 


13 


3 


1 


13 


3 


5 


36 


18 





15 


13 


5 


38 


4 


9 


12 


13 


9 


2 


17 


5 


13 


17 


7 


13 


1 


3 


12 


3 


10 


21 


16 


4 


5 


18 





20 


13 


10 


16 


3 


7 


16 


3 


7 


16 


9 


3 


16 


16 


8 


16 


1 


4 


16 


1 


4 
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£ s. d. 



Corpl. 



Ensign. 



Corpl. 



Corpl. 



James Peters, 


16 


17 


11 


William Pain, 


10 


2 


2 


John Pain, 


5 


13 




Benjamin Pain, 


17 


1 


— 


Peleg Peck, 


16 


6 


10 


Rouse Pierce, 


6 


9 


9 


Benoni Page, 


17 


7 


— 


R. 








Abimeleck Riggs, 


76 


11 


11 


Elezar Randall, 


106 


3 




Nathaniel Ravson, 


64 


3 


10 


Ruben Reed, 


37 


16 


6 


Tilly Rice, 


53 


2 




Benajah Randall, 


15 


14 


11 


Waterman Randall, 


2 


3 


5 


Nathaniel Rogers, 


26 


1 


11 


Benjamin Rouse, 


15 


9 


5 


Samuel Russell, 


13 


6 


1 


David Reynolds, 


15 


15 


1 


John Robinson, 


15 


2 


6 


Moses Reynolds, 


33 


12 


6 


David Reymusk, 


33 


9 


10 


Thomas Rogers, 


12 


10 


4 


Roger Rathbone, 


12 


6 


11 


Daniel Richards, 


14 


1 


10 


Abram Richmond, 


12 


17 




Daniel Rogers, 


13 


16 


11 


Collins Roberts, 


14 





9 


Lewis Rowland, 


35 


4 


10 


Samuel Reed, 


28 


17 


8 


William Reed, 


36 


17 


1 


Peleg Rhodes, 


13 


— 


— 


Benoni Robins, 


16 


2 


6 


Samuel Robins, 


16 


2 


5 


Thomas Robins, 


16 


2 


6 


Elias Rouse, 


16 


2 


6 


Stephen Remington, 


15 


17 


11 


Shurbridge Ramsey, 


16 


14 


6 


Ruben Randall, 


16 


5 


10 


John Round, 


16 


4 


8 


Henry Randall, 


16 


5 


10 


John Robinson, 


20 


12 


10 


Samuel Ross, 


16 


4 


8 


Moses Robinson, 


16 


4 


8 


Caleb Randall, 


16 


6 


10 
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d. 




TiOaring Robins, 


22 


13 


— 




s. 








Lt. Col. 


Christopher Smith, 


70 


10 


9 




Daniel Sheldon, 


125 


8 


4 




Peleg Simmens, 


61 





8 


Ensign. 


Seth Sprague, 


13 


6 


6 


Lieut. 


Thomas Swain, 


11 


9 


6 


Fifer. 


John W. Seabury, 


36 


4 


4 




Silas Shippee, 


13 


4 


11 




Joseph Shippee, 


13 


4 


11 




Charles Salesbury, 


35 


7 


6 




Silas Smith, 


10 


1 


1 




Rufus Saunders, 


10 





3 




David Smith, 


28 


17 


10 




David Spencer, 


16 


6 


4 




Peter Sisson, 


31 


2 


5 




Humphrey Sawdy, 


13 


18 


7 




Samuel Shearman, 


13 


6 


1 




William Sanford, 


13 


6 


1 


Dmmnner. 


David Sadder, 


32 





3 




Samuel Sweet, 


1 


19 


3 


Corpl. 


Joshua Staples, 


16 


5 


4 




Caleb Seekings, 


16 


4 


11 




John Sisson, 


13 


9 


11 




Joseph Shearman, 


30 


13 


— 




James Short, 


12 


1 


4 




Silas Seekings, 


12 





6 




Thomas Smith, 


14 


3 


8 




Esekiel Sheldon, 


12 


19 


5 




Benjamin Spooner, 


16 


18 


2 




Bazzilla Sheeter, 


15 


7 


5 




Charles Simpson, 


9 


12 


4 




John Scudder, 


13 


4 


3 


Drummer. 


Benjamin Shearman, 


29 


13 


4 




Nathan Sheldon, 


13 


4 


11 




Barnet Salesbury, 


2 


18 


8 




Benjamin Smith, 


23 


7 


6 


Drummer. 


George Shearman, 


39 


8 


5 




Thomas Sheffield, 


36 





9 




Benjamin Shearman, 


36 





3 




Andrew Smart, 


10 


1 


4 


Corpl. 


Voluntine Sweet, 


30 


13 


2 


& 


Daniel Smith, 


12 


14 


— 




Joel Sheeter, 


36 


11 


9 




Samuel Saunders, 


13 


2 


6 




Joshua Stockin, 


11 


18 


3 



[1776.] 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Johnston Sheeter, 


13 


4 


11 


Ephraim Starkweather, 


20 


12 


10 


Moses Socknash, 


20 


12 


10 


Samuel Smith, 


16 


1 


4 


Elijah Stanton, 


16 


1 


4 


Thomas Shearman, 


9 


13 




William B. Shearman, 


15 


IS 


1 


George Simmons, 


7 


1 


3 


James Simmotis, 


8 


5 


9 


Joseph Stanton, 


13 


16 


S 


Jesse Stnith, 


20 


12 


10 


Charles Scott, 


16 


9 


2 


Isaiali Sheeter, 


16 


3 


7 


Samuel Short, 


16 





2 


Eseck Sisson, 


16 


14 


7 


Pardon Sheldon, 


14 


6 




John Adeshaft, 


16 







Palmer Shearman, 


21 


18 





William Stevens, 


20 


12 


10 


William Stafford, 


20 


6 


10 


Anthony Spencer, 


15 


16 


10 


Samuel Scranton, 


16 





2 


Joseph Shearman, 


16 


S 


10 


Israel Shippee, 


16 


3 


7 


Ruben Shippee, 


15 


19 


1 


Silvanua Smith, 


16 


2 


5 


Samuel Spieer, 


16 


5 


10 


Sergt. Elisha Sprague, 


24 





3 


Drummer Nallian Sheldon, 


17 


4 


9 


Jahleel Smith, 


16 


1 


4 


Joshua Smith, 


16 





2 


Corpl. John Short, 


19 


3 


2 


Benoni Short, 


15 


14 


7 


Thomas Shippee, 


6 


IS 


9 


Abraham Saunders, 


16 


4 


3 


Peleg Slocum, 


16 


4 


8 


David Smith, 


16 


8 


1 


Shubel Smith, 


19 


12 


3 


Joshua Sprague, 


20 


12 


10 


Aron Southwick, 


15 


13 


5 


Benjamin Smith, 2d, 


IS 


13 


5 


James Smith, 


16 


13 


6 


Seth Shaw, 


6 


5 


7 


Pardon Snell, 


6 


5 


7 


Sergt. Joseph Simmons, 


10 


8 


7 


Simon Sounack, 


19 


3 


6 


Aboer Simmons, 


19 





I 
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& 8. d. 

Nathaniel Salesbur7, 17 7 — 

John Smith, 17 7 — 

Corpl. Joseph Smith, ' 21 12 11 

Benjamin Shaw, 22 8 — 

Joel Smith, 16 4 9 



Capt. 



Sergt. 



Corpl. 



T. 



Abraham Tourtellott, 


146 


19 


5 


Stephen Thornton, 


16 


1 


4 


Daniel Thornton, 


33 


9 


10 


John Teel, 


22 


15 


11 


Walter Tabor, 


17 


6 


1 


John Tabor, 


15 





I 


George Thomas, 


15 


6 


8 


Benjamin Tompkins, 


13 


6 


1 


Samuel Tompkins, 


18 


1 


7 


Christopher Thornton, 


15 


10 


2 


William Taylor, 


36 


12 


8 


Thomas Thornton, 


12 


17 


^— 


Abiel Tripp, 


1 


13 


— 


Edward Talbey, 


12 


12 


5 


Thomas Taylor, 


35 


17 


10 


Azeriah Thresher, 


13 





8 


Charles Thresher, 


31 


4 


3 


John Teddiman, 


13 


i— 




Jessee Tripp, 


13 





8 


Morris Tucker, 


16 


5 


10 


William Tyler, 


14 


7 


8 


William Tomlin, 


22 


15 


5 


Havens Tabor, 


15 


14 


7 


George Thrasher, 


15 


15 


8 


Zadock Turner, 


16 


2 


5 


Elisha Taylor, 


15 


9 


1 


Seuben Tourtellott, 


21 


19 


6 


Nathan Thayer, 


16 


4 


8 


Ceazar Talbutt, 


16 


2 


6 



u&v. 

Nathaniel Humphrey, 167 12 5 

JohnVicory, 23 8 4 

John Vaughan, 16 16 10 

Aaron Vaughan, 16 1 4 

Sylvester Viol, 13 3 8 



Lt. Col. 



F. Maj. 



Corpl. 
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Jamra Williams, 


1234 


5 


4 


Benajah Whipple, 


75 


13 





Benjamin Wilcox, 


124 


18 


5 


William R. Wares, 


84 


17 

t 




Benjamin Walcutt, 


62 


4 


8 


Zadock Williams, 


62 


4 


8 


Aron Wilbour, 


64 


13 


—i- 


John Westcoat, 


37 


10 


7 


John Wilbour, 


20 


3 


10 


Jesse Whitmarsh, Jr. 


18 


18 


— 


Nathaniel Walker, 


12 


12 


2 


James Wheeler, 


13 


1 


10 


William Wilkinson, 


42 


16 


1 


John Wilcox, 


16 


13 


4 


Abner Wilcox, 


26 


8 




Ephraim Wilcox, 


24 


3 


1 


Ruben Woodmancy, 


15 


17 


11 


Nathaniel Wilson, 


14 


3 


6 


Peter Winslow, 


32 


8 


9 


William Weever, 


13 


2 


6 


Christopher Whitford, 


29 


3 


3 


Samuel Ward well. 


32 


4 


7 


Nathan Weever, 


34 


6 


3 


Benoni Whitman, 


12 


14 


— - 


Jonathan Wood, 


33 


12 


10 


Joseph Wilbour, 


13 


3 


8 


Samuel Wilbour, 


16 


18 


1 


Elijah Walker, 


4 


3 





Jeremiah Williams, 


33 


14 


8 


William Westcoat, 


2 


17 


6 


Shad rack Wells, 


19 


1 


6 


Abram Wells, 


33 


15 


3 


Wilbor Wheaton, 


15 


6 


10 


Nathl. Wells, 


33 


17 


9 


Olney Wood, 


13 




— . 


Amaziah Whetherhead, 


42 


13 


3 


David Waterman, 


13 


2 


6 


Comfort Whipple, 


36 





10 


George Walcutt, 
Comfort Witherhead, 


13 


4 


3 


19 


1 


9 


Peter Whipple, 


21 


4 


4 


Peter Wheaton, 


16 


14 


7 


Ford Westcoat, 


16 


8 


I 


Charles P. Walker, 


16 


6 


11 


Jeremiah Whitman, 


80 


12 


10 



8 
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Corpl. 



Corpl. 



•CorpL 
Sergt. 
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Zebulon Warmsley, 


22 


1 


6 


James Wood, 


16 


4 


8 


George Whitman, 


16 


6 


10 


Francis Wells, 


15 


16 


10 


Othneel Williams, 


17 


7 





Elisha Williams, 


17 





4 


Smith Williams, 


18 


16 


8 


Thomas West, 


16 


6 


11 


Ephraim Williams, 


16 


6 


10 


James Waldron, 


19 


1 


9 


Abraham Westcoat, 


16 


3 


7 


Henry Warner, 


9 


3 


7 


Abiatljar Waldron, 


19 


7 


10 


Lemuel Waterman, 


16 


17 


11 


Joseph Whittemore, 


15 


17 


11 


Edward Williams, 


23 


18 





Benjamin Wilcox, 


20 


12 


10 


Nathaniel Wilson, 


16 


6 


11 


T. 








Stephen Young, 


2 


14 





William Young, 


20 


12 


10 


A. 








Phillip Andrews, 


20 


11 


4 


B. 








Pardon Brightman, 


31 


16 


2 


William Bliss, 


31 


16 


2 


Ebenezer Bishop, 


22 


10 


11 


John Baraes, 


20 


11 


4 


John Burlington, 


20 


11 


4 


Sharp Brown, 


20 


11 


4 


Abner Briggs, 


19 


14 





William Barnwell, 


22 


13 


11 


Benoni Bates, 


20 


11 


5 


Cuff Blackman, 


20 


11 


4 


Comfort Bishop, 


5 


18 


7 


Silvanus Bishop, 


20 


11 


4 


Jonathan Barnaby, 


31 


16 


2 


Gardner Brownell, 


21 


10 


1 


William Brightman, 


20 


11 


4 


William Butts, 


20 


11 


4 
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C. 

£ s. d. 

John Carr, Jr. 23 12 9 

Gardner Clarke, 18 14 4 

Arnold Campbell, 20 7 3 

Caleb Clarke, 6 6 10 

Fifer. Henry Crandall, 22 13 11 

Jonathan Cooke, 20 11 4 

Godfrey Carrington, 20 11 4 

Daniel Cooke, 20 11 4 



31 


16 


2 


20 


6 


4 


22 


7 


6 


20 


11 


4 


19 


11 


8 



Sergt. Simeon Drown, 
Joseph Davids, 

Corpl. Caleb Drown, 
Joseph Donnis, 
Joshua Dick, 



R 

Sergt. * John Earl, 34 4 10 

John Edmands, 6 6 10 



P. 



Solomon Field, 20 11 4 

Jonathan Fairfield, 20 11 4 

Joseph Fortune, 20 11 4 

Latham Frink, 20 14 4 



G. 



Francis Gallow, 22 18 2 

Thomas Gardner, 20 11 4 

Ebenezer Gladding, 20 7 3 

Owen Grinnall, 20 11 4 



Sergt. John Humphrey, 31 16 2 

Sergt. Nathaniel Humphrey, 8 11 1 

Bartholomew Hewit, 4 13 6 
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Tibbetts Hopkins, 
Amos Humphrey, 
Stafford Hart, 
Ezra Hodges, 
Jacob Hold en. 



£ s. d. 

20 11 4 

20 11 4 

19 7 6 

20 9 3 
20 11 4 



Sergt. Daniel Johnston, 
Sergt. William Jones, 



31 16 2 
8 11 1 



Fifer 
Sergt. 



Corpl. 



Sergt 
Drum. 



Fifer. 
Corpl. 
Drum. 

Sergt. 

Sergt. 
Sergt. 



Samuel Low, 
Wheaton Luther, 
Nehemiah Luther, 

M. 

Robert Mott, 
Lawrence M. South, 
John M. South, 
Rufus Mackintire, 
Gideon Mowry, 

N. 

Daniel Northorp, 
Jabes Newland, 
Harris Northup, 

P. 

Joseph Perigo, 
Abel Paine, 
Samuel Peckham, 
trince Pero, 
Enoch Place, 
James Peters, 
Richard Pearce, 
Jeremiah Pearce, 

R 

Abiathar Richmond, 
^thaniel Rogen, 



22 13 1 
31 16 2 
20 13 8 



5 6 

31 16 

31 16 

22 13 

20 11 



22 3 

22 4 

22 13 

20 1 

31 16 

20 11 

31 16 

31 16 



10 
2 
2 
1 
4 



8 11 1 
20 17 1 
22 13 1 



1 
1 
1 

2 
4 
2 
2 
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£ 


s. 


A 


Drum. 


John Smith, 


9 


10 


10 


Q. M. 


John Sebring, 


?6 


6 


9 


Sergt. 


Comfort Standley, 


31 


8 


2 


Drum. 


Benjamin Shearman, 


22 


13 


1 




Josiah Smith, 


3 


9 


8 




Ruben Shearman, 


5 


6 


10 




Fiseck Smith, 


20 


11 


4 




Abraham Shippee, 


21 


15 


4 


Drum. 


George Shearman, 


22 


13 


I 




Thomas Summers, 


4 


18 


— > 




Nathaniel Salesbury, 


20 


11 


4 




Peter Sisson, 


20 


6 


4 




Anthony Spencer, 


13 


14 


4 




T. 










William Thayer, 


20 


11 


4 




William Tyler, 


5 


6 


10 




Ceasor Talbutt, 


20 


11 


4 




George Thrasher, 


20 


11 


4 




William Tomlin, 


20 


11 


4 




Edward Talby, 


20 


15 







Samuel Tewgood, 


20 


16 


10 




Zebulon Tanner, 


20 


11 


4 




Isaac 'I'abor, 


4 


7 


1 




Samuel Tallmon, 


19 


19 


— — 




John Tuman, 


-—. 




-^ 




Leander Tawlow, 


20 


11 


4 




w^. 










Peter Winslow, 


20 


11 


4 




Benjamin White, 


20 


16 


7 


Sergt. 


James Ward well. 


8 


9 


6 




Francis Williams, 


6 


3 




Oorpl. 


Michael Weight, 


21 


3 


1 


Sergt. 


William Wilkinson, 


31 


16 


2 


Corpl. 


Comfort Whipple, 


22 


13 


1 




Joseph Whitamore, 


20 


11 


4 




Abner Wilcox, 


20 


11 


4 




Benjamin Wilcox, 


6 


6 


10 




Y. 










William Young, 


20 


11 


4 
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It is deemed proper in this connection to state a few histor- 
ical facts and reminiscences respecting the balances for de- 
preciation stated in the preceding coUimns, especially as these 
balances are intimately connected with the efforts of Rhode 
Island during the war of the Revolution, and more especially 
as they are now due from the United States according to every 
principle of justice and equity. 

These balances have never yet been paid, although admit- 
ted to be honestly due. They have been admitted by U. S. 
Commissioners, and by committees of Congress appointed to 
investigate the grounds upon which they were claimed, and 
Bills have been reported to pay them, but were never acted 
upon. 

Long before the war ended, and, indeed, not a great while 
after it began, the paper currency or " continental money " 
which was issued to pay the troops greatly depreciated, so 
much so, as to become almost valueless. To remedy this evil 
Congress passed several Acts providing that all balances due 
for depreciation should be paid, or made good to the soldier. 
These acts however embraced only continental troops enlisted 
for three years or during the war, or troops of the " Continent- 
al Line." But notwithstanding, this Brigade was not, strictly 
speaking, of the *' continental line," it was supposed they 
were embraced in the Act of Congress of April 10th, 1780, 
which provided " that all troops serving in the continental 
army should be placed upon the same footing.^^ Accordingly 
in October 1785, the committee of the Legislature of Rhode 
Island reported the claims made up according to the rules and 
regulations prescribed by Congress, and presented them to 
Edward Chinn, who had been appointed U. S. Commissioner 
for Rhode Island, for the liquidation and settlement of Rhode 
Island accounts and claims. But the Commissioner rejected 
them upon the ground that these troops had not " enlisted for 
three years or during the war," and therefore were not " of 
the Line," although it was admitted they had " served in the 
continental army." 

In 1790 Congress passed another more general Act for the 
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settlement of claims of states against the U. States, but accord- 
ing to the provisions of this Act no claims odndividuaJs against 
the United States were to be admitted in the account of any 
State " unless the same were allowed by such state before the 
24th of September, 1788." Under this Act also the foregoing 
claims were rejected on the ground that the State of Rhode 
Island had never paid or assumed to pay them. For a num- 
ber of years at the period last spoken of, the assumption and non- 
assumption of these claims by this State, divided the political 
parties, — one party was in favor of assumption, so as to be able 
to charge them to the United States ** in the States account," 
the other were opposed to the assumption, fearing the United 
States would not pay them, the limitation having expired 
when they were to be presented, and in that event the State 
would be obliged to pay them. All parties agreed, however, 
that the claims were just and ought to be paid. 

Since 1790 a number of attempts have been made to induce 
Congress to pass an Act to pay them. In 1806 General Bar- 
ton presented a memorial for that purpose, but was unsuccess- 
ful ; subsequently, the Hon. Henry Wheaton made an attempt, 
but without success ; and in 1835 the subject matter was re- 
ferred to a select committee of the House of Representatives, 
of which the Hon. Tristam Burgess, a member from this State, 
was chairman, who reported a Bill in favor of their payment. 
But the bill was never acted upon. 

In 1836, a memorial signed by William Wilkinson and other 
claimants, survivors of the Rhode Island Brigade of State 
troops, was presented to the House of Representatives, to have 
their claims paid. This memorial was referred to a select 
committee, who after a thorough examination of all the facts, 
made a report in favor of allowing and paying the claims, and 
through their chairman the Hon. Dutee J. Pearce, reported a 
bill for that purpose. 

As the writer of these sketches was the agent of the memo- 
rialists on this occasion, he submitted the following reasons, 
grounded upon the facts set forth in the report of the commit- 
tee, why the relief asked for should be granted, and as con- 
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nected with the history of these claims and for future reference, 
he hopes it will not be deemed improper to give them a place 
at this point. 

RefMons why the proposed relief for this Brigade should be 

granted. 

1. The troops of Massachusetts and Connecticut sent to 
Rhode Island on the invasion of the latter State, in December 
1776, pursuant to recommendation of the New England Con- 
vention of December 25th, same month, have been paid their 
depreciation ; the Rhode Island brigade was raised pursuant 
to the recommendation of the same convention, and was the 
agreed '* quota" for said State to raise, and therefore ought in 
like manner to be paid. 

2. Although this brigade was within the equity of the resolve 
of Congress, of April 10th, 1780, yet it does not rely on it. 
They were, however, continental troops raised for the common 
defence of the country, and so considered by Gov. Cooke and 
Gen. Washington ; (see their correspondence, page 20 of the 
Report.) They were raised not only with the full approba- 
tion, but at the earnest solicitation of Congress, were taken in- 
to continental pay, placed under continental ofScers, and were 
actually in service three years and three months. 

3. The resolve of April 10th, 1780, not being deemed broad 
enough in its construction to embrace all the troops of the 
army. Congress on the 12th of August, 1780, passed another 
which was. By this resolve they promise they vAU take 
"speedy measures" for liquidating and paying "what is due 
on that account (depreciation) to the officers and soldiers who 
do not belong to the quota of any State.^^ The Rhode Island 
brigade was of this description, and was within the very letter 
of this resolve. 

4. This resolve may be considered the parent of subsequent 
Acts of Congress upon this question and others relative to the 
army accounts, and hence the promise here made was embod- 
ied in the ordinance of May 7th, 1787, and August 5th, 1790. 
By these Acts not only charges by States for depreciation, but 
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all equitable charges against the United States which grew 
out of the Revolutionary contest, whether expressly authorised 
by any resolve of Congress or not, were to be settled. 

It may not be improper here to observe the difference be- 
tween the two resolves of April 10th and August 12th, 1780. 
The first is an Act complete in itself for one description of 
troops. The second contains a promise or pledge, what should 
be done for another — that they "w?i//take speedy measures," 
but leaving those "measures" to future legislation. Relying 
on this, many States paid this item of depreciation to all their 
troops, and waited for those " measures " to be taken ; and 
they Avere taken and made most ample in the above Acts of 
May 7, 1787, and August 5, 1790. It must be obvious to all, 
that a very different principle of justice and liberality prevail- 
ed in the formation of these two acts, from that in the resolve 
of April 10, 1780. But these acts required all claims to be 
first assumed and paid by the State, and then charged in the 
" States' account " with the United States, and hence the 
Commissioners sent to Rhode Island could not settle them, 
because the State of Rhode Island refused to assume them. 

6. Why did Rhode Island refuse to assume them ? The 
answer to this question is given by the memorialists and adopt- 
ed by the committee, viz : — ** That Congress hired these troops, 
sent a paymaster to Rhode Island to pay them, did pay them 
in depreciated value, and now ought without any interference 
on the part of the Stale, to make up such depreciation agreea- 
bly to their pledge of August 12, 1780." 

6. But let it be supposed, that the State of Rhode Island had 
no good reason to have refused them. — What then? Ought 
the refusal of a State to assume a legal and honest claim of an 
individual, against the United States, as required by the Acts 
aferesaid, to preclude that individual from having his just 
dues? If the claims of this brigade are honest and just in 
themselves, and the subject of a fair charge against the United 
States, agreeably to their own laws, ought it to be in the pow- 
er of a State to defeat payment ? And if a State does attempt 
to defeat payment through any defect of law, ought those 
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claims for that reason never to be paid ? Justice and equity 
say they ought to be paid. The services of this brigade were 
performed for the common defence of the country. Shall the 
country refuse lo pay ihem, merely because the State refused 
in the first instance to assume them ? 

7. Every regular corps in the continental army, it is believ- 
ed, has been paid its depreciation but this. This fact, before 
the destruction of the war office, could be shown. The certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of the State of Massachusetts, however, at- 
tached to the committee's report, shows that all Massachusetts 
regiments were settled ; and within a few months after the or- 
dinance of May 7, 1787, was passed, and not before. Connec- 
ticut has been paid also. 

8. The claims of this brigade were ascertained, and allowed 
before the 24th of September, 1788, by the State of Rhode 
Island, to wit, at the February Session of the General Assem- 
bly, A. D., 1785, so that at the time of passing the above or- 
dinance they had not been barred, nor had they at the time of 
passing the Act of August 5, 1790, according to the provisions 
of the third section of said act ; but they could have been paid 
had the State assumed them. This Act was limited to July 
1st, 1792, but by another was continued to July 1st, 1793, 
when it expired. 

9. But if it is objected that these claims are barred by any 
law of limitation. Congress have already removed that objec- 
tion in two important instances, viz : Virginia and New Jer- 
sey. (See Report, page 10.) 

10. Should it further be objected that these troops had a 
large bounty on their third enlistment, a double answer may 
be given to this; Firsts this objection, if applicable at all, is 
only applicable to the last enlistment, or last years' service; 
it does not touch the two first enlistments, and therefore not 
applicable to them. But the second answer is, that large 
bounties were paid to other troops also; witness Virginia and 
North Carolina (see Report, page 6,) who nevertheless were 
paid their depreciation. It also appears that " sixteen pounds" 
were paid by Rhode Island to the soldiers who enlisted into 
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that States quota of the 88 battalions, in addition to what had 
been allowed by Congress, (vide Gov. Cooke's letter, page 20,) 
besides *' accoutrements, a blanket and knapsack,'' yet every 
man that lived, of the 88 battalions, has been paid his depre- 
ciation. 

11. Legislative consistency requires that these claimants 
should be paid. The same description of troops from Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut (see pages 33, 34 and 35 of the Re- 
port) and it is believed the troops from New Hampshire also, 
who were sent to Rhode Island by recommendation of the 
Providence convention have been paid this item. Does not 
consistency therefore require, as well as justice, that the troops 
of Rhode Island should be paid also? What has Rhode 
Island, or rather what have those individual claimants done, 
that they cannot have the same justice meted out to them, 
that soldiers of other states had, in a common war 7 It may 
be safely affirmed that the sacrifices and sufierings of Rhode 
Island, during the revolutionary contest, were greater, in pro- 
portion to her population, than those of any other state; but 
all she asks, is to fare equally. 

12. The recently discovered correspondence between Gen. 
Washington and Gov. Cooke, sheds additional light upon this 
subject. It had been supposed that these troops were raised 
for " local defence " only; but this correspondence puts that 
question at rest. They were not raised for local, but for the 
common defence of the country ; and as Gov. Cooke observed, 
were liable at any time to be "marched to every part of the 
United States, as the continental battalions;" and the only 
distinction says he, is, that the " former are enlisted for fifteen 
months and the latter for three years, or during the war." To 
this Gen. Washington assents, and expresses himself satisfied. 

13. The claims of the Rhode Island brigade stand upon 
equal, if not higher grounds than the Virginia claim in 1832. 
(See the remarks of committee on this point, page 12.) Yet 
Virginia has been allowed four times the amount that it will 
take to pay them, without having half the number of claim- 
ants for the same. Those claims were confined to *' citizens 
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ofYirginia" according to the Yirginia law; but these, about 
two thousand, or their heirs, are scattered over the whole 
Union. 

It was the impression of many well informed members that 
the bill would have passed, had it been reached before the 
close of the session, and certainly no revolutionary claim stands 
now, or ever has stood upon more equitable grounds, and il is 
still hoped that justice will be done, and although the claim- 
ants, or most every one have passed from time into eternity. 
Congress should remember that a debt justly due the ancestcur 
is equally due the heir, and so will remain until paid. We 
have thought it proper to make these few remarks respecting 
these balances for depreciation. 

In consequence of the large number of troops stationed in 
Rhode Island this year, the General Assembly found it neces- 
sary to establish Hospitals, and passed an Act for that purpose, 
and to appoint Hospital Surgeons, &c. Consequently in De- 
cember of this year the following appointments were made : — 
Jonathan Arnold, Director and Providetor of Hospitals, in this 
State; Isaac Sen ter, Hospital Surgeon ; Stephen Wigneron and 
Joseph Joslin, Regimental Surgeons. 

We now come to the close of 1776 ; but before we proceed in 
our sketch of events in 1777, let us pause a few moments to 
pay a passing tribute to the memory of the venerated and il- 
lustrious dead. Nearly all the survivors of the Revolution 
have now gone to their rest, — they have fought "their fight," 
— they have laid up a " crown of glory " unfading as the love 
of freedom in the human breast, and they have left us an in- 
heritance which, at this moment, is the pride and the glory 
of the philanthropic and political world. It is not known that 
more than one officer of the *' Rhode Island Line " is now in 
the land of the living,'**' and but very few of the subalterns and 
privates ; all have been gathered unto their fathers, ripe, we 
hope, for eternal rest. 

When shall we look upon such a picture as that exhibited 

* Capt. Daniel S. Dexter, of Col. Greeners Begiment. 
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in this country in 1776 ? We look in vain among the nations 
that have been, and our fears almost forbid iis to hope for it 
in the future. When shall we see such sacrifices made on the 
altar of freedom? When shall we see such patient endurance 
of the ills of life ? such privations, such sufferings from hun- 
ger and thirst, such destitution of the comforts and convenien- 
ces of life, without a murmur? It was the love of freedom, 
the hope of national independence cherished in the heart, dear 
as the love of the first-born, that through the blessing of God 
overcame all difficulties ! This hope was food and raiment to 
the hungry and naked. It furnished the sinews of war. It 
was all but powder and ball upon the battle field. It ofttimes 
supplied the deficiency of both. It was as it were an ** anchor 
to the soul both sure and stedfast," from the battle of Bunker 
Hill to the surrender of Cornwiallis, at York Town. 

In this picture stands Rhode Island in bold relief. Her 
Legislature, purged of toryism, did all it could for the cause. 
It passed acts to encourage her sons to enlist in the army. It 
severed the ties which bound us to the British King, even be- 
fore the Declaration of Independence was passed by Congress. 
It put an end to tory preaching and tory praying, and when 
her soil was invaded by a powerful army, it met and ordered 
a full brigade of three regiments to be raised for her defence 
when there was not a dollar in her treasury to pay the troops. 
Yet not only in this, but in all her other regiments her sons 
enlisted, and to their honor be it remembered, it was not ^^pcky 
and rations " that induced them so freely to engage, and so 
heroically hazard their lives and fortunes. It was to estab- 
lish our INDEPENDENCE. Their pay was almost nothing — they 
were paid in paper money, which was of little value. We re- 
member a few years ago, ^u old veteran when applying for 
our assistance to obtain his pension, brought a large roll of 
^'continental money." This, said he, '' was my pay as a sol- 
diex, I keep it as a kind of memento to put me in remembrance 
of Revolutionary time&; it was of but little value then, and of 
no value now, — but what of that, — I did not enlist for pay and 
rations ; I enlisted to establish our Independence ; we succeeded, 
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and I was perfectly satisfied." Here was the true spirit of 
'76, and the same spirit governed the sons of Rhode Island 
generally; and here was the true cause of our unexampled 
success. Why not then cherish the memory of such patriots? 
and if the State does not see fit to erect monuments with suit- 
able inscriptions, let their memory be embalmed in the hearts 
of their posterity. 



SECTION III. 

1777. 

We begin our sketch of events in Rhode Island this year, 
by noticing the objections which General Washington made to 
the raising of the brigade which the State ordered at the close 
of the preceding year. It would seem that the State never 
notified the Commander-in-Chief of its intention of raising this 
brigade: its delegates in Congress only were notified. Wash- 
ington heard of it, and thought it was raised for *' local de- 
fence" only, and hence his objection ; but when he was in- 
formed that it was not for local defence merely, but for the 
general defence of the Colonies, and that the troops could be 
marched to any point out of the State, if necessary, and that 
the raising would not interfere with the enlistments of the two 
continental battalions which were assigned to Rhode Island 
out of the Eighty-eight ordered by Congress, for three years or 
during the war, he withdrew his objections, or he at least ad- 
mitted that ** the two regiments of foot and that of artillery 
were established on a plan more extensive and generous than 
that of mere local defence, and the objections formerly made, 
were most wholly done away by the order permitting the men 
to be enlisted into the continental regiments; " and he further 
admitted, '' that the peculiar circumstances of Rhode Island, 
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under an invasion, would furnish many apologies for the mea- 



sure/' 



Two of these interesting letters of Gen. Washington were 
never before published. As before observed, they were found 
by the writer in the archives of the State, and were used as 
evidence before the Select Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in 1836, on the petition of William Wilkinson and 
others to Congress, for an Act to have the claims for deprecia- 
tion, set forth in the preceding columns, assumed and paid by 
the United States, and they were printed in the Committees 
Report. 

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GENERAL WASHINGTON AND GOVERNOR 
COOKE, RESPECTING THE RHODE ISLAND BRIGADE. 

Morris Town, January 20/A, 1777. 
Sir, 

I am exceeding sorry to hear your Stale has ordered sev- 
eral Battalions to be raised for the defence of the State only, 
and this before proper measures are taken to fill the Continen- 
tal Regiments : you cannot be insensible how unequal any one 
state is, unconnected with the others, to defend itself, if the 
enemy should make a descent against it with any considerable 
force : neither have you the least reason to think you would 
derive less protection from the Troops, if they were raised up- 
on the Continent's account, than that of the State. If each 
State were to prepare for its own defence, independent of the 
others, they would all be conquered in a short time, one by 
one. Our success must depend on a firm mien and a strict 
adherence to the general plan. Other measures may produce 
a partial relief but never can remove the principal evil. 

You must be sensible the season is fast approaching when 
a new campaign will open ; nay, the former is not yet closed, 
neither do I intend it shall, unless the enemy quit the Jerseys. 
It is of the last importance to the interest of America that the 
new regiments be speedily levied : it will give me an opportu- 
nity in the fore part of the campaign, before the enemy can 
collect their force or receive any reinforcement from home, to 
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give them a fatal stab : such a blow in the beginning of the 
season might terminate the campaign to great advantage. 

I am sure the necessity of having the continental regiments 
immediately completed, are too obvious to need any further 
arguments : I hope the powers of government are such as to 
complete the new levies by draught, if they cannot be filled 
seasonably by voluntary enlistment Necessity obliges me to 
call on you (as I shall on every other State) in the most press- 
ing terms, to complete without delay your proportion of the 
eighty-eight battalions. I am confident the raising of two 
regiments at the expense of the State before the Continental 
Regiments arc complete, can answer no valuable purpose. If 
the enemy should make a descent upon Rhode Island with 
any considerable force, the opposition of two Regiments will 
be inconsiderable. If they only infest the coast with their 
ships, the militia will answer a better purpose, and at a far 
less expense. I must confess I am ignorant of the reasons that 
induced the Assembly to adopt the measures, neither can I 
conceive of the use and policy of the scheme. I wish it may 
not be productive of more injury than benefit, by introducing 
innovations and changes that must retard the filling the Con- 
tinental Regiments: and consequently prejudice the general 
interest which every State must have an eye to. The obliga- 
tion on your State is greater than on any other, being the most 
exposed and the least capable of making a separate defence. 

Our affairs here are in a very prosperous train. Within a 
month, passed in several engagements with the enemy, we 
have killed, wounded, and taken prisoners, between two and 
three thousand. I am very confident the enemy's loss here 
will oblige them to recall their force from your state. If I am 
properly supported, I hope to close the campaign gloriously 
for America. 

I am, with the greatest regard and esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most ob't humble Serv't, 

His Excellency, Geo. WismNGTON. 

Gov. Cooke. 



[17 7 7.] 129 

Head' Quarters, Morristown, 2ith Jaiiy, 1777. 
Sir, 

The situation to which I am reduced for want of a regu- 
lar body of Troops, on whom I can depend for a length of 
time, makes it indispensably necessary for me to call upon you 
to exert yourselves in levying and equipping the number of 
Battalions allotted to your State by the resolution of Congress, 
in Sept. last ; you must be fully sensible of the hardship im- 
posed upon individuals, and how detrimental it must be to the 
public to have her Farmers and her Tradesmen called into the 
field as Militia men, whereby a total stop is put to arts and 
agriculture, without which we cannot possibly long subsist. 
But great as the inconvenience is we must put up with it, or 
submit to a greater — the total loss of our liberties, until our 
regular continental army can be brought into the field. 

The above reasons alone I hope will be sufficient to induce 
you to exert yourselves ; for if our new army is not ready to 
take the field early in the spring, we shall lose all the advan- 
tage which, I may say, we have providentially gained this 
winter. 

While our dependence is upon the Militia, we have a full 
army one day and scarce any the next, and I am much afraid, 
that the enemy, one day or other taking advantage of these 
temporary weaknesses, will make themselves masters of our 
Magazine of Stores, Arms, and Artillery. Nothing but their 
ignorance of our numbers protects us at this very time, when 
on the contrary, had we six or eight thousand regular troops, 
or could the Militia who were with me a few days ago, have 
been prevailed upon to stay, we could have -struck such a 
stroke as would have inevitably ruined the army of the enemy 
in their divided state. 

I am not without hopes, that by creating a powerful division 
on the side of New York, we may still keep their force divid- 
ed between that Province and this; if so, and a good body of 
regular troops could be thrown in to me, before the roads will 
be in a condition for the enemy (with their reduced wagon 
and artillery horses) to move out, it perhaps may not be out 

9 



130 [1777.] 

of my power to strike a decisive blow before the spring. This 
is another and a forcible reason to induce you to send your 
new levies forward with all expedition. While the men are 
raising, I beg you will spare no pains to make collection of all 
things necessary for their equipment, not only with such as 
they carry with them into the field, but for their use and con- 
venience while they are there — such as spare shoes and stock- 
ings, and shirts, the want of which was the ruin of the old 
army. 

If these articles are provided and put into the hands of the 
Regimental Qr. Master, they can be delivered out when want- 
ed and stoppages made by the paymasters. 

I expect the Clothier General will be with the army in a 
few days, when I shall give him directions to allot a propor- 
tion of the clothing lately taken and purchased for the pub- 
lic, to each state. 

I am Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Your most ob't servant, 

Gov. Cooke. Geo. WAsmNoxoN. 



Providence, February 9ih, 1777. 
Sir, 

I have been favored with your Excellency's Letters of 

the 20th and 24th ultimo, and have laid them before the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The enemy having landed not less than 7000 troops upon 
Rhode Island, and being possessed of the Bay, with a large 
fleet, laid us under the necessity of establishing a body of 
forces with all possible expedition. In this situation, when it 
was impracticable to fill the Continental Battalions, the As- 
sembly set on foot two regiments, of 750 men each, and one 
regiment of Artillery, of 300 men, to serve 15 months. The 
following is the form of the enlistment of the non-commission- 
ed oflicers and privates : — ** I, the subscriber, do hereby sol- 
emnly engage and enlist myself as a soldier, in the pay of the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, for the 
preservation of the Liberties of America and the Defence of 
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the United States in general, and of this State in particular, 
from the day of my enlistment, for and during the term of 16 
months, unless sooner discharged by the General Assembly ; 
and I hereby promise to submit myself to all the orders and 
regulations of the army, and faithfully to observe and obey all 
such orders as I shall receive from time to time from my offi- 
cers." 

And the following is a clause in the commission issued to 
the officers : " And in case of an Invasion or assault of a com- 
mon enemy to infest or disturb this, or any other of the said 
States, you are to alarm and to gather together the un- 
der your command, or any part thereof as you shall deem suf- 
ficient, and therewith to the utmost of your skill and abiUty, 
you are to resist, expel, kill, and destroy them, in order to pre- 
serve the lives, liberties, and properties of the good people of 
this and the other United States.'* 

Consequently those Regiments are as much held and de- 
signed to do duty in every part of the United States as the 
Continental Battalions, and to render them efiectually so, they 
are by Act of Government, put under the command of General 
Spencer and the other Generals of the Continental army. And 
when Congress shall have ordered them into their service there 
will be no other difierence between them, than that the former 
are enlisted for 15 months, and the latter for three years or 
during the war. 

Early information of the footing upon which these troops 
are raised, was given to our Delegate in Congress, who tells 
us in a letter of the 7th inst., that he had laid the same before 
Congress, and that the measures we had taken gave him great 
satisfaction : and I am extremely sorry it had not been also 
immediately transmitted to your Excellency. As I am per- 
suaded, in that case, you would have entertained a very difier- 
ent opinion of this measure, and been convinced that it was 
adopted from necessity alone, and not with the most distant 
idea of our making a local or separate defence, or of obstruct- 
the enlistments into the Continental Battalions. 

It is true that it hath had a tendency in some degree to 
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cause such obstruction, which was very early obviated, by an 
order permitting enlistments from those trcwps into the Conti- 
nental Battalions. In consequence of which, Captain Thayer 
has, in a short time, enlisted forty men out of one of those reg- 
iments. I will now inform your Excellency of the measures 
taken by this State to fill up the two Continental Battalions 
assigned by Congress, as our quota of the 88 battalions first 
ordered to be raised. 

We have filled up the greater part of the vacancies in them, 
and enclose you a list of the officers appointed, who are direct- 
ed to exert themselves in recruiting. 

We have also given a bounty of sixteen Pounds in addition 
to the encouragement given by Congress, and engage to fur- 
nish each man, in behalf of the Continent, with arms, accou- 
trements, a blanket and a knapsack. 

The Assembly will make a short adjournment to try the 
effect of this great encouragement, and in case these measures 
fail of the hoped for success, will make still ^reat^ efforts to 
fill those battalions. 

I am to request you to give me information, whether there 
be a probability of Col. Greene's being soon exchanged, as the 
Assembly have left a vacancy for him in that case, and have 
determined to appoint Col. Crary to the command of that 
regiment, if that event be not likely soon to take place. 

February 7, 1777. 
To THE House of Rep. 

6rew^. —Resolved, that the afore going draft of a letter to his 
Excellency General Washington, be approved of, and that a 
fair copy thereof be made out, and forwarded as soon as may 
be to his Excellency General Washington. Voted and passed 
per order. 

J. Lyndon, Clerk. 

In the Upper House, Feb. 10. Read and concurred. 

By order. Henry Ward, Sec'ry. 

Agreeably to your Excellency's recommendation, I have 
sent to Newport all the prisoners in the land service that were 
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in the care of this State, and inclose you one of Lord Percy's 
receipts for them. 

I am, with great esteem and respect. Sir, 

Your Excellency's most ob't humble Serv't, 

(Signed) Nicholas Cooke, Governor, 



Sir, 



Head- Quarters, Morristown, March 3rf, 1777. 



I was yesterday honored with your Letter of the 9th ult. 

The extracts you have been pleased to favor me with, show, 
that the two regiments of foot, and that of Artillery, were es- 
tablished on a plan more extensive and generous than that of 
mere local defence, and the objections formerly made are al- 
most wholly done away by the order permitting the men to be 
enlisted into the Continental Regiments. Indeed, the peculiar 
circumstances of Rhode Island under an invasion, would fur- 
nish many apologies for the measure. 

1 am much obliged, by your exertions to raise your quota 
of troops. The situation of our aflairs requires every nerve to 
be strained to accomplish the work in the different States, and 
no pains should be spared to provide the men with arms, and 
every other necessary — our want of the former is a matter of 
concern to me ; and it is to be regretted that the States, indi- 
vidually, have paid too little attention to the obtaining sup- 
plies themselves. 

I cannot give a decisive answer respecting Col. Greene's dis- 
charge ; in a few days there will be a further negotiation upon 
the subject of prisoners, after which it may be in my power to 
inform you with more certainty, at present there is an impedi- 
ment. As he is the first Lieut. Colonel, and conducted him- 
self with bravery and to good acceptance in the Canada expe- 
dition, I would advise that the matter of command should lie 
over a little longer, — after the negotiation I may be able to 
satisfy you. 

I wish regular lists of the prisoners returned to the enemy, 
had been transmitted, specifying the names, rank and corps 
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of the officers, and number of privates. A receipt similar to 
the one sent me does not answer the purpose. 

It appears by a letter from Gen. Arnold, that the prisoners 
from New Hampshire had gone in, and that some exchange 
had been made. 

So far as this was of Continental prisoners 'twas wrong. 
Unless some regular mode is observed, and under the direc- 
tion of one head, the business can never be conducted with 
propriety nor the state of matters in this instance be ever 
known. It is necessary for us to know what officers are sent 
in by us, and what are returned. I would also wish to be 
furnished with regular accounts, or as much so as possible, of 
the expenses incurred by you in supporting the prisoners taken 
by the Continental Arms in the Land Service ; also, of those 
in the Marine line — they should be separate. Accounts are 
kept on the part of the enemy of all rations, disbursements, 
and clothing, and we should have ours ready for a settlement. 

In future I hope the management of the prisoners will be 
better understood, and that the most perfect and accurate ac- 
counts will, be kept on our part of every charge incident to 
their support, &c. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most ob't Serv't, 

To Gov. Cooke. Geo. Washington. 



The military effi)rts of Rhode Island, as well as of other 
states, had become much embarrassed this year by the depre- 
ciation of the paper currency. It is true the General Assem- 
bly passed an Act to " prevent depreciation," but the paper 
money would not abide the Act, but kept on its course of de- 
preciation as naturally as water runs down hill, and its con- 
tinuance produced no little inconvenience. It is true the Gen- 
eral Assembly also passed an Act to ** prevent monopoly and 
oppression ; " this was done to aid the currency, but it had 
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not the desired effect. The General Assembly likewise un- 
dertook to regulate the prices of articles brought into market, 
but this too, like all other laws against the natural course of 
trade, failed in its object. Tell a merchant that he must sell 
his goods, wares, and merchandise, according to certain prices 
** fixed by law," and consumers will soon find he will have 
nothing to sell. Indeed, to undertake to regulate trade con- 
trary to its own natural law of ** demand and supply," is, and 
always has been found, like forcing water up hill, — it may be 
done for a time by machinery^ but like water it will find its 
level, and that soon. 

These embarrassments growing out of the currency kept 
increasing, until it was proposed to have a convention upon 
the subject. It was thought, if a number of states should 
unite and agree upon a plan, which should be carried into ef- 
fect in all the states so uniting, it would prevent the evils so 
much complained of. 

Hence it was proposed that all the New England States and 
New York should send delegates, or committees, to meet to- 
gether and consider the grievances, and unite upon some plan 
to remedy them. Springfield, in Massachusetts, was named as 
the place for meeting. This conference was agreed upon by 
all the above-mentioned states, and their committees met at 
Springfield, July 30ih, 1777. 

As the proceedings of this conference of committees were 
never published, it is deemed proper to give them a place, en- 
tire, in these sketches, as a part of the history of the times, 
as they exhibit a no small portion of the financial difficulties 
encountered and overcome in our revolutionary struggle. 

The heart of the people through them all, was in the right 
place, and the spirit of '76 seemed even to wax stronger as 
difficulties arose ; the love of liberty, and the strong and uni- 
versal desire to sustain the Declaration of Independence, brought 
out the means equal to the contest. 

The proceedings of this convention, were also approved and 
sanctioned by Congress, as well as those of the Providence 
committee in December preceding. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SPRINGFIELD CONVENTION. 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
in General Assembly, July 9th, 1777. 

It is voted and resolved, that a committee of three persons 
be appointed in behalf of this State, to meet committees from 
the General Assemblies of the States of New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, Connecticut and New York, at the town of 
Springfield, in the County of Hampshire, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, on the 30th of this instant, July, in case said 
Assemblies shall think fit to appoint such committees ; then 
and there to hold a conference respecting the paper currency 
of said states : of the expediency of calling in the same — of 
the most eflectual, expeditious, and equal method of doing it ; 
of the best means to prevent the depreciation and counterfeit- 
ing of the same, — and also to consider what is proper to be 
done with respect to the Acts lately made to prevent monopoly 
and oppression, and to confer upon the late Acts, for prevent- 
ing the transportation by land of certain articles from one state 
to another; and to consider such other matters as concern the 
immediate welfare of said states, and are not repugnant to, 
and interfering with the powers and authorities of the Con- 
tinental Congress; and particularly to consider and solicit 
some more sure and effectual method to keep up a sufficient 
army to oppose the body of the enemy, which is now in pos- 
session of the island of Rhode Island ; and that they report 
the result of their conference to this General Assembly. It is 
voted and resolved, that the Honble William Bradford, Esqr., 
Deputy Governor, the Honble Stephen Hopkins, Esqr., and 
Paul Mumford, Esqr., be, and they hereby are appointed a 
committee for the purposes in the foregoing resolve mentioned. 

A true copy. 
Examined. — Witness, Henry Ward, Sec'ry. 

At a meeting of Committees from the states of New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
New York, holden at Springfield, in the County of Hamp- 
shire, the 30th day of July, Anno Domini, 1777, for the pur- 
pose of holding a conference respecting the state of the paper 
currency of the said governments, — of the expediency of call- 
ing in the same by taxes or otherwise, — of the most efifectual, 
expeditious, and equal method of doing it; and to consult up- 
on the best means for preventing the depreciation and coun- 
terfeiting of the same ; and also to consider what is proper to 
be done respecting the Acts lately made, to prevent monopoly 
and oppression ; and to confer upon the late Acts for prevent- 
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ing the transportation by land of certain articles from one state 
to another ; and to consider such other matters as concern the 
immediate welfare of said stales, and are not repugnant to, 
and interfering with the powers and authorities of the Conti- 
nental Congress ; and to report the result of their conference 
to the General Courts in their respective states. 

PRESENT : 

From New Hampshire. — Col. Josiah Bartlett, and Col. Nath. 
Peabody. 

From Massachusetts Bay. — Honble Thomas Cushing, and 
the Honble Robert T. Paine, Esquires. 

From Connecticut. — Honble Roger Shearman, Saml. Hun- 
tingdon, and Titus Hosmer, Esquires. 

From Rhode Island. — Honble William Bradford, Honble 
Stephen Hopkins, and Paul Mumford, Esquires. 

From New York. — John Ross Hobart, Esqr. 

The Honble Stephen Hopkins, Esqr., was chosen President, 
and Wm. Pynchon, Esqr., Clerk. 

Met and conferred upon sundry matters and adjourned till 
Saturday morning, 9 o'clock. 

Saturday^ August 2, 1777. 

Met according to adjournment. Present : the same mem- 
bers. 

The Committee conferred upon the state of the paper cur- 
rency of the said governments, of the expediency of calling in 
the same by taxes or otherwise ; of the most effectual, expe- 
ditious, and equal method of doing it, and the best means for 
preventing the depreciation and counterfeiting the same, and 
upon full consideration are unanimously of opinion that the 
quantity of paper currency emitted and in circulation in said 
states, greatly exceeds what is necessary for a medium of trade 
and support of the war, whence necessarily follows the depre- 
ciation of the currency, and stagnation of their circulation, fluc- 
tuation, irregularity, and extravagance in prices, and if not 
timely remedied, the total destruction of their credit, to the great- 
est injury of these states. They are also unanimously of opin- 
ion that the great number of bills circulating upon the credit of 
the United States and of the several particular states, tend mu- 
tually to depreciate each other ; not only by the too great quan- 
tity, but also by multiplied frauds in counterfeiting, and the 
increased difficulty in detecting the same, which evils, as far 
as is possible, to remedy at present and prevent in future. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the Legis- 
latures of the several states to make provision for drawing in 
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and sinking the bills of credit which are not upon interest by 
the respectively emitted small change less than a dollar, only 
excepted by the first day of November next, cither by taxes 
or by exchanging them for Treasurer's notes for sums not less 
than ten pounds, on interest at 6 per cent, per annum, or for 
continental bills of credit, and to prohibit the currency of their 
respective bills of credit from and after the said first day of 
November; and not to emit any more bills of credit hereafter, 
except for change, not exceeding half a dollar. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Legisla- 
tures aforesaid, for the future, to provide for the exigencies of 
their respective states, and the support of the war as far as 
possible by taxation ; and in order to lighten the burdens and 
accommodate the taxes to the convenience of the people, and 
the more efiectually to establish the credit of the continental 
currency, that these taxes be levied and assessed, at the least, 
once in every quarter of the year : and to take effectual meas- 
ures that the several assessments be duly collected and punc- 
tually paid into the respective treasuries. 

Adjourned to Monday next, 9 o'clock in the morning. 

Monday Morning, August 4, 1777. 

Met according to adjournment. The same members present 
as on Saturday. 

The committee took into consideration the acts against mo- 
nopoly and oppression, and upon mature deliberation are of 
opinion that they are attended with inconveniencies, and that 
the good ends proposed thereby may be better attained by the 
measure herein recommended — whereupon. Resolved, That it 
is recommended to the several Legislatures to repeal all clauses 
in the aforesaid Acts for preventing monopoly and oppression 
so far as they relate to affixing the prices at which the articles 
therein enumerated shall be sold, and enacting penalties for 
not observing the same. And whereas it may be appfehend- 
ed that the repeal of the monopoly bill may operate to the pre- 
judice of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers, who are 
employed in the continental army upon the expectation of be- 
ing supplied with the necessaries of life at the prices affixed 
by said bill, — therefore, more effectually to prevent such evil, 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Legislatures 
aforesaid, that provision be immediately made for supplying 
the troops belonging to the continental army and raised in their 
respective states, who are in the field, with such necessary 
articles as are not supplied by the Commissary General, upon 
the same terms as the several states have stipulated, always 
taking care that the prices affixed in said bill be considered as 
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the prime cost ; and also that provision be made at the expense 
of the respective states, that the families of the non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers of the continental army residing 
with them be supplied with provisions and clothing at the 
prices set in said bill to the amount of their wages, and that 
committees be appointed in all the towns and districts in said 
states, whose business it shall be to see that the families of said 
officers and soldiers are duly supplied with such necessaries of 
life as their circumstances may require, to the amount of such 
sum as shall be lodged by such officers and soldiers with the 
said committee, not exceeding their pay respectively ; and also 
to enact suitable laws to procure the necessary articles stipu- 
lated to supply the troops and their families, by impressing 
those articles when necessity shall require, and paying the 
owner a reasonable price at the appraisement of indiflferent 
judicious men. 

And whereas the engrossing and withholding from sale of 
the conveniences and necessaries of life, accumulating profits 
upon the same by repeated sales in large quantities from one 
engrosser to another, are highly prejudicial to the interest of 
any state, and under the present circumstances of the states 
are of the most fatal and dangerous tendency : Resolved, that 
it be recommended to the Legislatures aforesaid, to prohibit 
and prevent such practices from time to time, under several 
penalties as the nature and circumstances of the case may re- 
quire, and to make provision for enforcing the sale of the com- 
modities as engrossed or withheld, in small quantities and at 
reasonable prices for the use of the inhabitants. 

Then adjourned to Tuesday morning, 9 o'clock. 

Tuesday Mornings 9 o'clock. 

Met according to adjournment. Present : the same mem- 
bers as on Monday, — conferred on sundry matters and ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday Mornings 9 oWock. 

Met according to adjournment. Present: the same mem- 
bers as on Tuesday. 

Whereas it may be sometimes necessary to prohibit the 
transportation of certain articles by land from one state to ano- 
ther. Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective 
Legislatures to frame their laws made for that purpose, so as 
not to prevent the free transportation of any articles that can 
be spared from their respective states to supply the inhabitants 
of any of the other states, nor to prevent the inhabitants of 
other states from carrying out their property they were pos- 
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sessed of, in such state at the time of making such laws, or 
which they may have afterwards imported by sea or brought 
in from another state by land, and also that no unnecessary 
interruption be given to a free commercial intercourse between 
the inhabitants of the several states. 

Whereas the concurrence of all the united States in the 
measures aforesaid will render them much more effectual for 
attaining the good ends proposed, Resolved, That a copy 
thereof be transmitted to the Honble Congress of the United 
States, that such measures may be taken for that end as they 
in their great wisdom shall think meet, and that a letter sign- 
ed by the President accompany the same. And, Whereas the 
State of Rhode Island have represented the necessity that a 
body of troops be kept up to guard the shores round Rhode 
Island, under the direction of the general officers stationed 
there, and have manifested a desire that the committee should 
consider the same, and express their opinion of it to their re- 
spective constituents ; therefore, Resolved, as the opinion of 
this Committee, that the State of Rhode Island be requested to 
fill up their two battalions as soon as may be for the above 
purpose ; that the State of Massachusetts Bay be desired to 
hasten on their two battalions they have ordered for that pur- 
pose, that the State of Connecticut be desired to raise and equip 
one battalion of 728 men with all speed, and direct them to 
the above service, and that the State of New Hampshire be 
desired to raise and equip 300 men with all speed, and direct 
them to the above. A true journal of proceedings. 
Signed by order of the above Committee. 

Stephen Hopkins, President 
Attest, Wm. Pynchon, Toion Clerk. 

State of Rhode Island, i 

Secretary's Office^ December l&thj 1825. ) 

The foregoing is a true copy of part of the journal of pro- 
ceedings of the Committee at Springfield, on file in my office, 
and certified in the original hand-writing of Stephen Hopkins. 

Witness, Henry Bowen, Sec'ry. 



The reader, at the slightest glance at the proceedings of the 
Springfield Convention, will see at once the financial difficul- 
ties it had to meet. Indeed, in the absence of patriotism, they 
would have been insurmountable. Many expedients had been 
resorted to by the states as well as by Congress, to support 
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their credit and currency, but all had failed. In fact, aside 
from the love of liberty and the hope of establishing an Inde- 
pendence, there was not the slightest foundation for credit. — 
As soon as paper money was made the circulating medium, 
specie crept into its strong box. Its holders dare not risk its 
departure from their money-bags. It was kept by them as a 
hidden treasure. Rhode Island did all she could to prevent 
the depreciation of paper money, — she passed several Acts to 
prevent it, as before observed, but all to no purpose. It would 
depreciate in spite of all Legislative aid. It sank down 72 to 
1 in the course of this year, and subsequently still lower. In 
order to bolster up this paper money system, Rhode Island 
passed an Act to prevent "monopoly and oppression," as did 
many other states ; one object of which was to establish prices 
at which holders should sell: but this, too, fell to the ground, 
and the repeal of all such laws was recommended by the 
Springfield Convention. Upon this question the Convention 
came to the following resolution, " Resolved, That it be re- 
commended to the several Legislatures to repeal all clauses in 
the aforesaid Acts for preventing monopoly and oppression, so 
far as they relate to affixing the prices at which the articles 
therein enumerated shall be sold, &c." The convention were 
satisfied that all laws enacted in restraint of trade, rather in- 
creased than diminished the difficulties under which the coun- 
try then labored ; and yet, if there ever was a time in which 
such laws could operate beneficially, this was the period. 

It would have been very unwise and impolitic to have made 
public the proceedings of this convention at the time, and it 
was not done, for most obvious reasons. Nor have they been 
published by any historian since. But they can now be pub- 
lished with impunity, there being no financial embarrassments 
to conceal from a powerful enemy as was then the case. These 
proceedings exhibit not only the difficulties our fathers met 
with in carrying on the war of the Revolution, but the eflforts 
they had to make to overcome them. They were, indeed, im- 
measurably great, and but for the hope of Independence, would 
have disheartened them. But they stood up fearless in their 
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midst. To conquer them or to perish in the attempt was their 
unbending determination ; for although there was no money 
or credit to obtain a loan from abroad, there was something 
else in the heart of the people far better, — there was that love 
of liberty, that determination of purpose, and above all, that 
unwavering faith and trust in the arm of the Almighty that 
supplied all deficiencies, and urged them on to victory. 

The same Rhode Islander, Stephen Hopkins, who the year 
before had signed the Declaration of Independence, and pledg- 
ed his " life, his fortune, and his sacred honor " to defend it, 
was President of the Springfield Convention, and he gave it 
that support which his talents, his character, and high stand- 
ing could not fail to do, at that crisis. We venture to say that 
few men ever stood higher in the estimation of the community 
in which he lived, than Hopkins. 

A copy of the proceedings of this Convention was ordered 
to be forwarded to Congress, with a request that the measure 
recommended might be taken into consideration. These mea- 
sures were duly considered and most of them adopted. 

It appears by the journals of Congress, of Nov. 22d, 1777, 
that '' the committee to whom was referred the letter from the 
Honble Stephen Hopkins, and the proceedings of the commit- 
tees from New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, and New York, brought in a report which was taken 
into consideration, and thereupon Congress came to the fol- 
lowing resolutions." 

Among these resolutions were the following : — 

1. ^^ Resolved, That it be most earnestly recommended to 
the respective states to raise, in the course of the year 1778, 
commencing on the 1st day of January next, by quarterly 
payments, the sum of five millions of dollars, by taxes, to be 
levied on the inhabitants of the respective states, in the pro- 
portions following, viz : 

New Hampshire, 200,000 dollars. 

Massachusetts Bay, .... 820,000 " 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations^ 100,000 " 
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Connecticut, 


. 600,000 dollars 


New York, . 


200,000 '' 


New Jersey, 


. 270,000 " 


Pennsylvania, 


620,000 " 


Delaware, 


. 60,000 '' 


Maryland, . 


620,000 " 


Virginia, .... 


. 800,000 " 


North Carolina, . 


250,000 " 


South Carolina, 


. 500,000 " 


Georgia, 


60,000 " 



5,000,000 



(< 



That the sums to be assessed and to be raised shall not be 
considered as the proportion of any state, but being paid into 
the treasury shall be placed to their respective credit, bearing 
an interest of six per centum per annum, from the time of pay- 
ment until the quotas shall be finally ascertained and adjusted 
by the Congress of the United States, agreeably to the confed- 
eration, hereafter to be adopted and ratified by the several 
states. And if it shall then appear that any state is assessed 
more than its just quota of the said tax, it shall continue to 
receive interest on the surplus ; and if less, it shall be charged 
with the interest on the deficiency, until by a future tax such 
surplus or deficiency shall be properly adjusted. 

2. " Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the leg- 
islatures of the several states to refrain from further emissions 
of bills of credit, where there is a suflicient quantity of con- 
tinental bills of credit for the purpose of a circulating medium, 
forthwith to call in by loans or taxes and to cancel the paper 
money — small bills for change under a dollar excepted, which 
such state has already emitted ; and for the future to provide 
for the exigencies of war and the support of government, by 
taxes to be levied within the year, or such other expedient as 
may produce a competent supply." 

The proceedings of this convention were acted upon on the 
26th and 27th of same month. On 27th a resolution was 
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adopted, earnestly recommending "to the several states, as 
soon as may be, to confiscate and make sale of all real and 
personal estate therein of such of their inhabit^ints who have 
forfeited the same and the right of protection, and invest the 
same in continental loan oflice certificates, &c." 

In regard to the holding sectional conventions (and there 
were several during the war of the Revolution,) we may re- 
mark, that at that period there were no constitutional lies to 
bind the states, — the only tie was that of sympathy for mu- 
tual defence. Very different is the case now. Since the adop- 
tion of the federal constitution, we hold all sectional conven- 
tions, especially if got up with a view to intimidate the States 
or Congress, or to threaten the Union, as moral treason, if 
nothing worse. 

On the 16th of April, 1777, Congress resolved that it be re- 
commended to the General Assembly of Rhode Island, to col- 
lect all their forces with ''the utmost dispatch," and make an 
attack and destroy the enemy on the Island of Rhode Island, 
and at the same time it was recommended to Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, to give every assistance in their power to 
promote the execution of this important service, and General 
Washington was directed to appoint such a general officer as 
he thought proper to carry the resolution into effect. General 
Joseph Spencer was selected to take the command of this ex- 
pedition. He had been previously appointed a Major General, 
by Congress. 

Very soon after the passage of the above resolution, Rhode 
Island entered upon the work, making all the necessary pre- 
parations for the attack, assisted by Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut. The e?:pedition was kept as secret as possible, so 
much so that it was called the " secret expedition." One half 
of the militia of Rhode Island were called out for this service, 
which together with the enlisted troops, and the militia from 
Massachusetts and Connecticut made quite a large army, not 

• 

less than ten thousand men ; notwithstanding the great exer- 
tions, it was nearly October before the expedition was ready 
for the attack. This delay caused great dissatisfaction among 
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the troops, especially among those from Massachusetts ; ihey at- 
tributed it to the want of tact and energy in their General and 
commander, who had become very unpopular with them, and 
this dissatisfaction kept increasing until it manifested itself in 
a variety of ways, placing the General in a ridiculous light. 
One of the old soldiers from Massachusetts who is still living, 
but nearly a hundred years old, told the writer, that one 
morning. General Spencer coming out of his Quarters, found 
the following doggerel in large letters, placed in full view: 

" Israel wanted bread 
The Lord sent them Manna — 
Rhode Island wants a head^ 
And Congress sends a granny,^' 

This was enough ; after this, the Major General was called 
'^ Granny Spencer," as long as he remained in Rhode Island. 

At length a night is fixed for the American forces to cross 
over from Tiverton, to the Island, a large fleet of boats is pre- 
pared for the embarkation. Hope beat high in the breast of 
many a soldier of soon having an opportunity of taking the 
enemy by surprise in the dead hour of night ; Col. Hawes, 
Colonel of one of the Massachusetts regiments of militia, which 
was to be among the first to embark, had his regiment drawn 
up and he made a speech, encouraging them to behave like 
men, and to win for themselves the title of heroes and patriots 
in their country's cause. " Perhaps," said he, " this night will 
be our last, but if it is, let us go to sleep in the arms of glory." 

But to the great disappointment of many, and the joy of 
some perhaps, the winds suddenly blew a heavy gale, so that 
the boats could not make a passage, and the embarkation as 
well as the expedition was abandoned from that hour, the 
enemy having gotten information of their plan. 

There was always a mystery about this expedition. Al- 
though Congress authorized Rhode Island to get it up, and 
requested Massachusetts and Connecticut to assist, it has been 
said that neither Congress or Washington ever had any ex- 

10 
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pectatioQ of expelling the enemy from the Island at this time. 
The main object was to prevent the enemy from making 
any diversion in favor of General Burgoyne. The British 
had a large army at Newport, and could have spared and 
sent several thousand to some point which would have dimin- 
ished the opposition to his march through the country. But 
the assembling of such an army as the expedition called out, 
confined them to their quarters in Newport, and if such was 
the object, Gen. Spencer was precisely the man to take the 
command of the American troops, and there seems some 
ground for such a supposition, for as soon as it was known 
that Burgoyne had surrendered his army (Oct. 17, 1777,) to 
Gen'l Gates, the militia were all dismissed and sent home. It 
is true the General Assembly appointed a committee to inquire 
into the causes of Gen. Spencer's failure, and Massachusetts 
and Connecticut were invited to send delegates to be present 
at the meeting of this committee, which was held at Provi- 
dence. And the committee did meet and heard Gen. Spencer 
and all parties and acquitted him. But this easy trial and 
acquittal, have been by some considered as further evidence 
of the real object of the expedition. Be this as it might, how- 
ever, the surrender of Burgoyne's whole army, made every one 
feel so happy, that they cared but little for Gen. Spencer or 
his expedition. 

Btirgoyne had threatened destruction to all opposition to 
his march, by a windy proclamation, and in his instructions 
given to Col. Baum, he orders him to march across the coun- 
try to Springfield " where he would be met by his Majesty^ s for- 
ces from Rhode Island,^^ but it would seem his Majesty's forces 
had enough to do at Newport, except what were sent to join 
Sir Henry Clinton in his excursion up the North River. John 
Burgoyne was a favorite Lieutenant General, a member of the 
British Parliament, &c., &c., but he was no match for his Vir- 
ginian opponent, Horatio Gates. Upon all the facts and cir- 
cumstances connected with Spencer*s expedition, we are at a 
loss, to decide whether it was a real failure, or not, and so we 
leave it. But whether Spencer's expedition was a failure or 
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not, there was one expedition in Rhode Island this year, which 
was eminently successful, — we allude to the capture of Major 
General Prescott, the British commander, together with his 
aid-de-camp, by Col. William Barton. General Prescott had 
his quarters in Portsmouth, about five miles from Newport, 
when he was captured. For this brave exploit. Congress voted 
Barton a sword, and afterwards he was promoted and ap- 
pointed a Colonel in the Continental army. This affair took 
place in the summer of 1777. 

The writer has conversed with a number of those who took 
a part in this expedition, but the one from whom he obtained 
the most information was John Hunt, who it would seem was 
Barton's right hand man. John was a matross in Col. Elliot's 
regiment of artillery at the time. He was a native of Ports- 
mouth, and brought up in the neighborhood of Prescott's quar- 
ters, of course was well acquainted with all the localities 
between the house and the shore; he could point out the best 
spot where to land, and how to approach the house. John was 
full of fight and courage, and in fact so were all who com- 
posed the expedition. Col. Barton wanted none others ; he 
himself was deeply imbued with that spirit of liberty and the 
justice of equal rights, which the Declaration of Independence 
had set forth, and like every other patriot he determined in his 
heart to maintain the political principles shadowed forth in 
that instrument. Barton planned and got up the expedition, 
and when all things were ready they took their departure 
from Warwick neck in a number of boats, proceeded round 
the south end of Prudence island, passed near some of the 
British ships stationed in the bay, and landed at a spot about 
a mile from Prescott's quarters. 

A number of years ago, before the general act of Congress 
of June 7, 1832, was passed, granting pensions to all who had 
served six months and upwards in the war of the Revolution, 
John Hunt memorialized Congress, setting forth his services 
and claiming a remuneration. As a copy of his memorial was 
preserved by the writer, who was his agent and attorney, we 
will therefore let John tell his own story, so far as he was 
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concerned in this expedition. The following is an extract 
from his memorial : — 

** And your petiticmer would further shew, that during the 
time of one of his said enlistments in 1777, he volunteered his 
services to aid Gen'l Barton, to take Gen'l Prescott the com- 
mander of the British army, whose quarters were then at 
Portsmouth, on the Island of Rhode Island ; that in this enter- 
prise your petitioner was the man who took the sentinel who 
was on guard in front of the house and secured him; diat 
after that, he and General Barton entered the house and pro- 
ceeded to his chamber, and this petitioner was the first to en- 
ter his chamber and as soon as he entered it, Col. Barton went 
to his bed and ordered him to surrender ; that your petitioner 
took his clothes, made him rise from his bed and follow them ; 
that they did not give Gen'l Prescott time to dress, but made 
him go some distance before he put on his clothes ; and your 
petitioner would further shew that he has never as yet re- 
ceived any compensation for his services, whether for his ser- 
vices during his said enlistments, except paper money, which 
was at that time .72 for 1 ; nor any thing for his services in 
assisting and aiding General Barton in the capture of General 
Prescott as aforesaid — and your petitioner would further shew 
that he is now poor and destitute and without any property 
whatever; that Congress have frequently made provision for 
those who served their country in the Revolutionary war, and 
he now prefers his claims; wherefore &c." 

The facts set forth in the memorial of John Hunt were sup- 
ported by the affidavit of Thomas Wilcox, another volunteer 
from Elliot's regiment in this perilous enterprise. After the 
party had secured their prize they returned to their boats, 
pushed oflf as soon as possible, and arrived at the place of their 
destination in safety. The capture of Prescott made a favor- 
able impression throughout the country and redounded to the 
honor of Col. Barton, and helped to promote the great cause 
of freedom, in which all true hearts were engaged. 

With General Prescott, was captured one of his aids of the 
rank of major in the British army. 
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The General Assembly of Rhode Island were duly im- 
pressed with the gallant conduct of Col. Barton and his men 
in this perilous enterprise, and they ordered a sword to be pre- 
sented to him, and a sum of money to be distributed among 
them. They passed the following complimentary vote. 

Whereas, Lieutenant Colonel William Barton, with a num- 
ber of officers and soldiers under his command, lately made 
an expedition to the Island of Rhode Island, and in the most 
prudent and gallant manner happily made prisoners of, and 
brought off, Major General Prescott, his Aid-de-Camp, who 
was of the rank of Major, and a private soldier ; and whereas 
this Assembly, at their session in March last, as an encourage- 
ment for an expedition in Rhode Island, offered rewards for 
the captures of Officers and Soldiers, who should be made 
prisoners in said expedition, provided the same should be 
made in a limited time, which is expired, by which act the 
rewards for the taking such prisoners would amount to eleven 
hundred and twenty dollars; and this assembly being desirous 
at all times of rewarding distinguished merit, do vote and 
resolve, and it is voted and resolved, that the said sum of 
eleven hundred and twenty dollars be allowed and paid out of 
the General Treasury into the hands of the said William Bar- 
ton, to be divided between him and the other commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the said party, 
in proportion to the wages of the said officers and soldiers." 

"And it is further voted and resolved. That the thanks of 
this Assembly be and hereby are given to the said Col. Barton, 
and to the officers and soldiers of the said party, for their 
brave execution of that enterprise." 

" And it is further voted and resolved, That this Assembly 
will recommend the said Col. Barton, and the other commis- 
sioned officers of the said party, to the notice of his Excellency, 
General Washington, for promotion, according to their merit." 

It is believed the following is a correct list of the men who 
volunteered to aid Col. Barton* in this enterprise. 

Officers. 

Capt. Ebenezer Adams, Lieut. John Wilcox, 

Lieut. Andrew Stanton, " Samuel Potter. 
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Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates : 

Joshua BcAcock, Samuel Phillips, 

Benjamin Prew, Billington Crumb, 

James Potter, James Haines, 

Henry Fisher, Samuel Apis, 

James Parker, Alderman Crank, 

Joseph Guild, Oliver Simmons, 

Nathan Smith, Jack Sherman, 

Isaac Brown, Joel Briggs, 

Clark Packard, William Bruff, 

Samuel Cory, Charles Havett, 

James Weaver, Pardon Cory, 

Clark Crandall, Thomas Wilcox, 

Sampson George, Jeremiah Thomas, 

Joseph Ralph, John Hunt, 

Jedediah Grenale, Thomas Austin, 

Richard Hare, Daniel Page, a Narragansett. 

Daniel Wale, Jack Sisson, the black, and boat 

Joseph Dennis, steerer. 

Howe or Whiting, boat steerer. 

During this year the progress of independence was onward, 
success attended our army in its most important movements. 
The British army had been shut up in Newport, and prevented 
from making any diversion to favor General Burgoyne. Earl 
Percey had not been able to send any troops from Rhode 
Island to meet a detachment of Burgoyne's troops at Spring- 
field, as was expected. Burgoyne himself was foiled in his 
plan of cutting off the communication between the Eastern 
and Middle states, by the way of the North river, and he and 
his whole army taken prisoners. 

Our General Assembly met almost every month, and passed 
all necessary acts for the promotion of the cause, and in the 
recess, the council of war acted with decision and vigor, made 
all necessary appointments, and gave all necessary directions 
in regard to the troops, their clothing, subsistence, <kc In fact 
if there ever was a union of heart and mind to establish the 
inalienable rights of man upon a firm and sure foundation, 
that union existed in Rhode Island at this period of the war, 
and in fact in all the New England and Middle States, and in 
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" Old Virginia," too. The eflforts which this good old State 
made should never be forgotten; she furnished the noblest 
specimen of a General and Oommander-in-chief the world ever 
saw. The author of the declaration of our Independence came 
from her coasts, and a host of other patriots poured out their 
treasure and their blood to carry forward the noble contest, 
and from that time to the present this patriotic state has ever 
been true to her ** first love;" well does she deserve the praise 
that has so often been bestowed upon her, that it has grown 
into a proverb, '* Old Virginia never tires." 

We have said there was a " union of heart and mind," to 
establish our Independence. Perhaps this should be taken 
with some qualification. There was an opposition got up this 
year in one or two towns in King's County (now Washing- 
ton), against enlistments, and it proceeded so far that General 
Spencer was requested to send some troops into those towns to 
quell it. But the opposition was soon put down. We have 
in our possession one of the inflammatory addresses put forth 
by the discontented ; the amount of which was, that " there 
should be no enlistments unless soldiers and oflScers were 
placed upon the same footing as to pay and rations." Great 
complaint was also made, that ^'Congress should have seven 
dollars a day," while the soldiers had only a few dollars per 
month. We found this relic among the papers of a militia 
officer belonging to that county; beside this there was nothing 
to mar the harmony that prevailed in every part of the stale. 

We cannot close our sketch for 1777 more appropriately, 
than by introducing in this connection, the recommendation 
of Congress to set apart a day for a general thanksgiving, to be 
observed throughout all the states for the success of our 
arms, &c. 

In Congress^ Saturday^ November 1, 1777. 

The committee appointed to prepare a recommendation to 
the several states, to set apart a day of public thanksgiving, 
brought in a report, which was taken into consideration and 
agreed to as follows : — 



162 [1777.] 

" Forasmuch as it is the indispensable duty of all men, to 
adore the superintending providence of Almighty God ; to ac- 
knowledge with gratitude their obligation to him for benefits 
received, and to implore such farther blessings as they stand 
in need of; and it having pleased him in his abundant mercy, 
not only to continue to us the innumerable bounties of his 
common providence, but also smile upon us in the prosecution 
of a just and necessary war, for the defence and establishment 
of our unalienable rights and liberties, particularly in that he 
hath been pleased in so great a measure to prosper the means 
used for the support of our troops, and to crown our arms with 
most signal success. It is therefore recommended to the legis- 
lative or executive powers of these United States to set apart 
Thursday the 18th day of December next, for solemn thanks- 
giving and praise ; that with one heart and one voice the good 
people may express the grateful feelings of their hearts, and 
consecrate themselves to the service of their divine Benefactor; 
and that together with their sincere acknowledgments and of- 
ferings, they may join the penitent confession of their manifold 
sins, whereby they had forfeited every favor, and their hum- 
ble and earnest supplication that it may please God through 
the merits of Jesus Christ, mercifully to forgive and blot them 
out of remembrance ; that it may please him graciously to af- 
ford his blessings on the governments of these States respect- 
ively, and prosper the public council of the whole ; to inspire 
our commanders both by land and by sea, and all under them 
with that wisdom and fortitude which may render them fit 
instruments, under the providence of Almighty God, to secure 
for these United States the greatest of all blessings, independ- 
ence, and peace ; that it may please him to prosper the trade 
and manufactures of the people, and the labor of the husband- 
man ; that our land may yield its increase ; to take schools 
and seminaries of education, so necessary for cultivating the 
principles of true liberty, virtue and piety, under his nurturing 
hand ; and to prosper the means of religion, for the promotion 
and enlargement of that kingdom, which consisteth in right- 
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
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And it is further recommended that servile labor, and such 
recreation as, though at other times innocent, may be unbe- 
coming the purpose of this appointment, be omitted on so sol* 
emn an occasion." 

Upon this recommendation, the General Assembly of Rhode 
Island passed the following vote. 

Dec. 1777. It is voted and resolved, that Thursday, the 
eighteenth of December, be set apart for a day of solemn 
thanksgiving and prayer throughout this state, agreeably to 
the above resolve ; and all servile labor and recreation is for- 
bidden on that day, and his Excellency the Gov. is desired to 
issue his proclamation accordingly. 



SEC TION IV. 
[1778.] 

On the 21st of February, Congress directed General Washing- 
ton to appoint a Major General to take the command of the 
American troops in Rhode Island, in the place of General Spen- 
cer, resigned; soon after this, Gen'l Washington appointed 
Major General Sullivan, who upon his arrival assumed the 
command, and immediately Rhode Island requested him to 
take the command of all the State troops, and militia of this 
State, whenever they should be called into service. 

But before we proceed in our sketch of events in 1778, we 
will first glance at the naval movements and efforts this state 
made to sustain the great cause. Let it be remembered, that 
this little state had, at this time, five full regiments in the field, 
two in the Continental army, and three in the state service; 
and besides these were the Kingston Reds, the Kentish Guards, 
the Pawtucket Rangers, the Captain Generals Cavaliers, the 
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Providence Cadets, the Smithfield and Cumberland rangers, 
Providence Light Infantry and Providence Artillery, North 
Providence Rangers, Gloucester Light Infantry, and the Scitu- 
ate Hunters ; independent companies chartered by the General 
Assembly, more eflfectually to defend the state, and mostly 
" minute men," all these were to be in readiness at a " min- 
ute's warning,'' and march to any point required. These were 
all efficient corps, composed of hardy and intelligent men, and 
were always ready for service ; yet notwithstanding such ef- 
forts made for the land service, Rhode Island was among the 
first, if not the very first to propose a naval force. She cer- 
tainly furnished the first commodore (Esek Hopkins) in the 
Revolution. 

On the 22d of December 1775, as appears by the records of 
Congress, the " Committee appointed to fit out armed vessels, 
laid before Congress a list of officers, by them appointed agree- 
ably to the powers given them by Congress," as follows : — 

Esek Hopkins, Esqr., Commander-in-chief of the fleet. 

Dudley Saltenstal, Capt. of the Alfred ; Abraham Whipple, 
Capt. of the Columbus; Nicholas Biddle, Capt. of the Maria 
Doria ; John Burrows Hopkins, Capt. of the Cabot. 

First Lieutenants, John Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, 
Sternsbury, Hersted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher. 

Second Lieutenants, Benjamin Seabury, Joseph Olney, 
Elisha Warner, Thomas Weaver, McDuglall. 

Third Lieutenants, John Fanning, Ezekiel Burroughs, and 
Daniel Vaughan. 

The above vessels had been purchased and equipped to be 
sent on a "secret expedition." The commodore and two of 
the captains, Abraham Whipple and John B. Hopkins, were 
from Rhode Island ; and three of the lieutenants, Rhodes Ar- 
nold, Hersted Hacker, and Jonathan Pitcher ; and in fact the 
larger number of the officers and men were from this state. 
This expedition was sent to New Providence and was emi- 
nently successful. They took the town of Nassau and with 
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it a large amount of munitions of war, and arri\red back in 
safety, with all they captured. 

In June, 1775, the General Assembly ordered two vessels to 
be bought, armed and equipped for the defence of the state, 
the largest to carry ten guns, 4 pounders, and 14 swivel guns,, 
and to be manned with eighty men besides officers ; the small- 
est thirty men. These were to be kept in service until the end 
of the year. Abraham Whipple was appointed to command 
the largest vessel, John Grimes, first Lieutanant, (afterwards 
Captain,) Benjamin Seabury, second Lieut, and William Brad- 
ford, master, Ebenezer Flagg, Quarter-master; of the crew 
there is no list to be found. 

Of the smaller vessel, Christopher Whipple was appointed 
Captain, and WiUiam Rhodes, Lieutenant; no list of the crew 
to be found. 

In August following, the General Assembly ordered two 
large row-gallies to be built, large enough for sixty men each, 
besides officers — they were named the *' Washington" and 
^' Spitfire," the Washington was rigged as a schooner. Joseph 
Mauran was commissioned as Captain of the Washington, 
Timothy Larcher as Lieutenant, Lewis Larcher, master, and 
William Davenport as quarter-master. 

Of the Spitfire, Isaac Tyler was appointed Captain, Josiah 
Simmons first Lieutenant, Abel Weathers second, and Benja- 
min Cranston quarter-master. It is to be regretted that no list 
of the crews of these vessels are to be found, nor are their 
names known, except those who have been pensioned under 
the various acts of Congress. 

Two frigates were also built in Rhode Island in 1776, by 
order of Congress, the Warren of thirty-two guns, and the 
Providence of twenty-eight. These frigates were mostly of- 
ficered and manned by men of Rhode Island ; these vessels of 
war were built, armed and equipped, in Providence, by a 
"building committee" authorized by the Marine Committee at 
Philadelphia. John Hopkins was appointed by Congress to 
the command of the Warren, and Abraham Whipple of the 
Providence ; after these vessels were ready, it was a long time 
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before they sailed ; the British ships of war were stationed in 
various parts of the Bay, and it was next to impossible to get 
them out to sea, without being intercepted. But in May 1778, 
it become necessary to send some dispatches to France, and 
orders came for the Providence to sail: Capt Whipple waited 
for some time for a north-east storm, and dark night, and at 
length he was favored with both. He then hoisted sail and 
got under way; he sailed by the south end of Prudence Island, 
very near a British frigate lying at anchor; as he passed by, 
he fired a whole broadside into her, and kept on his coursa 
He got safely to sea and continued his voyage to France, and 
arrived at Brest, from whence he sent his dispatches to Paris, 
by William Jones, his captain of marines. Capt. Jones deliv- 
ered the dispatches, and waited for others in return ; after they 
were received on board, the frigate returned to the United 
States, and arrived in Boston. This vessel was in service un- 
til the siege of Charleston in 1780, and when Gen'l Lincoln 
surrendered that city to the British, she was captured and the 
officers and crew made prisoners of war. 

The other frigate, the Warren, under the command of John 
Hopkins, Esqr., went to sea before the Providence ; she sailed 
on one or two cruises, and in 1779 was engaged in the " Penob- 
scot expedition," an expedition got up by the state of Massa- 
chusetts; she was then commanded by Commodore Saltenstal 
commander of the fleet, and was the largest vessel he had. 
This fleet consisted of about twenty sail: — the expedition 
wholly failed, the whole fleet was destroyed; and, as has al- 
ways been understood, through the pusillanimous conduct of 
the commander. Sir George Collier came into the Penobscot 
river in a 64 gun ship, with 4 or 5 frigates, which so fright- 
ened the commodore, that the vessels were all set on fire, and 
abandoned or taken, and the seamen and the troops which 
had been sent there to cooperate with the fleet, all dispersed, 
and made the best of their way back to the settlements on 
Kennebeck river ; as many Rhode Islanders were in this expe- 
dition, further notice will be taken of it in the appendix. (^See 
note C.) 
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No list of the officers and seamen of the Warren and Provi- 
dence, has been preserved. Of the frigate Providence, when 
she sailed for France as before observed, Abraham Whipple 
was Captain, Jonathan Pitcher, first Lieutenant, William 
Jones, (since Governor of Rhode Island) Captain of marines, 
and Dr. John F. Rodlofi*,* a German, who had left the British 
service, was surgeon ; Benjamin Page was also a Lieutenant. 
Of the seamen, we know the names of only those who have 
been pensioned under the various acts of Congress. Of the 
Warren, John Hopkins was captain until the Penobscot expe- 
dition, when Dudley Saltenstal was captain and commander, 
James Sellers, first Lieutenant, and John Grimes, captain of 
marines, and Job Page one of the midshipmen. 

There was also another armed vessel, the "Sloop Provi- 



* The story of John Frederick Rodloflf savors not a little of romance. He was a 
native of Germany, a distinguished and accomplished snrgeon in Bnrgoyne^s army, 
and was made a prisoner of war when Bni^oyne surrendered in Oct. 1777. He was 
one of those Hessians " sold'' to Great Britain, as Lord Chatham said, to help carry on 
the war. He received his parole, but he soon learned to love the institutions of this 
country, so different from his own ; and so much so, that he determined to live here, 
and to enter into the American service. He offered his services to Capt. Whipple, as 
Surgeon's mate to the frigate Providence and his offer was accepted ; but afterwards 
he was promoted to be chief surgeon. He entered on board in Dec. 1777 ; the frigate 
was then lying down the river, just below Field's Point. In the winter the officers fre- 
quently went on shore on the Behoboth side, (now Seekonk) to visit their friends ; 
near the shore lived a very handsome country girl. Miss Sarah Medbury ; the Doctor 
was in the habit of visiting her quite often ; at length he fell a victim to her artless 
charms, and they were engaged. In the spring the frigate sailed for France, and the 
Dr. was constantly on board from that time,'until she was captured at the fall of 
Charleston, S. C, in the spring of 1760. Dr. Bodloff was Ihen made a prisoner of war 
to the British, and was in a sad dilemma, for had it been known that he had deserted 
the British service and joined the Americans, in all probability he would have been 
hung. But his friend Capt. Whipple so managed, that he got his parole from Sir H. 
Clinton without much difficulty, and then, as his widow informed the writer more than 
fifty years after this event, he lost no time in leaving Charleston and getting back to 
Behoboth. He then again offered his heart and hand to Miss Medbury, and they were 
married December 7th, 1780, and lived together until his death, June 13, 1808. She 
was married to him when he was a prisoner of war, and when she applied for a pen 
sion as " his widow," under the act of Congress of July 4th, 1836, her claim was at 
first rejected on the ground that her husband was not in service " at or after the mar- 
riage," according to the provisions of the act ; but it was contended that so long as he 
was A prisoner, he was constructively in service, and her claim was allowed upon that 
ground. He never was exchanged until the treaty of Peace. 
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dence," of 15 guns, fitted out at the expense of the state, for 
its defence against the incursions of the enemy, and depreda- 
tions on its commerce. But when the "secret expedition" be- 
fore mentioned, was planned, she was sold to the United States, 
and with a full complement of men, sailed for the Delaware to 
join the fleet for New Providence. 

In June 1777, two more armed vessels were fitted out at the 
expense of the slate to cruise against the enemy. Thus was 
this little state in its military and naval movements, and pre- 
parations to sustain the great cause of freedom, far in advance 
6f every other state in the Union, in proportion to its wealth 
and population. 

These vessels were all kept in service, until the enemy 
evacuated Newport; except those that were taken and de- 
stroyed. The Washington was destroyed by the enemy in 
1778 ; this vessel had been fitted up at great expense, she had 
been recently '* schooner rigged," and otherwise well equipped, 
and her destruction was a serious loss. Some dissatisfaction 
was manifested at first towards Capt. Mauran ; but the Coun- 
cil of war exonerated him from all blame. Capt. Mauran was 
a faithful ofiicer, as the following vote in his behalf on this 
occasion will show. 

*' In council of war ^ July 15th, 1777. 
The galley Washington being destroyed by the enemy, in 
their late excursion to Warren, whereby Capt. Joseph Mauran 
who had the command of her, is put out of business, and the 
state having no armed vessel to put in pay for the present ; it 
is therefore resolved that the said Joseph Mauran, be dismissed 
from the service of this state ; and he is hereby recommended 
as a good and faithful sea olEcer, to all the friends of the Uni- 
ted American States. Signed by order of the Council of war, 

Wm. Coddington, Clerk." 

This state had also prepared at great expense, a flotilla of 
boats, for the two expeditions, Spencer's and Sullivan's. In 
1777, this flotilla was under the command of Major Nathan 
Munro; Daniel Davol was Captain, and David Gifford, Lieu- 
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tenant. In 1778, Isaac Taggart was captain. * After Sulli- 
van's retreat from the Island, after the battle on the 29th of 
August, the flotilla was taken up to Dighton for safety ; no list 
of the crews of these vessels and boat companies, has been 
preserved in the archives of the state, nor have we been able 
to find their names among the papers of any private family, 
nor do we know their names, except those who have been 
pensioned under the recent acts of Congress, and the widows 
of such as became entitled,- in consequence of their husband's 
services on board of them. 

But although we have no record of their names, we trust 
their services will never be forgotten. Indeed, when we reflect 
upon the services of our fathers, and the sacrifices they made 
to establish a form of government upon better principles, and 
more in conformity with that of " peace on earth" than any 
other political and civil form ever before established in the 
world; how jealous should we be to preserve it in its purity, 
and to '*let our light so shine," that all the nations of the 
earth might see it, and feel its power. 

We will now proceed with our sketch of events in 1778. 
This was an eventful year for Rhode Island; Sullivan's expe- 
dition, the arrival of the French fleet in the harbor of New- 
port, the conflagration of Bristol and Warren, the battle on 
Rhode Island, and the great storm, generally called the 
" French storm," in consequence of the dispersion of the 
French fleet by it, all took place this year; also a new era in 
regard to slavery was introduced. 

The first emancipation act was passed this year. Up to 
this time, Rhode Island had been a slave state, and so in fact 
had most of the other states ; but in February, this year, the 
General Assembly passed an act to enlist slaves into the con- 
tinental regiments, to serve during the war ; the slaves were 
then to be free. This may be considered the first legislative 
act in this state, to abolish slavery, and although it was a nov- 
el mode, it was good policy, and the times justified it ; a great 

* See note in appendix, D. 
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majority of the slaves lived in the southern counties, the en- 
emy had a large army in Newport and on the Island, and he 
was savage enough to encourage slaves to murder their mas- 
ters. This he had done in other states, and might do it here; 
it was therefore good policy to enlist them upon the promise of 
freedom, and at the same time, make some reparation to their 
owners. There were other and important reasons, for the pas- 
sage of such an act at this time. These reasons are set forth 
in the preamble, and they were considered conclusive. As this 
act was of such a novel character, it shall speak for itself; it 
was as follows : — 

" Whereas, for the preservation of the rights and liberties of 
the United States, it is necessary that the whole powers of 
government should be exerted in recruiting the Continental 
battalions ; and whereas his Excellency, Gen'l Washington, 
hath enclosed to this state a proposal made to him by Briga- 
dier General Varnum, to enlist into the two battalions, raising 
by this state, such slaves as should be willing to enter into the 
service ; and whereas history affords us frequent precedents of 
the wisest^ the freest and bravest nations having liberated their 
slaves, and enlisted them as soldiers, to fight in defence of 
their country ; and also whereas the enemy, with a great force 
have taken possession of the Capital, and of a great part of this 
state, and this state is obliged to raise a very considerable 
number of troops, for its own immediate defence, whereby it 
is in a manner rendered impossible for this state to famish re- 
cruits for the said two battalions, without adopting the said 
measure so recommended. 

It is voted and resolved^ that every able bodied negro, mulat- 
to, or Indian man slave in this state, may enlist into either of 
the said two battalions, to serve during the continuance of the 
present war with Great Britain ; that every slave so enlisting, 
shall be entitled to, and receive all the bounties, wages, and 
encouragements, allowed by the Continental Congress, to any 
soldier enlisting into their service. It is further voted and re- 
solved^ that every slave so enlisting, shall upon his passing 
muster before Col. Christopher Greene, be immediately dis- 
charged from the service of his master or mistress, and be ab- 
solutely Free^ as though he had never been incumbered with 
any kind of servitude or slavery ; and in case such slave shall 
by sickness or otherwise, be rendered unable to maintain him- 
self, he shall not be chargeable to his master or mistress, but 
shall be supported at the expense of the state. 
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And whereas, slaves have been by the laws, deemed the 
property of their owners ; and therefore compensation ought 
to be made to the owners for the loss of their service ; it is 
further voted and resolved, that there be allowed and paid by 
this stale to the ownfer, for every such slave so enlisting, a 
sum according to his worth, at a price not exceeding one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds, for the most valuable slave ; and in 
proportion for a slave of less value, provided, the owner of 
such slave shall deliver up to the oflSlcer, who shall enlist him, 
the clothes of the said slave, or otherwise, he shall not be en- 
titled to said sum. 

And for settling and ascertaining the value of such slaves, it 
is further voted and resolved, that a committee of five be ap- 
pointed, to wit : one from each county, any three of whom, 
to be a quorum, to examine the slaves who shall be so enlist- 
ed, after they shall have passed muster, and to set a price 
upon each slave according to his value as aforesaid. 

It is further voted and resolved^ that upon any able bodied 
negro, mulatto, or Indian slave, enlisting as aforesaid, the offi- 
cer who shall so enlist him, after he shall have passed muster 
as aforesaid, shall deliver a certificate thereof to the master of 
mistress of said negro, mulatto, or Indian slave, which shall 
discharge him from the service of his said master or mistress 
as aforesaid. 

It is further voted and resolved^ that the committee who shall 
estimate the value of any slave as aforesaid, shall give a cer- 
tificate of the sum at which he may be valued to the owner of 
said slave ; and the general Treasurer of this state, is hereby 
empowered and directed to give unto the said owner, of said 
slave, his promissory note as Treasurer aforesaid, for the sum 
of money at which he shall be valued as aforesaid, payable on 
demand with interest, at the rate of six per cent per an- 
num^. and that said notes which shall be so given, shall be 
paid with the money which is due this state, and is expected 
from Congress : the money which has been borrowed out of 
the General Treasury, by this Assembly, being first replaced." 

The slaves who enlisted under the provisions of this act 
were, generally speaking, good soldiers, and on several occa- 
sions fought bravely. Many of the survivors have been pen- 
sioned under the various acts of Congress. It may be ob- 
served, that in a few years after the Revolutionary war, the 
General Assembly passed aii act for the gradual abolition of 
slavery, and at present, there is not a slave in the state. 

II 
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In May, this year, the enemy amused himself by burning 
Bristol and Warren, or at least a considerable number of 
dwellings in each of those towns — on the 25th of this month, 
as appears by an old muster roll of Capt. Allen's company, in 
our possession, and also as we have been informed by an eye 
witness, the enemy landed about 600 men from their boats, 
about one mile north of the south end of Porpasquash point; 
from thence they went up in an easterly direction to the road, 
thence down through Warren, to Kickemuet, where there was 
a large number of boats hauled up, that had been used in 
Spencer's expedition the year before ; these boats he burnt, and 
returned back through Warren, set fire to the town, and a 
number of dwelling houses and other buildings were burnt, 
the enemy also set fire to a large vessel on the stocks, but the 
fire was extinguished ; after playing a number of pranks, pe- 
culiar to British soldiery, and much to (heir satisfaction, such 
as plundering and pillaging, they went to Bristol; here they 
sported in the same manner, set fire to the Episcopal Church, 
which was burnt down — to Gov. Bradford's house, which was 
also consumed, as well as fifteen or twenty other houses and 
buildings; they enjoyed themselves in this way, as long as 
they dare stay, and then went down in a hurry, to Bristol 
ferry, where their boats met them, and took them on board 
the frigate which had brought them up the bay from Newport; 
there was a guard at Bristol ferry, this guard they captured, 
and carried the men to Newport, as prisoners, and probably 
put them on board their prison ship, where they experienced 
all the tender mercies which the British usually showed to- 
wards the "rebels," when in their power. They landed very 
early in the morning, at the place before mentioned, and were 
so quick in the performance of their work, that they got off in 
safety ; some troops however collected and harassed them in 
their retreat. Early in the day, an express had been sent up 
to Gen'l Sullivan at Providence, to acquaint him with the 
circumstances, but the forces he sent did not arrive in time to 
be of any service. Col. Barton preceded the troops sent from 
Providence, and he with some others followed them very 
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closely, and received a wound in consequence, from a musket 
ball. 

This year Gov. Cooke retired from office, and was succeed- 
ed by his Excellency Wm. Greene; he had been a faithful 
officer, and the General Assembly passed a vote of thanks to 
him and Lieut. Gov. Bradford, for ** having entered upon 
their duties at a time of great public danger, difficulty and 
distress, and for having discharged their duties with patriotic 
zeal, firmness and intrepidity." In the spring of this year, 
some attempts were made to ameliorate the condition of the 
prisoners on board the British prison ships in the harbor of 
Newport; great complaints had been made, that the prisoners 
were not properly treated, that suitable provisions were not 
made for their accommodation, and moreover, they were half 
starved ; this abuse called up the attention of the Council of 
war, who empowered Col. Barton "to proceed to Newport, 
with supplies and necessaries for the prisoners on board the 
ships, in the jail and hospital at Newport," and that " he in- 
form himself particularly, of their state, treatment, and wants, 
and procure and bring an exact list of them." 

The British were always noted for their bad treatment of 
prisoners, and although the prison ships* at Newport were not 



* In connection with these prison ships, we will relate a yery interesting, and rather 
an extraordinary incident. 

Soon after the act of Congress of June 7th, 1832, was passed, granting pensions to all 
officers and soldiers, who had served six months and upwards in the war of the reyo- 
Intion, the writer of these pages had a great many applications for his professional 
assistance, in the prosecution of their claims for pensions. Some days there would be 
as many as a dozen Beyolutionary soldiers in his office at once. One day, when there 
were quite a number, there came in an old yeteran, past threescore and ten, to obtain 
information, and to ascertain if any proof was to be had of his services. We asked 
him to state what his seryices were, his name &c. ; he stated that he was a native of 
Massachusetts, and belonged to a Massachusetts regiment, when he was drafted to 
come to Khode Island to serve in '* Sullivan's expedition," that he was taken pris- 
oner and put on board a prison ship in Newport harbor, that there were quite a num- 
ber of prisoners on board, but all strangers to him ; he however soon became acquaint- 
ed with them, and made an agreement with one, to make their escape if possible ; but 
it was very difficult, a guard was kept, and it was hard to elude the vigilance of the 
sentinel. He and this other prisoner however made an agreement to try ; they were 
to wait for a dark night, then to go forward and to let themselves down into the water 
with as little noise as possible, and swim to the shore. Accordingly one dark night, 
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so horrid as the '^ Jersey,'^ <» the treatment of the priscmers 
on board of them so severe, yet it was too cruel to endure, and 
veil it might eall forth the attenti<m of the Council of War. 
But the embassy of Colonel Barton did but little good. It 
seem^ to have been one of the natural insuncts of the enemy 
to be cruel to '^ rebels," when made prisoners of war. It is 
said the tiger even wbeo domesticated, the moment '^he 
smells blood," cadhot forego his ferocious propensity ; and so 
it was with the British, they could not help being cruel to a 
'' rehdy^ when in their power. They murdered 9> great num-^ 
ber by cruel treatment in prison ships, uid jails ; and in one 
or two instances they murdered officers with their own swords 
after they had surrendered. At one time i« particular, there 
were one hundred and fifty-seven prisoners brought up itom 
Newport to Bristol, all made sick by brutal treatment during 
th^ir captivity; twenty-seven of whom were brought from 
thence to Providence; ^' a detail of their misery," said an eye 
witness, '^ was enough to excite the pity of a Saraeea.^^ 
But Sullivan's expedition was the great toi»c of the day. 



filter fhej had made all the preparatlou they could, they made the aittmpt; thej 
made an excuse to come up ont of thek berths, obtained liberty to stay upon deck a 
short time and tiien started. Before they were discoyered, they got down into the 
water and swam off, not towards the shore, bnt in another direction some dlstaooe. 
They swam perhaps fifteen or twenty rods, before the alann was g^yen, and the. alaim 
gon fired ; after they had swam some time longer, they tacked and wei^ towards the 
shore. After swimming s<»ne time he missed his comrade ; what had become (^ him 
he did not know; and he was afraid to halloo for him. He kept on swimming until 
he could touch bottom ; he then waded some distance before he got te Iwd, and what 
to do then, he did not know, but he must do aomething ; he concluded to risk calling 
at the fijnt house he could find. Se did so, and fortunately found the luaily " friends 
to Uberty.** The family told him in what direction to igo, to get witiUtt the American 
I4]»es;he did so and was in safety the next mourning; buibwbat beeenieof his ooiiBiade 
he never knew, but Bn{^>osed be was retaken or drowned* for he. went h/ome eo^ and 
aAer the war moved up to Vermont While he was tellls^ his story^ an old wMim 
setting o^^to to hio^ was gazing and looking at him very intently; at length he 
jumped up, and went up to the stranger a^d exclaimed, ** fF%y, BandaUj ig ikUifm! 
I thought you were drowned the night we escaped from tibe. prison ship, or wafB takes, 
«sd carried back, I never expected to see you agaisu" *' Whf^how, is ityon^ J^rdm^!** 
exclaimed RendalL They Boon recognized ead^ other altiiou^ they had not seen ooe 
another :for 6^ yeare aod upwardA; and eac^ one teld his. story, and his adventDree hi 
lif;^ from that time; each thought the other ^rewnedi one had Uved in Veanont) and 
the other in Bhoda Island ever afterwards. 
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Great preparations were made to carry it into effect. Major 
General John Sullivan was the chief in command, aided by 
Major General Greene, and the Marquis De LaFayette. Two 
continental Brigades had been sent by General Washingtoa 
from the Grand Army to aid in its execution. All the Rhode 
Island State troops, and one half of all the militia in the State 
were all brought into the field, besides a large number of regi-* 
ments of Massachusetts Militia. There were not less than ten 
thousand men engaged in this expedition on the part of the 
United States. 

The whole plan of attack had been well considered and 
digested, and had been approved of by the Commander-in- 
Chief. Vice- Admiral the Count D'Estaing had arrived from 
France with a powerful fleet and army, the first fruits of the 
alliance. He first arrived on the Coasts of Virginia, and from 
thence sailed for the mouth of the Delaware, hoping and ex- 
pecting to have an interview with the British fleet, but they 
had just left for New York : thence he followed them, and 
continued there in the hope of having an opportunity to pay 
his respects to them, but he was disappointed. He then came 
to Rhode Island to aid General Sullivan. This arrangement 
had been advised by General Washington, and assented to by 
the Count. 

Then was expectation raised to the highest pitch. With the 
ariny of Gen. Sullivan in front, and the French fleet in the 
rear, it was considered absolutely certain that Gen. Pigot, who 
then commanded the British troops at Newport, would surren- 
der. There was no doubt of it. In fact. Gen. Pigot thought 
so himself; for, when the French arrived off the harbor, he 
ordered six English ships in the harbor to be burnt, rather 
than permit them to fall into the hands of the French. Gen. 
Pigot had about 6,000 men, but what could he do, cut off^ as 
he was, from all retreat? — what could save him? 

The arrival of the French fleet caused universal joy in this 
state. It had arrived just in time. All things were read y^ 
and nothing to do but to go forward and triumph. Thus 
thought and believed every son of Rhode Island. But what 
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a change ! Lord Howe was no coward ; — ^he followed Count 
D'Estaing with his fleet, and offered battle off the harbor of 
Newport. The Count accepts the challenge. It is what he 
wants — what he has long desired, and he prepares to go out 
to meet him, notwithstanding the remonstrances of all the 
American officers, who' endeavor to persuade him to stay 
where he is ; who try to convince him he could serve this 
country, the alliance, and his king, much better, by staying 
and cooperating with Sullivan. But all to no purpose; fight 
Lord Howe he must, and fight he will ! He hoists sail, and 
goes out to give him battle, as the enemy of the United 
States — but more, as the hateful enemy of France. Scarcely 
had he reached the scene of action, when a storm took place, 
and such a storm as was never known before in the annals of 
Rhode Island ! It came up suddenly, and raged furiously. — 
It dispersed and conquered both fleets with the same ease with 
which the Almighty always accomplishes his own purposes. 
It is true, a French 74 man-of-war, the Caezar Monsieur 
Bourganville, and the English 50 gun ship, the Iris, Capt. 
Rayner, tried to fight in the storm, but they gave it up for a 
bad job. 

Count D'Estaing had 12 ships of the hne and four frigates, 
one ship of 110 guns, two of 80, eight of 74, one 64 gun-ship, 
and four of 36 guns; sixteen in all. Lord Howe had twenty- 
two sail in all. The French came up with the English the 
day after they left Newport, but the storm prevented a fight 
After tossing about in the storm a day or two, the Count re- 
turned near the harbor of Newport. Again he is visited by 
the American officers, and requested to cooperate with the 
American army, but he declines. His instructions, he says, 
compel him to go to Boston to refit. After his arrival in Bos- 
ton, the Marquis De LaFayette visits him, and strives, by all 
the arguments in his power, to induce him to return to New- 
port with his fleet, or even a part of it ; but he is unsuc- 
cessful. 

The storm was equally terrific on land. We have conversed 
with some twenty soldiers, perhaps more, who were in the 
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army on the Island at the time, and all agree its ravages were 
most terrific. Tents were blown down and destroyed, and the 
men were exposed to its fury for hours, without shelter. One 
soldier told us it was the first time he ever saw that " men 
were more hardy than horses." Many of the horses were 
completely overcome and died. This storm began August 11, 
1778. 

The departure of the French fleet was a sore disappoint- 
ment to our troops. What could have been accomplished with 
ease, had it stayed in Newport, must now be done with great 
diflBlculty, if done at all. Rhode Island felt the disappoint- 
ment in particular — every soul in the state felt it. Her Coun- 
cil of War felt it, but, although " cast down, was not de- 
stroyed." The Council of War issued the following order on 
this memorable occasion. It showed their submission to the 
will of Divine Providence, but, at the same time, their deter- 
mination to go forward. This order, never before published, 
was as follows : — 

" In Council of War, August 17th, 1778. 

" It having pleased God to order events in such a manner, 
that the fleet of his most Christian Majesty hath put to sea, 
and the time of its return is uncertain, whereby General Sul- 
livan is deprived of the assistance of that fleet in reducing the 
enemy on Rhode Island, and also of an aid of upwards of four 
thousand men on board the same ; and the General hath also 
been disappointed in his expectation of a considerable body of 
troops from the neighboring States, whereby he is under the 
necessity of applying to this State for all the assistance we 
can aflbrd, to render the expedition successful ; and as there 
appears a most happy prospect, with the blessing of Divine 
Providence, of recovering that part of the State now in the 
possession of the enemy, and of captivating them, provided 
we exert ourselves with a spirit and alacrity equal to the im- 
portance of the object, it is therefore 

Voted and Resolved, That all the remaining part of the 
militia, independent and alarm companies, in this State, as well 
ofiicers as privates, excepting those who were draughted for 
the present expedition against Rhode Island, and are now 
upon duty, or have hired others in their stead, be called forth 
to assist their brethren upon Rhode Island; that those of the 
County of Providence rendezvous at the town of Providence, 
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those of the County of Kent at East Greenwich, those of the 
County of King's County at North Kingstown, and those of 
the Counties of Newport and Bristol on Rhode Island ; that 
the time of the rendezvous be as follows, to wit : those in the 
Counties of Providence, Newport, Bristol, and Kent, on Friday, 
the twenty-first instant, and those in the County of Kings 
County on the next day after. That they do duty for the 
space of twenty days after they shall arrive at their places of 
rendezvous, unless sooner discharged, and be allowed the same 
bounty and wages as are allowed to those who have been al- 
ready draughted, and are now doing duty in said present ex- 
pedition, ft is 

Further Voted and Resolved^ That the Field Officers of each 
regiment of Militia, or where not more than one be present in 
th^ District, such one be directed to call forth all such effective 
men, as aforesaid, as belong to the regiment, and to march them 
to their respective places of rendezvous, and where there are 
not a sufficient number of officers to collect and conduct them, 
to appoint proper persons for that business. That the Com- 
manding officers of independent companies in like manner be 
directed to call forth the men belonging to their respective 
companies, and to march them to their respective places of 
rendezvous, and that the said men when marched to the army 
shall join the corps to which they respectively belong. 

And whereas a number of persons have been hired in the 
room of others, who were draughted to do duty in the said ex- 
pedition, it is 

Voted and Resolved^ That all such shall continue in the 
service for the space of twenty days, after the time for which 
the persons in whose stead they are hired, shall expire, unless 
sooner discharged. 

And whereas a number of persons professing that they can- 
not with good conscience bear arms, who were not draughted 
in the late draught for the said expedition, will be liable to be 
called forth ; it is therefore 

Further Voted and Resolved^ That the Town Council of the 
towns wherein such persons reside, or any one member there- 
of, be and they are hereby empowered and directea to hire 
men to do duty in the room of such persons professing to have 
tender consciences, whether they have taken the affirmation 
or produced certificates or not : and if men cannot be procured 
for the full term of time that they hire, out of the men now 
upon duty to serve for twenty days, after the time for which 
they are now engaged shall expire, it is 

Further Voted and Resolved^ That the men now called out 
march with three days' provisions ready dressed, except those 
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tawns in the vicinity of the town of Providence, who are to 
draw provisions at the Commissary's store, and in case any 
persons are unable to supply themselves, that the Town Coun- 
cil or any member thereof supply them. It is 

Fvrther Toted and Resolved, That the Commanding Officers 
of each regiment of Militia cause the most diligent search for 
good arms and accoutrements, to supply the men now called 
forth, and impress for such as are not equipped, and such as 
they cannot by any means equip, be nevertheless brought for- 
ward, as measures have been taken to provide arms, for those 
who are deficient. It is 

Further Voted and Resolved^ That it be recommended to all 
the Militia officers, and other good subjects of this state, to use 
their utmost endeavors to apprehend and carry to the army 
all such persons as were draughted in the late draught for the 
said expedition and have not gone forward. It is 

Further Voted and Resolved, That a copy of this Act be 
sent to Major General Sullivan, to the Commanding Officers 
of each regiment of Militia, and independent company, and to 
the President of the several Town Councils, or in case of his 
absence, to the next member of the Council in this State." 

Some have supposed that in consequence of the departure of 
the French fleet, the expedition against the British was aban- 
doned. It was not so, as the preceding orders of the Council 
of War abundantly show. Notwithstanding the great disap- 
pointment which all felt, preparations were still made to carry 
on the siege without the aid of the French. On the 9th of 
August, General Sullivan moved on to the Island with his 
troops ; soon after he ordered all the heavy cannon moved from 
Fox Point to Portsnwuth. Immediately after he moved on 
the Island he took the battery at the north end, and by the 
22d, pushed his lines within a few miles of Newport, and todc 
possession of Quaker Hill and Butts Hill, &c. 

The Director General of the Hospitals was ordered by the 
Council of War to appoint as many Surgeons and Mates, as 
he thought proper, and to give them Warrants or Commissions, 
and messengers were sent to Massachusetts and Connecticut 
for more troops. There must have been therefore a well- 
grounded hope of successr But on the llih of August, in the 
evening^ the storm began, and continued through the 12th and 
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13th with terrific fury. This retarded the movements of the 
army and disconcerted, in some measure, the plans of attack 
and operation. 

In the mean time the British Commander, as soon as he 
found the French fleet had actually departed, not to return, 
revived. He had almost sank in despair at the prospect be- 
fore him, — but he now roused up and prepared to meet Sulli- 
van, and try the " tug of war." He knew, too, that a rein- 
forcement was expected from New York, and this expectation 
was not unknown to the American Commander. Whatever 
was therefore on his part to be done must be done quickly. 
This was a trying time for the three Major Generals — Sulli- 
van, Greene, and LaFayette, (a more noble trio seldom met 
to act in concert,) still they found great difficulty in deciding 
what to do. 

The British army, then on the Island, consisted of about 
six thousand strong, and a reinforcement of four thousand 
more was on its way through the Sound. " Shall the siege 
be pushed on, or shall we retreat," was the great question. — 
This question must be decided immediately. Thus were 
hopes, fears, doubts, and expectations all commingled ; at 
length the wiser course was adopted — a retreat was ordered. 
As soon as the enemy saw the first movement of this, he push- 
ed on to intercept it, and to cut it off if possible. A conflict 
takes place between a portion of both armies. General Greene, 
to sustain the retreat, with a part of the troops engages in bat- 
tle with about fifteen hundred Hessian and English troops, — 
Greene is victorious — he beats them back, and the American 
army continue their retreat without much disturbance. This 
battle takes place on the 29th of August, and by the thirty- 
first, the whole army, camp equipage, and every thing are 
safe off the Island ; and on the first of September, Lieut. Gen- 
eral Sir Henry Clinton arrives with a reinforcement of 4000 
men, from New York, enters the harbor of Newport in a kind 
of triumph, lands his men, but lo !. there is no enemy to fight ! 

Thus ended the grand attempt to expel the enemy from New- 
port. The expedition had been well planned, and there was 
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a time when success seemed certain, but unforeseen events 
turned the scale against it. 

General Sullivan conducted his retreat with coolness and 
deliberation ; there was no confusion, but every thing was done 
in the same orderly manner as if they had no enemy in the 
rear. We have conversed with a great many officers and sol- 
diers, and we never heard a lisp against him for retreating, or 
against the manner of conducting the retreat. 

The arrival of the Vice-Admiral Count D'Estaing, with a 
fleet and army, however, had one good eflect, although it did 
not aid Gen. Sullivan. It was an earnest that Louis XYI. 
entered into his new alliance with spirit. The treaty of alli- 
ance had been signed on the 6th of February preceding, and 
when the news was brought over to this country by Silas Dean, 
it occasioned universal joy through the country. Gen. Wash- 
ington ordered the event to be noticed in an appropriate man- 
ner, and the Treaty was read on all public occasions, and, in 
some instances, from the pulpit. The '* Alliance" inspired 
the army, and indeed everybody, with confidence ; but when 
Count D'Estaing arrived, it was a full confirmation in good 
earnest, that the King of France intended to be faithful to his 
treaty promises. This demonstration therefore, and full assur- 
ance of the aid of the French King, at this particular crisis, 
was ample compensation for the failure of the expedition. 

After the retreat of the army from the Island, the following 
order was issued : 

" Head-Quarters, Sept. lUh, 1778. 
Extract from the General Orders. 

His Excellency, General Washington, by letter of 5th inst, 
congratulates this army upon their safe retreat from Rhode 
Island, and upon the success of the American arms in the ac- 
tion of the 29th of last month, and directs the Commander in 
this Department to present his thanks to the officers of all 
ranks, and to the troops, for their gallant behavior on that 

day. 

Published by order of Major General Sullivan. 

Wm. Pbck, Adf. GenH, 

State of Rhode Island." 
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An account of this action, and the retreat of Gen. Sullivan, 
was forwarded to Philadelphia, when the following resolves 
were passed by Congress. {Note E^ Appendix.) 

Resolved^ That the retreat made by Major Gen. Sullivan, 
with the troops under his command, from Rhode Island, Was 
prudent, timely, and well conducted, and that Congress highly 
approve of the same. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of Congress be given to Major 
Gen. Sullivan, and to the officers and troops under bis com- 
mand, for their fortitude and bravery, displayed in the action 
of August 29th, in which they repulsed the British forces and 
maintained the field. 

Resolved^ That Congress have a high sense of the patriotic 
exertions made by the four Eastern States on the late expedi- 
tion against Rhode Island. 

Resolved, That Mr. President be requested to inform the 
Marquis De LaFayette, that Congress have a due sense of 
the sacrifice he made of his personal feelings in undertaking a 
journey to Boston with a view of promoting the interests of 
these states, at a time when an occasion was daily expected of 
his acquiring glory in the field, and that his gallantry in going 
on Rhode Island when the greatest part of the army had re- 
treated, and his good conduct in bringing off the pickets, and 
out-sentries, deserves their particular approbation. 

Resolved, That Major Morris, Aid-de-Camp to Major Gen. 
Sullivan, who brought forward to Congress the account of the 
repulse of the British forces on Rhode Island, on the 29th of 
August, and who, on the late expedition as well as on several 
other occasions, behaved with great spirit and good conduct, 
be promoted to the rank of a Lieutenant-Colonel by brevet 

In the battle on the 29th, many officers distinguished them- 
selves by their coolness and courage,— G«i* Lovell, Gen. Glo- 
ver, and Col. Jackson, of the Massachusetts troops, and Major 
Talbot of the Rhode Island forces. But there was one corps 
of Rhode Island troops called " Sullivan's Life Guards," who 
particularly distinguished themselves. This company was 
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selected by LaFayette to cover the " rear guard " in the re- 
treat, and was exposed to an incessant fire of the enemy. — 
Aaron Mann, of Providence, was then Sergeant and Com- 
mander, and distinguished himself by his spirited conduct and 
his bravery on this occasion ; while in the act of flourishing 
his sword, he had one of his fingers shot away, but the only 

remark he made, said an eye witness, was " the d Vernal 

souls shoot pretty close. DonU mind, my boys, stick to 'em." 
This eye witness was Levi Lee, of Cumberland, a member 
oi the same corps. This Company suffered pretty badly in 
the retreat, — one of them was killed, (Obadiah Brown,) and 
a number were seriously wounded, and one Charles Scott, was 
shot in the hip, and made a cripple for life. The above facts 
were taken from the statements of Capt Mann, made when 
he availed himself of the benefit of the Pension Act, of June 
7th, 1832, and which he was obliged to make according to 
the rules and regulations of the War Department. 

After the battle Gen. Sullivan issued in the orders of the 
day, a highly complimentary notice of this Company, as fol- 
lows : — 

<< Head' Quarters, September 10, 1778. 

General Ordees for the day — to-morrow. 

At the gallant behavior of the General's Guards, on Rhode 
Island, the General expresses his highest satisfaction, and re- 
turns them his thanks, and appoints Aaron Mann, who com- 
manded the Guards on Rhode Island, to the rank of Captain, 
Levi Hoppin, First Lieutenant, George Potter, Second Lieu- 
tenant, and John Westcott, Ensign. The General assures 
them they shall have their Commissions as soon as possible. 

John Sullivan." 

And they were all commissioned accordingly, by the proper 
authority. This was a select corps, mostly taken from the 
Rhode Island Brigade of State troops. 

Our sketch for this year, has thus far been confined to the 
Military. We will now speak of the Hospital Department. 

Besides the enlargement of the military, the Hospital estab- 
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lishment of this State was placed upon a more liberal and ex- 
tended plan this year than at any time previous. During Sul- 
livan's expedition and some time before, the College in Provi- 
dence was broken up, as to literary purposes, and converted 
into an Hospital for the army, and the College grounds were 
appropriated for a park of Artillery. The General Assembly 
also gave permission to the French army to use the College as 
a Hospital in 1780. 

Among the old papers relative to the Hospital establishment 
in our possession, we find a return of patients from August 
6th to 13th, 1778, and their names, and the regiments to which 
they belonged, and also the names of the prisoners of war 
then in the Hospitals. This return is signed 

" Nathan Babbitt, Surgeon's Mate." The return is made 
to Jonathan Arnold, D. G, H. 

The other officers, attendants and nurses, in the return, are 
as follows : — 

Levi Wheaton, Steward ; George Stainer, Wd. Master. 

Tenders. — William Temple, Thomas Piggin, John Stanfield. 

Nurses. — Sarah Stainer, Mrs. Barnes, Mrs. Pottinger, Mrs. 
Bails, Sukey Olney. 

Samuel Thurber, Hospital Commissary, appointed August 
3d, 1778. He served about a year when he was discharged, 
and Olney Winsor succeeded him. 

We also find the following order among the papers, directed 

to Dr. Arnold : — 

'* Providence^ SepL 5tkj 1778. 
Sir, 

You are to have the orders of the following Surgeons 
obeyed, viz : Drs. Jackson, Hutchinson, Hagan, Sweet, Wil- 
son, Hardin and Parsons, and applied to the account of the 
Hospital, if so expressed. 

Th. Tillotson, p. & S. Gen." 

The above Surgeons were located in Rhode Island for a 
short period only. 

There were at this time about one hundred patients in the 
hospital in the College alone, and there were several other 
hospitals in the State. The battle on the 29th of August, on 
Rhode Island, kepi all the* Surgeons busy for some time. 
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But one person is now living who belonged to the Hospital 
establishment in Rhode Island during the war of the Revolu- 
tion — Dr. Levi Wheaton, returned nominally as the "Stew- 
ard," but in point of fact, a Surgeon— is still among us, and 
who from that time to the present, has enjoyed a high reputa- 
tion in his profession. Dr. Arnold, the Proveditor and Direc- 
tor General, removed to Vermont after the war, and has long 
since deceased. Doctors Isaac Senter, Peter Turner, John 
Parish, Solomon Drown, and Stephen Wigneron, and others, 
who all entered the army of the Revolution and distinguished 
themselves by their professional ability, have also departed 
from us, but their services will be remembered with gratitude, 
and their memories long be honored. 

The writer has had many official documents connected with 
the Hospital establishment in this State, but has been obliged 
to part with them to substantiate claims on Government; what 
remains will be deposited with some Historical Society, at 
some future period. 

The close of 1778 found Rhode Island ^^ in statue quo ;^^ 
many important events had taken place within her borders, — 
conflagrations, battles, frightful storms and shipwrecks, camp- 
fevers, and other pestilences among the troops ; yet amidst all 
these most discouraging circumstances she stood erect, — her 
cause was good, her faith was strong, and she looked forward 
with increasing confidence to the time when the Independence 
of the United States would be acknowledged by all the nations 
of the old world. 

Nor in the conflicts which took place on her soil, or on her 
waters, did her enemies obtain any advantage to boast of. It 
is true the British army had been reinforced and retained their 
foothold at Newport, but those reinforcements came too late 
to be of any service, and they were of no use whatever, except 
to keep up a warlike show and a threatening aspect. In fact 
the more troops they had, situated as the army was, on Rhode 
Island, the worse it was for them. Their army must, of ne- 
cessity, be supplied with provisions, and the more troops they 
had, the more transports with provisions must go to their sup- 



176 [17 7 8.] 

port. These transports would and did often fall into our 
hands. In the fall of this year two large vessels, the " Miner- 
va " and the " Miss North," heavily laden with munitions of 
war, and provisions, &c., and destined for their army at New- 
port, fell into our hands, and their cargoes w^e acceptable at 
the time. . 

Guards were kept up on our shores. Tiverton and Little 
Compton were excused, by an Act of the General Assembly, 
from sending any of their Militia out of their respective towns, 
provided they would guard their own shores. The troops of 
the Rhode Island Brigade were stationed at most of the im- 
portant places to defend against the incursions of the enemy. 
Beacon poles were erected in various towns remote from the 
shores, so as when lighted, to give the alarm. In fact every 
thing was so well regulated, that there was not much to do in 
the winter, but to watch. 

Another brilliant exploit was achieved by Major Talbot this 
year, in '* boarding and taking the armed schooner Pigot, of 
eight 12 pounders and forty-five men," in the east passage, 
between Rhode Island and the main. For this enterprise, he 
was presented with a Commission of Lieutenant-Colonel in 
the army of the United States. 

The Legislature also passed all necessary laws to carry on 
the war with success ; they authorized General Sullivan, Ivith 
the consent of the Governor, or in his absence, the Lieutenant 
Governor, to call out all the Militia and Independent Com- 
panies, wherever and whenever their services might be want- 
ed in the State. They also authorized him to take up all sus- 
picious persons, " and proceed against them according to the 
practices in the army of the United States, under the immedi- 
ate command of General Washington." This Act was passed 
in consequence of some persons holding communications with 
the enemy on Rhode Island. They also passed an Act to 
assist the poor in Newport. This was in consequence of the 
wanton destruction of property, which many persons in that 
town had suffered from the enemy, as well as cruelty to their 
persons. In fact on every occasion throughout this eventful 
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year, did the Legislature, the Council of War, and the people 
of Rhode Island hold fast to their integrity, and sustain the 
glorious cause in which their hearts were engaged and their 
independence involved. 



SEC TION V. 
[1779.] 

Notwithstanding the great opposition in the British Parlia- 
ment to the war with the Colonies, — nothwithstanding Lord 
Chatham had repeatedly raised his voice against it, had told 
them **they could not conquer America," that they might 
" swell every expense, accumulate every assistance, and ex- 
tend their traffic to the shambles of every German despot, 
their attempts would ever be vain and impotent," — notwith- 
standing Charles Fox had moved an address to his Majesty 
not to send any more troops to this country to maintain the 
war, and Edmund Burke, the lofty and talented member of 
the House of Commons, had moved for the production of all 
the papers ** connected with employment of the Indians," with 
the evidence of their horrid massacres and murders, Lord 
North, the Prime Minister, still persisted in his fatal course, 
in sustaining it, and however strange it might seem, still com- 
manded a majority in the British Parliament, and of course, 
his Majesty's confidence. Such was Lord North's course, so 
injurious to the nation, that Charles Fox was provoked on one 
occasion to say in debate, " that all his blunders and absurdi- 
ties might be summed up in one word — ignorance.^ ^ Under 
such circumstances, self-defence called for corresponding ex- 
ertions and preparations in this country, and Congress were 
not unmindful of their duty. 

The British troops still continuing in possession of Newport 

12 
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and the greater part of the Island, the General Assembly found 
it necessary to pass an Act to re-enlist the Rhode Island Bri* 
gade of state troops for one year longer. This was done at 
an early period of this year, and the Act was approved by 
Congress, and as a further encouragement to all the Commis- 
sioned Officers ''under the immediate command of Brigadier 
General Cornell," were allowed one month's pay as a " gratu- 
ity for their past services," which in the preceding year had 
been very arduous. With becoming benevolence the Legis- 
lature also passed an Act appropriating five hundred dollars 
to the relief of the oppressed poor in Newport. 

In consequence of the very great expenses this state had 
been put to, during the invasion. His Excellency the Governor, 
at the January Session of the General Assembly this year, was 
requested to write to our delegates in Congress, setting forth, 
that this state '' from its loss of trade, from the necessary de* 
crease of husbandry, owing to the enemy's being in the bowels 
of the state, and also upon account of great numbers leaving 
the state, and for other causes, was unable to pay so large a 
proportion of the fifteen millions tax, ordered by Congress to 
be levied upon the United States in 1779, as had been assigned 
to them to pay." 

This communication was laid before Congress, and after 
due consideration they passed the following resolution : 

*' Whereas the State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions is invaded, and hath represented to Congress that by 
reason thereof, it is unable to levy the proportion of the Con- 
tinental tax, assigned them for the present year ; 

Resolved, That fifty thousand dollars be taken from the 
apportionment of the tax for the present year to the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and that the same, 
by consent of the delegates of the State of South Carolina, be 
added to the apportionment of that state," 

Here was virtually an acknowledgment by Congress, that 
Rhode Island had borne more than her share of expenses in 
the Revolutionary contest. It is possible, however, the dele- 
gates of South Carolina would not have consented to have bad 
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the ** fifty thousand dollars" added to her proportion of the 
tax, had she known what was to befall her in the year follow- 
ing, when her capital was taken and her country laid waste. 
But South Carolina was a patriotic state, and the services of 
her Marions and Sumpters will always be remembered as long 
as history wields her pen ; and indeed from that hour to the 
present, has Souih Carolina maintained her integrity and been 
faithful to the Union, except a few years of '-nullification,*' 
when she was led off the track by injudicious counsels. 

The Resolve of Congress releasing Rhode Island from the 
payment of fifty thousand dollars of her tax, was passed March 
1st, 1779, and it was but an act of justice, considering the im- 
mense expense the state had been put to, and the losses she 
sustained during the invasion. But the losses did not dampen 
her courage or exertions ; she carried the same bold front, and 
prepared for another campaign. The General Assembly pass- 
ed a vote of thanks to Major Gen. Sullivan, " for the active 
zeal which he had exhibited for the preservation of this state 
and its inhabitants,'' and appointed a committee to wait upon 
bim, and to '^ assure him they cannot entertain a doubt of his 
perseverance in those measures which will promote the best 
interests of the state.'' But Gen. Sullivan grew tired of the 
service, and requested leave to retire. His request was grant- 
ed, and he retired from the command of the Eastern Depart- 
ment, and General Gates succeeded him. The only fault the 
writer ever heard against him by officers and soldiers, was, 
that he was too tardy in his movements. 

General Gates fixed his head-quarters at Providence, and 
on the 5th of April the Council of War requested him to take 
the command of all the Rhode Island troops and Militia. — 
Among his first acts was a recommendation to the General 
Assembly to raise a ** corps of Light Infantry," to consist of 
four Companies, of fifty-four rank and file each. The com- 
mand of this corps was conferred upon Col. Barcon, with 
power to nominate all subordinate officers, which, if approved, 
were to be commissioned by the Council of War, in the recess 
of the Legislature. Henry Dayton, John Garzia, Charles 
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Handy, and Stephen Babcock, were Captains ; Charles Han- 
dy was also Pay- Master, John P. Miller was a Lieutenant; 
we are unable to give the names of the other officers or the 
men. 

Much difficulty had heretofore occurred with regard to the 
mode of proceeding, respecting "confiscated estates." There 
bad been large estates confiscated which had belonged to tories 
and persons inimical to the country, but no regular mode of 
proceeding had been established. At the September session 
of the General Assembly this year, a committee was appointed 
to draft a Bill for this purpose and to report at same session. 
This committee consisted of Adam Comstock, Rouse J. Helme, 
Benjamin Bourne, and David Howell. The commitiee report- 
ed a Bill which was passed into a law, in October following, 
confiscating the estates of all who had joined the enemy. It 
gives us pleasure to say that there were not so many tories in 
this state as in some others, still we had enough to do us in- 
calculable mischief. 

There were several causes of toryism, not a few were tories 
on account of their wealth. They thought there could be no 
security for their property under a Republic. Others were 
tories upon principle, — ihey maintained the people had no 
just cause to withdraw their allegiance from their King, and 
it was their duly to prevent it, and hence joined the enemy. 
Others thought that '' protection and allegiance " were not 
reciprocal as set forth by the Legislature, in the Act of May, 
'76 — that allegiance could not be dissolved, that the King's 
power was a grant from the Almighty, and no human power 
could dissolve it. We had this from the mouth of one of 
these tories, many years ago, who then undertook to con- 
vince us that all the proceedings of the Revolution were '* null 
and void," and that we still owed allegiance to the King of 
Great Britain ! To the honor of Rhode Island, however, be 
it spoken, there were but few tories of this description, and 
not so many of any other as in some other states. A vast 
majority of the people were in favor of supporting the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and using all the means in their power 
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for that purpose. The " Articles of Confederation " were 
cheerfully adopted, and faithfully maintained by the Govern- 
ment and the people ; indeed, during the whole war, we do 
not believe the Government or the people ever refused to carry 
into effect any act of Congress, although some acts were mod- 
ified at their request 

But there was one species of toryism, which was found very 
useful ; but we believe there was one tory only of this descrip- 
tion, whose confession we will relate. 

Quite a novel mode of communicating intelligence, from the 
Island to the American army stationed in Tiverton and Little 
Compton, was discovered this year. It was of Yankee origin, 
and so pure in its character, that we must relate it as we had 
it from the tory himself 

Mr. Isaac Barker, a farmer, in Middletown, resided about 
three miles from Newport, on his farm ; he was a warm heart- 
ed " liberty man," yet cool and deliberate in his conduct, and 
shrewd when necessary. Not a great distance from his house 
was an eminence of rising ground, over which ran a stone 
wall ; on the top of the hill was a set of bars, for a cart pas- 
sage from one field into another, and near them a stake and 
crotch. A colonel of a regiment of the enemy's cavalry, quar- 
tered at his house, and Isaac by his pretended toryism and by 
his little attentions in supplying his table with poultry and other 
choice things, so ingratiated himself into the good graces of 
the Colonel, that he reposed the greatest confidence in him, 
and would at any time give him a " pass 'Mo go any where 
on the Island, and would often urge him to get all the infor- 
mation he could from the " rebel camp." As might be ex- 
pected, Isaac used this liberty with the greatest caution and 
prudence. He found out a way of establishing a correspond- 
ence with a Lieut. Chapin, of Col. Sherburn's regiment, sta- 
tioned nearly opposite his farm, in Little Compton; with a com- 
mon spy-glass Chapin could distinctly discover the "bars, the 
stake, and crotch," and stone wall on the hill. When Barker 
moved the stake in a certain direction, it had a significant mean- 
in g; and when he moved the crotch and stake, it had another 
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very move had a distinct meaning. Barker told us there 
were as many as a dozen different changes, all of which had 
their meaning. Not over a mile from this was ^' North Point," 
running out some distance towards the Eastern shore, and 
near the end of the Point was a ledge of rocks, and in them a 
certain hole or crevice, — this hole was the " Post office," where 
Isaac would go in the evening and deposit a letter, and then 
would the next day communicate by telegraph the fact, so 
that in some favorable night it could be sent for; but the greats 
est caution was necessary on such occasions, as a guard was 
always kept near the shore* Isaac said that he came very 
near being caught one night, returning from the '^ Post office ;" 
he was overtaken by two Light Horsemen, and a "pass" or 
" countersign" was demanded. It so happened he had neither; 
he managed however to get them to return with him to his 
house instead of making him a prisoner; on their arrival he 
made up a story to the Colonel, who ordered him to be releas* 
ed. But there was one time when he had great difficulty to 
retain his self-possession. The Colonel was one day at dinner 
when he called Barker to come into the room ; " Barker," said 
he, " there is a traitor or spy among us — there is no mistake— 
not a single thing transpires on this Island but the rebels know 
all about it almost as soon as we ourselves* This traitor must 
be found out. Let me but see him, and the rascal shall soon 
go into eternity." 

Barker told us it required all his strength of nerve to ccm- 
ceal his feelings; he knew the "rascal" was then in the pres- 
ence of the Colonel ; but with strong language he coincided 
with the British Colonel, "yes," said he, "the traitor ought 
to be hung," and he promised to help search him out; after 
this he was more of a tory than ever. 

A few years ago Barker make an application for a pension, 
under the Act of June 7, 1832, based upon this service. It 
was not a military service, strictly speaking, within the mean- 
ing of the Act, but it was thought it come within its equity. 
As his application was so unique, and his services so sin* 
gular^ we preserved a copy of it, and of the evidence to support 
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it, and the following are extracts from (he copy in our posses- 
sion- — which, from the respectable standing of Mr. Barker, (for 
nmny years a State Senator,) it is not deemed irrelevant to 
give a place in this connection. 

" And this applicant further says : In December, 1776, the 
British took possession of Rhode Island, on which are situate 
the towns of Newport, Portsmouth, and Middletown. This 
applicant lived on his farm in said Middletown, about three 
and a half miles from said Newport at the time. Immediately 
after this invasion, all communication with the main land was 
cut off by the British, and the most vigorous measures taken 
to prevent the inhabitants from giving any intelligence of the 
movements of their troops. 

" In April or May, 1779, a regiment of their army was sta- 
tioned near the farm of this applicant, and remained there 
some time ; the British officers told this applicant, that the 
object of this was " to hunt up the rebels." But notwith- 
standing all this, this applicant, having been permitted to re- 
main on his farm, maintained a constant line of communica- 
tion with the American army, on the main land, by means of 
certain signals, mutually agreed upon by him and Lieutenant 
Chapin. 

^' A plan of the land and beach is hereto annexed : the signals 
were " a stake, a crotch, and a stone wall " — by them was all 
information given ; near North Point was the Post office, or 
the place of deposit, as marked on the plan ; here, upon a given 
signal, was given and received every information from the said 
Chapin that was necessary. By means of this, this applicant 
kept the said Chapin advised of every thing he heard, and 
saw, or understood respecting the British — a service which 
was acknowledged by General Gates to have been of very 
great importance. And this applicant says that he continued 
in this service 14 months from August, 1778, without inter- 
mission. 

" This applicant's farm was near the " stone wall," which 
was about a mile from the shore, and in plain sight of the 
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American army, stationed on the Eastern shore of Narragan- 
sett Bay, in Little Compton. And this applicant, by means 
of these signals, gave them almost daily intelligence of what 
was passing in the British camp, — had he been discovered he 
would have lost his life, but fortunately he escaped detection. 
And this applicant says that he has no documentary evidence 
of his service, but he herewith offers the evidence of Gideon 
Barker, Nicholas Ward, and also the evidence of Hon. Dutee 
J. Pearce, and the Hon. William Hunter, who can testify on 
bis behalf 

" He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension, 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the 
agency of any state. Isaac Barker. 

October 15/A, 1833. 

Sworn to in open Court. 

B. CowELL, ClerkP 

The facts slated in the preceding declaration were support- 
ed by the affidavits of Nicholas Ward, aged 73 years at the 
time he made the affidavit, also by Gideon Barker, who was 
82 years old at the same time — who was personally knowing 
to the fact, and was among the few who was let into the se- 
cret. And the depositions of Hon. Wm. Hunter, and Hon. 
Dutee J. Pearce, fully sustained the high character and re- 
spectable standing of Isaac Barker. 

During the year 1779 there were six regiments of enlisted 
troops, belonging to Rhode Island, stationed in various parts 
of the state, — three of which were Continental and three State 
troops. The continental regiments were commanded by 
Colonels Christopher Greene, Israel Angell, and Henry Sher- 
burn. The state troops were commanded by Colonels John 
Topham, Archibald Crary, and Robert Elliott. The names 
of those belonging to the state troops, have been given in the 
preceding pages. (See sketch of events in 1776). The names 
of those belonging to the continental troops were as follows, so 
far as we have been able to collect them from various sources. 

When Sullivan's expedition had been determined, Colonels 
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Greene and Angelas regiments had been detached from the 
grand army and sent to Rhode Island to aid in its prosecution, 
by order of General Washington. 

The Rolls of the continental regiments are imperfect, nor 
are there any perfect rolls of these regiments in existence to 
our knowledge. 

We have a great number of old rolls, collected from private 
families, and from the archives of the state, and it is presumed 
the following is the most correct and authentic list that can be 
given. Colonels Greene and AngelTs are pretty full, but Col. 
Sherburn's is very deficient. 



Muster Roll of the Fields Staff , and Commissioned Officers, in 
the First Battalion of Rhode Island forces in the service of 
the United States, — Commanded by Col. Christopher Greene. 
For ApHl, 1779. 

Col. — Christopher Greene. Adjutant. — John Holden. 

Major. — Samuel Ward. Q. Master. — John Cooke. 

Pay-Master. — Ebenezer Flagg. Surgeon. — Peter Turner. 

Surg. Mate. — John Parrish. 

1st Company. 

Ebenezer Flagg, Capt. Zephaniah Brown, Lieut. 

Daniel Peirce, Lieut. Charles Peirce, Ensign. 

2d Company. 
Elijah Lewis, Capt. John Holden, Lieut. 

Elias Thompson, Lieut. 

3d Company. 
Thomas Cole, Capt. David Johnston, Lieut. 

4th Company. 

John S. Dexter, Capt. Edward Slocum, Lieut. 

Joseph Cornell, Ensign. 

5th Company. 
Thomas Arnold, Capt. Enoch Stanton, Lieut. 

Joseph Arnold, Lieut. John Cooke, Ensign. 

Greenwich, May, 1779. Mustered then the Field, Staflf, and 
Commissioned Officers of Col. Greene's Battalion, as specified 
in the above Roll. Frank Green, 

Commiss. Muster. 
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Muster RoU of CapL Thomas Cole^s Company^ in the \st Bai- 
talion of Rhode Island forces^ in the service of the United 
States^ — Commanded by Col, Christopher Greene. 

Thomas Cole, Capt. Thomas Nasson, Sergt. Major. 

David Johnston, Lieut. Saml. Bennett, Drum Major. 

John Cooke, Lieut. Wm. McCoy, Ct Mastr. Sergt. 

Sergeants. 



Samuel West, 
Asa Lewis, 

Edward Anthony, 
Benedick Aron, 
Hampton Barton, 
Abram Bemone, 
James Carpender, 
Prince Childs, 
Ebenezar Cezar, 
William Coopen, 
Tobe Coye, 
John Charles, 
Winzor Fry, 
Benjm. Frank, 
Wm. Frank, 
James Daily, 
James Greene, 
Frank Gould, 
Gideon Harry, 
Pharah Hazard, 
London Hall, 
William Greene, 



Privates. 



Samuel Cranston, 
Seth Fisher. 

Henry Hazard, 
Robin Howland, 
Charles Handly, 
John Pomp, 
Richard Potter, 
Thos. Reynolds, 
George Rogers, 
Thos. Smith, 
Thos. Spencer, 
Josias Sole, 
Pomp Watson, 
Primus Watson^ 
Prince Watson, 
Solomon Wanton, 
Eliar Waggo, 
Jesse Willis, 
Cato Varnum, 
Cuff Roberts, 
Sampson Sanders. 



Providence^ lOth FeVy, 1780. Mustered then the 1st Com- 
pany, as specified in the above. Danl. S. Dexter, 

Commiss. of Muster ^ Pro. teM. 

Muster RoU of the 2d Company of Foot ^ for the 1st Battalion 
of Rhode Island forces^ in the service of the United States, — 
Commanded by Col, Christopher Greene, For Nov, 6, '79. 



John Holden, Capt. 

Joseph T. Brown, 
Thomas Taylor, 

Ebenr. Slocum, 



Chandler Burlingame, Lieut* 

Sergeants, 

George Popple, 
James Ross. 

Corporals. 

William Parks. 
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Cuff Gardner, 

Richard Allen, 
Bristol Arnold, 
Prince Bucklin, 
Job Burton, 
Cato Barrister, 
Africa Bush, 
Frank Bourne, 
Newport Champlin, 
Jack Codington, 
Cudgo Champlin, 
William Greene, 
Jirah Greene, 
Cato Greene, 
Cafo R. Greene, 
Mintus Gardner, 
Prosper Gorton, 
Sampson Hazard, 



Drummer. — Scipio Brown. 
Fifers. 



Privates, 



Richard Cozzens. 

Prince Ingraham, 
Pero Mowry, 
Titus Pierce, 
Toney Phillips, 
Prince Rhodes, 
Mingo Robinson, 
Prince Scales, 
Briton Saltenshall, 
Henry Tabour, 
Boston Wilbour, 
Nathaniel Wicks, 
John Dunbar, 
Cezar Sabens, 
Jube Smith, 
Cuff Slaid, 
Prince Rodman, 
Reuben Roberts. 



Newport^ JavHy 8ih, 1780. Mustered the 2d Company as 
specified in the above Roll. Danl. Dexter, 

Cam. of Muster, Pro tern. 

I do swear that the within Muster Roll is a true state of the 
Company, without fraud to the U. S. or any individual, ac- 
cording to my best knowledge. Chandler Burlinoame, 

Lieut. 

Sworn before me, this day, in Quarters, Jan'y 9, 1780. 

C. Greene, Col Com. 



Muster Roll of Capt. E. Lewis^ 3rf Company, in the 1st Bat- 
talion of Rhode Island forces, in the service of the United 
States, — Commanded by Christopher Greene, Esqr. For 
Nov. 1779. 



E. Lewis, Capt. 

John Smith, 
Henry Davis, 

Alexander Love, 



Sergeants. 



Corporals. 
David Potter. 



E. Thompson, Lieut. 

George Sisson, 
E. Talbert. 

George Potter, 
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Dmmmer. — Thomas Brown. 
Pifer, — James Northup. 

Privates. 

Primus Babcock, Prince Bent, 

Jack Burroughs, Yorke Champlin, 

Joseph Boyer, Philo Phillips, 

James Clarke, Isaac Rodman, 

July Champlin, Cesar Shelding, 

Newport Greene, Jack Walson, 

Prince Greene, Peter Harris, 

Thomas Lefavour, Benno. Hathaway, 

Peter Lovet, Sharper Gardiner, 

Ichabod Northup, Robert Gorum, 

Sigby Richmond, Asa Gardner, 

Prince Randall, Jack Pones, 

Saml. Rhodes, Cesar Finch, 

Plato Vanddoorn, Pomp Davenport, 

Cesar Wheaton, Peter Dailey, 

Guy Watson, Milford Dick, 

Thomas Amos, E. Barber. 
Cesar Wells, 

Newport, 6th JavHy^ 1780. Mustered then the 3d Company, 
as specified in the above Roll. Danl. S. Dexter, 

Commiss. of Muster, Pro tern. 



Muster Roll of the ith Company of Foot, in the 1st Battalion 
of Rhode Island forces, in the service of the United States, — 
Commanded by Col. Christopher Greene, Esq. For Dec. 
1779. 

John S. Dexter, Capt. Zephania Brown, Lieut. 

Daniel Dexter, Lieut. 

Sergeants. 

William Kipp, Benajah Davis, 

William Hutton, Elderidge Spink. 

Corporals, 
Thomas Stafford, Prince Simons. 

Fifer. — Cato Brown. 

Drummers, 
Sharpo Champlin, Prince Jinks, 
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Privates. 

Cato Boose, Ebenr. Mumford, 

Prince Brown, Thos. Nichols, 

Simon Barton, Sampson Raynolds, /^ 

Jack Champlin, Jack Sisson, 

James Clarke, Ceaser Updike, 

Prince Case, Prince Vaughan, 

Ezek Diamond, John Watson, 

Cuff Greene, James Willcox, 

Harzulas Gardiner, Dick Rhodes, 

Jack Greene, Sias Mounney, 

Prince Gardner, Jack Minthom, 

Pero Greene. Peter Haszard, 

Ceaser Harris, Ned Rose, 

Pharoh Haszard, Bristol Rhods, 

Peter Haszard, Mingo Rodman, 

Prince Hamond, Jabin Remington, 

Duke Haszard, Ceaser Rose, 

Jacob Haszard, Jacob Ned. 

Newport^ JarCy 8, 1780. Mustered the 4th Company of 
Foot, as specified in the above Roll. Danl. S. Dexter, 

Commiss. of Muster j Pro tenu 



We are unable to find any Roll of Capt. Thomas Arnold's 
Company among the rolls and documents of Col. Greene's 
regiment, in our possession. The names, however, of many 
will be found in the "General Roll," after the two regiments 
were reduced into one, by the Act of Congress of October 3, 
1780. This Roll will be found in the subsequent pages of 
these sketches. We have a list of all those who enlisted dur- 
ing the war, belonging to this regiment, by itself, but their 
names will be found in the reduced roll. We have also a list 
of the slaves enlisted into this regiment, but a greater part of 
their names are given in the preceding Rolls. We have also 
many of the records and documents relative to Courts Martial, 
of trials, sentences, executions, and pardons — which we intend 
to hand over to some Historical Society, at some future period. 
We do not pretend that these rolls are perfect; nor are there 
any perfect rolls of this regiment extant that we are aware of, 
but they may be relied on as correct as far as they go. 
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Troops in the continental service were first enlisted for one 
year, beginning January, 1776. This term of service was so 
short, that great inconvenience was experienced from it at the 
close of that year, when the army became so much reduced 
that Gen. Washington was very much embarrassed in bis ope- 
rations. The next enlistment was for " three years or during 
the war." There were eighty-eight battalions of this descrip- 
tion ordered by Congress. After the expiration of the first 
three years, there was a second enlistment for the same period. 
There were but few enlistments after this. There was little 
fighting after the battle of Yorktown, in October, 1781, when 
Lord Cornwallis surrendered his whole army to Gen. Wash- 
ington. 

The second Rhode Island regiment in the continental ser- 
vice was commanded by Col. Israel Angell. The rolls of this 
regiment are also imperfect, but they are more full than Col. 
Greene's. We have also the Adjutant's book of " monthly 
returns" of this regiment, from which we derive some infor- 
mation. 

The Roll of Col. AngelPs Regiment is as follows : — 



OFFICERS OF COL. ISRAEL ANGELL'S REGIMENT. 

Officers. 

Israel Angell, Colonel, Thos. Waterman, Lt. & Adj. 

Jeremiah Olney, Lieut. Cfl. Ebenezer Macomber, Lieut 

Simeon Thayer, Major, David Sayles, " 

Samuel Tenney, Surgeon, Benj. L. Peckham, " 

Elias Cornelius, Surg. Mate, Oliver Jenckes, " 

William Tew, Captain, John Hubbart, " 

Coggeshall Olney, " Joseph Wheaton, " 

Stephen Olney, " John Morley Greene, Ensign, 

William Allen, " Joseph Masury, ** 

Thomas Hughes, " John Rogers, " 

William Humphrey, " William Pratt, " 

William Littlefield, Capt. Lt. Jeremiah Greenman. '^ 
Dutee Jerauld, Lieut, 
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Non- Commissioned Officers and Privates. 



William Procter, Sergt, Maj. 
Nathan Whittlesey, Q. M. Sgt. 
William Davis, Drum Major. 
Joseph Dexter, Fife Major. 
John Macomber, Sergt. 
Nathaniel Harris, ^* 
Reuben Smith, ** 
Eldred Spink, Drummer, 
Knight Springer, Fifer, 
Philip Justice, Corporal, 
Edward Easterbrook, '^ 
Anthony Jencks, ** 

Jonathan Briggs, Private, 
Jotham Bemus, 
Benjamin Blanchard, 
John Chad wick, 
Levi Cole, 
John Crandall, 
John Exceeo, 



Charles Gray, 
Stephen F. Hazard, 
Jonathan Hill, 
Peleg Johnson, 
Samuel Loring, 
Reuben Macomber, 
William Nichols, 
William Salisbury, 
William Parker, Sen. 
William Parker, Jr, 
Abraham Rose, 
Thomas Smith, 
Michael Stafford, 
Amos Thurber, 
Reuben Thompson, 
Darius Thurber, 
Joseph Thrasher, 
John Usher, 
Abial Weaver. 



CAfT. COOeSSHALL OLNEY S COMPANY. 



Alexander Stewart, Sergeant. 
Urial Wilbour, " 

Noah Chaflfee, " 

Nathan Classen, Corporal, 
Thomas Bond, ** 

Peleg Helme, " 

Asa Wilbour, Drummer, 
George Clarke, Fifer, 
Abijah Adams, 
Abel Aldrich, 
Nathan Billings, 
Thomas Billington. 
Francis Baptist, 
William Barney, 
John Billington, 
William Bennett, 
Asa Bowdi9h, 
Aaron Buck. 
Alexander Burt, 
William Champlia, 
Charles Crosbee, 
Jeremiah Cappell, 
James Cappeli, 



Thomas Clarke, 
David Collar, 
Edward Cole, 
Hosea Crandall, 
Gideon Corey, 
Samuel Davis, 
Phillip Drowne, 
Jonathan Dolbee, 
Nicholas Everett, 
Robert Gudgeon, 
Richard Grant, 
Ephraim Hall, 
Jacob Hardy, 
James Haney, 
James Hayes, 
Urial Jones, 
James King, 
Samuel Kiooey, 
Benjamin Laroche, 
Magnis Nice, 
James Ogg, 
Samuel Oakman, 
Ezekiel Piercei 
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James Pollard, 
Abiather Pollard, 
Moses Perkins, 
John Rhodes, 
Benjamin Sweet, 
Abraham Smith, 



Henry Thorn, 
John Thomas, 
William Thomas, 
James Tompkins, 
Thomas Herrenden. 



CAPT. STEPHEN OLNEY's COMPANY. 









Olney Waterman, Sergeant, 
Edward Butrick, 
William West, 
Edward Arnold, Drummer, 
Jonathan Godfrey, Corporal, 
Joseph Angell, 
John Gould, 
Samuel Orrexon, 
Michael Anthony, 
William Barnes, 
Mathew Bryant, 
John Chilson, 
Thomas Cobb, 
Rufus Chapman, 
Edward Champlin, 
Michael Dougherty, 
Emanuel Furnace, 



Richard Herrenden, 
Benjamin Jackson, 
Southcote Langworthy, 
Charles McAfferty, 
John Potter, 
John Phillips, 
John Ralph, 
John Rogers, 
William Stafford, 
Randall Smith, 
Thomas Sweetzer, 
Robert Tucker, 
Enoch Thompson, 
John Taylor, 
John Wood, 
John Whipple. 



CAPT. WILLIAM ALLEN's COMPANY. 



Job Sheldon, Sergeant, 
Benjamin Bickford, " 
Job Palmer, Corporal, 
Ephraim Horswell, '* 
Nathan West, Fifer, 
Thomas Andrews, 
Joseph Brown, 
Jonas Becket, 
John Button, 
Andrews Barton, 
Anderson Briggs, 
William Briggs, 
Robert Carse, 
Robert Dixon, 
Anthony Foster, 
William Goodson, 



John Huzzey, 
Ichabod Jenckes, 
Joseph Paine, 
Asher Pollock, 
John Saunders, 
Edmund Pinnegan, Corpl. 
Richard Septon, 
Durfee Sprmger, 
Benjamin Twitchell, 
Samuel Thompson, 
Nathaniel Taylor, 
Franklin Tennant, 
Nicholas Wilson, 
Josiah Wilcocks, 
Church Winslow, 
John Lawrence. 
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CAPT. THOMAS HUGHES' COMPANY. 



Jonah Curtis, Sergeant, 
Benjamin Boss, " 
Jonathan Hoight, " 
Joseph Tanner, Corpl. 
Wilham Hardy, ** 
Henry Turner, Drummer, 
John Simmorids, Fifer, 
Jonathan Briggs, 
Remington Bidgood, 
Robert Congdon, 
Francis Colegrove, 
William Edwards, 
Jeremiah Eldridge, 
Salisbury Freeman, 
Daniel Fenner, 
Stephen Gully, 
Samuel Geere, 



Robert Hardy, 
Daniel Monks, 
Edward Paine, 
William Robinson, 
Joshua Smith, 
Benjamin Salisbury, 
Jonathan Sheldon, 
Zebulon Scrivens, 
John Schrymes^ 
Thomas Thornton, 
David Whitford, 
David Whitman, 
William Weaver, 
Charles Watson, 
John York, 
Joseph Mathews. 



} 



CAPT. WHiLIAM HUMPHRIES' COMPANY. 



James Hopkins, Sergeant, 
John Dodge, " 

Uriah Hawkins, ' " 
Paul Clark, Corporal, 
Benoni Hudson, " 
George Brinn, Drummer, 
Benoni Bates, 
Tobias Briggs, 
Daniel Barney, 
Weston Clarke, 
Firmin Dye, 
Pierce Dunoven, 
Daniel Ellis, 
John Ellis, 
William Edmonds, 
Abijah Ford, 
William Foster, 
John Hany, 
Pain Hinds, 
Nicholas Hart, 



Benjamin Jenckins, 
Christopher Moore, 
Hugh McDougall, 
Joseph Mathews, 
William McCall, 
Richard Pritchard, 
Benjamin Sprague, 
John Spark, 
Philip Slew, 
Reuben Straight, 
John Tuley, 
Joshua Tripp, 
Benedict Remington, 
Joseph Wheeler, 
John Okey, 
Jehu Smith, Sergeant, 
John Slocum, 
Davis Brown, 
Solomon Dailey, 



James Hale, 
Alden Southworth, 
Michael D. Plumigate, ** 
Gaius Peck, Corporal, 

13 



COLONEL S 

Sergeant, 



COMPANY. 



Louis Besayade, Corporftlj 
Enoch Jones, " 
John Strange, Drummer, 
Amos Frink, Fifer, 
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Robert Allen, 
John Bentley, 
Mark Barnes, 
Potter Card, 
John Cobb, 
Joseph Collins, 
Thomas Charles, 
David Edwards, 
John Fones, 
Daniel Fones, 
Samuel Grant, 
Richard Fowler, 
Joseph Hail, 



Richard Hopkins, 
Mathew Hart, 
Benoni Hunt, 
John Jones, 
David Knight, 
Charles Low, 
Joshua Ross, 
Simeon Russell, 
Solomon Rophee, 
Joseph A. Richards, 
Thomas Suiton, 
Stephen Smith, 
Hezabiah Hawkins, 



LIEUT. COLONEL'S COMPANY. 






(( 



(( 



Dennis Hogan, Sergeant, 
William Miller, 
Perry Edwards, 
Caleb Bartlett, Corpl. 
Zebulon Millet 
Conrad Creek, 
James Bryant, Drummer, 
William Davis, Fifer, 
Thomas Bills, 
Jacob Briggs, 
Peter Burnes, 
William Boswell, 
John Croucher, 
Joseph Congdon, 
Barnabus McDermot, 
Job Franklin, 
Edward Harvey, 
Ishmael Harris, 



William Halson, 
Patrick Hackmei, 
Clarke Little, 
Daniel Max field, 
Samuel Smith, 
Jabez Pratt, 
William Powell, 
James Philips, 
John Randall, 
Aaron Snow, 
Samuel Merithew, 
Joshua Woodward, 
Samuel G. Dyer, 
James Patrick, 
John Stafford, 
Alexander Walker, 
William Hay, 



?, 



MAJOR THAYER'S COMPANY. 



Esek Dexter, Sergeant, 
Benjamin Simmons, ** 
Shubael Chaffee, Corporal. 
Noel Tabor, '' 

Benjamin King, " 
Joseph Allen, 
Thomas Andrewson, 
Jonathan Andrews, 
Benjamin Bennett, 
JBenoni Bishop, 



Peter Barrows, 
William Butts, 
George Bradford, 
Beriah Clarke, 
Robert Clann, 
Benjamin Fowler, 
John Fisher, 
Robert Gilley, 
George Hughes, 
Joseph Manchester, 
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Daniel Miller, 
Robert Piper, 
Elisha Remington, 
John Sawyer, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Daniel Sweet, 
Benoni Taylor, 
Charles Westcott, 



George Wilbour, 
Sylvester Woodman, 
Simeon White, 
Christopher Limbrick, Dr. 
Thomas Mitchell, Fifer, 
William Tanner, 
Joseph Manning, 



List of Officers and Men who have died in, or been honorably 
discharged from Col, AngelVs Regiment 






Sylvanus Shaw, Captain, 

David Dexter, 

William Potter, 

John Waterman, Q. M. 

Nathan Weeks, Lieut. 

Simeon Jennings, " 

Ebenezer Davis, Chaplain, 

Charles Holden, Pay-Master, 

Abel Carpenter, Lieut. 

Bethuel Curtis, 

Gilbert Grant, 

John Remington, 

Benedict Tew, 

Thos. Waterman, 

Samuel Whipple, 

John Viall, Ensign, 

Jonas Bennett, 

Zephaniah Woodward, 

Eleazer Westcott, Sergeant, 

Michael Cooney, 

Ira Macomber, 

Israel Bryant, 

Arthur Smith, Corporal, 

Charles Garew, 

William Darby, 

Asa Potter, 

Philip Salisbury, 

Johnson Spears, 

John Elliott, 

Joseph Bos worth, 

Nathan Stoddard, Sergeant, 

Stephen Luther, 

Frederick Kerker, 

John Luther, 



Micajah Millegan, 
John Horsewell, 
Stephen Weaver, 
Elias Bishop, 
Samuel Cushing, 
Elisha Austin, 
Jonathan Bedgood, 
James Treadwell, 
Edward Dodge, 
Simeon Niles, 
William Button, 
William Phillips, Drumr. 
James Whittlesey, " 
Joseph Kinyon, Sergeant, 
James Cross, 
Oliver Washburn, 
John Cook, 
Joseph Turner, 
John Taber, 
Abijah Bugbee, 
Patrick Caton, 
Henry Hazard, 
Cezar Cook, 
Nathan Billings, 
Francis Tefft, 
Isaac Vibert, 
George Niles, 
Jeremiah Wilkey, 
Aaron Fish, 
Field Dailey, 
Reuben Thorp, 
William White, 
Samuel Martin, 
Thomas Randall, 
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Elisha Inman, Elisha Ballou, 

Abel Bump, Daniel Hayden, Corporal, 

Benjamin Bird, James Hayden, 

Gideon Dexter, Joseph Mathewson, 

Jabez Leach, Alexander Walker, 

Sylvester Davis, Stephen Stutson, 



The Rolls of Col. Sherbum's Regimeni are very deficient ; 
the whole of this regiment did not belong to Rhode Island, 
and of the officers and men which did, the Roll is imperfect; 
all we have is as follows : 

OFFICERS. 

Henry Sherburn, Colonel, William Bradford, Major, 

James Webb, Captain, Seth Chapin, Lieutenant, 

Henry Sherman, Ensign, Benjamin Sherburn, " 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND PRIVATES. 

William Ennis, Sergeant, John Gavitt, 

John Cambridge, " John Garrison, 

James Mitchell, Corporal, John George, 

Timothy Chadsey, Drummer, Bezeliah Herrington, 

Samuel Drowne, " David Kellis, 

William Ackman, Albro Martin, 

Silas Braman, Thomas Manchester, 

Cornelius Fish, John Mowry, 

Michael Macomber, Ichabod Sinmions, 

John Newberry, John Shearionan, 

James Almy, Samuel Sabin, 

Thomas Willis, John Targee, 

Charles Brownell, Benjamin Wiley, 

Solomon Cesar, John Willson, 

Pero Finch, Isaac Wilcox, 

John Freemen, Abraham Kipp, 



Another Convention of the New England States and New 
York, was called to be holden at Hartford this year on the 
twentieth of October. The questions to be discussed at this 
convention were very important, and they occupied the atten- 
,tion of the council of war, who on the second of October, 
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appointed Stephen Hopkins and jDharles Holden delegates 
from Rhode Island to attend it. The council of war also in- 
structed the delegates that they '' should demand all restric- 
tions on the land trade to be taken ojff." The council of war 
also instructed their delegates that they ''should recommend 
to the delegates of each of the States the affair of the loan of 
twenty millions, and to devise some way to raise it." Instruc- 
tions were also given '' to agree upon some plan to regulate 
the prices of the necessaries of life." These were all import- 
ant sublets. The restrictions on the inland trade caused 
great inconv^ence to the inhabitants of this State, especially 
during the invasion. In consequence of the decrease of popu- 
lation, and consequently that of husbandry, as stated by the 
Governor in his letter to our delegates in Congress, there was 
a great deficiency in supplies both for the inhabitants and 
troops ; and under these restrictions no provisions could be 
purchased in Connecticut, and brought to Rhode Island, with- 
out permission of the Governor of that State ; and during the 
invasion, committees had often been appointed to wait on the 
Governor of Connecticut to obtain his permission for that pur- 
pose. The latter instructions relative to the agreement on 
some plan to regulate by law the " prices of the necessaries of 
life," was a vain attempt, as such things must always be left 
to the natural course of trade. In all such cases, fraud, and 
the evasions of the law are the consequence. Neither the 
buyer nor seller will be bound by them, but by mutual con- 
sent agree to violate the law. 

At the same sitting of the council of war, Mr. John Brown, 
and Col. Joseph Nightingale were appointed a committee to 
" wait on the General Court of Massachusetts, and to use 
their efforts to have the land embargo removed, as far as re- 
spects this State." Rhode Island had suffered from this meas- 
ure of Massachusetts, in the same manner she had from the 
restrictions on the inland trade in Connecticut. 

About the middle of October, there were demonstrations 
which showed pretty conclusively that the enemy were pre- 
paring to evacuate Newport and the Island, and the Governor 
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was requested by the council of war to issue his proclamation, 
'^ forbidding all privateers and armed boats and others, from 
landing on Rhode Island and Canonicut, to molest the inhab- 
itants, or to take or destroy their property," under heavy pen- 
alties. At length the happy day arrived, and on the 27th day 
of October, the British evacuated, and carried off with them a 
vast amount of property, a great number of tories, and what 
was very provoking, through their influence in all probability, 
the records of the towns of Newport and Middletown. The 
tories had been advised, that by holding on to the records of 
land evidence, some compromise could be made relative to 
their estates, which of course had all been confiscated. But 
it was all to no purpose, for on the 11th of November, the 
council of war ordered the estates, real and personal, oi forty- 
seven persons, naming them, who had gone off with the ene- 
my, to be seized by the sheriff of the county, and the sheriff 
was ordered to make return of his doings to the General 
Assembly. The council of war also requested his excellency 
the Governor " to write to General Washington, requesting 
him to use his utmost influence with General Clinton to have 
the records returned as soon as may be." The records were 
returned, but not very soon. The tories, however, derived no 
benefit from their seizure and abduction. 

Soon after the enemy left there were many persons who were 
in the habit of committing depredations on property, so much 
so, that General Cornell was requested by the council of war 
to arrest all such persons and have them confined until the 
sitting of the Supreme Court. He was requested also, to 
arrest all persons '*who had taken an active part with the 
enemy, and shown themselves inimical to the liberty and 
independence of the United States." 

Newport, after the evacuation, was but a shadow of what 
it was before the war. It contained, before that event, up- 
wards of ten thousand inhabitants, and was among the first 
cities in this country for wealth and enterprise. It was the 
head-quarters of foreign intelligence, as much so as New 
York or Boston are at the present day. But the enemy left it 
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shorn of its principal advantages, and in a state of great de- 
pression. The beautiful State House, then among the hand- 
somest and most costly in the country, was left in ruins. 
The British turned it into barracks, and used it for that pur- 
pose. The churches were all desecrated, and made use of by 
the troops. Upwards of five hundred buildings, of all descrip- 
tions were, destroyed, as the writer has been credibly informed 
by a very respectable person now living. And in fact, not only 
Newport, but the whole Island still wears the vandal marks 
of the brutal outrages of a savage foe. But notwithstanding 
all this there is no spot on earth that can compare in luxuri- 
ance and beauty with this sea-girt Isle. Truly has it been 
denominated the '* Paradise of America." 



SECTION VI. 
[1780.] 

It would, perhaps, be impossible to pen an adequate descrip- 
tion of the joy and the gratitude which every patriotic heart 
experienced and felt at some of the events which took place 
this year in Rhode Island. Before, however, we proceed in 
detail, we will dwell a few moments on the motives and ob- 
jects of the "allies," on the other side of the water, for the 
part they took in our struggle for Independence. 

We have been often asked the question, why it was that the 
French nation should step forward to aid us in throwing off 
our allegiance to our king, and setting up a form of govern- 
ment so essentially different from its own? The king of 
France was an absolute monarch — his power was hereditary, 
and independent of the people, and this power was unlimited, 
except by his own will. What predominant motive could such 
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a ruler have to build up a republic? — to aid in establishing 
such a theory, and such political principles, as were set forth 
in the Declaration of Independence ; principles which, if ac- 
knowledged in France to have been correct, would jeopardize 
his own power, and perhaps have hurled him from the throne ? 
Whjr was it that such a monarch should sympathize in such a 
cause ? — why extend a helping hand to support and maintain 
it^ There can be two answers given to this question; — the 
one drawn from hatred to an old enemy, and blind ambition—^ 
the other from a lofty desire of promoting the cause of human 
rights, independent of all selfish consideratidns. We believe 
the latter to have been the prominent motive in the mind of 
the king. 

Louis XVI. was a simple-hearted, honest man — not above 
mediocrity in talents, but amiable, sincere, and easily led by 
those in whom he reposed confidence. Nor, perhaps, did it 
ever once enter his thoughts for a moment, that, by lending 
his friendship, and the military power of his kingdom, to 
build up a republic on this side of the water, he was sapping 
and undermining his own absolute power at home. But ^^Jiai 
Jtisiicia mat cmlum^^ appears to have been his sole motto as 
respected the American contest. 

Marie Antoinette,* his young queen, says one of her biogra- 
phers, was his '* Prime Minister." She had beauty, learning, 
wit, and every accomplishment that could adorn a throne. 
Indeed, so overwhelming were her charms, that the distin- 
guished Edmund Burke, one of the most successful opponents 
of Lord North's policy in the British House of Commons, thus 
speaks of this fascinating woman, and we here give his de- 
scription of her. He saw her, says he, at Versailles, in 1773, 
then dauphiness.. Seventeen years after this visit, (1790,) the 
impression she made still being fresh in his recollection, he 
burst forth in the following strain of admiration : — 

" It is now sixteen years since I saw the queen of France, 
them the dauphiness, at Versailles; and surely never lighted 

'^ Marie Antoinette was bom Nov. 2, 1755 — ^married in May, 1770 — was beheaded 
Oct 95, 1798. 
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on this orb, which she hardly seemed to touch, a more delight- 
ful vision. I saw her just above the horizon, decorating and 
cheering the elevated sphere she just began to move in — glit- 
tering like the morning star — full of life, and splendor, and 
joy. Oh ! what a revolution ! — and what an heart must I 
have, to contemplate, without emotion, that elevation and that 
fall. Little did I dream, when she added titles of veneration 
to those of enthusiastic, distant, respectful love, that she 
should ever be obliged to carry the sharp antidote against dis- 
grace concealed in that bosom ; little did I dream that I should 
have lived to see such disasters fallen upon her in a nation of 
gallant men — in a nation of men of honor and of cavaliers. 
I thought ten thousand swords must have leaped from their 
scabbards, to avenge even a look that threatened her with in- 
sult But the age of chivalry is gone — that of sophisters, 
economists and calculators has succeeded, and the glory of 
Europe is extinguished forever. Never, never more, shall we 
behold that generous loyalty to rank and sex — that proud sub- 
mission, that dignified obedience, that subordination of the 
heart, which kept alive, even in servitude itself, the spirit of 
an exalted freedom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap 
defence of nations, the nurse of manly sentiment and heroic 
enterprise, is gone ! It is gone ! — that sensibility of principle, 
that chastity of honor, which felt a stain, like a wound, which 
inspired courage whilst it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled 
whatever it touched, and under which vice itself lost half its 
evil, by losing all its grossness." 

This soul and star of the French Court was also the friend 
of America, although born and brought up in a court where 
^'absolutism" was taught and believed as "/wre rfiviwo." 
She, too, cast her influence in favor of the American cause, 
and that influence was felt in the very heart and soul of the 
chivalry of France ! But who was it that moved Aer, and 
enlisted her sympathies the most, in favor of ** bleeding Amer- 
ica," and, through her, the eliti of the French nobility ? Al- 
though '* ten thousand swords might leap from their scab- 
bards " for Aer, it was quite a difierent afi'air to leave the 
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splendor and allurements of her court, to go into a distant 
country to fight, not the enemies of her father or native 
country, but the enemies of America ! Who possessed that 
master mind that could produce such a result? — Who? It 
was the chivalry of a " tall, slender young man," but two 
years younger than her majesty, whose noble birth and parent- 
age entitled him to her notice, and whose profession allowed 
him occasionally to be at court. It was Gilbert Motier De 
LaFayette, who was ** consecrated, from the womb," a friend 
to humanity and to human rights. It was his noble impulses, 
and his daring spirit, that found a response in the bosom of 
the young queen, who entered the contest as if the Americans 
had been her own people ! The pleasing, unaffected and 
plain manners, and superior intelligence, of Dr. Franklin, 
then the American Minister at the French Court, also won 
golden opinions from the same power behind the throne. 

It is true LaFayette fled from her court — ^had become, as it 
were, an exile, in order to accomplish his benevolent purposes; 
but it was equally true that the heart and sympathies of his 
queen went with him, although thoroughly Austrian in her 
politics. Nor was it in her power to withhold her admiration 
of the spirit of this ** striphng of nineteen," any more than it 
was for the '-Queen of the South" to withhold hers in the 
presence of a Solomon. Such is the magic power of youthful 
energy and enterprise, engaged in the cause of hirtnanity, and 
in pursuit of glory, even over royalty itself! 

When LaFayette returned to France, about two years after- 
wards, a Major General in the Army of the United States, a 
treaty of alliance had been formed between France and the 
United States, so that his punishment, for leaving France with- 
out leave, was not only merely nominal, but his popularity 
was unbounded. It was through his instrumentality chiefly 
that such powerful assistance was afforded. When the treaty 
was signed. Dr. Franklin, Silas Dean and John Adams, paid 
a visit to his wife, to express their gratitude to her for the ser- 
vices rendered to their country by her husband. 

The whole of Gilbert Motier LaFayette's course in the 
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cause of freedom in this country, during the contest of the 
Revolution, was so chivalrous and romantic, as well as self- 
sacrificing, that we feel the whole force of the following 
description of it, by John Q. Adams, in his oration on his 
" life and character." 

" In the legendary tales of chivalry we read of tournaments, 
at which a foreign and unknown knight suddenly presents 
himself,* armed in complete steel, and, wiih the vizor down, 
enters the ring to contend with the assembled flower of 
knighthood for the prize of honor, to be awarded by the hand 
of Beauty ; bears it in triumph away, and disappears from 
the astonished multitude of competitors and spectators of the 
feats of arms. But where, in the rolls of history — where, in 
the fictions of romance — where, but in the life of LaFayette, 
has been seen the noble stranger, flying, with the tribute of 
his name, his rank, his affluence, his ease, his domestic bliss, 
his treasure, his blood, to the relief of a snfiering and distant 
land, in the hour of her deepest calamity — baring his bosom 
to her foes; and not at the transient pageantry of a tourna- 
ment, but, for a succession of five years, sharing all the vicis- 
situdes of her fortunes ; always eager to appear at the post of 
danger — tempering the glow of youthful ardor with the cold 
caution of a veteran commander; bold and daring in action ; 
prompt in execution ; rapid in pursuit; fertile in expedients; 
unattainable in retreat ; often exposed, but never surprised, 
never disconcerted ; eluding his enemy when within his fan- 
cied grasp; bearing upon him with irresistible sway when of 
force to cope with him in the conflict of arms? And what is 
this, but the diary of LaFayette, from the day of his rallying 
the scattered fugitives of the Brandywine, insensible of the 
blood flowing from his wounds, to the storming of the redoubt 
at Yorktown ? " 

From the whole course of LaFayette's conduct, therefore, 
we feel justified in saying that he had no motive for entering 
the American Army, but to maintain the cause of the op- 
pressed, and to establish that form of government best suited 

* For a farther extract of this oration, see Appendix F. 
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to the genius of the American people, and, we may affirm, 
that this was also the predominant motive of the Court of 
Prance. 

But still we are far from denying, that "hatred to an old 
enemy," who had taken from France by conquest, in a former 
war, some of her choicest colonies, and had foiled her in all 
her attempts to carry into effect her magnificent plan of estab- 
lishing a military cordon from the St. Lawrence to the mouth 
of the Mississippi, (a plan of Louis XIY.,) did not to some 
extent enter into the motives of France, in her treaty of alli- 
ance. It is natural it should. But, suppose it was so, it is 
rarely, if ever, good policy to scan the motives of our friends, 
when rendering us assistance in the hour of need ; nor did 
Congress, or Washington, or the authorities of Rhode Island, 
stop to inquire into the motive of Louis XVL for sending to the 
assistance of this country another large fleet and army this 
year. 

This fleet arrived in Newport harbor July 10th, and it filled 
with joy and gladdened every heart in Rhode Island, and in 
every section of the country. 

The fleet consisted of 44 sail, commanded by His Excellen- 
cy Monsieur Le Chevalier de Ternay, and the army, consisting 
of six thousand, by Monsieur Le Compte de Rochambeau. In 
the evening the town was illuminated, and the brilliant ap- 
pearance of the ofiicers, with that of the ladies and gentlemen 
of the town, excited feelings of the most intense kind. This 
army was to remain here, and did remain nearly a year, be- 
fore the troops were ordered to march to the westward, to the 
siege of Yorktown. The arrival of this fleet and army was 
another substantial evidence of the fidelity of France in main- 
taining the treaty of alliance. 

Major General Heath soon repaired to Newport, and issued 
the following order: — 

" His Excellency, the Commander of his most Christian 
Majesty's fleet, now in the harbor of Newport, has requested 
the following regulation to be communicated to the inhab- 
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itantSj-^That no vessel or small craft, either by day or night, 
pass between the ships-of-war, or between the transports ; but 
tbey have permission to pass between the ships-of-war and 
transports, and round the whole, observing a proper distance. 
It is expected that all persons, passing in the harbor, will con- 
form themselves accordingly. 

** Given at Newport this 13th day of July, 1780. 

'* Wm. Heath, M. G. 
" By the Major General's command, 
" Tflos. Cartwbight, 

Soon after the arrival of the French fleet and army, the 
General Assembly held a session at Newport, and the most 
cordial congratulations were exchanged. His Excellency, 
William Greene, was then Governor of the State, and the 
Governor, Lieut. Governor, the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, were unanimous in extending the right hand of 
friendship to the oflSicers and representatives of his most 
Christian Majesty, who had sent over to help us not only a 
fleet and army, but his most fervent wishes and prayers for 
our success. 

A committee was appointed by the General Assembly, con- 
sisting of John I. Clarke, William Channing, Rouse J. Helme, 
Metcalf Bowler, and Benjamin Bourne, to wait upon the illus- 
^ious strangers and to welcome them to our shores ; and <m 
ibis joyful occasion the following addresses were presented to 
the Count de Rochambeau and the Chevalier de Ternay, who 
r^urned the following answers : — 

ADDRESS TO ROCHAMBEAU. 

'^ The Representatives of the State of Rhode Island and 
Providcfice Plantations, in General Assembly eonvened, with 
the most pleasing satisfaction, take the eariiest opportunity of 
OQQg^atulating Count de Rochambeau, lieutenant General of 
the army of his most Christian Majesty, upon his safe arrival 
within Ike Unit^ Staies. Upon this occasion we cannot be 
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too expressive of the grateful sense we entertain of the gen- 
erous and magnanimous aid afforded the United States by 
their illustrious friend and ally. Sufficient had been the proofs 
of his zeal and friendship. The present instance must con- 
strain even envious, disappointed Britons, to venerate the 
wisdom of liis councils, and the sincerity of his noble mind. 
We look forward, with a most pleasing expectation, to the 
end of a campaign, in which the allied force of France and 
these United Slates, under the smiles of Divine Providence, 
may be productive of peace and happiness to the contending 
powers, and mankind in general. We assure you, sir, our ex- 
pectations are enlarged, when we consider the wisdom of his 
most Christian Majesty in your appointment as the com- 
mander of his army, destined to our assistance. Be assured, 
sir, of every attention in the power of this state, to afford the 
necessary refreshments to the army under your command, and 
to render the service to all ranks as agreeable and happy as it 
is honorable." 

To which His EJxcellency was pleased to return the follow- 
ing answer : — 

(Translation.) 

"Gentlemen, — 

"The King, my master, has sent me to the assistance of his 
good and faithful allies, the United Srates of America. At 
present I only bring over the vanguard of a much greater 
force destined for their aid ; and the king has ordered me to 
assure them, that his whole power shall be exerted for their 
support. 

"The French troops are under the strictest discipline, and, 
acting under the orders of Gen. Washington, will live with the 
Americans as their brethren, and nothing will afford me 
greater happiness, than contributing to their success. 

"I am highly sensible of the marks of respect shown me by 
the General Assembly, and beg leave to assure them that, as 
brethren, not only my life, but the lives of all the troops under 
my command, are entirely devoted to their service. 

(Signed,) " The Count de Rochambeau." 
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ADDRESS TO CHEVALIER DE TERNAY. 

"The Representatives of the State of Rhode Island and Prov- 
idence Plantations, in General Assembly convened, with the 
most pleasing satisfaction, take the earliest opportunity of tes- 
tifying the sentiments that are impressed upon them, by the 
great attention which his most Christian Majesty has invaria- 
bly manifested to the United States. The formidable arma- 
ment heretofore sent to our aid, have essentially promoted our 
happiness and independence. But, at a time when Europe is 
hivolved in the calamities of war by the ambitious views of 
the British Court, we cannot express the gratitude we feel 
upon your arrival with the fleet under your command, des- 
tined, by our illustrious friend and ally, to the assistance of 
the United States. We entreat you, upon this occasion, to 
accept the warmest congratulations of the General Assembly 
of the State of Rhode Island; and be assured, sir, of every ex- 
ertion in their power to afibrd the necessary refreshments to 
the fleet, and to render the service as agreeable and happy as 
it is honorable.'' 

To which His Excellency was pleased to return the follow- 
ing answer : — 

(Translation.) 

" To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, 

** The multiplicity of business in which I have for some days 
been involved, has hitherto prevented my honoring, in due 
form, an address from the Honorable the General Assembly of 
the State of Rhode Island, &c. I have already assured them 
how sensible \ am of their politeness, in a visit to my ship, to 
give me an assurance of their granting every necessary sup- 
ply for the squadron and fleet of the king of France, during 
their continuance in this state. 

**I with pleasure embrace this opportunity of testifying to 
the honorable Assembly my peculiar satisfaction on an ap- 
pointment, by the king, my master, to conduct succors to his 
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allies, who have several years been snccessfully contending to 
establish an independence which will be the basis of their fu- 
ture felicity. 

*' I have nothing further to aspire after, than the arrival of 
the hour wherein I shall participate with the United States in 
the glorious advantages resulting from war with enemies, who 
vainly attempt to subjugate them, and wrest from them that 
freedom, the blessings of which they already experience. 

** I beg the honorable Assembly would be persuaded that I 
am penetrated with the warmest attachment to every member 
of which that body is composed. 

(Signed,) " The Chevalier de Teenay, 

^^Cotn/mander of the Naval forces of his most Christum 
Majesty, a£ Newport.^ ^ 

Amidst these courtly interchanges of civilities there was a 
general review of the French army, preceded by alternate dis- 
charges of cannon from the batteries in and near the town, 
from the fleet, and a Feu-de-joy from the troops. "Nothing 
could exceed,'' says a newspaper of the day, " the fine ap- 
pearance of the forces of our illustrious ally, which, joined to 
the universal satisfaction that was difi'used through a great 
concourse of spectators, we hope will prove a happy presage 
of their future success.'' The same paper says, " Yesterday, 
the birth-day of his most Christian Majesty, was celebrated at 
Newport. The ships-of-war were ornamented by a display of 
the colors of the diflerent maritime powers, and fired a salute 
on the occasion. The French transports in this harbor were 
also decorated with colors, and fired a salute in honor of the 
day." 

But an exchange of courtesies and congratulations, was not 
sufficient. Our Legislature were not satisfied with words on- 
ly : they therefore invited Count de Rochambeau and the Chev- 
alier de Ternay, and the ofiicers of the French army and navy, 
to a public dinner — the vote of invitation was as follows : — 

" Whereas the magnanimity of His Most Christian Majesty, 
our Illustrious ally, in sending a powerful fleet to the assist- 
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ance of the United States, the great propriety with which the 
officers of the said army and fleet, have conducted themselves 
since their arrival in this state, and the zeal they manifest for 
the interest of the United States, deserve every grateful return 
in the power of this Greneral Assembly, It is therefore voted 
and resolved, that the Hon. William Bradford, Esqr., Christo- 
pher Ellery, Esqr., Metcalf Bowler, Esqr., Wm. Channing, 
Eisqr., John Topham, Esqr., Caleb Gardner, Escir., Mr. Geoi^e 
Ghamplin, George Irish, Esqr., Joseph Stanton, Jr., Esqr.. 
Rouse J. Helme, Esqr., Adam Comstock, Esqr., Charles Keene, 
Esqr., Robert Elliott, Esqr., Nathan Miller, Esqr., and Mr. Dan- 
iel Mason, be and they are hereby appointed a committee to 
prepare a dinner and entertainment, at the expense of this 
state) on the tenth day of August next — that the committee or 
major part of them, wait upon the Honorable the Count de 
Rochambeau, commander of the army of His Most Christian 
Majesty in this state, and the Honorable the Chevalier de Ter- 
nay. Admiral and commander of the fleet of His Most Christ- 
ian Majesty in this state, with the compliments of this Gen- 
eral Assembly, and request the honor of their company, and 
of the officers under their command, at dinner ; that the said 
committee give the invitation of this General Assembly to the 
Honorable Major General Heath and his family, and to such 
other officers and gentlemen as they shall think fit ; and that 
the said Charles Keene be and he is hereby empowered to draw 
such a sum of money out of the General Treasury as, in the 
opinion of said committe will be sufficient to provide the nec- 
essary articles of the entertainment." 

Thus was Rhode Island the Jirst state to extend the rights 
of hospitality, to the^r^^ nation who acknowledged the Inde- 
pendence of the United States, and who not only acknowl- 
edged our Independence, but generously entered into a treaty 
of alliance, to aid and assist in its establishment, and upon 
a foundation on which could be raised the most powerful and 
happy political structure upon earth, and such has been the 
result. 

14 
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It might be profitable here, for the reader to pause, and to 
fancy himself upon some lofty eminence, and take a bird's-eye 
view of the world as it now is. He would see, should he do 
so, the exemplification and evidence of ihe correctness of that 
great and glorious principle introduced in our Declaration of 
Independence, that " Whenever any form of government be- 
comes destructive of these ends,*' (" life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness "), " it is the right of the people, to abolish 
it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation 
upon such principles and organizing its powers in such form, 
as to them, shall seem the most likely to effect their safety 
and happiness." 

It would require no great eflfort to show, and that from Di- 
vine authority, that the principles of this declaration were de- 
rived from those which God intended for the government of 
*'man," who was made a " little lower ihan the angels," for 
the very purpose of having *• dominion" over all things below; 
observe, the inspired Psalmist speaks of ''man" coUectivdy, 
and not individuaUy. But unfortunately, the Kings of the 
earth have been permitted, by misconstruction, to appropriate 
the power thus given, to themselves as individuals, and hence 
the origin of their "divine right" to govern; and this shame- 
ful perversion of Scripture, is still permitted in most of the 
civilized kingdoms of Christendom, in opposition to the teach- 
ings of the old and new Testaments from beginning to end. 
But the Royal Harpist of Israel was by no means the first to 
declare the sovereignty of man. Nearly three thousand years 
before, at the creation of the world, the same doctrine had 
been proclaimed by the Almighty — ''And God said let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have 

dominion over the whole earth." What language could 

be more appropriate to declare the dignity and power of man ? 
and it should be remembered that the first departure from this 
principle by the " commonwealth of Israel," or their first de- 
sire for a "King," was sharply rebuked by the Almighty,* 
thereby demonstrating beyond a doubt, that the desire and in- 

♦ VidelSam. 8:7 
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trod net ion of monarchy were but a natural sequence of the 
" fall of man." The words '' Let them have dominion," clear- 
ly show where the sovereign power was to reside. 

We ask with mingled feelings of gratitude and pride, when 
and where, were the principles contained in the Declaration of 
Independence made the foundation of civil government, for 
thousands of years anterior to July 4th 1776 ? Most all the 
changes of government before that period were based on the 
right of force, and the spilling of blood, as if blood were nec- 
essary to legalize the change; but here is a platform laid in 
peace^ a right to be exercised in a peaceable manner, in the 
usual mode, by suflfrage, whenever the '' safety and happi- 
ness " of **man," collectively speaking, or in other words, the 
"people," require it ! 

But we will not pursue this train of thought; it is not our 
intention to write a treatise on human governments, or even a 
commentary on the Declaration of Independence; but such is 
the doctrine taught and established by this glorious state pa- 
per. And what has been the result? Let the reader before 
mentioned, look from his lofty eminence, and determine ; he 
will see no country like this, no people like this people, pos- 
sessing the elements of greatness and power almost beyond 
conception, and the means of happiness but a little short of 
that enjoyed in the fabled ** Elysian fields;" such we say must 
be his decision. 

Now let the reader upon his supposed lofty summit, turn 
his eyes and look on the oiher side of the picture — on other 
nations; those nations, which have been governed in the di- 
vine right of Kings, and by religious and political dogmas, for 
ages, and what will fall within the compass of his vision? he 
will behold, not intelligence enough among the people, to 
make political "darkness visible," and but just enough enter- 
prise, to minister to the glory of Crowned Heads and Princes; 
and the means of living, just enough to prevent the starvation 
of the masses ! Said the Emperor of Austria, a few years 
ago, '* 1 do not want great and learned men, I want good men 
for my subjects; " that is, such men as he would call "good," 
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dr in other words, such as would minister to his wants, and 
submit unreservedly to his will. And it would seem the Czar 
of Russia is blessed with the same kind of such good subjects 
at this present time, mere '* serfs," or animals without one re- 
deeming trait, further behind the age than our western In- 
dians. Such will be the result of his observation, and such 
the contrast between this, and other countries, from his view 
of the present nations of the earth. 

But we will not pursue these reflections further, but return 
to the French fleet and army at Newport, and the joy and 
festivities their presence occasioned. Never perhaps in the 
annals of that beautiful town, was joy so perfect. The Tories 
had all fled with the British, and warm-hearted patriots only 
remained. 

The General Assembly made every arrangement for the 
comfortable accommodation of the French troops, suitable 
hospitals were prepared; at the one on Popasquash, on the 
'* Vassal farm," then owned by the state, the Director General 
was directed to appropriate a suitable spot for a "burial 
ground," for the French, and the Deputy Quarter- Master Gen- 
eral was directed to enclose it by a fence. The General As- 
sembly also passed an act to raise six hundred and thirty men 
to cooperate with the French, in an expected attack from the 
British, to be in service three months. The attack however 
was not made, although a fleet started from New York, for 
that purpose. But previous to the arrival of the French, there 
had been an act passed to enlist for six months, six hundred 
and ten men, to be under the command of Col. Greene, then 
stationed on Rhode Island. These troops were called the 
«* short levies," but no rolls have been preserved ; we have the 
names of only those who availed themselves of the provisions 
of the pension acts. 

Our Legislature also, was the^r*^ to pass an act, ** confirm- 
ing to the subjects of His Most Christian Majesty, the privi- 
leges, rights and immunities, stipulated in the treaty of amity 
and commerce between France, and the United States of 
America." The Legislature also passed an act for the Sheriff 
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of Newport to "take possession and secure" all the property 
^nd effects left by the British, on their evacuation, also an act 
to prevent certain persons therein ?iamed* who had left the 
state, a,nd joined the enemy, from returning. Thus was tory- 
ism, which had caused the inhabitants of this state so much 
trouble, properly rewarded ; henceforth, their names were to 
pass down the stream of time, as enemies to the rights of man, 
and as opponents to those great principles of liberty, shadowed 
forth in the Declaration of Independence. These minions pre- 
ferred "silver and gold," to the precious possession of liberty 
and independence, and no doubt, would have sold their coun- 
try for their idol, had it been in their power. 

In September of this year, many of the confiscated estates 
were ordered to be sold : the largest real estate was that belong- 
ing to Joseph and William Wanton, on Prudence Island, con- 
taining about eight hundred acres. The "Vassal farm," on 
Popasquash, containing about two hundred and twenty acres, 
was also ordered to be sold, also the " George Rome " farm in 
Middletown. In October, an act was passed to raise two hun- 
dred and twenty men, for three years, to fill up and complete 
the continental battalions assigned to this state. 

Thus did the General Assembly of this state make every 
preparation that was necessary for the glorious campaign of 
1781, — a campaign which virtually terminated the contest be- 
tween the United States and their enemy. 

The seat of the war this year, was principally at the south. 
Charleston was taken, and the greater part of South Carolina 
was subdued. But the great difiBlculty the enemy always met 
with, everywhere, was, that when they had conquered a sec- 
tion of country, it would not stay conquered, not much longer 
than occupied by his troops Thus it was in Georgia; thus it 
was in South Carolina. Lord Cornwallis thought his work 
finished in that province, when he saw how many of the in- 
habitants returned to their allegiance ; but he was mistaken, 
that state did not stay conquered but a short time. 

The revival of patriotism in that state, was owing in a great 

« We omit the names for obvioas reasons. 
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measure to the women of Charleston. Like the women of 
Rhode Island, they did every thing to encourage their hus- 
bands and brothers ; they descended into dungeons and pris- 
ons, to minister to the wants of the prisoners. They performed 
the most menial services, rather than have their husbands 
submit to the requirements of their enemies. Exile and death 
were preferable to base submission, and they succeeded, (and 
ladies always will, in whatever they undertake) in keeping 
alive the fire of freedom, until the British evacuated the Prov- 
ince, until they in fact found it too warm^ to stay longer. 

There was also a battle at Springfield, New Jersey, this 
year, in which a Rhode Island regiment, commanded by Col. 
Angell, took a conspicuous part in preventing the enemy from 
crossing a bridge. In the night following, the enemy retreat- 
ed to Elizabethtown, and from thence over to Staten Island, 
and the design on Washington's camp was abandoned. 

Towards the close of this year, the Admiral of the French 
fleet, the Chevalier de Ternay died at Newport. The follow- 
ing obituary notice, is from the Newport Mercury. 

Newport, Dec, 22nd, ** Last Friday morning, died here, his 
Excellency, Charles Louis de Ternay, Knight of St. John of 
Jerusalem, late Governor of the Islands of France and Bour- 
bon, and chief commander of the American squadron in the 
American seas — his talents, zeal, and distinguished services, 
had merited him the confidence and favor of his government 
and country — his remains were the next day interred in 
Trinity church-yard, in this town, attended with military hon- 
ors, &c. The command of the fleet, by the death of his Ex- 
cellency, devolves on M. Destouches, Captain and Brigadier of 
the naval army ; an officer, in high estimation among all ranks 
in the French navy, and who particularly distinguished him- 
self in the battle of Ouessant." 

Some years after his death, a large and beautiful marble 
slab, with a suitable inscription to his memory, enumerating 
his titles, &c., was sent from France, and set in the north 
(outside) side of the church, where it still remains. We have 
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heard many a lady of the old school, within our recollection, 
speak in raptures of the gallant behavior and polite manners, 
of the French officers attached to the army and fleet, when at 
Newport, many of whom, were among the elUi of the nobility ; 
and when it is considered that those illustrious strangers, 
crossed the ocean, on purpose to assist us in our struggles for 
liberty and independence, it is no wonder that the daughters 
of Rhode Island, should have bestowed upon them their most 
gracious smiles. 

Among the more admired of the French nobility, by the la- 
dies of Providence, was the '* Duke de Luzon." We recol- 
lect one old lady in particular, who would expatiate an half 
hour at a time, on the fascinating manners of this French offi- 
cer, and his brilliant accomplishments. 



SECTION VII. 
[1781.] 

The events that took place this year were auspicious, and 
pointed to a triumphant and glorious conclusion of our strug- 
gle for Independence. The French army were stationed at 
Newport, and while there, there was no danger of any attack 
from the enemy. But they were to be ordered to the west- 
ward, and in anticipation of this, the General Assembly, so 
early as February, passed an Act to raise twelve hundred men 
from the militia, to serve one month. In the preamble to the 
Act, they say the " safety and internal security of the State 
require it'' And after this service from three to five hundred 
men were kept in service during the summer on Rhode Island, 
having in view the same object This was particularly ne- 
after the depaxtore of the French army. 
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By the Act of Congress, of Oct. 3, 1780, the two Oontinental 
regiments of Rhode Island were reduced to one, to take effect 
January 1, 1781, of which Christopher Greene was selected 
as Colonel ; Jeremiah Olney, Lieutenant Colonel ; Ebenezer 
Flagg, Major, and John S. Dexter, 2d do. 

Col. Greene was killed May 14, 1781 ; after which the com- 
mand devolved upon Lieut. Colonel Olney, who was appointed 
Lieut. Col. Commandant, and so continued to the end of the 
war. Major Flagg was also killed at the same time, and John 
S. Dexter succeeded him as first major. 

The following oflBicers retired, under the new arrangement, 
to wit : Col. Angell, Lieut. Col. Ward, Major Thayer, Cap- 
tains Tew and Lewis, Peter Turner, Surgeon, and John Par- 
rish, Surgeon's Mate. The following Captains were retained : 
C. Olney, Dexter, Holden, Allen, Humphrey, S. Olney, Brown, 
Hughes, and Cole. 

The following is a list of the men who belonged to the regi- 
ment at the time of the reduction, and of those who enlisted 
afterwards. Many of the names therefore may have been 
given in the preceding pages, but as it is difficult to make a 
separate list of those who joined after January, '81, the whole 
will be published together, as found in the Books of Col. Olney, 
in our possession — omitting the " date of the enlistment " and 
" casualties," &c. ; for these the original roll must be referred 
to, if wanted for evidence in support of claims for Bounty 
lands or Pensions. 

N. B. We have a list of all those still entitled to Land 
Warrants, agree?ibly to the Resolve of Congress, of Septr, 16, 
1776. By this resolve 500 acres were allowed to a Colonel; 
450 to a Lieut. Colonel ; 400 to a Major ; 300 to a Captain ; 
200 to a Lieutenant; 150 to an Ensign, and ^^100 to each 
non-commissioned officer and soldier who shall engage in ser- 
vice and continue therein to the close of the war or until dis- 
charged by Congress." 
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List of the Non^ Commissioned Officers and Privates in the 
Rhode Island Regiment, the 1st of February, 17S1, with 
those who joined after that period. 

N. B. The NoQ-Oommisfti(Hied Officers and Musicians are designated ; the rest are 
Privates, enlisted for tluree years or daring the war. 



Esek Dexter, Sergt. Major. 

Nathan Whittlesey, Q. M. Sgi. 

Asa Wilbour, D. Major. 

Joseph Dexter, P. Major. 

Alexander Stuart, Sergt. 

Uriel Wilbour, " 

Michl. DePlomigatt, *< 

Christopher Limbrick, Drumr. 

Thomas Brown, *' 

Amos Prink, Pifer. 

Robert Allen, 

William Ackman, 

John Bently, 

Mark Barons, 

Potter Card, 

Thomas Charles, 

Charles Crossbey, 

James Demander, 

Christopher Dunbar, 

Richard Powler, 

Joseph Pillaridcr, 

Jonathan Gifford, 

Samuel Grant, 

Joseph Hall, 

Bartemus Huett, 

Hezebiah Hawkins, 

Jacob Hardy, 

Robert Harrison, 

Thomas Hadson, 

Daniel Hammond, 

John Preeman, 

Daniel Pones, Corpl. 

John Jones, 

Jonathan Fairfield, 

Benja. Laroach, 

Charles Low, 

Eve La Jaruff, 

Prancis Paule, 

Joshua Ross, 

Thomas Sutton, 



James Singleton, 
Charles Stevens, 
Reuben Thompson, 
Nathaniel Thompson, 
Solomon Traw, 
Abial Weaver, 
Thomas WylHs, 
Joseph Wilkey, 
Joseph Wilkens, 
Michael Wright, 
Preserved Wilcox, 
Abiather Willson, 
Charles Loiring, 
Alexr. McBride, 
John Jones, 

Joseph Brown, Sergt. 

Benjn. Bickford, 
Edward Buttrick, 
Hosea Crandall, 
John Chillson, 
Wm. Briggs, Corpl. 

John Billington, 
Nathan Closson, 
Amos Thurber, 
Lewis Besayde, 
Joseph A. Richards, 
Thos. Stafford, Drummer. 
Nathan West, Pifer, 
Benjamin Bennet, 
Peter Barrows, 
Benja. Blanchard, 
Jotham Bemus, 
William Billings, 
William Bennet, 
Edward Champlin, 
Joseph Congdon, 
John Chadwick, 
Pairmin Dye, 
Thomas Dexter, 
Daniel Ellis, 
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David Edwards, 

Joshua Fowler, 

Saml. Geer, 

Richard Grant, 

Nichs. Hart, 

Pain Hines, 

Sampson Hazard, 

Mathew Hart, 

Benja. Jackson, 

Uriah Jones, 

Southcot Langworthy, 

Clark Little, 

Charles McAfferty, 

James Ogg, 

Jesse Pearce, 

James Pollard, 

Samuel Preston, 

John Randall, 

John Rhodes, 

Abram Rose, 

Joshua Smith. 

Durfey Springer, 

John Saunders, 

Daniel Sweet, 

Zebulon Scriven, 

John Strange, 

John Taylor, 

Franklin Tennant, 

Samuel Thompson, 

John Thomas, 

Cato Varnum, 

Sylvester Woodman, 

John Wilbour, 

Olney Waterman, Sergt. 

William West, 

Reuben Smith, 

Saml. Drown, Drummer. 

George Clarke, Fifer. 

Joseph Angell, Corpl. 

John Gould, 

James Bryant, Corpl. 

Samuel Arixon, 

Michael Anthony, 

Daniel Barnes, 

Mathew Bryant, 

John Bowers, 

Rufus Chapman, 






Beriah Clark, 
Daniel Collins, 
Michael Doharty, 
John Davis, 
Comfort Eddy, 
Thos. Eld ridge. Sen. 
Emanuel Fumess, 
John Fulton, 
James Foster, 
John Frozier, Senr. 
Stephen Gully, 
Joseph Hardin, 
Reuben Macomber, 
John Exceen, 
Philip Morriss, 
John Morris Obsuper, 
William Ormsby, 
Samuel Oakman, 
John Perry, 
John Potter, 
John Rogers, 
John Ralph, 
Randall Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Benja. Smith, R. 
Thos. Sweetsir, 
John Smith, 
Elisha Sanford, 
William Salisbury, 
William Stafford, 
Simeon White, 
Wm. Wilkinson, 
James Whipple, 
Jonathan Godfrey, 
Dennis Hogan, Sergt. 
Perry Edwards, ** 
William Miller, 
John Butler, 
Nathan Walner, Drumr. 
Richard Cozzens, Fifer. 
Caleb Bartlett, Corpl. 
Conrad Creek, 
John Smith, O. S. 
John Anthony, O. S. 
Isaac Ormsby, 
Jacob Briggs, 
Peter Burns, 
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William Boswell, 
Silas Braman, 
Consider Bushee, 
Andrew Brown, 
Nathan Button, 
Isaac Curliss, 
Jonathan Crandall, 
Barnabus McDermut, 
Samuel G. Dyer, 
John Dennis Durnier, 
William Emmerson, 
John Grier, 
Charles Gray, 
David Greene, 
Edward Harvey, 
Ismael Harris, 
Wm. Holston, 
Patt Hackmitt, 
Wm. Hay, 
Amos Lawrence, 
John Lewis Tongue, 
John Newberry, 
George Nightingale, 
John Ormsbey, 
Wm. Powell, 
James Phillips, 
William Plain, 
John Reid, 
William Roberts, 
Aaron Snow, 
Samuel Sabins, 
Ebenezer Slocum, 
Joshua Woodward, 
Francis Williams, 
Benja. Wiley, 
Michael Macomber, 
Job Sheldon, Sergt. 
John Macomber, 
Peleg Helmes, 
Samuel Cranston, " 
Charles Freeman, Drumr, 
Knight Springer, Fifer. 
John Lawrence, Corpl. 
Ephraim Hoswell, 
Job Palmer, 
Joseph Brown, 
Jonas Barkett, 






Anderson Briggs, 
Andrew Barton, 
Aaron Buck, 
Robert Cass, 
Evan Evans, 
Wm. Goodson, 
Stephen F. Hazard, 
Joseph Merry, 
Nichols Willson, 
Anthony Foster, 
Mathew Henly, 
Paris Corey, 
Mark Noble, 
Cornelius Driskle, 
Joseph Putney, 
Josiah Wilcox, Corpl. 
Abraham Smith, 
Robert Dixon, 
William Smith, 
Joseph Pain, 
George Hughes, 
John Huzzey, 
Richard Septon, 
Michael Kelly, 
Joseph Thrasher, 
Robert Clann, 
Robert McDaniel, 
Ashur Pollock, 
Tibbetts Hopkins, 
Ichabod Howard, 
Cromwell Trafton, 
George Townsend, 
Caleb Weaver, 
Benjamin Reed, 
Luke Hoswell, 
Thomas Swanton, 
Thomas Eldridge, Jun. 
Charles Winston, 
Francis La Jambo, 
Jonah Curtis, Sergt. 
Walter Wigneron, ** 
Joseph Tanner, 
Thomas Bond, 
Henry Turner, Drumr. 
John Seaman s, Fifer. 
Jonathan Briggs, Corpl 
William Thomas, 






(( 



220 



11781.] 



Martin Rogers, Corpl. 

Nathan Billings, 

Abijah Adams, 

Michael Cole, 

William Edwards, 

Salisbury Freeman, 

Job Franklin, 

Robert Hardy, 

Thos. Hatfield, 

Thos. Hill, 

James King, 

Joseph Mathews, 

Daniel Monks, 

Joseph Manning, 

Edward Pain, 

John York, 

David Whitford, 

Wm. Weaver, 

Charles Watson, 

Peleg Johnston, 

Daniel Miller, 

Benja. Fowler, 

Robert Piper, 

Thos. Newall, 

Benoni Taylor, 

Moses Perkins, 

Darius Thiirber, 

Samuel Tallman, 

Wm. Potter, 

Thomas Barney, 

Wm. Rude, 

Saml. Pendock, 

Sylvester Northup, 

Oliver Jaquayes, 

George Angerville, 

James Willson, 

Richard Gooch, 

Simeon West, 

Charles Tompson, 

John Targee, 

Solomon Field, 

Philip Drown, Sergt. 

James Hopkins, 

John Dodge, 

John Allen, 

Timothy Chadsey, Drum. 

Thomas Mitchell, Fifer. 






Paul Clarke, Corpl. 
John Anthony, " 
George Blin, 
Adam Arms ted, 
Philip Aldrich, 
Benoni Bates, 
Tobias Briggs, 
Francis Baptist, 
Clarke Brown, 
Joseph Chase, 
Gideon Carry, 
Peter Collins, 
Prince Eldu, 
David Collar, 
Pearce Donavar, 
John Ellis, 
Wm. Edmonds, 
Nicholas Everet, 
Abijah Ford, 
Wm. Foster, 
Robert Gudgeon, 
John Haney, 
Thos. Herendeen, 
James Hays, 
Nathan Jaquayes, 
George Lockitt, 
Christopher Moore, 
John McDonnold, 
Hugh McDonnold, 
Wm. McCall, 
Louis Molear, 
Magnus Nice, 
John Okey, 
Richard Pritchard, 
Wm. Parker, 
Joseph Remington, 
Benja. Sprague, 
John Sparks, 
Philip Slue, 
George Sennett, 
John Tuley, 
Joshua Tripp, 
John Tout, 
Joseph Wheeler, 
John Wallace, 
Wm. Sullivan, 
John Kirby, 
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Charles Denny, 
Wm. Uutton, Sergt 
John Fisher, 
William Kipp, 
Asa Lewis, 
Sharpo Champlin, Drum. 
Cato Brown, Fifer. 
Benjn. King, Corpl. 
Shu bale Chaffee, 
Benja. Jenkins, 
Brister Arnold, 
Jack Burrows, 
Carlo Bannister, 
Africa Burk, 
Prince Bucklin, 
Prince Bent, 
Benoni Bates, 
Cudjo Champlin, 
James Clarke, 
James Carpenter, 
Peter Daley, 
Ezekiel Diamond, 
William Prank, 
Robert Groram, 
Pero Greene, 
Newport Greene, 
Jack Greene, 

Prince Greene, 

Prosper Gorton, 

Sharpo Gardner, 

Benoni Hathaway, 

Prince Hammond, 

William James, 

Prince Jencks, Drum. 

Jack Minthorn, 

Sias Mauney, 

Solomon Martha, 

Jacob Ned, 

Toney Phillips, 

David Potter, 

Brister Rhodes, 

Prince Randol, 

Dick Rhodes, 

Jabez Remington, 

Cuff Roberts, 

Reuben Roberts, 

Prince Rodma&i 



Eliphalet Shelby, 
Prince Sayles, 
Britain Salterson, 
Henry Tayboar, 
Plato Vandoran, 
Prince Vaughn, 
Ceasor Wells, 
Prince Watson, 
Rufus Allen, 
John Bristor, 
Joseph Brown, B. 
Levi Ceasor, 
Prince Clark, 
Sampson Cozzens, 
Solomon Ceasor, 
Joshua Dick, 
Peleg Dexter, 
John Harry, 
Harry Morris, 
William Negus, 
Abram Perry, 
John Quaco, 
Sias Rodman, 
London Slocum, 
Daniel Sharp, 
Thos. Sambo, 
Prince Slocum, 
Adam Sole, 
Job Tobias, 
Prince Thompson, 
Leinbuck Tillinghast, 
James Hale, Sergt. 
Seth Fisher, 
Anthony Jenks, 
Thomjts Greenwood, 
Scipio Brown, Drum. 
Cuff Gardner, Fifer. 
James Tompkins, Corpl. 
Noel Taybour, 
Joseph Smith, 
James Almery, 
Primus Brown, 
Primus Babcock, 
Joseph Bowyer, 
Jack Blinks, 
Asa Babcock, 
John Brooks, 
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July Champlin, 
York Champlin, 
Prince Childs, 
Newport Champlin, 
Jack Champlin, 
Stephen Charles, 
Toby Coyes, 
Ephraim Charles, 
Ceaser Finch, 
Windsor Fry, 
Jere Greene, 
Anthony Griffin, 
Cato Greene, 
John George, 
Robert Holland, 
London Hall, 
Peter Harris, 
Peter Hazard, 
Gideon Harry, 
William Hicks, 
Prince Ingraham, 
Prince Limus, 
John Lewis, 
Paul Langley, 
Pero Morey, 
Henry Maihews, 
Plato McClannelt, 
John Mumford, 
Isaac Michaels, 
James McSparrow, 
Ichabod Northup, 
Samuel Niles, 
Gideon Nocake, 
Henry Niles, 
Bristol Olney, ' 
Philo Phillips, 
Daniel Perry, 
Aaron Peters, 
Mingo Rodman, 
Geasor Rose, 
Mingo Robinson, 
Primus Rhodes, 
Thos. Reynolds, 
George Robbins, 
Tack Sisson, 
Cuff Slayde, 
Simeon Simons, 



Thomas Sachem, 
Ceasor Updike, 
Primus Watson, 
Nathaniel Weeks, 
Jack Watson, 
Boston Wilbour, 
Solomon Wanton, 
Guy Watson, 
Jack Warden, 
Ceasor Weasel, 
Thomas Nichols, 
Sigbey Richmond, 
Benja. Fitch, 
Michael Ephraim, 
Richard Booth, 
Jacob Hazard, 
Charles Westcot, 
Thomas Angell, 
Wm. Pearce, 
Wm. Chadsey, 
James Hitt, 
Levi Winter, 
Pharaoh Hazard, 
James Northup, Fifer, 
Benja. Buffington, 
Joseph Perkins, 
Stephen Aldrich, 
Griffin Spencer, 
Jonas Barker, 
Samuel Sweet, 
Rufus McEntire, 
Thomas Durfee, 
John Brown, 
Levi Hicks, 
David Hicks, 
William Barnes, 
Job Shearman, 
Caleb Cap well, 
Philip Weston, 
John Boles, 
William Howard, 
William Tyler, 
Pero Sprague, 
Henry Carter, 
Thomas Melony, 
Prince Power, 
Prince Angell, 
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Dublin Briggs, 
Bridget Stoake, 
James Niles, Junr. 
Scipio DeWolf, 
Charles Schuyler, 
Samuel Lawton, 
Abner Blackmarr, 
Samuel Davis, 
James Mitchell, Sergt. 
John Chace, 
Samuel Merithew, 
John Eld ridge, 
Pompey Rives, 
Saml. Benjamins, 
John Cadnor, 
Joseph St. Perigo, Fifer. 
Thos. Van Leeden, 
William King, 
Francis Cavan, 
Tabor Corey, 
John Pullman, 
Joseph Robbins, 
John Wait, 
Bristol Luther, 
Fortune Stoddard, 
Thos. Hart, 
Simon Whipple, 
Elias Brown, 
Enoch Place, 
Jonathan Solton, 
Isaiah Plank, 
Benoni Hawkins, 
Solomon Rofee, 
Caleb Kin yon, 
Abner Blackmarr, Junr. 



John Horsley, 
Jehu Pomp, 
Levi Grant, 
Jonathan .lefferds, 
Cato Stanley, 
Cujff Greene, 
James Booiiy, 
Peleg Wat son J 
Nathan Jones, 
Isaac Coggshall, 
Theodore Popple, 
Branderich Sreadrnan, 
Jeremiah Whaley, 
Jonathan Lewis, 
Peter Crouch, 
Ebenezer Moore, 
Richard Herrenden, 
Joseph Smith, Junr. 
Leicester Wheeler, 
Samuel J«»hnson, 
Stephen Shippey, 
Mintas Craiidall, 
Silas Bates, 
Jonathan Herrenden, 
John Roherts, 
John Still, 
Simon Berton, 
Moses Keasick, 
Ceasor Kady, 
Prince Clark, 
Cornelius Stagg, 
Francis Gould, 
Nathaniel Hall, Fifer, 
Cuff Arnold. 

(620 names.) 



This regiment wintered at a place which they called ** Rhode 
Island Village," in New York, where they remained until they 
began their march westward. It appears by the ** Adjutant's 
return," they arrived at the **Camp, before York," Oct. 1, 
178L The regiment therefore must have been immediately 
placed on duty after its arrival. 

Before, however, we proceed with our sketch of events at 
Yorktown, we must go back to Newport, and notice some 
events that took place at Newport and Providence. 
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In March, this year, Gen. Washington paid a visit to Count 
de Rochambeau, at Newport, and from thence came to Provi- 
dence. Louis X7I. had created him a Lieut. General in the 
French army, and invested him with the command of the 
French troops in this country. 

The General arrived at Newport on the 6th of March, and 
was recived by Rochambeau and the citizens in the most dis- 
tinguished manner. We have in our possession a letter from 
an old and respectable citizen of Newport, who was an eye 
witness,* and who describes his reception as follows : — 

" The landing of Gen. Washington here, at the time in ques- 
tion, was at Barney's Ferry, as you go on to Long wharf from 
Gravelly Point, the Long wharf itself having been mostly 
laid waste by the British. Gen. Rochambeau and the princi- 
pal French officers received the American General as he land- 
ed at Gravelly Point, and from that point up the parade as 
far as Clark street, the French troops were drawn up in two 
lines, in fine order, and forming a right angle at Clarke street; 
the lines extended through that street to the house of the late 
Wm. Vernon, Esq., the quarters of the French General. From 
my position at the time, which was on the parade, I saw Gen. 
Rochambeau with his principal officers, aiding Gen. Wash- 
ington as he passed up between the lines — all with their hats 
in their hands, as they passed the whole distance to the resi- 
dence of the French General, now that of Mr. S. B. Vernon. 
General Washington's uniform was blue and buff, in the Amer- 
ican style of the times. The night after the arrival of Gen. 
Washington, the town was illuminated; the cupola of the 
State house was brilliantly lighted, but the rest of it was dark, 
being used as an hospital and having only board windows. — 
The stores all through the town were thrown open, and the 
Generals and their principal officers went through the streets, 
preceded by thirty boys, who, as the weather was calm, bore 
blazing candles in their hands ; and upon arriving at the Gen- 
eral's quarters they opened right and left, and the procession 
having passed through. Gen. Washington stopped on thedoor- 

* Mr. Thomas Hornsby. 
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step, and in the most graceful manner thanked them for their 
attention — a most grateful reward to that band of young re- 
publicans. Gen. Rochambeau gave a splendid ball* to Gen. 
Washington, which was attended by the most prominent fam- 
ilies in Newport.'* 

In addition to the facts given in the above letter, the New- 
port Mercury, of March 10, 1781, says — '* that General Wash- 
ington was received at the ferry, in Jamestown, by the Admi- 
ral's barge and conducted on board his ship, and was saluted 
by a discharge of cannon from the Admiral's ship." The same 
paper also says, " that in consequence of orders from the Court 
of France, he received all the honors that were paid to the 
Prince Royal or Marshal of France — greater than which could 
only be rendered to the King." 

Washington's visit to Newport was, however, altogether of 
a business character, to make arrangements with Rochambeau 
for the coming campaign, and to concoct the military opera- 
tions for the allied armies, but still he visited many of the in- 
teresting localities in the neighborhood of that ancient town. 
He sympathized with the inhabitants for the losses they had 
met with by the Vandal depredations of the British army, and 
they paid him every respect due to his exalted station and 
moral worth. 

A committee of the citizens waited upon him and presented 
him with an address, to which he made a reply. 



committee's address. 



To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armeies of the Thirteen 
United States of Amanca. 

Sir, — The inhabitants of the ancient town of Newport, 
warmed with the purest sentiments of esteem and respect, 
beg leave through their committee, to congratulate your Excel- 
lency upon your arrival at this town, the capital of the State 

* The Lady whom Washington selected for his partner to open this ball, ever pre 
served the dress she wore on the occasion, as we have been informed, unaltered, until 
the day of her death. 

15 
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of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations; permit us to 
assure your Excellency, that words are inadequate to express 
the joy which your presence has infused into the hearts of our 
fellow citizens. Happily guided by the Supreme Director of 
the American Councils, your Excellency was placed at the 
head of their armies : our gratitude is greatly due to Heaven 
for the protection of your Excellency's person through all 
those scenes of danger and enterprise incident to war, and 
which your Excellency has sustained with a patriotism and 
fortitude unparalleled in the page of history. 

We will not cloud the festivity of this day by enumerating 
the scenes of lawless rapine and devastation, which have so 
peculiarly marked the steps of a tyrannical and rapacious 
enemy in this town.— The thought merely occurs, as it de- 
prives us of affording your Excellency some further manifes- 
tations of our sincere regard. 

Suffer us here. Sir, because we know it must give your Ex- 
cellency a most sensible pleasure, to express the happiness 
this town has enjoyed with the army and fleet of our illustri- 
ous ally, who have, by the wisdom and prudence of their com- 
manders, as well as their own most zealous inclinations, allied 
themselves to us, not as soldiers only, but as friends and citi- 
zens; armed with a most righteous cause, engaged for all that 
men hold most dear, what blessings may not America, under 
the auspices of a kind and overruling Providence, be led to 
expect from the future exertions of your Excellency, the mili- 
tary ardor of our American troops, and an army and fleet of a 
most generous and magnanimous ally, thirsting for glory, and 
eager to bleed in the cause of liberty and mankind. 

We congratulate your Excellency upon the late signal suc- 
cesses of the American arms by land, and those of our allies 
by sea. May the succeeding campaign be productive of the 
end of all our efforts — liberty, peace, and independence to the 
United States of America, and happiness to all mankind. 

Christopher Ellery, 
William Channing, 
William Taggart, 
Solomon Southworth, 



> Committee. 
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To which Gen. Washington returned the following answer : 

To Christopher EUery, William Channing, William Tag- 
gartj and iSolomon Southworlh, Esqrs. 

Gentlemen, — ^Among the distinguished honors which have 
a claim to my gratitude since my arrival, I have seen with 
peculiar satisfaction those eflfusions of esteem and attachment 
which have manifested themselves in the citizens of this an- 
cient town. 

My happiness is complete in the moment that unites the 
expressions of their sentiments for me with their suffrages in 
favor of our allies. 

The conduct of the French army and fleet, of which the in- 
habitants testify so grateful and so afiectionate a sense, at the 
same time that it evinces the wisdom of the Commanders and 
the discipline of the troops, is a new proof of the magnanimity 
of the nation. It is a further demonstration of that generous 
zeal and concern for the happiness of America which brought 
them to our assistance, a happy presage of future harmony, — 
a pleasing evidence that an intercourse between the two na- 
tions will more and more cement the union by the solid and 
lasting ties of mutual affection. 

I sincerely sympathize with you, gentlemen, in lamenting 
the depredations suffered by this town while in possession of 
the enemy, and heartily join you in those liberal wishes, the 
accomplishment of which would soon more than restore it to 
its former flourishing condition. 

Accept my acknowledgments for the polite and obliging 
manner in which you have been pleased to communicate to 
me the sentiments of your fellow citizens, and the assurance 
of my warmest esteem for them and for you personally. 

G. Washington. 
Newport, 8th March, 1781. 

From Newport Gen. Washington went to Providence ; he 
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arrived there on the 13th of March, accompanied by Major 
General Howe and several other gentlemen of the army; he 
was met at the lower ferry, now Washington Bridge, by a 
number of gentlemen, and escorted to the house of the Honble 
Jabez Bbwen, whose guest he was during his visit ; he was 
saluted on his arrival by a discharge of thirteen guns. In the 
evening the town was illuminated, and the next day an ele- 
gant entertainment was given at the Stale House, which he 
honored with his presence. 

During his visit the following address was presented to 
him: — 

To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in" 
Chief of the Armies of the United States, 

The subscribers in behalf of the town beg leave to address 
your Excellency upon your arrival in this place. 

Your Excellency's great military abilities, your unquestion- 
able patriotism, and the perfect confidence of a free people-^ 
just entering into a war with a most formidable foe— induced 
Congress to place you at the head of the American armies. 
The appointment gave us the most sincere pleasure, and we 
gratefully acknowledge that kind Providence, which in the 
most arduous enterprises, and through all the dangers of your 
situation, hath preserved a life so important to the United 
States. 

We beg leave to assure your Excellency that we will mani- 
fest our attachment to your Excellency and the great cause in 
which we are engaged, by exerting the utmost of our abilities 
in enlisting and supporting such a force, as with the aid of our 
generous allies, will be sufficient to bring the war to a happy 
issue. 

That your Excellency may be the glorious instrument of 
eflFecting this most desirable event, which will carry your name 
down to posterity with a fame equal to that of the most cele- 
brated heroes of antiquity, and that you may long enjoy the 
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honors which will be paid you by a grateful country, are the 
sincere prayers of your Excellency's 

Most obedient and humble Servants, 

Nicholas Cooke, 
Jabez Bowen, 
Jonathan Arnold, 
John I. Clarke, 
Nicholas Brown, 
Providence, March 14, 1781. John Brown. 

To which address his Excellency returned the following 
answer : — 

To the Honble Nicholas Cooke, and others. Inhabitants of the 
Tovm of Providence. 

I am happy in the opportunity which your address affords 
me, of testifying to you how deeply I am penetrated with those 
demonstrations of attachment which I have experienced from 
the inhabitants of this town. 

The confidence and affections of his fellow citizens are the 
most valuable and agreeable reward an individual can receive. 
Next to the happiness of my country, this is the most power- 
ful inducement I can have to exert myself in its services. — 
Conscious of a sincere desire to promote that great object, how- 
ever short of my wishes the success of my endeavors may 
fall, I console myself with a persuasion, that the goodness of 
my intentions in some measure justifies your approbation. 

The determination you are pleased to express of making 
every effort for giving vigor to our military operations, is con* 
sonant with the spirit that has uniformly actuated this State. 
It is by this disposition alone we can hope, under the protec- 
tion of Heaven, to secure the important blessing for which we 
contend. 

With sincere gratitude for your sentiments and wishes to- 
wards me, I beg you to accept the assurances of that perfect 
esteem and regard with which I have the honor to be 

Gentlemen, 

Your most ob't and humble Serv't, 

Geo. Washington. 
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Washington's visit at Providence was short, but the people 
of the town and vicinity had an opportunity of seeing the man 
who, as it has been justly remarked, was ** first in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen." 

After the departure of Washington, every thing remained 
quiet in this stale, except that alarms were often occasioned 
by expected attacks from the enemy. But troops were sta- 
tioned, by order of the General Assembly, on Rhode Island 
during the summer, to repel any that might be made. The 
greatest alarm was at the time the traitor Arnold burnt New 
London ; but his thirst for revenge seems to have been satis- 
fied with the murders he then and there committed, and the 
destruction of property he caused to be made. 

We have in one or two instances, noticed the brutal treat- 
ment American prisoners met with from the British, as well 
as their implacable hatred of the " rebels," and of their dispo- 
sition to trample upon the rights of humanity as well as the 
laws of war. It would seem from their conduct that they 
intended to crush every exhibition of patriotism in a rebel foe, 
and to punish bravery as if it had been a crime. Many a poor 
rebel, when by the fortune of war, he happened to be made a 
prisoner, was tortured into a submission which his soul ab- 
horred. Many a poor prisoner had no alternative but close 
confinement in a dungeon, or an enlistment to fight his own 
country. Many had to choose between slavery and death. 
The facts which have come to our knowledge from those who 
have been confined on board of their prison ships, have been 
sufficient to convince us that humanity was wholly excluded 
from British policy, as well as a sense of justice and honor 
from the British mind ; for not only on board of prison ships, 
but everywhere else, it would seem as if brutality was both 
meat and drink to them. Lieut. Col. Ledyard was killed this 
year with his own sword, after he had surrendered at the 
attack on New London, and the whole garrison shared the 
same fate. The circumstances attending the death of Col. 
Haynes, was another instance of appalling barbarity. Col. 
Isaac Haynes of South Carolina was hung as a traitor, because 
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he was faithful to his country. At the fall of Charleston he 
had voluntarily surrendered. But this was not enough. The 
British commander presented him the alternative, either to 
become a " British subject," or to be put into a close prison. 
The situation of his family was such at the time, that he was 
obliged to choose the former, but with the express understand- 
ing that he should not be obliged to take up arms against the 
United States. Nor did he, although ordered to do so several 
times. As long as the British were in possession of that sec- 
tion of the country. Col. Haynes kept his pledge faithfully, 
but when they had been driven away by the American troops, 
he thought himself absolved from his temporary allegiance to 
the British king, and he thought so upon the principle estab- 
lished by the legislature of Rhode Island in May, 1776, that 
where there was no " protection," there was no " allegiance." 
Hence being chosen a Col. of a regiment of militia, he again 
took up arms, but unfortunately was captured by the British. 
Without any trial except a mock inquiry by Lord Rawdon, he 
was ordered to be hung ; and he was executed on the 4ih of 
August, in the most ignominious manner as a traitor to the 
British king. He was denied even a soldier's death, and a 
soldier's grave. In his death, however, he showed how Ameri- 
cans ought to die. He was followed to the *' cart " by his 
friends, all of whom had supplicated Lord Rawdon to spare 
his life, but to no purpose. 

His execution caused great indignation, and a spirit of 
retaliation could hardly be suppressed. It was thought high 
time that a stop should be put to such barbarity, and the sub- 
ject matter was taken into consideration by Congress, who 
came to the conclusion that the law of retaliation must be put 
into execution, and they passed the following resolutions : 

September 18/A, 1781. 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Varnum, Mr. 
Livermore, Mr. Atlee, to whom were referred the letter of the 
26th of August from Major General Greene, and the letter of 
the 17th instant from the Lieutenant Governor of South Caro- 
lina, it was resolved as follows : 
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The United States in Congress assembled, viewing with 
abhorrence the barbarous and unexampled conduct of the 
British commanders in the late murderous and wanton execu- 
tion of Col. Haynes, a citizen of the state of South Carolina, 
and being impressed with the necessity of putting a stop to 
such violations of the laws of nattions and arms : 

Resolved, That the conduct of Major General Greene, in 
taking necessary measures for retaliation, be and hereby is 
approved. 

Resolved, That Major General Greene be, and hereby is 
authorized to take the most prudential measures in reforming 
and completing the corps of South Carolina and Georgia stale 
troops. 

A report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. 
Duane, Mr. Varnum, to whom were referred several motions 
on the subject of retaliation, together with two letters, one 
from Major General the Marquis de LaFayette, and the other 
from the honorable Doctor Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States at the Court of Versailles, was taken into 
consideration ; and. 

It appearing from the depositions of Humphrey Mechambor, 
Ranson Savage, Thomas Wood, Jesse Farrar, and Thomas 
Duffy, that the enemy are in the daily practice of forcing such 
Americans as have been captivated into their own sea service 
by the most pointed cruelties: It also appearing from the 
letter of the Minister Plenipotentiary of these United States at 
the Court of Versailles, that American prisoners in Great 
Britain are increasing in number by the transportation of them 
thither from New York, and the refusal of the British Admi- 
ralty to exchange Americans for any British prisoners not 
taken by American armed vessels ; and it further appearing 
that no regular cartel hath hitherto been established : — 

The foregoing facts being taken into consideration, and it 
being further recollected, that besides these proofs of British 
inhumanity, the files of Congress abound with instances, in 
which American citizens have been sacrificed in noisome dun- 
geons, for their inflexible patriotism in refusing to assume 
arms against their country : 
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Resolved, That the board of war be, and are hereby di- 
rected to set apart five hundred British prisoners, including a 
due proportion of officers, to whom exchange shall be denied, 
until the American prisoners now in Great Britain, be returned 
to these states by exchange or otherwise. 

It will be seen that the preceding resolutions point to other 
practices of the British equally detestable. They had been in 
the practice for several years before this of transporting pris- 
oners from New York to England, and then and there forcing 
them into their service if possible; and if found inflexible in 
refusing, to plunge them into a dungeon, and let them perish ! 
As early as June, 1778, in a correspondence which took place 
between General Sullivan and General Pigot respecting the 
prisoners taken at the time Bristol and Warren were burnt ; 
General Pigot gives General Sullivan to understand that unless 
the prisoners are soon exchanged, they would be sent to New 
York, where it was well known, they would be put on board 
the '* Jersey," or transported to England. Several thousand 
American prisoners perished on board this prison ship during 
the war; how many in England was never authentically 
known. 

All eyes were now turned towards the seat of war in the 
South, and to the operations of the allied armies. This was 
the first campaign in which the allies moved and acted in con- 
cert; and great hopes were entertained as to the result, and in 
these great expectations the country was not disappointed. 
Our principal object in these sketches was to place Rhode 
Island in a proper position with regard to the efibrts she made 
in the Revolutionary struggle, which history has failed to do ; 
and with this object to confine ourselves to events which took 
place in this State; and to notice some of the most prominent 
acts of our Legislature to sustain the contest, as well as the 
movements of the people, — and thus far we have adhered to 
(mt plan, with one or two exceptions ; but we now must be 
permitted to follow the Rhode Island troops out of this State, 
to Yorktown, in Virginia, and notice some of the events and 
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achievements at that place, so far at least as they are con- 
nected with Rhode Island valor. It would be foreign to our 
purpose to notice all the movements of the armies this year, 
before they were brought together at the siege of Yorktown. 

Lord Cornwallis, after marching through the Caroiinas, 
made Virginia the seat of war. It was his intention to reduce 
the Colony of Virginia to a state of subjection in the same 
manner he had done the Carolinas ; but while in the execution 
of this plan, he received orders from General Clinton to reem- 
bark a part of his troops for New York. Clinton had been 
advised that the ^'allies" were coming upon him, and he 
wished for more troops. Clinton was deceived designedly in 
this belief At length after various marches, Cornwallis en- 
trenched himself at Yorktown. 

The Admiral Count de Grasse, was expected by Washington, 
but this expectation was not known to the enemy. Count de 
Grasse arrived in the Chesapeake on the 28th of August, with 
25 sail of the line, and blocked up the mouths of James River 
and York River, and the British at Yorktown. When Count 
de Grasse' arrival was made known to Washington, he marched 
with all speed from New York towards Virginia, and was 
there in season to cooperate with the French army against the 
enemy. General Clinton at New York attempted to make a 
diversion in favor of Cornwallis, and sent the traitor Arnold 
against New London, which he burnt, and committed at the 
same time some most horrid butcheries. But this did not 
divert Washington from his plan. The allies laid siege to 
Yorktown in a regular manner and began operations. These 
were pursued with such regularity and vigor, that on the 19th 
of October, Lord Cornwallis surrendered his whole army con- 
sisting of about seven thousand men. 

The events at Yorktown have been so often and so graphic- 
ally recorded in history, that we do not feel called upon to 
notice them any farther than the storming of two redoubts, 
and we should not do this but to render justice to the valor of 
the men of Rhode Island. The storming of these two redoubts 
is thus described by an elegant historian.^^ 

« Botta. 
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" The besiegers had already commenced the labors of the 
second t)arallel, and their activity seemed to increase every 
day. They were now but three hundred yards from the 
place. The English endeavored to arrest them by a deluge of 
bombs and balls. But the artillery of the first parallel kept 
up so heavy a fire, that the besieged, far from being able to 
interrupt the labors of the second, soon beheld all their batte- 
ries upon their left flank dismounted. This event was the 
more prejudicial to them, as it was against that very part that 
the allies directed their principal attack. In order to complete 
their trenches, it remained for them to dislodge the English 
fifom the two advanced redoubts, of which we have made 
mention above. Washington gave orders that they should be 
carried by assault. With a view of exciting emulation between 
the two nations, the attack on the redoubt upon the right was 
committed to the Americans, and that of the other to the 
French. The American detachment was commanded by the 
Marquis de LaFayette, and by Col. Hamilton, Aid-de-camp 
of the Commander in Chief, a young man of the highest expec- 
tation. They were accompanied by Col. Laurens, son of the 
former President of Congress, who was at that time confined 
in the Tower of London. He was also a youth of the fairest 
hope, and would infallibly have furnished a brilliant career if 
an untimely death had not snatched him from his family, and 
from his country. 

"The Baron de Viomesnil, the Count Charles de Damas, and 
the Count de Deux Fonts, commanded the French. The 
Commanders addressed their Soldiers a short exhortation to 
inflame their courage; they represented that this last efibrt 
would bring them to the term of their glorious toils. The 
attack was extremely impetuous. On its success depended in 
a great measure that of the siege. Relying entirely upon their 
bayonets, the Americans advanced with unloaded arms ; they 
passed the abattis and palisades without waiting to remove 
them. The English, astonished at so much audacity, attempted 
in vain to put themselves upon defence. The humanity of the 
conquerors, equaled their courage; they granted life, to all 
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those who demanded it, notwithstanding the cruelties recent- 
ly committed at New London. Young Laurens gained great 
credit upon this occasion, and personally took the command- 
ing officer prisoner. The loss was very moderate on both 
sides. The redoubt upon the left, cost more efforts ; but at 
length, the French chapeurs and grenadiers, animated by the 
example of their chiefs, carried it with the bayonet. This 
double conquest, was no less useful to the allies, than it was 
honorable for their arms. Washington presented the two reg- 
iments of Gatinois, and Deux Fonts, who had contributed to 
it, with the two pieces of cannon which they had taken. The 
besieged made no attempt to recover the two redoubts. . The 
besiegers hastened to include them in the second parallel, 
which before the next morning, was entirely completed. The 
situation of the garrison was become so critical, that it could 
no longer hope for safety. Cornwallis foresaw perfectly, that 
when the besiegers should have opened the fire of the batteries 
of their second parallel, all means of resistance would fail him. 
The greater part of his artillery was dismounted, broken, or 
otherwise disabled; the walls were crumbled into the ditches; 
in a word, almost all the defences were razed. Having lost 
the use of his heavy artillery, the British commander gave 
with difficulty, some sign of resistance by firing at intervals, 
with his howitzers and small mortars." 

The part which Capt. Stephen Olney of the Rhode Island 
Line took, and the men under him, in this enterprise, was not 
noticed at the time, in the manner most agreeable to the sol- 
dier; we have often heard Capt. Olney in his life time, speak 
of this, we have also often conversed with some of his men, 
particularly with John Strange, who when he made a declara- 
tion to obtain a pension, made a statement of this particular 
service. It was perhaps one of the most daring and hazard- 
ous enterprises undertaken during the war. Capt. Olney was 
a brave but a modest man, he did not complain of the injus- 
tice done him, at the time, in the orders of the day, but he felt 
it, to the day of his death. And it is in fact rather extraordi- 
nary that LaFayette himself, should not have been more 
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careful in doing justice, to the most efficient officer of this for- 
lorn hope. 

Capt. Olney informed us, as well as John Strange, that 
when the column began its march towards the redoubts, it 
was slow, silent and solemn, giving every one an opportunity 
to reflect, and prepare his mind for the worst. 

Under all the circumstances it was indeed a *' forlorn hope," 
and the **hope" of surviving tlie most "forlorn'' of all. The 
redoubts were well manned, and the palisades thick. John 
Strange told us, he was the first to press through them, but 
we suppose there was not much difference in the time when 
both Capt. Olney and Strange, presented themselves within 
them. As soon as Capt. Olney got through, he called out in a 
loud voice for " Capt, Olney^s company to form hereP This 
was done, to make the enemy believe there were other compa- 
nies, besides his. No sooner had he spoken, than he received 
several stabs from bayonets, one in his abdomen, through 
which his bowels began to protrude, and he was obliged to 
hold them in by his hand. At this moment, John Strange in- 
formed us he shot down a man who had hif gun leveled at 
Capt. Olney's head ; by this time, most of his men had got in- 
side, and the enemy soon surrendered. They made quick 
work of it ; Capt. Olney informed us the French were much 
longer in taking the redoubt assigned to them. The storm- 
ing and taking of these two redoubts, was a brilliant affair, 
and the deliberate manner in which it was done, made it more 
so. There was nothing now in the way, to prevent the cap- 
ture of the whole army of the enemy, but to save blood and 
carnage, Cornwallis surrendered. 

Capt. Olney was carried to the hospital, and in a short time 
recovered from all his wounds, and again joined the army. 
But strange as it was, his bravery was overlooked in the 
"General orders of the day," an afi*ront which he, as a milita- 
ry man, could never forgive 

The news of the surrenaer of Lord Cornwallis with his 
whole army, spread like wild-fire throughout the whole coun- 
try, and produced joy and exultation, wherever it was car- 
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riei The moral effect of this victory was powerful beyond 
all calculation ; it revived the hopes of the despairing ; it dissi- 
pated all doubts as to the final result of the contest, and laid 
the foundation for an honorable peace. England was satis- 
fied that Lord Chatham told but the truth, when, years before, 
he declared they " could not conquer America." Many a faint- 
hearted man, who had remained thus far "on the fence," un- 
decided what course to pursue, now ** jumped off" on the side 
of liberty and independence. There was no apprehension 
now, as to the future. 

Washington's official account of this victory, arrived in 
Philadelphia on the 24th, and was immediately laid before 
Congress, and being read, the following resolution was passed 
unanimously : " Resolved^ That Congress will, at two o'clock 
this day, go in procession to the Dutch Lutheran Church, and 
return thanks to Almighty God for crowning the allied arms 
of the United States and France with success, by the surren- 
der of the whole British army under the command of Earl 
Comwallis." 

On the same day a committee was raised to report, in their 
" opinion, the most proper mode of communicating the thanks 
of the United States in Congress assembled, to Gen. Washing- 
ton, Count De Rochambeau, and to Count de Grasse, for their 
effectual exertions in accomplishing this illustrious work." 

On Friday, October 26th, Congress issued a " proclamation" 
for a general thanksgiving throughout the United States. The 
committee appointed to prepare this proclamation, consisted of 
Mr. Witherspoon, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Varnum, and Mr. 
Sherman. This proclamation, which, as has been supposed, 
was from the pen of Mr. Witherspoon, is so pure and perfect 
in its character, and originating as it did from such a chaste, 
classic, and devotional mind, we cannot do better in closing 
our sketches for 1781, than to give it a place in this connec- 
tion. 

PROCLAMATION. 

** Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God, the Father of 
mercies, remarkably to assist and support the United States of 
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America in their important struggle for liberty, against the 
long continued efforts of a powerful nation: it is the duty of 
all ranks to observe and thankfully acknowledge the interposi- 
tions of his providence in their behalf Through the whole 
of the contest, from its first rise to this time, the influence of 
divine providence may be clearly perceived in many signal 
instances, of which we mention but a few. 

" In revealing the councils of our enemies, when the discov- 
eries were seasonable and important, and the means seeming- 
ly inadequate or fortuitous; in preserving, and even improving 
the union of the several states, on the breach of which, our 
enemies placed their greatest dependence ; in increasing the 
number; and adding to the zeal and attachment of the friends 
of liberty; in granting remarkable deliverances, and blessing 
us with the most signal success, when affairs seemed to have 
the most discouraging appearances ; in raising up for us, a 
powerful and generous ally, in one of the first of the European 
powers; in confounding the councils of our enemies, and suf- 
fering them to pursue such measures, as have most directly con- 
tributed to frustrate their own desires and expectations ; above 
all, in making their extreme cruelty to the inhabitants of these 
states, when in their power, and their savage devastation of 
property, the very means of cementing our union, and adding 
vigor to every effort in opposition to them. 

"And as we cannot help leading the good people of these states 
to a retrospect on the events which have taken place since the 
beginning of the war ; so we recommend in a particular man- 
ner to their observation, the goodness of God in the year now 
drawing to a conclusion. In which the confederation of the 
United States has been completed ; in which there have been 
so many instances of prowess and success in our armies, par- 
ticularly in the Southern states, when, notwithstanding the 
difiiculties with which they had to struggle, they have recov- 
ered the whole country which the enemy had overrun, leaving 
them only a post or two on or near the sea ; in which we have 
been so powerfully and effectually assisted by our allies, while 
in all the conjunct operations the most perfect harmony has 
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subsisted in the allied army ; in which there has been so plen- 
tiful a harvest, and so great abundance of the fruits of the 
earth of every kind, as not only enables us easily to supply 
the wants of our army, but gives comfort and happiness to the 
whole people ; and in which after the success of our allies by 
sea, a general of the first rank, with his whole army, has been 
captured by the allied forces under the direction of our com- 
mander-in-chief. 

"It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart 
the thirteenth day of December next, to be religiously observed 
as a day of thanksgiving and prayer ; that all the people may 
assemble on that day, with grateful hearts, to celebrate the 
praises of our gracious Benefactor ; to confess our manifold 
sins ; to offer up our most fervent supplications to the God of 
all grace, that it may please him to pardon our offences, and 
incline our hearts for the future to keep all his laws; to com- 
fort and relieve all our brethren who are in distress or captivi- 
ty ; to prosper our husbandmen, and give success to all en- 
gaged in lawful commerce ; to impart wisdom and integrity to 
our councillors, judgment and fortitude to our officers and sol- 
diers; to protect and prosper our illustrious ally, and favor our 
united exertions for the speedy establishment of a safe, honor- 
able and lasting peace ; to bless all seminaries of learning, and 
cause the knowledge of God to cover the earth, as the waters 
cover the seas." 
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SECTION VIII. 
[1782.] 

As before observed, after the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at 
Yorktown, there was but little fighting. In England the tide 
of public opinion was set decidedly against making any fur- 
ther efforts to subjugate the " rebels." The policy which had 
been pursued by Lord North was universally condemned. It 
had broken the ties and severed from the British Empire thir- 
teen of her colonies, which had become united, and had been 
acknowledged as an independent people by several of the most 
powerful nations in Europe. There was now no hope of 
conciliation ; all attempts with that object in view had failed, 
and there was no alternative but to continue the war, or to 
treat with the United States as an Independent sovereignty 
and as an equal in the scale of nations. This was very gall- 
ing to English pride. It was said that when John Adams was 
first presented to George the third, as Minister from the United 
States, the king was much embarrassed. He little thought, 
perhaps, that such would be the final result of Lord North's 
policy — ^that he should ever be compelled to acknowledge the 
" rebel " advocate of the Declaration of Independence, as an 
accredited minister at his court. But such was the fact ; now, 
one of the rebels stood before him in a character which his 
own dignity, as well as the courtesy and custom of nations, 
compelled him to respect. John Bull was humbled, he felt it, 
he showed it in his actions for some time. 

But to return to Rhode Island, as we have before observed, 
the town of Newport was left in a most wretched condition by 
the British army ; houses had been torn down and used for 

16 
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fuel ; churches had been desecrated ; the beautiful forests on 
the island had been cut down, and orchards of fruit trees had 
been destroyed, — in fact this ancient town, the pride of New 
England and the paradise of America, was but a wreck and 
shadow compared with what it was before the invasion. So 
great had been the destruction of property, that the General 
Assembly, at their June session this year, appointed a com- 
mittee to estimate the damages wantonly done bj*^ the enemy 
to the inhabitants. This committee after investigation, made 
a report that the " property destroyed was estimated at one 
hundred twenty-four thousand, seven hundred and ninety-eight 
pounds, thirteen shillings and Jive pence, silver money. ^^ They 
presented a schedule of losses of individuals making up that 
amount. Such had been the ravages of the British army on 
Rhode Island ! 

As before observed, there was not much want of a military 
force this year, but still the General Assembly ordered two 
companies — Captains Dayton's and Miller's — to be stationed 
on the Island ; these companies were on duty at Newport un- 
til the winter of '82. There was also a Guard of forty men 
enlisted for four months, under the command of Ensign Pierce, 
which received pay and rations as other troops during the sum- 
mer. 

In November the French army returned from the westward. 
The General Assembly ordered suitable accommodations for 
its passage through the state, and every attention was paid to 
the officers and soldiers that gratitude could suggest. Very 
different were the connection and feelings between the Ameri- 
cans and the French from those between the English and the 
Hessians. We looked upon the French as friends, who came 
to our rescue in the hour of need, and who assisted us in our 
glorious struggle. But the Enghsh looked upon the Hessians 
as hirelings, bought, as Earl Chatham said, ** in the shambles 
of a foreign market," and when their services were no longer 
wanted, they were sent home as a slave to his master. Such 
were the poor ignorant Hessians ; they were taught to believe, 
on their arrival here, that the Americans were cannibals, and 
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if they allowed themselves to be taken prisoners, they would 
soon be devoured.* 

On the arrival of the French army from the west, the Gen- 
eral Assembly appointed a committee, who, headed by the 
Governor, waited upon the Commander with the following 
address : — 



To His Excellency^ Count de Rochambeau, Commander of 
the Army of his mx>st Christian Majesty^ in the United 
States, 

The Governor, Council, and Representatives of the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in General Assem- 
bly convened, being excited by the sincerest attachment and 
respect, present their most affectionate and cordial acknowl- 
edgments to your Excellency and the officers of the troops 
composing the army under your command, for the great and 
eminent services rendered since your first arrival in this state. 

Nothing can equal our admiration at the manner in which 
you have participated with the army of the United States in 
the fatigues, toils, and the glory which have attended the allied 
armies, but the magnanimity of the father of his people and 
the protector of the rights of mankind. 

An inquietude at the prospect of your removal would be in- 
expressible, but from the fullest conviction of the wisdom that 
directs the councils of his most Christian Majesty. 

May Heaven reward your exertions in the cause of human- 
ity, and for the particular regard you have paid to the rights 
of citizens, and may your laurels be crowned by the smiles of 

* While the British were in possession of Newport, they established a small guard 
on Canonicnt Island ; in this guard were several Hessians : it so happened that this 
guard was captured by the Americans, and made prisoners of war. When the prison- 
ers were marched to the boats, it was observed that one of the Hessians appeared to 
be dreadfully agitated, and continued so for some time ; upon ascertaining the cause 
of this, it was found that this poor Hessian expected to be devoured alive. He had 
been told and he believed, that if taken, he would be eaten by the Americans, who 
were cannibals ! This poor Hessian found out his mistake, and instead of being exr 
changed, preferred to live here, and his descendants are now among us,, respectable 
inhabitants. 
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the best of Kings and the grateful feelings of a most generous 
people. 

Done at the General Assembly, at Elast Greenwich, this 27th 
day of November, A. D., 1782, and in the seventh year of In- 
dependence. 

I have the honor to be, in behalf of the Council and Repre- 
sentatives, with great esteem and respect, your Excellency's 

Most ob't and very humble Serv't., 

WiLLUM Greene, Governor. 
By order. Samuel Ward, Secretary. 

To which address Rochambeau made the following reply : 

Providence, Nov. 28, 1782. 

To the Governor, Council, and Representatives of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 

Gentlemen, 

It is with inexpressible pleasure that I and the troops un- 
der my command, have received the marks of esteem and of 
acknowledgment which you are so good as to give to the ser- 
vices which we have been happy enough to render to the 
United States jointly with the American army, under the or- 
ders of General Washington. 

This State is the first we have been acquainted with. The 
friendly behavior of its inhabitants now, and at our arrival 
here, will give them always a right to our gratitude. 

The confidence you have in the wisdom and views of our 
Sovereign, as to the disposition and march of the troops, must 
likewise assure you that on no occasion whatever he will sep- 
arate his interests from those of his faithful allies. 

Ls Comte De Rochambeau. 

During the winter following, the French army were en- 
camped in the vicinity of this City, in North Providence, 
between the two Pawtucket turnpikes, — relics of their camp 
are still to be seen. Every exertion was made to render their 
•encampment comfortable, and we believe their winter quarters 



[17 8 2.] 245 

were satisfactory. In the ensuing spring they embarked at 
Boston for their native country. 

Although in the New England and Middle States no light- 
ing was expected, yet it was necessary that the Rhode Island 
regiment should be kept full, and that important posts should 
be kept well garrisoned. Enlistments were therefore ordered 
for " nine months " for this purpose. 

We have the " Muster and size Roll" of those who were 
enlisted in Rhode Island for this period, and who were station- 
ed at Ticonderoga, until their times expired. Each town in 
the state had its quota assigned to it, and the following is a 
list of the names of those who enlisted, and the towns from 
whence they came. The roll also contains a complete descrip- 
tion of every recruit and the places of nativity, casualties, &c., 
but these must be omitted. 

Muster and Size Roll of Recruits enlisted for the Town of 

Newport for the campaign of 1782, 

Walter Burns, Bartholomew Jackson, Jr. 

Albro Martin, Samuel Johnston, 

Benja. Cole, Edward Fitzgerrald, 

William Gardner, William Craft, 

James Flannagin, Samuel Edward, 

John Walford, Samuel Edes. 
Barney Matts, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Portsmouth. 

James Allen, Samuel Billings, 

William Purlivant. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Tiverton. 

Gideon Tabor, Saml. Soule, 

Thomas Manchester, Thomas Cary, 

Danl. Lake, Ichabod Simmonds, 

John Manchester, Giles Lake, 

Jotham Rounds, Sanford Hart. 

Muster and Size RoUfor the Town of Little Compion. 

William Brownell, Richard Peirce, 

Isaac Peirce, David Maxfield, 

Job Manchester, Stephen Manchester, 

Gardner Brownell, Gideon Coggshall. 
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Muster and Size Roll for the Toum of Providence. 

Jeremiah Stone, Aholiab Branch, 

Job Stone, Hezekiah Herrenden, 

Howl and Grinnold, Reuben Herrendeen, 

Jesse Ward, Cornelius Havens, 

Thomas Edwards, John Plank, 

William Farr, Jonathan Owen, 

John Fenner, Joseph Chamberlin, 

William Badger, Isaac Starnes, 

Edward Edwards, Thomas Shippee. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Smithjield. 

John Smith, Asaph Bowen, 

Abiather Pollard, Stephen Cowing, 

John Gross, Jona. Cole, 

Chriso. Hawkins, Elisha Ramond, 

Stukely Inman, Ward Williams, 

Stephen Arnold, George Anston, 

Benoni Page, Elie Moffatt, 

Elisha Franklin, David Britton. 
Richard Salsbury, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Scituate. 

Thomas Taylor, Henry Randall, 

John Burlingame, Saml. Miller, 

Elisha Taylor, George Gordon, 

Benjamin Gray, Eliphalett Edmunds, 

Jacob Peck, Micajah Bennett. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Foster. 

Simeon Goodspeed, John Robbins, 

William Dexter, George Greene, 

Ziba Westcott, Joseph Hall. 
Maturian Hopkins, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Gloucester. 

Simeon Walling, Joseph Shipping, Junr. 

Thomas Reynolds, John Earl, 

John Sweet, Jesse Warner, 

Eleana Bowen, James Greene, 

Joshua Vincent, John Irons, 

Joshua Wade, Joseph Ide, 

William Chapman, Stephen Fairfield. 
Welcome Pigsley, 
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Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Cumberland. 

Solomon Hill, Joseph Cooke, 

Jeremiah Peck, Joseph Cummings, 

James Buder, John Field, 

Ezekiel Harris, William Williams. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Cranston. 

Asael Collins, Oliver Knight, 

Nehemiah Randall, Rufus Waterman, 

Stukely Westcott, Daniel Briggs, 

Pardon Abbott, Nathan Burlingame, 

Saml. Westcott, Seth Andrews. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Johnston. 

Jona. Henderson, Benja. Millett, 

Edward Henderson, Emor Dailey, 

Saml. Knight, Arther Stephens. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of No. Kingstown. 

John Jepson, Roger Rathburne, 

Benjamin Albro, Thomas Hammond, 

John Wilkey, Zebulon Tanner, 

John Cole, William Corey, 

John Place, Stephen Albro. 

Mister and Size Roll for the Town of No. Providence. 

Jabez Hawkins, William Hawkins, 

Christian Burgess, Ruben Turtelott. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of South Kingstovm. 

Samuel Lamphere, William Davis, 

James Adams Frazier, Peter Warden. 

Benjamin Hall, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Westerly. 

Wait Sanders, Amherst Crandall, 

James Crandall, Libeus Hall, 

Henry Howard, Hubbard Mason. 
Joseph Crandall, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Charlestown. 

Ephraim Hall. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Richmond, 

Samuel Bliven, George Popple, 

Robert Tift. 
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Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Hopkinton. 

Elkana Meech, Carey Clarke, 

Asa Burdick, William Barber, 

Jonathan White, John Weight. 
William Coon, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Tonm of Exeter, 

Andrew Albro, Samuel Lewis, 

Tibbetts Rathbon, Elias Young, 

Samuel Place, John Gordon, 

William Whitford, Robert Pengo. 
Elijah Sweet, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Bristol. 

Barnard Salisbury, John Mitchell, 

Isaac Ballone, James Johnson. 

William Gladding, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Warren. 

Ephraim Cole, Saml. Loring, 

James Round, William Bowen. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Toum of Barrington. 
Ebenezer Bishop, Comfort Bishop. 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Warwick. 

Henry Straight, Benjamin Howard, 

Rhodes Tucker, Benjamin Utler, 

Daniel Hudson, Stephen Davis, 

George Westcott, Anthony Church, 

George Parker, Abel Bennett, 

Caleb Mathews, James Brown. 
Nathaniel Peirce, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of East Cfreenvnch. 

John Wise, Randall Rice, 

Stafford Scran ton, Abel Gibbs, 

Thomas Sweet, John Nichols. 
Ebenezer Corey, 

Muster and Size Roll for the Town of West Greenvnch. 

Benajah Davis, Hugh Kenady, 

Reuben Nichols, Abel Smith, 

WiUiam Williams, Junr. Saml. Albro. 
John Pullman, 
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Muster and Size Roll for the Town of Coventry. 

Moses Gamett, Jona. Parker, 

Zephaniah Tubs, John Burnesson, Junr. 

Abner Bartholick, James Greene, 

William Lettson, Mansir Greene. 
Benja. Stafford, 

There was some skirmishing at the south in the summer of 
this year — Charleston and Savannah still being in possession 
of the enemy; but it was of no use to him ; his struggling was 
like that of a vanquished foe in the last agonies of despair. In 
one of these skirmishes however, the Americans lost a very 
valuable officer, — Col. Laurens, son of President Laurens, was 
killed August 27, in an insignificant fight with a foraging par- 
ty of the enemy. The death of this distinguished officer was 
much lamented everywhere in the south : and wherever he 
was known he was admired. Like Miles Standish, of puritan 
memory, he was the embodiment of every trait that was " vir- 
tuous, noble and brave." His father. President Laurens, was 
then a prisoner in the tower of London, and Earl Cornwallis 
was constable of the tower ; and yet, curious and strange to 
relate, Col. Laurens was one of the commissioners selected by 
Washington to settle the terms of the surrender of this same 
Cornwallis and his army at Yorktown. This occurrence in 
its singularity, was somewhat like one which took place in 
Rhode Island, relative to the trial of General Spencer. After 
the failure of " Spencer's expedition," in 1777, the General 
Assembly appointed a conunittee to investigate the General's 
conduct ; (we relate the facts as we had them from the vener- 
able President of the Rhode Island Historical Society, John 
Howland, Esq.) On this committee were John Sayles, Esek 
Hopkins, Job Randall, and Gideon Comstock, and the States 
of Massachusetts and Connecticut were also invited to send 
commissioners to attend the trial ; and commissioners from 
these states did attend dccordingly. At the first meeting of 
the board, at Providence, all the commissioners were present 
but John Sayles — ^he was absent ; upon enquiry it was found 
that he was standing guard at Gen. Spencer's head-quarters, 
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as a private soldier, although he was then a State Senator. 
The sheriff was sent to bring him, but he declined to obey the 
sheriff until he should be relieved. General Spencer, however, 
ordered the Captain of the Guard to dismiss him, and Mr. 
Senator Sayles then made his appearance; after being duly 
qualified, took his seat at the board to try his General. It 
would now be thought rather a queer circumstance, that a 
private soldier should be taken off from duty to try his com- 
mander for alledged misconduct ; yet such was the course of 
this trial in the days of the Revolution. 

But to return to the south. The whole state of Georgia had 
been reconquered for somq time, but Savannah was not evac- 
uated until July 11, 1782, and Charleston in December follow- 
ing ; New York was evacuated in November preceding. It 
was then the people had rest. In the north, and in the south, 
in the east and west, the enemy had evacuated or been driven 
from all his posts ; and the inhabitants of the land rested from 
their warlike pursuits, and soon began to feel and enjoy what 
it was to live under a government of their own choice. It 
was a glorious change, and perhaps no nation ever enjoyed it 
more than the thirteen United States did at that time. 

The officers of the Rhode Island Line in the army of the 
Revolution, as well as those of State troops, were taken from 
various classes and occupations in society ; some from profes- 
sional vocations, but more from work-shops and agricultural 
pursuits ; few had a collegiate education, but all were well 
trained in the rudiments of learning. But whatever their pri- 
mary education was, they soon learnt in the camp and in the 
field, what was necessary to make efficient officers; and this 
knowledge they generally soon acquired, — an ardent love of 
country, and a disposition to maintain their rights and liber- 
ties against the encroachments which were made upon them 
by Great Britain, quickened them in acquiring the art of war. 
They became apt scholars in that military school, of which 
the foundation was laid in the battle of Lexington. We may 
look through the annals of history in vain, to find an equal 
number of officers, raised up from all conditions of life, to an 
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emineace of which the most heroic and chivalrous age of the 
world might have been proud. Nor was this eminence the 
result of an ambition to obtain the smiles and favors of roy- 
alty, but to maintain the sovereignty of man, shadowed forth 
in the Declaration of Independence; it was to elevate the 
masses to that equality in the scale of being and enjoyment of 
human rights and civil privileges, which the Almighty intend- 
ed in the creation of the human race. Glorious the contest 
which called forth the energies of our fathers to sustain ! 

Liberty and equality in the old world had been trodden 
down for ages. Until the fourth of July, 1776, there was no 
civilized nation on the earth where the masses were admitted 
to equal rights and privileges ; and even those civil rights they 
were permitted to enjoy were considered as grants rather than 
as natural, inherent, or to which they were born, and existing 
only in grant were liable at any time to be recalled. Indeed, 
all through the dark ages, and since, the '' divine right of 
kings " to govern was admitted to be the true doctrine of hu- 
man government by Church and State. — Grecian liberty, such 
as it was, fell a sacrifice to Roman power, and for centuries 
Roman liberty existed only in name. At length, all was buri- 
ed in papal darkness and superstitions. The union of church 
and state, under Constantino, after he embraced Christianity, 
resulted in a death blow to liberty and true religion. It would 
indeed be difficult to decide from which Christianity received 
the greater injury, from Pagan or Papal Rome. For more 
than six hundred years, from the year 600 to 1200 of the 
Christian era, gross darkness covered the political world, and 
the religious world fared no better. The great and glorious 
light which sprang up in the "hill country of Judea," in the 
beginning of our present era, and which was set for the " light 
of the world," became all but extinguished during that period, . 
at least so far as respected its beneficial influence upon man- 
kind. Gross darkness covered the people. They knew but 
little more than their beasts of burden. They had but little 
knowledge of those natural rights with which the Almighty 
had clothed them, were studiously kept ignorant of all those 
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great truths which expand the soul ; and of that noble destiny, 
for which man had been created, and probably would have 
remained so but for a providential discovery. 

It has been said that during the dark ages, in the year A. D. 
1130, long after the fall of the Roman empire, the Pandects of 
Justinian were discovered in an obscure town* in Italy, where 
they had lain concealed for centuries, and from this time learn- 
ing began to revive. These pandects, among other things, 
contained a code of the " civil law," and the study of this 
alone was sufficient to awake men out of the sleep of ages. 

But it was not until the dawn of the Reformation, that men 
began really to feel and understand the end of their creation. 
Until this era, as has been remarked, the millions considered 
themselves as born '* bridled and saddled" for the pleasure of 
the few " booted and spurred to ride." There seemed to be 
an impassable gulf between the privileged few and themselves. 
But the dawn of science broke the spell. In after times, pa- 
pal infallibility and other religious dogmas could not stand 
before the artillery of Luther, and the doctrine of the divine 
right of kings was overthrown wherever it came in conflict 
with intelligence. Yet, strange to tell, two centuries have not 
yet passed away, since this doctrine was boldly maintained 
and considered orthodox in Great Britain, and in many king- 
doms it is still so considered. But truth must and will pre- 
vail, for, 

" The eternal years of God are hers^''* 

and it is nothing but the want of intelligence in the masses 
how, that prevents the downfall of tyranny throughout the 
world. 

The doctrine of equal rights had been thoroughly discussed 
for a century before our Revolution, and the meaning of the 
old distich 

'* When Adam dely^d and Eye span, 
Where was then the gentleman ? " 

was as well understood in the days of Oliver Cromwell, as it 
was in our own Revolution, or is now, and the truth that this 

4f Amalsi. 



[17 8 2.] 253 

old saw teaches, stands at the head of our Declaration of In- 
dependence ; and so long as it holds that position, there will 
be no danger of any hereditary distinctions. It is one of those 
" self evident truths " set forth in that immortal state paper, 
that " all men are created equal," — and as long as this truth 
is acknowledged and made the foundation of political action, 
there can be no fear of any of those unnatural and invidious 
distinctions which are found in European governments, which 
the above old proverb virtually condemns ; and our federal 
constitution wisely prohibits the United States, as well as any 
individual state, from making any such distinctions, or from 
granting any titles of nobility. 

But we will proceed with our sketches. It seemed meet 
that we should run oflf our track a little to notice some remote 
historical facts, yet connected with the progress of liberty. 

It would be an interesting yet arduous task to write out the 
lives of the Rhode Island officers of the Revolution, but we 
have not the materials or time for such an undertaking, nor 
3id such a work enter our thoughts during our professional 
intercourse with many of them. We might have collected 
materials for an ample volume, had we entertained such a 
design, but our intercourse was mostly of a business character 
in the prosecution of their claims. Besides those who belonged 
to the Continental line of the army and the Rhode Island bri- 
gade of state troops, there were many officers in the militia 
whose conduct on many occasions was of the most meritorious 
cast. Among those we might mention were Col. Jabez Bowen, 
(afterwards Lieutenant Governor of the State,) who command- 
ed a regiment in the winter of 1777, stationed at Pawtuxet : 
Col. Amos Atwell, of Providence : Col. Joseph Noyes, of Wes- 
terly, and Col. John Waterman, of Warwich — the latter com- 
manded a regiment which drove the British from the Island 
of Prudence at the time Wallace landed and burnt the houses 
on the island. We might also mention Capt. Burrington An- 
thony, who commanded a company in Portsmouth at the time 
of the invasion of the island of Rhode Island, who was taken 
prisoner shortly afterwards and confined in prison for more 
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than a year, at Newport, for refusing to acknowledge George 
III. to be his rightful sovereign. He was repeatedly oflfered a 
release from prison if he would take the oath of allegiance, 
but he peremptorily refused. 

There were also commanders of the minute men whose con- 
duct was very meritorious ; — among them we can name Capt. 
Elisha Waterman, of Cumberland, who distinguished himself 
in the skirmish on Prudence. Capt. Waterman afterwards 
represented the town of Cumberland in the Legislature. But 
we must stop and proceed to give some notices of the more 
distinguished officers in the army. 
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GENERAL GREENE. 

At the head of Rhode Island officers, stood Major General 
Nathaniel Greene. It is generally conceded, that in point of 
moral worth, and those talents so essential in a military com- 
mander, Gen. Greene stood second only to the commander-in- 
chief. 

General Greene was first appointed a Brigadier, in the ^'ar- 
my of observation," of Rhode Island, in May 1775; but early 
in the revolutionary contest, he was promoted to a higher 
rank. On the 9th of August, 1776, he was promoted to the 
rank of Major General, by Congress. William Heath, Joseph 
Spencer, John Sullivan, and Nathaniel Greene, were all elect- 
ed Major Generals the same day. The three first named, had 
the command of the troops in Rhode Island at diflferent times, 
and in 1778, in Sullivan's expedition. Gen. Greene was on the 
Island of Rhode Island, and fought the battle on the 29th of 
August, with the British and Hessians. 

On the 2nd of March, 1778, Gren. Greene was appointed 
Quarter-Master General, an office of great responsibility, but 
which he discharged with honor, and to the satisfaction of his 
country, until his resignation. On his appointment to this of- 
fice, Congress further resolved, that he retain his rank, as 
"Major General in the army." Congress were determined 
not to lose his services in the Line, should they be wanted, 
and they were always in great demand. He was sent to a 
very important command, after this — to the command of the 
army in the south, where he gathered unfading laurels. Sev- 
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eral biographies of Gen. Greene have been written, and the 
writer has understood that one is now preparing for the press, 
by one of his descendants, which no doubt will be a valuable 
acquisition to history and literature. 



GENERAL VARNUM. 

Gen. James Mitchell Varnum, was another distinguished 
officer in the Rhode Island Line. He was first appointed a 
Colonel in the ** army of observation," of Rhode Island, but on 
the 21st of February 1777, he was appointed by Congress, a 
Brigadier. He was taken from the legal profession, and was 
among the few officers of Rhode Island, who had had a colle- 
giate education. He was a graduate of Rhode Island college, 
now Brown university, and as appears by the catalogue, was 
in the first class that graduated from that institution. After 
his collegiate course was finistied, he studied law, and entered 
upon the practice at East Greenwich. His talents were of 
the highest order, and he soon gained a reputation as an advo- 
cate, which secured him a just recompense for his labors. His 
eloquence was of the most impassioned kind, and it seldom 
failed to accomplish its object. 

General Varnum was first appointed a Brigadier by the 
General Assembly of Rhode Island, but shortly afterwards, re- 
ceived the same appointment from Congress. On this occa- 
sion, he received a very complimentary discharge from the 
state service, as appears from the following preamble and re- 
solve. " Whereas, the appointment and commission of Brig- 
adier General James M. Varnum, in the service of this state, 
has been suspended, by his being appointed to the same rank 
in the Continental army, — this assembly do therefore in grate- 
ful remembrance of his services, vote and resolve that he be 
dismissed from his said appointment, and that he be paid to 
the time his pay commenced in the continental service." 

General Varnum continued in service, until he resigned his 
commission in 1779. It appears from the records of Congress 
that his resignation was accepted March 5th of this year. 
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He was subsequently elected Major General of the militia of 
Rhode Island, which office he held for a number of years. In 
April 1780, he was elected by the General Assembly a mem- 
ber of the Continental congress, of which he was a leading 
member — his name often appears on very important commit- 
tees. 

On Friday, Oct 26th, 1781, soon after the surrender of Lord 
Comwallis, he was placed on the committee with Dr. Wither- 
spoon and others, to prepare a proclamation for a ''General 
Thanksgiving." This chaste and classic production, so per- 
fect in its character, as we have before observed, was sup- 
posed to be from the pen of Dr. Witherspoon, yet no doubt, 
thoughts from the elegant and classic mind of Varnum were 
introduced. This was, and has always been considered a 
model proclamation for the purpose it was issued. 

In consequence of some diflference of opinion between Gen. 
Varnum and his constituents, respecting the best way of sup- 
porting the war and replenishing the Treasury, he was super- 
seded as a member of Congress. This arose from the diflferent 
views taken of the following resolution of Congress, passed 
Feb. 3d, 1781. "Resolved, that it be recommended to the 
several states, as indispensably necessary, that they vest a 
power in Congress, to levy for the use of the United States, a 
duty of five per cent, ad valorem, at the time and place of im- 
portation, upon all goods, wares, and merchandises of foreign 
growth and manufactures, which may be imported into any of 
the said states, from any foreign port, island or plantation, 
after the 1st day of May, 1781 ; except arms, anununition, 
clothing, and other articles, imported on account of the United 
States, or any of them ; and except wool cards and cotton 
cards, and wire for making them ; and also except salt, during 
the war." 

" Also, a like duty of five per cent, on all prizes and prize 
goods, condemned in the Court of Admiralty of any of these 
states, as lawful prize ; that the monies arising from the said 
duties, be appropriated to the discharge of the principal and 
interest of the debts already contracted, or which may be 

17 
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contracted, on the faith of the United States, for supporting 
the present war : 

That the said duties be continued, until the said debts shall 
be fully and finally discharged." The great question was 
whether Rhode Island would agree to adopt this resolution, 
and levy five per cent, ad valorem, on the importation of mer- 
chandise, for the benefit of the United States. It was a ques- 
tion upon which a great deal could be said on both sides ; this 
is perceptible at a single glance. In Rhode Island, this reso- 
lution found a strong advocate in Gen. Varhum, and an oppo- 
nent equally strong, in Judge David Howell. Each one 
produced his " strong reasons," pro and am. Those against 
adopting the resolution prevailed. Although it had been 
adopted by a number of states, Rhode Island decided against 
it. In May 1782, Judge Howell was elected a member of 
Congress, and took his seat June 7th ; and probably he owed 
his election to the successful stand he took against the '* 6 per 
cent ad valorem duty," the importing and farming interests, 
both being opposed to it. It would seem that even at that 
early day, the farmers had received the impression that con- 
sumers had to pay the impost duties, in the increased price of 
articles imported and consumed. 

But it is not our purpose, nor do we intend, to enter into the 
political questions of that day. We mean in our sketches and 
reminiscences of the officers of the Revolution, to confine our- 
selves to their military character solely. Our business is with 
the officer, not the statesman or politician, and to this plan we 
have adhered. We have mentioned the fact of General Var- 
num's differing from a majority of his constituents, upon a 
great political question, as a very common occurrence, and as 
one, where they were as likely to have been in error as their 
Representative. In politics and religion, men must be allowed 
to differ. There is no way to get along peacefully, except by 
allowing this privilege. 

After his military life was ended. Gen. Varnum returned to 
the practice of the law at East Greenwich, which he followed 
with great success. His greatest efibrt at the bar, was in the 
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celebrated case of Trevitt vs. Weeden.* It is said his elo- 
quence in this case was almost superhuman. This case 
involved the constitutionality of certain acts of the General As- 
sembly to enforce what was called in those days the paper 
money system. The court decided the acts to be unconstitu- 
tional. 

In 1786, General Varnum was again elected a member of 
Congress, and while there, was very active in the discharge of 
his duty. In the year following, he was appointed one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the north western, territory, 
under the ordinance of 1787, and settled at Marietta, where 
he lived until his death, which took place, as we have under- 
stood, about two years afterwards. 



GENERAL CORNELL. 

General Esekiel Cornell was another officer of the Revolu- 
tion, whose meritorious services deserve a more extended no- 
tice, than we are able to give. He resided in Scituate, and 
was in 1775, appointed Lieutenant Col. in Col. Hitchcock's 
regiment in the "army of observation," and was subsequently 
appointed by the General Assembly, Brigadier General and 
commander of the Rhode Island Brigade of State troops, 
which was raised during the invasion. General Cornell was 
a self-made man. In his youth he had but few of those ad- 
vantages for obtaining an education, which are now enjoyed. 
We have understood from one of his most particular friends 
and associates in the army, that he was his "own schoolmas- 
ter," and yet he attained to a respectable standing in literary 
acquirements. He was the first to promote the establishment 
of a public library in Scituate, and the cause of education in 
that town, and it was principally through his efforts, that a 
valuable library was established. We have been informed by 
many of the officers and soldiers who served under him, that 

* A pretty fnU report of this case, together with the speech of Gen. Vamnm is con- 
tained in his biography, ably written by Wilkins Updike, Esq. 
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he was a man of strong mind and good common sense, and in 
a military point of view, cool and deliberate, and a good disci- 
plinarian. The officers under him, well knew that they must 
perform their duty. 

This Brigade was of great service during the invasion. It 
was stationed at various places on both shores of the bay, and 
often prevented the marauding propensities of the British sol- 
diery from being gratified by timely resistance. It was in 
service three years and three months, and was disbanded 
March 16th, 1780. 

In the year following. General Cornell was elected a mem- 
ber of Congress. We have understood, he never was much of 
a speech maker, but his natural good sense caused his opinions 
to be highly respected, especially as to the mode of conducting 
the war. He was made chairman of the military committee, 
a very important post, and its duties were arduous, but he 
discharged them faithfully, and acceptably to Congress, and 
to the country. After the war, we believe he retired to his 
farm in Scituate. Gen. Cornell was a mechanic when he en- 
tered the army, but in those days, it was considered that 
''worth made the man," whatever his occupation. He de- 
parted this life, many years since, highly respected, and much 
lamented. 

COLONEL HITCHCOCK. 

Col. Daniel Hitchcock was another brave and accomplished 
officer of the Revolution. He was appointed Col. in the " ar- 
my of observation,*' and continued to hold that rank, until 
his death. His career was short but glorious. He died in 
New Jersey, soon after the battle of Trenton, having been en- 
tirely prostrated and overcome by the hardships and privations 
he suflfered in the campaign of 1776 ; a campaign, which, to 
use the words of John Howland, Esq., who was in it, " tried 
both body and soul." 

We have conversed with the soldier who waited upon him, 
in his last sickness, and was with him when he died ; but we 
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gathered but little respecting his last moments. He died 
away from home, but was surrounded by friends, who admin- 
istered to his wants, and performed every act of kindness that 
friendship could suggest. He was educated at Yale College, 
afterwards studied law, and was called to the bar but a few 
years before he was appointed Colonel He settled in Provi- 
dence, opened an office, and began his professional career with 
good prospects, and under favorable circumstances. He was 
a fine scholar, of refined taste and elegant manners, in fact a 
finished gentleman of the old school. He made a nuncupative 
will a few days before his death, and as this will was made 
and pronounced to be his '^ last will," under such extraordina- 
ry circumstances, and exhibits such a benevolent and public 
spirit, and is withal so brief, we will give it word for word, as 
it stands on record. 

'*! give one half of my estate to the Benevolent Congrega- 
tional Society in Providence. Remainder to be equally divi- 
ded among my brethren. 

Witness. Samuel Armstrong. 

William Holliday. 
Benjamin Boss. 
Morrisiawn, Jammry 10/A, 1777." 

« Morris County, ss. 

Samuel Armstrong, Willam Holliday, and Benjamin Boss, 
personally appearing before me, the subscriber. Governor and 
commander-in-chief of the state of New Jersey, and being 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, do testify and declare that the 
instrument to this annexed, was in their presence and hearing 
published and declared by Col. Daniel Hitchcock, Esq., de- 
ceased, late of the state of Rhode Island, as his last will and 
testament, and the said Daniel Hitchcock declared in their 
presence, and hearing, that through excessive pain and weak- 
ness, he was unable to sign the said instrument, and that to the 
best of their judgment, the said Daniel Hitchcock was of a 
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sound mind, and in his perfect senses at the time of the afore- 
said publication. * 
Sworn to, the 16th day of January, 1777. 

Will. Livingston. 
Samuel Armstrong. 
William Holliday. 
Benjamin Boss." 

This will was proved and approved by the Court of Probate 
of Providence, and administration was granted to carry it into 
eflfect. It ' may be proper to add, Col. Hitchcock was never 
married. One of the witnesses to the will, Benjamin Boss, 
Sergeant in his regiment, was the person from whom we had 
an account of his last sickness, as before observed. 

Col. Hitchcock was a relative of the Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, so 
many years pastor of the Benevolent Congregational Society, 
in Providence. 



COL. CHRISTOPHER GREENE. 

Another uncommonly brave, and meritorious officer in the 
Rhode Island Line, was Col. Christopher Greene; he was 
Col. of the first Rhode Island regiment. He was at first, ap- 
pointed a Lieut. Col. in the "army of observation," but was, 
on the recommendation of Gen. Washington, (a sufficient evi- 
dence of his qualification) appointed a full Colonel in the line. 
Col. Greene was Lieut. Col. of one of the battalions that 
marched from Cambridge in 1775, in the Canada expedition. 
He marched through the wilderness, with Capt. Thayer and 
others, and endured all the hardships that men could endure, 
in their march ; and in the siege of Quebec was taken prisoner 
at the time when Gen. Montgomery fell. (For an account of 
this expedition, see appendix A. in the reminiscence of Major 
Simeon Thayer). As soon as Col. Greene was exchanged, he 
again joined the army ; he commanded the regiment at Red 
Bank, and on every occasion, showed uncommon bravery; but 
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unfortunately he was surprised by the enemy and murdered. 
The account of this tragedy which we had from one of his of- 
ficers, was as follows — In the winter and spring of the year 
1781, Col. Greene's regiment was stationed at a place they 
called ** Rhode Island village," in the state of New York. 
There was an advanced post^ about ten miles on Croton river 
where a part of the regiment were stationed. Col. Greene and 
Major Flag, were with this advanced post. They were both 
in their tents, when attacked by the enemy ; they were at- 
tacked by a corps of Light Horse, early in the morning, before 
it was light. They dragged Col. Greene from his tent, and it 
was supposed in consequence of his making resistance they 
(we can't say killed), murdered him. His body was found in 
the woods, about a mile distant from his tent, cut and man- 
gled in a most shocking manner. Major Flag was killed in 
his tent, most of the men also were cut and hacked in a most 
savage manner. Many of them were enlisted slaves, indeed, 
there were so many slaves in this regiment, that it was called 
" the black regiment." The horsemen used their cutlasses 
only, and as the poor unarmed soldier raised his arm to ward 
off the blow, he received the stroke sometimes on the head, 
and sometimes on the arm, both above and below the elbow. 
One of the regiment informed us that several had their arms 
wholly severed from their bodies. Demon-like the enemy 
gave no quarter if any resistance was made, and nothing 
seemed to satisfy them, but the "blood of the rebels." They 
acted as if they had been a thousand years behind the age, in 
their mode of warfare. This bloody affair took place May 
14th, 1781, as appears by the adjutant's return in our posses- 
sion. The same return also gives the names of a considera- 
ble number of the men whom the enemy made prisoners and 
carried off. 

A remarkable Providence was displayed in the preservation 
of the hfe of the pay-master of this regiment, (Capt. Daniel S. 
Dexter) at that time. Capt. Dexter had intended to have 
gone down to this post, and to have been with Col. Greene, 
the very night he was attacked, in order to pay off the troops 
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in the morning, but in consequence of his horse being taken 
lame, he did not arrive there in time to be massacred. This 
fact we had from the pay-master himself. After the death of 
Col. Greene, Lieut. Col. Commandant Jeremiah Olney took 
the command of the regiment, and continued in command un- 
til the end of the war. 

COL. TALBOT. 

We have already noticed the gallant exploits of Col. Barton 
and Capt. Stephen Olney, and a notice of Col. Topham will be 
found in the appendix, (see note G.) also reminiscences of Col. 
Lippitt, Major Thayer and others. 

There was another Rhode Island officer who stood preemi- 
nently high in the estimation of his country, whose daring and 
gallant exploits gained him an enviable reputation, and whose 
praise was on every tongue. We allude to Col. Silas Talbot. 
We should have been proud to have given an extended bio- 
graphical sketch of this officer, but from the scanty materials 
in our possession we could not do his memory justice ; our re- 
gret, however, is much lessened, as we have understood a gen- 
tleman of Providence is preparing his biography upon a more 
enlarged plan, which, no doubt, will do justice to the subject. 
We must, however, in accordance with our plan, briefly al- 
lude to some of his daring actions. 

He was first appointed a captain in the army of observation 
in 1775. 

In October, 1777, we find by the records of Congress, the 
board of war brought in the following report: '^Resolved, that 
Capt. Silas Talbot of Rhode Island be promoted to the rank, 
and have the pay of Major in the army of the United States, 
in consideration of his merit and services in a spirited attempt 
to set fire to one of the enemy's ships of war, in the North riv- 
er, last year ; and that he be recommended to General Wash- 
ington, for employment agreeably to his rank." At the same 
time, Capt. Talbot was requested to make out an estimate of 
the expense and loss incurred by him. 
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We have never been made acquainted with the particulars 
of this daring exploit, but no doubt it was in keeping with the 
patriotic impulses of his character. It must have been so, to 
have drawn forth such a resolve from Congress, a resolve so 
complimentary. • 

In 1778, Major Talbot performed another feat, which called 
forth the following resolve. 

Nov- lAth. " The marine committee, to whom was referred 
the letter of Major Silas Talbot, brought in a report, whereup- 
on, Resolved^ that Congress have a high sense of the bravery 
and good conduct of Major Silas Talbot of the state of Rhode 
Island, and that of the officers and men under his command, 
in boarding and taking the armed schooner Pigot, of eight 
twelve-pounders, and forty-five men, in the east passage be- 
tween the Island of Rhode Island, and the main ; and that he, 
as a reward of his merit, and for the encouragement of a spirit 
of enterprise, be presented with a commission of Lieut. Col. in 
the army of the United States." 

This brilliant exploit was performed Oct. 17, 1778. The 
Pigot galley was stationed on the east side of the Island of 
Rhode Island, and prevented all communication between the 
shores of Little Compton, and the lower part of Tiverton, and 
the Island. Her capture had long been desired, but no one 
seemed disposed to undertake the business, until Talbot vol- 
unteered his services to Gen. Sullivan for that purpose. The 
following, is Major Talbot's official account of the affair. 

Extract of a letter from Major Talbot, to the Hon. Major 
Gen. Sullivan : dated Stonington, Oct. 19, 1778. 

"I sailed from Providence in the sloop Hawk, on Sunday, 
the 16th inst, with the troops you were pleased to put under 
my command for the purpose of capturing the Pigot galley, 
then lying on the east side of Rhode Island, but the wind 
being light, came to anchor the same evening, under Rocky 
Island. The next day we got through Bristol Ferry to Mount 
Hope. Wednesday night, at ten o'clock, made sail and ran 
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through Howland's Ferry. When we had got as far as Fog- 
land Ferry, hauled down all sail, and drifted through under 
bare poles, to prevent any firing from the enemy's battery on 
Rhode Island, which might have alarmed the galley. We 
happily passed the battery undiscovered, and at half past-one 
in the morning, were within a small distance of the Pigot. 
We were immediately hailed, and the marines in her quarter 
fired upon us ; we reserved our fire, until we had run our jib 
boom through her fore shrouds, then threw in a volley of 
small arms, loaded with musket and buck shot The seamen 
on deck, soon ran below calling for quarter, and those below 
never ventured on deck. My men immediately ran out upon 
the jib boom, from which they boarded her, and carried her, 
without the loss of a man. We soon after made sail, and ar- 
rived the same day in this harbor. 

The Pigot mounts eight twelve-pounders, and had forty-five 
men on board. Her nettings were eight feet above our gun- 
wale. The Capt. behaved with great resolution, and defend- 
ed the sides of his vessel in his shirt and drawers, for some 
time, without a single man to assist him. My men all be- 
haved well ; Lieut. Helme of Col. Topham's regiment behaved 
with the greatest spirit, and was the first man that boarded 
the Pigot. 

The prisoners taken in the Pigot galley were conducted 
here on Monday last, and sent on board the prison ship in the 
river." 

The General Assembly of Rhode Island, also complimented 
him, by passing the following vote at their October session, 
1778. 

'*The General Assembly having the highest sense of the 
good conduct and gallant behavior of Major Silas Talbot and 
Lieut. William Helme and of the rest of the brave officers and 
soldiers who attacked and took the enemy's armed galley ly- 
ing in the east passage, do resolve that the thanks of this Gen- 
eral Assembly be given unto them, for the signal service done 
their country in capturing said vessel, and that a copy of this 
resolve be transmitted to said Major Talbot." 
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Sept. 17th, 1779, — Congress on motion of Mr. Laurens, sec- 
onded by Mr. Armstrong, Resolved^ " that in consideration of 
the distinguished merit of Lieut. Col. Talbot, a commission of 
Captain in the navy of the United States be given him, but 
that his pay and rations as Lieut. Col. cease while actually 
employed in the navy, and that the marine committee be di- 
rected to provide a proper vessel for him as soon as possible.^' 

In Dec. following, the sloop Argo was fitted out for the im- 
mediate defence of Rhode Island, of which Talbot took the 
command, and made a cruise in her, and took several prizes, 
among which, was the brig Betsey, to which Congress, by a 
resolve of March 1st, 1780, relinquished to the officers and 
crew, all the interest which the United States might have in 
her. 

Not long after this, he was taken prisoner, and carried to 
England, where he remained for some time. Before ex- 
changed, he experienced all the tender mercies which the 
British were in the constant practice of showing towards 
Rebel prisoners. He was kept a close prisoner in Dartmoor 
prison, from which after several months confinement, he made 
his escape, through the assistance of some friends, and got 
over safely to France. 

After the battle of Bunker Hill, the British did not attempt any 
further excursions into the country. Boston was surrounded 
with troops on every side. Every avenue to the town was 
guarded, so that the enemy had no possible means of supply- 
ing their troops with fresh provisions, except by water. To 
intercept their supplies coming in this way, Gen. Washington 
ordered several small vessels fitted out to cruise in the harbor, 
the first vessel of this description, and perhaps the first vessel 
of war that was fitted out, was the Brigantine, Washington. 
She mounted ten guns, and was manned by seventy-two men. 
She was fitted out at Plymouth, and the command of her was 
given to Capt. Sion Martindale, a captain in Col. Thomas 
Church's regiment of Rhode Island troops. Liberty was given 
to the men in the Rhode Island regiments to enlist on board 
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this vessel, and the crew consisted mainly of men enlisted from 
Colonels Varaum's, Hitchcock's, and Church's regiments, then 
stationed near Boston. As soon as this vessel was fitted out, 
she was sent to cruise against the enemy, but in a few days 
was taken by a British man-of-war, the '* Foy," of twenty 
guns, and brought into Boston. The crew were then taken out 
of her, and put on board a British frigate ; (the " Tartar,") 
and carried to England to be tried as " Rebels." While on 
the passage to England, an attempt was made by the prison- 
ers to take the frigate, and it would have succeeded, but for 
the treachery of an Englishman, who betrayed them, after 
having sworn secrecy. 

In our professional intercourse with the survivors of the rev- 
olution, we have been made acquainted with the stories of 
several of those same " rebels," and three of them deserve 
particular notice in these sketches, especially as they were 
Rhode Islanders. One belonged to Col. Vamum's regiment, 
and the other two to Hitchcock's. Their names were Israel 
R. Potter of Cranston, John Hawkins of North Providence, 
and William Burlingame of Johnston. 

Potter was one of the ringleaders who undertook to take 
the frigate, but after this, he was put in irons, and kept so 
during the remainder of the voyage, and on their arrival they 
were all put in prison. Potter contrived to make his escape, 
but was retaken. He again made his escape and was again 
captured. He escaped the third time, and by good luck, by 
exchanging his dress, he passed himself off after this, as one 
of the " king's subjects," and was not again molested. As 
he had no way or means of returning to his native country, 
he continued in England, until after the war, and then being 
a married man, he found it difficult to leave. In 1823, after 
an absence of almost fifty years, his wife being dead, he re- 
turned to Rhode Island, and applied to the writer for his 
professional assistance to obtain what was due to him from 
his country. By the regulations of the War Department, be 
was bound to state the battles he was in, while in service ; 
and he made a statement of the part he took in the battle of 
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Bunker Hill. He made a similar one shortly afterwards, in 
an autobiographical sketch, from which we will make an ex- 
tract. It is due to the memory of this brave private soldier, 
who perhaps, — 

'* The rod of empire might hone twatfed^" 

had his birth and education taken place under different cir- 
cumstances, thus to notice the efforts he made in the cause of 
freedom. He was talented as he was daring, and several 
times during the war, carried despatches from our friends in 
England, to Dr. Franklin in Paris ; and it is suflcient evi- 
dence of his honesty, that Dr. Franklin confided to his care 
important letters in return. He was employed in this man- 
ner until all intercourse between England and France was 
prohibited. 

In the battle of Bunker Hill, Potter thus relates the part 
he took. 

^' About noon a number of the enemy's boats and barges 
filled with troops, landed at Charlestown, and commenced a 
deliberate march to attack us. We were now harangued by 
Gen. Putnam, who reminded us, that exhausted as we were, 
by our incessant labor through the preceding night, the most 
important part of our duty was yet to be performed, and that 
much would be expected from so great a number of excellent 
marksmen ; — he charged us to be cool, and to reserve our fire 
until the enemy approached so near as to enable us to see the 
white of their eyes. When within about ten rods of our 
works, we gave them the contents of our muskets, and which 
were aimed with so good effect, as soon to cause them to turn 
their backs and to retreat with a much quicker step, than with 
what they approached us. We were now again harangued 
by * old General Put,' as he was termed, and requested by him 
to aim at the officers, should the enemy renew the attack, which 
they did in a few moments, with a reinforcement. Their ap- 
proach was with a slow step, which gave us an excellent oppor- 
tunity to obey the command of our General, in bringing down 
their officers. I feel but little disposed to boast of my own per- 
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formances on this occasion, and will only say, that after de- 
voting so many months in hunting the wild animals of the 
wilderness, while an inhabitant of New Hampshire, the reader 
will not suppose me a bad or inexperienced marksman, and 
that such were the fair shots which the epauletted red coats 
presented in the two attacks, that every shot which they 
received from me, I am confident, on another occasion would 
have produced me a deer-skin. 

" So warm was the reception that the enemy met with in 
their second attack, that they again found it necessary to re- 
treat, but soon after, receiving a fresh reinforcement, a third as- 
sault was made, in which, in consequence of our ammunition 
failing, they too well succeeded. A close and bloody engage- 
ment now ensued. To fight our way through a considerable 
body of the enemy with clubbed muskets, (for there was not 
one in twenty of us provided with bayonets,) .was now the 
only means left us to escape; the conflict, which was a sharp 
and severe one, is still fresh in my memory and cannot be 
forgotten by me while the scars of the wounds which I then 
received, remain to remind me of it. Fortunately for me, at 
this critical moment, I was armed with a cutlass, which 
although without an edge, and much rust-eaten, I found of 
infinitely more service to me than my musket. In one 
instance, I am certain it was the means of saving my life : 
a blow with a cutlass was aimed at my head by a British officer, 
which I parried, and received only a slight cut with the 
point, on my right arm near the elbow, which I was then 
unconscious of, but this slight wound cost my antagonist at 
the moment a much more serious one, which efiiectually 
dis-armed him, for with one well directed stroke, I deprived 
him of the power of very soon again measuring swords with 
a " Yankee rebel." We finally, however, should have been 
mostly cut ofi*, and compelled to yield to a superior and better 
equipped force, had not a body of three or four hundred Con- 
necticut men formed a temporary breast- work with rails, &c., 
and by this means held the enemy at bay until our main 
body had time to ascend the heights, and retreat across the 
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neck. In this retreat I was less fortunate than many of my 
comrades ; I received two musket-ball wounds ; one in my hip 
and the other near the ankle of my left leg. I succeeded, 
however, without any assistance, in reaching Prospect Hill, 
where the main body of the Americans had made a stand, 
and commenced fortifying. From thence, I was soon after 
conveyed to the Hospital at Cambridge, where my wounds 
were dressed and the bullet extracted from my hip by one of 
the surgeons. The house was nearly filled with the poor fel- 
lows who like myself, had received wounds in the late engage- 
ment, and presented a melancholy spectacle." 

One might suppose the preceding picture was rather too 
highly colored, but it was in perfect keeping with the san- 
guine temperament and impulsive energy of the man. Had 
not his plan of capturing the frigate Tartar been betrayed, 
there can be but little doubt he would have succeeded, or lost 
bis life in the attempt. 

The characters of John Hawkins and William Burlingame 
were stamped with the same traits as that of Israel R. Potter. 
Hawkins enlisted into Capt. Silas Talbot's company, and 
Burlingame into Christopher C. Olney's, in the eight months' 
service, and both entered on board the Washington at the 
same time, as seamen. They were not so fortunate as Potter 
on their arrival in England as prisoners, to make their escape. 
They were kept in prison until the end of the war ; such was 
the humanity of the British government towards American 
"rebels." 

Burlingame was a married man and had a family when he 
enlisted, and yet he never heard one word from them during 
all the time of his imprisonment. At the termination of the 
war, he was released and came home. He arrived in Boston, 
in the Fall of 1783, after an absence of eight years, and came 
to Rhode Island on foot. When he arrived at home, he 
opened the floor, and saw his wife busily engaged in house- 
hold affairs, not unlike the fabled Ulysses, who, after an ab- 
sence of more than ten years in the Trojan war, found his 
Penelope in like employment. Without making himself 
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known, he asked her if she could inform him what had be- 
come of one Burlingame, who formerly resided there. She 
started and recognizing his voice, fainted. The reader may 
imagine what effect the sight of one supposed for a long time 
to have been dead, would have upon her, connected as she 
was, by the strongest of human ties. 

John Hawkins was released about the same time Burlin- 
game was and came home in 1783, was married in 1785, and 
died, Dec. 10th, 1785; but a few months after he was 
married. 

The widows of Burlingame and Hawkins both availed 
themselves of the provisions made by Congress for widows, 
whose husbands served in the war of the Revolution. At the 
time the latter made application for professional assistance, 
the only evidence she had of the actual imprisonment of her 
husband in England, was an old Bible presented to him when 
a prisoner, by the " London Bible Society," and some entries 
therein, made by him at the time. This relic he brought 
home with him and it was sent by the writer to the War De- 
partment as evidence in her claim. The witnesses by whom 
the fact of imprisonment might have been proved were all 
dead. 

We have already noticed the characteristic efforts of Gen. 
Barton and Capt. Stephen Olney, and in the appendix will be 
found some reminiscences of Major Simeon Thayer, of Col. 
John Topham, Col. Lippitt, and others. Through the whole 
of our Revolutionary struggle, the troops of Rhode Island 
were well-disciplined and could be relied on in the day of 
battle. In fact, the bravery of the " old Rhode Island Line " 
was proverbial. In the battles of Red Bank and Spring- 
field, of Rhode Island and Yorktown, their courage was 
tested and found of the purest kind. 

The army, generally, of the Revolution, was composed of far 
better materials than armies usually are. They were not of 
that class in society who enlisted to be supported at the public 
expense, nor did they fight to acquire military glory only, but 
they fought to secure to themselves a country where they 
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could enjoy their rights and privileges free from the abuse of 
power : a country where they could enjoy the fruits of their 
labor without molestation, and where the rod of oppression 
was unknown. In fine, they fought to acquire a country 
where man should no longer be a machine, but man in the 
most exalted sense of the term, and be allowed to live up to 
the purpose for which he was created and to the glory of his 
God. 



CONCLUSION. 

In the preceding pages, we have given a sketch of the efforts of 
the government and people of Rhode Island in the glorious 
struggle for independence. We liave noticed the principal 
Acts of the Legislature passed to sustain it : and in some in- 
stances where it was thought necessary, recited them at length ; 
and we have placed upon record the names of all those be- 
longing to this state, who enlisted in the Continental army 
and slate troops, so far as they have come to our knowledge. 
We thought this a tribute due to the memory of those brave 
men who fought and bled in their country's cause, at a time 

that *' tried men's souls : " and whose motto was, " Liberty 

« 

or death." 

For the last twenty years, our professional intercourse with 
the survivors of the Revolution, has been very extensive, in 
the prosecution of their claims for pensions, bounty lands, 
commutation pay, &c., and we know that their predominant 
motives for engaging in the struggle were, to sustain the great 
principles of human government shadowed forth in the Declar- 
ation of Independence. "Pay and rations" were nothing, 
comparatively speaking, to the success of the great cause. We 
could have filled a volume with anecdotes and stories told us 
of sacrifices made to sustain this cause, but we must forbear. 

18 
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It will be observed, that in the Declaration of Independence, 
no particular form of government is recommended to the peo- 
ple of the United States to be adopted; but their "right" 
only asserted to change any form, when their safety and hap- 
piness required it. The people, therefore, of the several states 
were left free to make choice of any form they thought proper. 
Nor did the " articles of confederation " limit this right The 
people in each of the several states could have adopted any 
form they chose, without any encroachment or violation of 
those articles. They, however, generally speaking, adopted 
the republican form, when they instituted a new state govern- 
ment. It was not until the adoption of the federal constitu- 
tion in 1787, that the people of the United States guaranteed 
to each state in the union " a Republican form of government." 
The federal government went into operation in 1789, and since 
that period it has been, and is, binding upon the people of the 
United States, and upon the people of each individual state. 
Nor can any other form than that presented by the federal 
constitution be adopted, so long as that instrument continues 
to be the supreme law of the land. 

The government of the United States is essentially republi- 
can. The people have so willed it, and no other power can 
rightfully alter or change it. If the people find it inadequate 
to the purpose for which it was instituted, they and they alone 
can change it. No other power on earth can do it peacefully. 
If, therefore, it is changed in any other way, it must be done 
by the sword, or the right of revolution ; and if the government 
be thus changed against the consent of the people, it will be 
but usurpation and tyranny, until the people shall again re- 
store it. 

The theory of our government is the wonder of the philan- 
thropic world. It is what philosophers and philanthropists 
have desired for centuries, but never could see carried into 
effect. Hampden, Sydney, John Locke, and Lord Somers, 
whose writings contributed so much to prepare the way for 
the great revolution of 1688 in England, at least such was the 
opinion of Lord Mansfield, would have rejoiced to see the days 
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we now see in America. But even those patriots and others 
who survived the butcheries of Charles 11. and James 11. saw 
only the first step in the march of freedom. They saw abso- 
hUism put down in England, and English subjects better pro- 
tected in their rights, but they never had a glimpse of Ameri- 
can freedom, — this sight was reserved for after ages and after 
generations and on another continent. Well has it been said, 
recently, by a celebrated French patriot, Lamartine, we be- 
lieve, that ours is a " Model Republic," and so indeed it is. 
It is a model worthy of being copied by every nation in Eu- 
rope, where there is intelligence and virtue enough to sustain 
it; and at present is the only government on earth resting se- 
curely on the will of " Man," — not man individually, as those 
political doctors who preach up the divine right of kings, 
would make us believe, but man collectively, that is the ** peo- 
ple." The will of the people is the foundation upon which 
our Republic is built. The will of the people directs its prac- 
tical operation, and the will of the people can change its form. 
Let those, therefore, who are engaged in its administration be 
careful in the discharge of their trusts, and all will be well. 

Notwithstanding our union, under the federal constitution, 
has stood half a century, still its enemies, both in this coun- 
try and in Europe, are predicting its dissolution. We are pe- 
riodically told this, in this country, just before or during the 
session of a Congress ; but at all times by its enemies in Eu- 
rope, the friends of absolute power. But we predict no such 
thing. Our federal union is not a '* rope of sand," as the ar- 
ticles of confederation were said to have been, but it is as it 
were a chain of iron, chaining every state to the constitution, 
and of such strength that it cannot be broken. One great 
object of the federal constitution was to invest the government 
with power sufficient to maintain itself, not only against foreign 
but internal enemies — (the want of this was a grand defect in 
the articles of confederation) — and it has done so. It has put 
into the hands of the Executive, the whole military and naval 
power of the nation, if necessary to preserve the union. If 
a state, therefore, although a Palmetto lion in strength, 
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should undertake to break its chain, it would soon be driven 
into the ranks — into its cage, so to speak, by Executive power ! 
*^ The union shall be preserved," exclaimed President Jack- 
son to the "nullifiers." The "union shall be preserved," 
echoed the people in every section of the country, and the 
same response will always be given by the intelligent, the vir- 
tuous and the brave. 

But besides this power to maintain itself, the federal consti- 
tution contains several prohibitions^ conservative in their char- 
acter and which will greatly conduce to its longevity. This 
instrument prohibits Congress from passing any laws relative 
to the establishment of religion, or the " free exercise thereof." 
No doubt a ** state religion" strengthens the hands of royalty, 
and it is equally certain it weakens a republic. In a free 
government, in a government based upon public opinion, men 
must be left to worship God ** according to the dictates of their 
own consciences." In religious concernments, men must be 
dllowed to differ, — no human power indeed can prevent it. 
The Emperor Charles V. tried to the utmost, with fire and 
sword and every other means at the imperial command, to 
make people think alike in their religious views, but no man 
was ever better satisfied of his folly in this respect, than he 
was, after his abdication of the throne.'*^ 

After the feddral constitution had been submitted to the 
people, several states refused its adoption until this prohibition 
was introduced as an amendment. 

The prohibition also of any abridgment of the freedom of 
the press, is another provision' in the constitution, of inherent 
strength. No tyrant in Christendom could withstand the at- 
tacks of this powerful engine, if allowed to be exercised with 
the same freedom and to the same extent it is in this country. 
Yet here under our institutions, in this " age of progress," it 

* It was said that this Emperor, after his abdication, possessing a mechanical tarn, 
amused himself in making clocks ; and he tried to make two clocks that should keep 
time exactly alike, but he could not succeed. After trying a number of times, the 
thought occurred to him how foolish he had been in undertaking to make men think 
alike on the subject of religion. If he could not control matter , how much less could 
Jic expect to control the mind. 
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is an useful auxiliary and conservative in its eflfect. If the 
press is used here as an engine for evil, it oftener operates as a 
" safety-valve^^ to let off the malignant passions engendered in 
the human breast, than otherwise. If used for ^ood, its effect 
will be commensurate with its ability and power. No harm is 
done in the former, but great good is accomplished by ^he lat- 
ter course. In fact our republic is armed at all and every 
point, both against external and internal enemies, and if the 
Executive is careful to see " that the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted," as he is bound to do, by his oath of office, there can- 
not be the slighest reason to apprehend that this union will 
ever be dissolved. It never can be, imless by the weakness, 
connivance or corruption of the Executive power. It is, there- 
fore, in bad taste to think, and much more to talk of the dis- 
solution of this union. It is consolidated as the everlasting 
hills. Like Atlas it stands, 

" Though round ita breast the roVmg cloudt are spread^ 
Eternal tunthine tetHet on its headJ*^ 

But ours is not only a " model Republic,*' it is missionary 
in its character and operation. It is stationary, it is true, but 
like ** a city set on a hill" that "cannot be hid;" and its 
light has shone with such continual brightness for the last 
half century, that the darkness of Europe comprehends it and 
feels its power ; and already has this light begun to break in 
pieces that " image," the "divine right of kings," which hath 
caused itself to be worshiped by man for thousands of years, 
trampling upon his rights, and crushing his energies. The 
great who are good, among all nations, are beholding this 
light with feelings of admiration amd astonishment. They are 
hoping and longing that the nation in which they are now 
subjects may be revolutionized, converted^ and become as ours, 
free and independent: that "man" may be sovereign and 
rulers servants : that they may have new governments insti- 
tuted, which shall be for the benefit of the governed, and " de- 
riving its just powers from their consent," and " laying its 
foundation upon such principles as shall affect their safety and 
happiness." 
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The eyes of the civilized world are now upon us. The foe 
to human rights and free governments is watching us with 
the jealousy and hatred of a demon, rejoicing at our calamities 
and maddening at our successes : while on the other hand, 
the friends of liberty and of just and equal rights are cheering 
us onward in the glorious path, which leads to the disenthral- 
ment of nations from the cruelty of despots. 

The sufferings and privations, also, of the soldiers of the 
Revolution ought to stimulate us to preserve this great repub- 
lic, now the light of the world, in its pristine and present gran- 
deur. It is a legacy left us worthy of the character of those 
who acquired it. Within the last thirty years we have had 
professional and personal intercourse with between four and 
five hundred of the veterans of the Revolution. We have con- 
versed with those, who in the depth of winter have marched 
through the snow with shoeless feet, leaving their track spot- 
ted with blood. This was particularly the case with a portion 
of Col. Lippitt's regiment, while marching through New Jer- 
sey, in the never-to-be-forgotten winter of 1776, — we had the 
fact from one of the soldiers whose integrity was not to be 
doubted. We have conversed with those who in the wilds of 
Canada, just before the storming of Quebec, were obliged to lie 
down at night, almost tentless to rest, and in the morning were 
unable to rise, in consequence of their hair having been frozen 
in and adhering to the ice and snow beneath, — we also had 
this fact from most unquestionable authority. We have con- 
versed with others, who have sufiered days and weeks, for the 
want of proper rations and comfortable clothing; when a 
month's pay would hardly buy them a dinner, so depreciated 
was the currency. In fine, whenever and wherever and in 
whatever battles Rhode Islanders were engaged, we have had 
full verbal details of Rhode Island valor and individual ex- 
ploits during the action. But notwithstanding all the priva- 
tions and sufierings, we never heard one solitary soul declare 
that he regretted the part he took in the struggle for Independ- 
ence. Many a one has told us that his " country's cause was 
his own cause, and when he fought for his country, he fought 
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for himself," — he strove for that sovereignty of which he him- 
self was an elementary part, the sovereignty of the people. 

Men of Rhode Island, es^eciaMy yon who are descendants 
of those whose names are given in the preceding pages, be 
watchful of the legacy left you ; remember the cost, the suffer- 
ing, the treasure, the blood ; and frown down every attempt 
that intrigue, dissimulation and corruption shall offer to seduce 
you from your allegiance to your country and to the union ; or 
tempt you to misuse the sovereign power inherent in the 
people and inalienable by the fiat of the Almighty. 

Consider yourselves wedded to the union by such indisso- 
luble ties that no human power can divorce you. The Al- 
mighty in a most remarkable manner has joined these states 
together, and "what God joined together let not man put 
asunder." Look upon that man as a foe, as a traitor, who 
shall by word or deed promote disunion. Warn him to desist, 
but if he still continues, treat him as an ultra enemy to his 
country. 

The people of the United States would not be the only suf- 
ferers in case of the dissolution of the union, — their injuries 
would be great indeed, but the injury to the world would be 
greater. This union in a political point of view, is the light 
of the world, put out this light and man must again grovel in 
darkness, perhaps, for centuries to come. The dissolution of 
this union would cause as great joy among the kings of the 
earth, as its continuance now does among the friends of man- 
kind. Let not, then, the friends and benefactors of mankind 
be disappointed. Remember, " united we stand, divided we 
fall." Let your motto be, " union now and forever." 

We cannot close our remarks on this point better, than by 
introducing several extracts from Washington's farewell ad- 
dress of Sept. 1796. In this address the father of his country 
says : — 

" Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament 
of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to 
fortify or confirm the attachment. 

"The unity of government which constitutes you one people 
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is also now dear to you. It is justly so ; for it is a main pillar 
in the edifice of your real independence, the support of your 
tranquillity at home, your peace abroad ; of your safety ; of 
your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly 
prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes, 
and from difierent quarters, much pains will be taken, many 
artifices employed, to weaken in your miuds the conviction of 
this truth ; as this is the point in your political fortress against 
which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be 
most constantly and actively (though often covertly and in- 
sidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment that you should 
properly estimate the immense value of your national union, 
to your collective and individual happiness ; that you should 
cherish a cordial, habitual and immovable attachment to it, 
accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as the palla- 
dium of your political safety and prosperity ; watching for its 
preservation with jealous anxiety ; discountenancing whatever 
may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be aban- 
doned ; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of 
every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the 
rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the 
various parts." 

** While then every part of our country thus feels an imme- 
diate and particular interest in union, all the parts combined 
cannot fail to find in the united mass of means and efforts, 
greater strength, greater resource, proportionably greater se- 
curity from external danger, a less frequent interruption of 
their peace by foreign nations ; and, what is of inestimable 
value, they must derive from union an exemption from those 
broils and wars between themselves, which so frequently af- 
flict neighboring countries not tied together by the same gov- 
ernment ; which their own rivalships alone would be suflOLcient 
to produce, but which opposite foreign alliances, attachments 
and intrigues, would stimulate and embitter. — Hence likewise 
they will avoid the necessity of those overgrown military es- 
tablishments which under any form of government are inau- 



CONCLUSION. 281 

spicious to liberty, and which are to be regarded as particular- 
ly hostile to republican liberty. In this sense it is, that your 
union ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, 
and that the love of the one ought to endear to you the pre- 
servation of the other. 

"These considerations speak a persuasive language to every 
reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of 
the union as a primary object of patriotic desire. Is there a 
doubt whether a common government can embrace so large a 
sphere ? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere specula- 
tion in such a case,, were criminal. We are authorized to hope, 
that a proper organization of the whole, with the auxiliary 
agency of governments for the respective sub-divisions, will 
afibrd a happy issue to the experiment. 'Tis well worth a 
fair and full experiment. With such powerful and obvious 
motives to union, affecting all parts of our country, while ex- 
perience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there 
will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of those who 
in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its bands." 

" To the efficacy and permanency of your union, a govern- 
ment for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, however 
strict between the parts, can be an adequate substitute ; they 
must inevitably experience the infractions and interruptions 
which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible 
of this momentous truth, you have improved upon your first 
essay, by the adoption of a constitution of government better 
calculated than your former for an intimate union, and for the 
efiScacious management of your common concerns. This gov- 
ernment, the offspring of your own choice, uninfluenced and 
unawed, adopted upon full investigation and mature delibera- 
tion, completely free in its principles, in the distribution of its 
powers, uniting security with energy, and containing within 
itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to 
your confidence and your support. Respect for its authority, 
compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are 
duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. 
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The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to 
make and to alter their constitutions of government ; but the 
constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an ex- 
plicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly ob- 
ligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the right 
of the people to establish government, pre-supposes the duty 
of every individual to obey the established government." 
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NOTE A. 

MAJOR SIMEON THAYER. 

Like many other distinguished officers of the Revolution, 
Major Thayer was a self-made man, the architect of his own 
reputation. His early education had been very defective, but 
his natural abilities were of the finest order. Very soon after 
his entrance into military life, the remark which Major Gen. 
Greene made to General Washington respecting Col. Alexan- 
der Hamilton, might have been made concerning him : '* the 
country will soon hear from that young man," said Gen. 
Greene pointing to Hamilton, and so it was with Simeon 
Thayer, — his country soon did hear from him. From the 
moment he was appointed a Lieutenant in the " Army of Ob- 
servation," in 1775, to the time he retired from the army under 
the " new arrangement " in Jan. 1781, he was ever an active, 
faithful and enterprising officer ; never avoiding, but always 
grappling with danger and difficulty in whatever form present- 
ed, and it was very rarely that he ever failed to accomplish his 
design. He was one of the Captains (for he was soon pro- 
moted to that rank in the Army of Observation) that engaged 
in the " Canada expedition" in the fall of 1775. The plan of 
invading Canada had been determined upon by Congress, and 
two Brigades commanded by two Brigadier Generals — Woos- 
ter and Montgomery — under the direction of Major General 
Schuyler, and three thousand troops, were ordered to invade 
that province by way of the Lakes, march to Montreal, and 
after the capture of that city, to go down to Quebec, where 
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they were to meet another army which Washington designed 
to send from Cambridge, by way of the Kennebec river, and 
through the wilderness. This portion of the plan was pecu- 
liarly Washington's. He thought there must be a way across 
the wilderness in the now state of Maine from the sources of 
the Kennebec to Canada, although that way had never been 
explored, and that an army arriving from such a direction 
would be so unexpected, that not much, if any, opposition 
would be made. He knew, too, that the sympathies of the 
people of Canada were with the Americans, and that a large 
portion of them would rejoice to throw oflf the shackles of Brit- 
ish authority. 

Capt. Thayer was among the first to second General Wash- 
ington's plan, and to induce others to join in the expedition. 
His spirit of enterprise was nothing daunted in view of the 
difficulties before him, and he was ready to meet danger in 
any shape to serve his country. It was not long before two 
battalions, from the army at Cambridge, designed for this ex- 
pedition, were ready to depart. The command of this expe- 
dition was given to Col. Arnold, a man bold and brave, fertile 
in resources, but rash and inconsiderate, being the same man 
who afterwards turned traitor to his country, and whose mem- 
ory is now loathed by every American born in this widely ex- 
tended Republic. It was also said that Col. Aaron Burr, af- 
terwards Vice-President of the United States, was a volunteer 
in this expedition, but this fact is rather apochryphal. 

From a journal kept by Capt. Thayer, never yet published, 
it appears that the expedition started from Cambridge about 
the middle of September, 1775, and consisted of the following 
companies, in two battalions. The first battalion was com- 
manded by Lieut. Col. Christopher Greene, of Rhode Island, 
and the second by Lieut. Col. Enos, of Connecticut. In the 
first were one Major, one Adjutant, and one Quarter-Master, 
and seven companies, viz : — 

Captain Smith's. 
" Hendrick's. 
" Ward's. 
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Captain Topham's. 

" McCobb's. 

'' Hubbard's. 

" Thayer's. 
In the second battalion were one Major, one Adjutant, and 
one Quarter- Master, and six companies, viz: — 

Captain Morgan's. 

" Williams'. 

" Havshett's. 

" Goodrich's. 

'* Dearborn's. 

" Scott's. 
There were also one Surgeon and mate and one Chaplain for 
both battalions. 

It will be observed that in the first battalion were one Lieut. 
Col., Greene, and three Captains — Ward, Topham, and Thay- 
er, — from Rhode Island, and we may suppose a like proportion 
of the other officers and men were from the same state. The 
expedition began its march Sept. 15th, in two divisions, and 
marched to Newburyport, and there vessels were in readiness 
to take them to the mouth of the Kennebec river, where bat- 
teaus were prepared to take them up that river as far as pos- 
sible, together with their munitions of war and provisions for 
their march through the wilderness. The extreme sufferings, 
incredible hardships and privations which the men endured, 
for more than forty days, in going through the woods, with- 
out seeing a single habitation, or a human being, except those 
belonging to their party, are matters of history, and it is not 
necessary in these sketches again to recount them. — They 
were as much as human nature could endure under any cir- 
cumstances. But to their honor be it spoken, their fortitude 
never forsook them, and when they arrived at the height of 
land between the atlantic and St. Lawrence, which separated 
the waters of the Kennebec and those of the river Chaudiere, 
they took courage and pushed onward, notwithstanding all 
their provisions had been exhausted. Indeed for several days 
they had little or no food, but roots and bark of trees gathered 
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in the forest. At length they arrived, after a march of thirty 
miles, to some Canadian habitations, nearly in a state of star- 
vation. As soon as Ool. Arnold arrived among the Canadians, 
himself and the troops were well received and were supplied 
by them with all the necessaries in their power. Col. Arnold 
issued his proclamation, inviting the inhabitants to join in the 
confederacy and unite in the struggle for Independence, — a 
proclamation similar to the one issued by General Montgomery 
and which had been approved by General Washington at 
Cambridge. The Canadians were exhorted to consider the 
Americans as their friends, to furnish the troops with necessa- 
ries for which they should be amply paid. 

As soon as the troops were recruited, they continued their 
march and arrived on the banks of the St. Lawrence, opposite 
Quebec, about the 10th of November. Nothing could exceed 
the surprise which seized the inhabitants of Quebec on their 
arrival. If men had descended from the clouds, it would have 
been considered hardly more wonderful than for these troops 
to come upon them in the direction and manner they did, and 
had Col. Arnold been in a condition to have crossed over the 
St. Lawrence at once, there was such a panic among the in- 
habitants, that the city would have fallen into his hands with- 
out much, if any, resistance. But, Col. Arnold was not in a 
situation to make such an attack ; he was obliged to wait seve- 
ral days; and by this time, the inhabitants had recovered from 
their panic and made preparations for resistance. His efforts 
therefore to take the city were entirely defeated, and he and 
his troops were obliged to retreat up the river, to a place called 
^^ Point au Trembk,^^ and wait for Gen. Montgomery to come 
down. 

From this point we will let Capt. Thayer's journal speak 
for itself. The following is an extract from it, of daily occur- 
rences which took place from November 22d, 1775, to Jan. 1st, 
1776. The part which Capt. Thayer took in the storming of 
Quebec is in perfect keeping with his character, and no doubt 
every fact here stated is strictly true. It is rather singular 
this journal was never published, especially as it sets forth in 
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a favorable point of view, the untiring zeal and energy not 
only of Capt. Thayer, but several other American officers. It 
also mentions several facts not as yet noticed by the historian. 

Extracts, &c. 

November 22d, " The express we sent to Gen. Montgomery 
returned with letters from him. We set a guard of two Lieu- 
tenants and forty men over a river and a bridge between us 
and Quebec. A man belonging to Capt. Topham's company 
who was supposed to be starved to death, returned and in- 
formed us that he and one Olney Hart kept together for some 
time, both sick, and wading through rivers ; after being six 
days from the height of land, Hart was seized with the cramp 
and expired shortly after. Bardeen and five riflemen left him 
dead, and shortly after this met another ; then they espied a 
horse that had strayed away from the man that brought us 
provisions, which they shot and ate heartily of the flesh for 
three or four days, with seven or eight more men that came 
up with us— by which means they fortunately escaped the 
dismal pangs of death, which they partly endured for seven 
days before ; not having any sort of nourishment but roots 
and black birch bark, which they boiled and drank. He in- 
formed us of a man and wife, belonging to the battalion of 
riflemen, being left with twelve more, but the woman returned 
about six weeks afterwards, having left her husband in the 
last agonies of death. 

When reflecting on the dismal marches and the famished 
situation of our troops, it is truly wonderful how we were able 
to endure the hardships with such undaunted courage and 
steadfastness ; and were the Cambridge officers to review our 
men at present, they certainly would consider the hospital 
more proper for them than the field, though recruiting very 
fast. I am willing to think if once clothed and refreshed a 
little, I would be as eager as ever ; though many having their 
constitutions racked, are in such a condition as never to be 
capable of enduring half what they have done hitherto. This 
place is called ** Point au Trembled The church is dedicat- 
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ed to St Nicholas. Two of our volunteers began this day 
their journey homewards. 

Nov. 23d. Col. Arnold called a council of war to choose a 
committee to examine into the conduct of Col. Enos and his 
detachment. 

Nov. 2ith. Had intelligence of four armed vessels beating 
up the river from Quebec ; a canoe and a sergeant with six 
men were despatched to Gen. Montgomery with the intelli- 
gence, who was coming to join us with the troops under his 
command. 

Nov. 25th. The Hunter, sloop of war, in conjunction with 
a brig and a schooner, hove in sight and came to, off Point au 
Tremble. 

Nov. 26ih. This day the above vessels stood up the river, 
in order to obstruct Gen. Montgomery and his party fromcom* 
ing down. Seven or eight masters of vessels that came from 
Quebec brought a proclamation of Gen. Carlton's, the purport 
of which was as follows : " That every man who would not 
take up arms and defend the city, should be proclaimed as 
traitor to his country, be obliged to depart in four days from 
the district of Quebec, have their goods confiscated and their 
persons liable to the law." 

The sailors were obliged to do soldier's duty on shore. 

Nov. 27th. Our detachment was ordered to hold themselves 
in readiness to march at a moment's warning. Last night 
Lieut. Brown was detached on some business, and returned 
this morning with four cows, four calves, two horses, and a 
calash belonging to the enemy. 

Nov. 2Bth. Capt. Goodrich, with two subalterns, four ser- 
geants, and sixty-four men were detached to meet Gen. Mont- 
gomery's advanced guards, with nteessary stores, &c., and to 
watch the vessels ; also Capt. Morgap, with a like number of 
men was to go before Quebec to watch their motions. 

Capt. Collwell burnt his own house, in order that we might 
not have the satisfaction to quarter in it, as we had done be- 
fore, — a poor malice tending to his own disadvantage. 
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Nov. 29ih. Snows hard. Capt. Collwell's clerk was taken 
prisoner, and confirms the afore-mentioned intelligence. 

Nov. 30/A-<-Continues snowing. The three vessels that 
vent from Quebec, came down the river again, much to our 
satisfaction. 

Dec. 1st — Intelligence of Gen. Montgomery's sailing down 
the river with five vessels, having fifteen barrels of powder 
and two boxes of lead, was received. 

Dec. 2nd — This day a detachment was commanded to go 
down to Celers, within a league of Quebec, under the com* 
mand of Capt. Hanchet, to carry down the cannon, artillery, 
9tores, and some provisions, in three batteaux, which he ab<- 
ruptly refused, alledging the danger of such an undertaking to 
be too imminent, upon which. Colonel Arnold sent for Capt. 
Topham and myself; enraged at the refusal of the Connect- 
icut ofiSicer, he swore he would arrest him, and desired it as a 
favor of one of us to perform the said command, which we ea- 
gerly accepted, and turning '' head or tail," it happened to fall 
to my lot, equally to my satisfaction, and the vexation of Capt. 
Topham, who was always ready to encounter the greatest 
dangers. I marched down to the nunnery, went on board of 
the vessel and lodged. This day, Capt. Ogden arrived with 
stores of all kinds for the soldiers. Gen. Montgomery hove in 
sight, at nine o'clock came into Point au Tremble ; having 
marched our men to receive him at the shore, he received us 
very politely. He is a genteel appearing man, tall and slen- 
der, quite bald on the top of his head, resolute yet mild, of an 
agreeable temper, and is a virtuous and noble General. 

Dec, 3cif— Orders were given to distribute clothes to the sol- 
diers. I went with the batteaux, which we loaded, and the 
tide serving towards the evening, we cut through the ice for a 
quarter of a mile, and rowed down eighteen miles in the night 
time ; being so cold, we strove with the utmost eagerness to 
row, in order to keep ourselves from being frozen with the cold 
until we reached Cellcrs. Besides, a prodigious snow storm 
rose, so that we separated, and could not come up with each 
other, until I ordered some guns to be fired, by the flashing of 

19 
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which, with the utmost difficulty, we rejoined, and immedi- 
ately making for the shore, the batteaux being heavy and 
quite frozen, got on the ground amongst rocks, and the men 
being very impatient, and not willing to remain there longer, 
jumped into the river, being up to their arm-pits in the water, 
and with the utmost difficulty reached the shore, from whence 
they brought some horses, in order to enable me and the re- 
mainder, to reach it with much less difficulty. 

Dec, Ath — This morning we landed our guns, &c., and tar- 
ried there three days in a most disagreeable situation, until 
relieved the third day by the York line; detaining such as 
passed, for fear of carrying intelligence to the enemy, who 
were within three miles of us, at St. Roque. This day the 
detachment received orders for marching to visit Quebec once 
more. 

Dec. 5th — Fair, though cold weather. 

Dec. Qih — Two companies were sent to Beaupert to watch 
the motions of the enemy. Captains Duggan and Smith took 
a vessel and six men. It was loaded with provisions and 
small stock, besides three hundred and eighty two (i<)llars, be- 
longing to the enemy. 

Dec. 7 and 8 — Busied in regulating guards, and quartering 
our men. Three companies were ordered to maroh forward, 
amongst whom was the Connecticut officer Hanchet, who ab- 
ruptly refused, alledging his usual excuse of its being too dan- 
gerous, as being for the matter of half a mile exposed to the 
cannon of the enemy. On which denial. Col. Arnold sent for 
Capt. Topham, Hulbert and myself, to which we consented, 
and were exposed for three weeks to the most imminent dan- 
ger, instances of which I will let the curious reader know 
some. Being one morning alarmed by the continual firing of 
the enemy on our quarters, Capt. Topham and myself rising 
out of bed, had several balls fired through our lodgings. One 
particularly went through our bed, and passed underneath, 
between him and myself without any hurt, and quite through 
the other end of our room, to our utter astonishment : brought 
two field-pieces to Col. Arnold's head-quarters. 
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Dec, 9th — Prepared for erecting a battery. Drafted one 
hundred men for fatigue, one hundred to cover the mortar, and 
twenty for an advanced guard. 

Dec, lOih — This day, as soon as the enemy perceived our 
battery, they made a continual firing all day, throwing some 
shells, but to no effect. 

Dec, 12th — We fired a few shots from our battery. 

Dec, 13th — Furnished our men with twenty-six rounds of 
cartridges. 

Dec, 14/A — Enemy fired a ball through our breast-work, 
which killed two men and wounded five. 

Dec. 15th — We fired briskly on the town all day. 

Dec, I6th — There was a brisk cannonading on both sides, 
which obliged Col. Arnold to quit his quarters. Had one man 
killed. A council of war was held: resolved to storm the 
town. 

Dec, 17th and 18/A — A return was made of what arms our 
men had. A general return was made for all the arms and 
ammunition wanting in our detachment. 

Dec, 19th to 2ith — Busied in delivering arms and ammuni- 
tion to our men, and in making cartouches. 

Dec. 25th — Every captain of our detachment had orders to 
march his company to Mr. Deavius' to be reviewed by Gen. 
Montgomery. 

Dec, 27th — Stormy weather. The men were ordered to 
hold themselves in readiness to storm the town at the shortest 
notice. About twelve at night, the army being divided accor- 
ding to the plan the General had laid, Capt. Smith, Topham, 
Hendrick and myself were to attack the upper town under 
Gen. Montgomery, while the other party would make a 
feigned attack on the lower town, under Col. Greene; but the 
darkness of the weather not answering to the General's ex- 
pectations, we were detained ; but the General favorably 
countenanced our undaunted courage, and said he was ex- 
ceedingly sorry to have stopped the career of so br^ve men, in 
the expectations they entertained on the occasion, but hoped 
a more favorable moment would shortly arrive, in which he 
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lyas billing to sacriUce his life in ^tiding by any means, which 
should redound to the honor of his brother soldiers and coun* 
try. But they saw not only the impossibility of gratifying 
his most earnest desires, but likewise their unhappy fate, 
should they not succeed in the attempt H^ bagged them ia 
the mean time, not to be the least dismfiyed or disheartened; 
that the few moments they had to draw back, were only a fur- 
ther source of adding more lustre and glory to their underta- 
kings; adding that being then their General and commpu 
leader, in rushing into the imminept and inerilable danger 
which he foresaw, he was not only answerable to bis country, 
but likewise to his merciful Creator, fpr the lives of bis fellow- 
soldiers^ in rashly exposing them to the merciless r^e of their 
common enemies, 

P^c, 29/A— A number of shells were thrown intp the town. 

Dec, 2Qth — The enemy kept up a smart fire all day on St 
Roque's, but did little or no damage. This evening received 
orders that the Gen. determined to storin the city to-nigbt,orde^ 
ing our men to get their arms in readiness. It was very darkj 
and snowed. The plan was as follows : Gen. Moqtgpmery 
with the York forces was to proceed round Cape Diamond and 
make his attack there ; Col. Livingston with a party of Cana- 
dians to make a false attack on the same, and on @t John's 
gate; an advanced party of twenty-five men to go to 
Drummond's wharf; Col. Arnold's detachment to attack the 
lower town, in the follpwing manner — Capt Morgan's compa^ 
ny in the front, with Col. Arnold and Lieut Greene; the^ 
Capt. Lamb's company with one field-piece ; then Capt Dearr 
bom's, Capt Topham's, Ward's, Bigelow's and mine in the 
centre ; then Capt Smith's, Hendrick's, Goodrich's, Hubbard's, 
and Major Meigs in the rear. We were to receive the signal 
by the firing of three sky-rockets, to attack, but not observing 
them time enough, Capt, Dearborn's company op account of 
being quartered over Charles river, and the tide being high, 
did not come up ; we marched on without him, supposing h^ 
would soon overtake us. They fired briskly upon us as we 
passed the street for the space of one half a mile, killing and 
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wounding numbers of our men, of whom was Capt Hubbard, 
who died shortly after, in the hospital of Quebec. The front 
having got lost by a prodigious snow storm, I undertook to 
pilot them, having measured the works before, and knowing 
the place; but coming to the first barrier, two field-pieces 
played briskly upon us, that were placed there, but on draw- 
ing them back to recharge, Capt. Morgan and myself quickly 
advancing through the ports, seized them with sixty men, 
rank and file, which was their main guard, and made them 
prisoners. Immediately afterwards advancing towards a 
picket that lay further up the street, where there was a com- 
pany of the most responsible citizens of Quebec, found their 
Captain drunk; took them prisoners, and taking their dry 
arms for our own use, and laying ours up in order to dry, 
being very wet, we continued advancing, by which time our 
whole party got into the first barrier. We rallied our men, 
and strove to scale the second. Notwithstanding their utmost 
efforts, we got some of our ladders up, but were obliged to re- 
treat, our arms being wet, and scarcely one in ten would fire, 
whereon some did retreat to the first barrier we had taken, 
and when we came there we found we could not retreat, 
without exposing ourselves to the most imminent danger. We 
had killed in our detachment Capt. Hendricks, Lieuts. Cooper 
and Humphreys, with a number of privates, and in General 
Montgomery's party, there was killed the brave and much to 
be lamented Gen. Montgomery and his aid-de-camp Mc 
Phearson, Capt. Cheesman and some privates; Col. Campbell 
then took the command and ordered a retreat, so that the force 
of the garrison came upon us. Capt. Lamb was wounded. 
There was no possibility of retreating, and they promising 
good quarters, we surrendered. Col. Arnold being wounded 
in the beginning of the action, was carried to the general hos- 
pital. The number of us who did not retreat, among whom 
were Col. Greene, Capt. Morgan, a number of other officers 
and myself, with a number of privates, after passing the first 
barrier, having been for upwards of four hours victorious in 
the lower town, and having about a hundred and thirty pris- 
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oners in our possession, fell unhappily the victims to them, 
that a little while before felt the same dismal fate, thinking 
we were the only prisoners, but to our great surprise on our 
coming into the upper town as prisoners, we found that Capt. 
Dearborn and company who missed their way and had ad- 
vanced to palace gate, unfortunately (and to our astonishment) 
had met the same fate four hours before. 

The officers that were taken with myself at Quebec, were 
Lieut. Col. Greene; Major's Bigelow and Miegs; Captains 
Morgan, Goodrich, Lockwood, Oswald, Topham, Ward, 
Dearborn, Lamb, Hanchet, and Hubbard, who died of his 
wounds; Lieuts. Heath, O'Brian, Savage, Compton, Brown, 
Tisdale, Clark, Humphrey, Webb, Slocum, Shaw, Andrews, 
Hutchins, Thomas, Nichols, May, Dougall; Adjutant Med- 
bury, and Quarter-Master Chattin. We were altogether im- 
prisoned on the 1st of January, being a bad method to begin 
the new year. However there was nothing to be done, but 
strive to content ourselves as well as time and place afforded 
us." 

Capt. Thayer was permitted to return home on his parole 
in August, 1776. This appears from the following extract 
from his journal : 

** Avgust 7th, 1776. About nine o'clock this morning, myself 
with some more officers, and seventy-seven of our men, em- 
barked on board a ship of near four hundred tons, Joseph 
Lawton, commander. On the 10th, about 11 o'clock, a brig 
hove in sight, and more prisoners were put on board of us. 
The 11th, weighed anchor and went below the town; the 
wind blowing hard from eastward, we came to anchor. On 
the 12th, weighed anchor, and proceeded on our voyage, and 
arrived at Sandy-Hook, September 12th, and had the mortifi- 
cation of seeing New York in flames. Landed the 30th of 
September at Elizabethtown, with nine only, rank and file, 
and one Lieutenant, (Humphrey,) being all that remained of 
the number we had when we left Cambridge, (eighty-seven, 
officers included,) and that then started for their homes. On 
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the 1st of July following I was exchanged, and then again 
took up arms in defence of my country." 

In July, 1777, the General Assembly of Rhode Island 
ordered a sword presented lo Major Simeon Thayer, as a tes- 
timony of the great respect they entertained for "his merito- 
rious services." Major Thayer had been promoted by Congress, 
but his commission as Major was not made out until " April 
12th, 1779, to take rank from January 1st, 1777." As soon 
as possible after he was exchanged he joined the army, and 
exhibited all that patriotism, courage, and zeal for his country 
which he had shown in his march through the wilderness, 
and at the storming of Quebec. He was wounded at the bat- 
tle of Monmouth, New Jersey, June 28th, 1778, when and 
where General Lee so much offended the Commander-in- 
Chief. But his greatest display of hetoism and valor, cool- 
ness and courage, was in the defence of the fort on Mud 
bland, November 15th, 1777, an Island in the Delaware, be- 
low Philadelphia; and yet the honor acquired in the defence 
of this fort, which justly belonged to him, was by mistake 
given to another, and the reward which was due to Major 
Thayer, was bestowed by Congress on Lieut. Colonel Smith, 
of Maryland. 

We have before us two several statements of facts relative 
to the defence of this fort. The one from the pen of General 
Vamum, and the other by Col. Israel Angell, of the 2nd 
Rhode Island Regiment, written shortly after the affair hap- 
pened. Both statements agree as to the principal fact, the 
noble defence made by Major Thayer, yet with some differ- 
ence in the detail, of minor importance. Col. Angell remarks 
that Col. Smith **was supposed to be in command " of the 
fort until abandoned. This may account for the mistake 
made by Congress. But who caused Congress to make this 
mistake? Has this question ever been properly answered ? 
But it would be of no use now to discuss this point. Of one 
thing however we are satisfied, the sword was never worn by 
the donee with any satisfaction. Nor could it under such 
circumstances. 
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ExircLci from Col. AngdFs Letter. 

Col. Angell, in a letter of February 17th, 1778, giving a 
iltatement of facts with respect to the loss of Fort Mifflin on 
the Delaware^ says : '^ The garrison consisted originally of a 
detachment of Virginia troops, commanded by Lieut. Col. 
(Samuel) Smith, who is supposed to have continued in the 
command until the evacuation. The fort was built on the 
lower end of Mud Island, and was designed only to command 
the channel of the river ; for this reason those parts alone that 
Were exposed to the fire of the shipping were regularly forti- 
fied. The remainder had only a row of palisades, and lay 
entirely open to the opposite shore, which forms a kind of 
half-moon around it to a considerable extent. Dn this shore 
the enemy had erected several batteries early in the fall, and 
kept up a scattering cannonade for several weeks before the 
memorable defeat of the Hessians at Fort Mercer on the other 
shore. After this, the firing was discontinued until the 10th 
of November, when they opened a new battery within point 
blank shot of the fort, and began a very severe cannonade. On 
the 11th, in the afternoon. Col. Smith received a wound in the 
arm, and left the fort. Lieut. Col. Russell, of Gen. Varnum's 
brigade, succeeded him in the command. On the 13th, Major 
Thayer went over, and relieved Col. Russell, and the remain- 
der of Col. Smith's men, part having been relieved before, 
With a detachment from Colonels Darkey's and Chandler's 
regiments, of Gen. Varnum's brigade. The garrison then 
consisted of two hundred and eighty-six, rank and file, and 
Capt. Lee's company of artillery, of about twenty men. On 
the 14th, in the morning, a floating battery came dowh upon 
the fort, and was silenced from our works in about two hours. 
The cannonade continued the^ whole day and night On the 
15th, in the morning, the enemy opened a hew battery on 
Province Island, directly opposite to the fort, and within a 
very small distance. This made five batteries playing' into 
the fort, with eighteen pieces of cannon, two mortars, and ten 
howitzers. 

"It may be proper to observe here that there was no place 
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of safety in any part of the fort. Such was the situation of the 
batteries, that they kept up a cross fire in almost every direc- 
tion. The only covering the troops had was without the fort, 
tinder the wall, and this afibrded a shelter from nothing but 
the enormous balls. At 8 o'clock this morning, (15th,) seven 
large ships drew up to the chevaux de frise, and began a 
brisk fire on the fort, and on a small battery Gen. Varnum 
had erected down the river against the ships. The enemy's 
ships annoyed our troops on Mud Island exceedingly, for 
against them they had not the least shadow of defence. At 
11 o'clock, a large ship, mounting twenty twenty-four pound- 
ers, and a sloop with three twenty-four pounders, which she 
brought to bear on the fort by her being ballasted on the oppo- 
site side with stone, warped up back of Hog Island, and came 
up so near the fort that they threw hand grenades from their 
round tops directly into the works ; they had also forty rifle- 
men in their tops. At first the garrison had two pieces of 
cannon, which played upon them with good success, but they 
were soon dismounted, as the rest had been before. At a 
quarter before 3, P. M., General Varnum sent a line to Major 
Thayer, informing him that the floating batteries and some 
of the galleys were working up to attack the ship and sloop 
that lay under the fort, and desired him to take what advan- 
tage he could of this circumstance. They accordingly went 
part of the way over, but returned without doing any thing. 
In the evening. Gen. Varnum sent over a number of boats, 
with discretionary orders to hold or evacuate the fort as he 
(Major Thayer) should judge most prudent, but in case he 
left, to destroy what he could not bring ofil Our cannon were 
now all dismounted, block-houses destroyed, barracks shat- 
teted i6 pieces, and palisades beat down. The garrison was 
eitposed to the whole fire of the enemy, without the power to 
make the most feeble defence, or give in return the least 
diitioyance. The fire continued from all parts except from 
the shipping, which had dropped down to the low^er chevaux 
de frise. 
This being the situation, Major Thayer judged it impossible 
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to effect any valuable purpose by a longer possession of the 
fort ; seeing the inevitable destruction of the troops by holding 
out longer, he thought it most prudent to evacuate, and ac- 
cordingly sent off all the ammunition and stores, and at 7 in 
the evening sent over all the garrison except forty men, that 
the main body might be out of danger. With them he kept 
possession until 12 o'clock, and then, finding no favorable 
circumstances turn up, he spiked the cannon, set fire to the 
barracks, and passed over with the rest of the men to Fort 
Mercer, without sustaining any loss in the retreat, although 
much exposed." 

The Resolve of Congress, ordering a^sword to be presented 
to Col. Smith, was as follows : 

" November iih, 1777. 
^^ Resolved, That Congress have a high sense of the merit of 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith, and the officers and men under 
his command, in their late gallant defence of Fort Mifflin, on 
the Delaware ; and that an elegant sword be provided by the 
board of war, and presented to Lieutenant Colonel Smith." 

As might be supposed, this vote of Congress caused great 
dissatisfaction after the facts were known. It touched Major 
Thayer in a tender point, and it touched his friends in Rhode 
Island. They could not endure to see a brave Rhode Island 
officer thus deprived of his rights; thus wronged even by 
mistake. Nor could Congress recall its vote. It was one of 
those mistakes which any attempts to correct would make 
worse. Col. Smith was considered a good officer. He had 
been in command of the fort up to a certain day. It would, 
therefore, have been highly improper for Congress to have 
passed another vote upon the subject, as such a vote would 
be virtually telling Col. Smith that he was undeserving of the 
honor they had just bestowed upon him. The mistake, there- 
fore, must stand, or be left to others to correct. This was 
nobly done by Gen. Varnum in the following letter. It is to 
be lamented, however, that it had not been written sooner. 
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Copy of a Letter from General Varnum on the Conduct of 

Major Thayer. 
Mr. Wheeler. — The rewards of merit are ever grateful to 
generous minds, and when bestowed by the representative 
sovereignty of a nation, create the most exalted attachments. 
Happy, therefore, must every virtuous citizen have been, in 
observing the names of those worthy officers mentioned in 
your paper of the 15th of June last, whom Congress have 
honored with distinguished marks of their approbation ! 
From public testimonials of this kind, (however exalted may 
be our veneration for the character of the individuals, and too 
exalted it cannot be,) we should not forget that others may 
be equally deserving, although perhaps, not equally conspic- 
uous. My design, by this address, is to rescue from seeming 
inattention, the brilliant conduct of Colonel, the late Major, 
Thayer, in the defence of Mud Island, in the river Delaware, 
from the 12th of November until the 16th of the same month, 
in the year 1777. To a person unacquainted with that trans- 
action, all the glory would be ascribed to Col. Smith, of the 
Maryland line. He is a gentleman of superior talents, of fine 
sentiments, virtuous and brave ! He commanded the garri- 
son upon Mud Island from the latter part of September, 
excepting a few days, till the 11th of November, when the 
command devolved upon Lieut. Col. Russell, of the Connecti- 
cut line. The fatigues and dangers of that command were 
extreme. Colonel Smith supported them with uncommon 
patience and fortitude, but yielded to hard necessity. Lieut. 
Col. Russell, an amiable, sensible man, and an excellent officer, 
exhausted by fatigue, and totally destitute of health, requested 
to be recalled. The Commander-in-Chief, his Excellency, 
General Washington, had not an idea of holding the place 
through the campaign, but wished to retard the operations of 
the enemy until the main army should be reinforced by the 
Massachusetts brigade, marching from the conquest of Sara- 
toga, when he would be in sufficient force to cover the coun- 
try, or meet the enemy's whole force in the field. Upon the 
12th, therefore, he signified his orders to the commanding 
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General, at Woodberry, on the Jersey side, who had the 
direction of all the. forces below* Philadelphia, to defend the 
Island as long as possible without sacrificing the garrison. 
To defend it was absolutely impossible, unless the siege 
could be raised by an attack upon the besiegers from the 
tnain army. This was deemed impracticable by a general 
council of war, and therefore not farther considered as an ulti- 
mate object. Nothing could then present itself to a relieving 
officer, fully informed of all the circumstances, but certain 
death, or an improbable escape, without the possibility of con- 
tending upon equal terms. The love of out country may lead 
us to the field of battle, ambition may lead us to particular 
enterprises, but magnanimity alone can soar above every 
danger ! The commanding General could not detach an oflSi- 
cer in rotation ; his reasons were insuperable. In a moment 
80 critical, when every thing dear to his feelings required an 
immediate decision, happy for him, and mote happy for the 
United States, Major Thayer presented himself as a volunteer ! 
The offer was accepted with inexpressible satisfaction ; and 
from the 12th, to the morning of the 16th of November, he 
defended the Island with the greatest address, against a furious 
and almost continued cannonade and bombardment from a va<* 
Tiety of batteries at sinall distances. The defences at best 
were trifling; the place itself was illy chosen. Hog Island 
and Billingsport instead of Mud Island and Red Bank. But 
on the morning of the 16th, the whole British force was dis- 
played from their land batteries and their shipping in the 
river. The small garrison sustained and repelled the shock 
with astonishing intrepidity, for several hours, assisted from 
our galleys and batteries on the Jersey shore. By the middle 
of the day, these defences were leveled with the common 
mud, and the gallant officers and men philosophically ex* 
J)ected each other's fate iti the midst of carnage. 

The grenadiers and light infantry of the British were pa- 
raded on the opposite shore, and the Vigilant, an Indiaman, 
cut down to a battery of twenty twenty-four pounders on one 
side lay within twenty yards of the troops. The attack was 
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incessant; two attempts from our galleys were unsuccessfully 
made to board the Vigilant. The commanding General was 
determined to fight the enemy on the island if the Vigilant 
could be taken; she could not; then nothing remained but 
securing the garrison, whose distance from the enemy on both 
sides was not half so far as from the body of his troops 
upon the shore. During this day more than one thousand 
and thirty discharges of cannon from thirty-two to twelve 
pounders, were made in twenty minutes. Such a day Amer-^ 
ica never saw till then ! Early in the evening of the 15th, 
Major Thayer dispatched all his garrison, less than three hun- 
dred in number, to the shore, excepting forty, with whom he 
remained, braving death itself. At twelve at night, between 
the 15th and 16th, the barracks were fired, all the miUtary 
stores being previously sent away, and the Major and his 
brave companions, he being the last from the scene of 
slaughter, arrived at Red Bank, to the joy and astonishment 
of all the army. The subscriber was personally knowing to 
all the facts before related, and therefore begs of you to pub« 
lish them. He may have varied in some minute instances, 
but materially he hath not. Should any of these facts be 
disputed, he will publish an attested narrative, which will 
silence envy itself. 

Should other printers, who have published the first- men- 
tioned honorary testimonials, see this, they will oblige the 
writer in publishing it also. James M. Varnum. 

East Greenwich^ August 2, 1786. 

But we have further testimony. 

About ten years ago, an~ obituary notice appeared in a Bal^ 
timore paper, of the death of Col. Samuel Snoith, in which his 
brave defence of the fort on Mud Island, during the war of 
the Revolution, was highly extolled, and in consequence of 
which a sword was voted by Congress to be presented to 
him. 

To correct the errors in this notice, John Howland, Esq., 
of Providence, now President of the Rhode Island Historical 
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Society, penned a narrative of the facts relative to this de* 
fence, which was published in one of the Providence papers 
over the signature of " a Friend to Justice." Mr. Howland 
was willing that Col. Smith should have all the honor which 
belonged to him. But he was determined he should not wear 
the laurels that belonged to Major Tliayer. Perhaps no sur- 
vivor of the Revolution was, or is, better qualified to recount 
its events, than Mr. Howland; we deem, therefore, his state- 
ment, together with the above letters of Gen. Varnum and 
Col. Angell, as conclusive and overwhelming evidence as to 
the right to the sword ; and hope history, as respects this 
case at least, will be corrected, and award to Major Thayer 
the honor due him. 

The following is an extract from Mr. Rowland's narrative. 

" These two forts, (Mercer and Mifflin,) were erected to pre- 
vent the enemy's fleet from passing up the Delaware, and 
breaking through the chevaux de frise, to open their commu- 
nication with Philadelphia, where their army was in posses- 
sion. Gen. Varnum commanded the American troops on the 
Jersey side of the Delaware, and he appointed Lieut. Col. 
Smith to the command of Mud Island, and Col. Christopher 
Greene commanded the Red Bank fort; His garrison was 
composed of the two Rhode Island regiments. Congress was 
then sitting at York Town in Pennsylvania; hopes were 
entertained that these forts might prevent the passage of the 
enemy. The public papers all spoke of Greene and Smith 
as the commanders of these most important posts. The power 
and capacity of Greene had been tested in Canada. He was 
with Montgomery at the storming of Quebec, when Mont- 
gomery fell, and he was made a prisoner. The British fleet 
was progressing up the Delaware advanced by powerful floating 
batteries, and a distant firing commenced. At this crisis, Col. 
Smith requested of Gen. Varnum permission to retire from 
the command of Mud Fort; he being rather unwell, permis- 
sion was granted. The General, knowing that the battery 
on the island would be most exposed to violent attacks from 
the water craft of the enemy, did not wish to detach a field 
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officer from the two regiments at Red Bank, the one of them 
must necessarily take the place vacated by Smith, but desired 
a voluntary offer. He proposed his views to the six field 
officers, and rejoiced to hear Major Simeon Thayer offer him- 
self. He immediately took the command of that station, 
which was considered as a forlorn hope. The attack with 
the heavy cannon and mortars of the fleet continued without 
any considerable intermission till the mud batteries of the 
island were nearly leveled, and the number of men in con- 
tinued action greatly reduced. The further defence was 
deemed impractical, and the General directed Major Thayer 
to bring off the remains of the garrison. To aid their oper- 
ations on the river, a brigade of Hessians from East Jersey 
attacked the fort of Red Bank, which they expected to carry 
by storm. This attack by the Hessian troops was repulsed 
by the two Rhode Island regiments in the fort. Their com- 
mander was killed, and the whole body was defeated with 
great loss. Congress not having learned that the commander 
of Mud Island had been changed, voted that an elegant sword 
be presented to Col. Greene, of the Red Bank fort, and another 
to Col. Samuel Smith, the commander of the island, for their 
brave conduct in the defence of their several posts. The 
swords were to be made in France, and a year or two elapsed 
before their arrival and presentation, when Col. Smith had 
the modesty to receive the one which was justly due to Major 
Thayer, and but for the mistake made by Congress in the 
name of the officer who earned it, he would have received. 

"General Varnum, deeply regretting the mistake, by which 
Thayer had been deprived of the high credit which was so 
justly his due, and its being assigned to another, who had no 
claims to any honor in the case, published a narrative of all 
the circumstances in the Gazette, in Providence, and on his 
representation of the case the statement is founded. There 
never was a better officer of his rank, or a braver man in any 
army, than Major Thayer, and the General Assembly of this 
State, as a testimony of their sense of his merits, and of the 
wrong done him in the case of Samuel Smith, of Baltimore, 
appointed him Major General of the militia of the State. 
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'^ Smith knew of the mistake made by Congress in the 
name of the commanding officer who defended the fort, and 
that the sword properly belonged to the Major, but he never 
had a sense of honor or of justice, sufficient to deliver it to 
him, and it will now be handed down to his heirs, as a wit->> 
ness of his so bravely defending Fort Mifflin, on Mud Island, 
in the Revolutionary war." 

After the war terminated. Major Thayer was honored by 
the State of Rhode Island by being chosen Major General of 
the Militia. He died October 21, 1800, in the 63d year of 
his age. 



NOTE B. 

COL. CHRISTOPHER LIPPITT. 

A few years ago we had an autobiographical sketch of Col, 
Lippitt put into our hands, which he had prepared at the re- 
quest of some of his relatives, written in his plain and unos* 
tentatious style, commencing with his early life. This sketch 
we were obliged to part with, and to use as evidence after his 
death in the prosecution of some claims of his family on govern- 
ment, on account of his military services in the Rerolutionary 
war. We regret this, as this sketch would have been very in- 
teresting to our readers. Col. Lippitt was descended from an 
ancient and very respectable family in this state, and he had 
for himself acquired a high standing at the time of his appoint- 
ment to the command of a regiment. His regiment was raised 
in January, 1776, and was taken into continental pay in May 
following, and began its march to the westward in September, 
as we have before stated, and perhaps no regiment acquired 
more honor during its period of enlistment than this ; it is quite 
certain but few suffered more privations, or endured them with 
greater fortitude, or rendered more essential service to the 
country. Col. Lippitt was a brave and energetic officer, prompt 
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in the execution of all orders and prudent in his movements, 
and highly commended by the Commander-in-Chief. After 
the time for which the regiment was raised had expired, Col. 
lippitt returned to his farm in Cranston, and was for several 
years returned a Deputy to the General Assembly from that 
town. In 1780 he was appointed a Brigadier General of Mili- 
tia, and commanded a Brigade on Rhode Island at the time 
the French troops under Rochambeau were stationed near 
Newport. Col. Lippitt died Jan. 18ih, 1824. 

A number of years ago, when the writer was endeavoring 
to convince the government that this regiment was of a " con- 
tinental character," and therefore all who served in it, who 
were in indigent circumstances, were entitled to pensions, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Acts of Congress of March 18th, 
1818, and May Ist, 1820, he applied to his friend, John How- 
land, Esq., who had served in it as a private in Capt. Dexter's 
company, for a statement of its services during the period of 
its enlistment Mr. Howland complied and sent us the fol- 
lowing very interesting and graphic account : — 

Letter from John Howland, Esq., to the writer, dated 

Providence, November 24th, 1830. 
Benjamin Cowell, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — ^You having requested me to state what is with- 
in my knowledge relating to the regiment commanded by CoL 
Christopher Lippitt, in the year 1776, with a view to the right 
which the few survivors have to claim the aid of the Govern- 
ment for support, during the short period which may yet re-» 
main to men so far advanced in life, I will endeavor, as far 
as I am able, to comply with your request. 

Early in the month of January, 1776, the General Assem- 
bly of the then Colony of Rhode Island, resolved to raise a 
regiment, in addition to those already in service, to serve for 
the term of one year from the eighteenth day of that month. 
Col. Penry Babcock was appointed to command the regiment, 
whiph was to consist, or be composed of twelve companies. 
20 
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Two or three months after the men were enlisted, Col. Bab- 
cock quit the service, and Lieut. Col. Lippitt was promoted to 
the command. The men were soon enlisted, and quartered in 
Newport. I enlisted in the 7th company, commanded by 
Capt. David Dexter; I was then eighteen years and three 
months old. The following is a copy of the enlistment which 
we signed ; I have just copied it from the State records : 

" I, the subscriber, hereby solemnly engage and enlist my- 
self as a soldier in the pay of the Colony of Rhode Island, for 
the preservation of the liberties of America, and the defence of 
the United Colonies in general, and this colony in particular, 
from the day of my enlistment for one year, unless the ser- 
vice shall admit of a discharge sooner, which shall be at the 
discretion of the General Assembly. And I hereby promise, to 
submit to all orders and regulations of the army, and faith- 
fully to observe and obey such orders as I shall receive from 
time to time from my superior officers." 

The Officers of the regiment were at first commissioned by 
the Governor of the Colony; they some time after received 
commissions from the President of Congress. And I have un- 
derstood that the decision of the war office which excluded 
any of this regiment from the pension list, was predicated on 
the circumstance of the officers having, during part of the 
term been commissioned by the state. Whatever validity 
there may have been in this, it could only operate in the case 
of a commissioned officer, for all the non-commissioned and 
privates were marched out of the state, and joined the army 
under Gen. Washington, under the binding force of the articles 
of the enlistment, which they subscribed on entering the regi- 
ment ; and we, from the day of our enlistment, had always 
supposed that we were liable to be ordered to join the main 
army, at any moment when the general good of the whole, or 
the exigency of the case might render it necessary or expe- 
dient ; and this was sufficiently tested after the disastrous 
action on Long Island, when we were ordered to embark from 
Rhode Island, and join Gen. Washington at New York, as we 
knew from the tenor of the enlistment, we were engaged for 
the service of the United Colonies, or States. 
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The regiment served one complete year, under the enh'st- 
ment, and engaged voluntarily for another month under the 
following circumstances. On the 31st day of December, 1776, 
the remnants of all the divisions, brigades, or regiments, which 
had composed the army of the United States at the opening 
of the campaign, together with a company of volunteers from 
Philadelphia, were assembled at a place called Crosswicks, in 
Jersey ; the term of service of all the Continental troops, ex- 
cept ours, (Lippitt's regiment,) expired on that evening; we, 
our regiment only, were held for eighteen days more, our year 
having commenced on the 18th of January, 1776. The Bri- 
gade to which we were attached, was composed of five regi- 
ments — three of which (Varnum's, Hitchcock's and Lippitt's) 
were from Rhode Island ; and the other two (Nixon's and Lit- 
tle's) were from Massachusetts. Col. Daniel Hitchcock, the 
oldest Colonel present, commanded this Brigade ; of the num- 
ber of men, Lippitt's counted more than one third. This was 
the time which tried both body and soul. We had by order 
of the General, left our tents at Bristol, on the other side of 
the Delaware; we were standing on frozen ground, which was 
covered with snow. The hope of the Commander-in-Chief 
was sustained by the character of these half-frozen, half-starv- 
ed men, that he could persuade them to volunteer for another 
month. He made the attempt and it succeeded. He directed 
or requested Gen. Mifflin to address or harangue our Brigade — 
he did it well, although he made some promises, perhaps with- 
out the advice of Gen. Washington, which were never ful- 
filled ; he said all or every thing which should be taken from 
the enemy during the month, should be the property of the 
men, and the value of it divided among them. These promi- 
ses, although they had no weight or effect in inducing the men 
to engage, ought to have been fulfilled, though ai the time 
they were made, no one could suppose it probable we could 
take stores or baggage from the enemy, who had six men to 
our one then in Jersey. The request of the General was as- 
sented to by our unanimously poising the firelock as a signal. 
Within two hours after this vote, we were on our march for 
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Trenton, which place we had left two days previous ; from 
the badness of the roads, the darkness of the night, and acci« 
dents to the artillery carriages, or the falling of a horse, &c., 
we consumed the whole night in the march, and quartered in 
the morning in the houses from which the Hessians had been 
taken the week before. When we had kindled a fire, and 
were collecting from our knapsacks and pockets a stray rem- 
nant of bread or tainted pork, and thus taking our little share 
of rest or comfort, the drums beat, and we were immediately 
pa.raded. Most of those who have attempted to write a histo- 
ry of the war, have given some, though imperfect accounts of 
the transactions of this day. 

Lord Cornwallis was on the march from Princeton, with, as 
it was said, ten thousand men, to beat up our quarters. Here 
was the whole army of the United States, which was sup- 
posed to amount to about four thousand men, commanded by 
his Excellency Gen. Washington, Mifflin, Sullivan, Greene, 
Knox, &c. 

Our troops were posted on the south side of a brook or small 
river, which crosses the town near the south end, and enters 
the Delaware; a continuation of the main street crossed this 
little river, over a stone bridge. It was evidently the purpose 
of Gen. Washington to induce Cornwallis to approach and 
enter the town, at the north end ; for this purpose a company 
of artillery and a picket was placed on the road leading from 
Princeton, who were attacked by the advance of the British. 
Our Brigade was ordered to cross the bridge and march through 
the main town street, to cover the retreat of the artillery and 
picket, into and through the north end of the town. This was 
towards the close of the day ; we met them and opened our 
ranks to let them pass through ; we then closed in a compact 
and rather solid column, as the street through which we were 
to retreat to the bridge was narrow, and the British pressed 
closely on our rear ; part of the enemy pressed into a street 
between the main street and the Delaware, and fired into our 
right flank, at every space between the houses; when what 
was now our front, arrived near the bridge which we were to 
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pass, and where the lower, or water street formed a junction 
with the main street, the British made a quick advance in an 
oblique direction to cut us off" from the bridge ; in this they 
did not succeed, as we had a shorter distance in a direct line 
to the bridge than they had, and our artillery, which was 
posted on the south side of the brook, between the bridge and 
the Delaware, played into the front and flank of their column, 
which induced them to fall back; the bridge was narrow, and 
our platoons were, in passing it, crowded into a dense and solid 
mass, in the rear of which, the enemy were making their best 
efforts. The noble horse of Gen. Washington stood with his 
breast pressed close against the end of the west rail of the 
bridge, and the firm, composed, and majestic countenance of 
the General inspired confidence and assurance in a moment so 
important and critical. In this passage across the bridge, it 
was my fortune to be next the west rail, and arriving at the 
end of the bridge rail, I pressed against the shoulder of the 
General's horse, and in contact with the boot of the General, 
the horse stood as firm as the rider, and seemed to understand 
that he must not quit his post and station. When I was about 
half way across the bridge, the General addressed himself to 
Col. Hitchcock, the commander of the brigade, directing him 
to march his men to that fields and form them immediately, or 
instantly, or as quick as possible, (which of the terms he used 
I am not certain,) at the same time extending his arm, and 
pointing to a little meadow at a little distance, on the south 
side of the creek or river, and between the road and the Dela- 
ware. This order was promptly obeyed, and then we advanc- 
ed to the edge of the stream, facing the enemy, who soon found 
it prudent to fall back under the cover of the houses. What 
passed at the bridge while we were forming as directed, I of 
course did not witness, but understood that as soon as our bri- 
gade had passed, the cannon which had been drawn aside to 
leave us a passage, were again placed at the end of the bridge 
and discharged into the front of the enemy's column, which 
was advancing towards it; at the same time several pieces 
placed at the right and left of the bridge, with musketry at 
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the intervals, took them partly in flank. They did not suc- 
ceed in their attempt to cross the bridge, and although the 
creek was fordable between the bridge and tiie Delaware, they 
declined attempting a passage there, in the face of those who 
presented a more serious obstruction than the water. 

Night closed upon us, and the weather which had been 
mild and pleasant through the day, became intensely cold. 
On one hour, yes, on forty minutes, commencing at the mo- 
ment when the British troops first saw the bridge and creek 
before them, depended the all-important, the all-absorbing 
question, whether we should be independent states, or con- 
quered rebels ! Had the army of Cornwallis within that space 
have crossed the bridge, or forded the creek, unless a miracle 
intervened, there would have been an end of the American 
army. If any fervent mind should doubt this, it must be from 
his not knowing the state of our few half-starved, half-frozen, 
feeble, worn out men, with old fowling-pieces for muskets, and 
half of them without bayonets, and the states so disheartened, 
discouraged, or poor, that they sent no reinforcements, no re- 
cruits to supply the places of this handful of men, who but the 
day before, had volunteered to remain with their venerated and 
beloved commander for thirty days more. General Mercer who 
led on the Philadelphia volunteers, fell mortally wounded in 
the beginning of the action at Princeton. 

The march that night from Trenton to Princeton is well 
known ; it was not by the direct road. A considerable part of 
it was by a new passage, which appeared to have been cut 
through the woods, as the stubs were left from two to five 
inches high. We moved slow, on account of the artillery fre- 
quently coming to a halt, or stand-still, and when ordered 
forward again, one, two, or three men in each platoon would 
standi with their arms supported, fast asleep ; a platoon next 
in the rear, advancing on them, they in walking, or attempt- 
ing to move, would strike a stub and fall. Our proceedings 
at Princeton are matters of history, except one circumstance, 
which has a bearing on the present question, and that is, the 
Commander-in-Chief took the commander of our brigade by 
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the hand after the action, expressing his high approbation of 
his conduct, and that of the troops he commanded, and 
wished him to communicate his thanks to his officers and 
men. 

Besides the prisoners taken at Princeton, there were a 
number of wagons loaded with the army baggage. I suppose 
it was about noon when we left Princeton, with the prize 
goods and prisoners; we marched quick, as the advance 
guard of the British army, whom we had left the night before 
at Trenton, were said to be close in our rear, following us, as 
they supposed, to Brunswick, the head-quarters of General 
Howe. But in three or four miles we turned a square corner, 
and proceeded north towards Somerset Court House. The 
British continued on to Brunswick. Ten or eleven o'clock at 
night we arrived at the Court House, in which the prisoners 
were shut up. It will be remembered that this was the third 
night's march, and under arms or marching all day. There 
were barely houses sufficient for the quarters of the Generals, 
and their attendants. The troops took up their abode for the 
rest of the night, on the frozen ground. All the fences, and 
every thing that would burn, was piled in different heaps and 
burnt, and he was the most fortunate who could get nigh enough 
to smell the fire or smoke. The next day we continued our 
march towards Morristown. About the third day after our 
arrival at Morristown, the commander of our brigade. Col. 
Daniel Hitchcock, died from the sufferings he had experienced 
in this dreadful campaign. He was a very accomplished 
gentleman, and a fine officer; few of the Generals exceeded or • 
equaled him in talents; he was educated at Yale. Afteic 
this the brigade was broken up. The regiments which had 
comprised it being sent to different stations near the enemy's 
lines. Our Regiment, Lippitt's, had our head -quarters at a 
place called Chatham, detachments being continually on duty 
in the neighborhood of the British lines, at Brunswick. At 
length, we were discharged in the month of February, by 
detachments, or small guards, as it was said we could better 
find lodgings or shelter for a night on the road. Our paper 
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money wages, forty shillings the month, was never paid fully, 
and we received nothing to bear our expenses home. 

* Some had to beg fheir bread, 
Through realms fheir yalor saved.' 

I ought to have mentioned in the beginning of this desultory 
narrative, that the men had no bounty when they enlisted, 
and were not furnished with any clothes ; we found our own 
clothes, and we had the promise of forty shillings per month ; 
but, as an outfit, we had two months pay in advance. This 
will account for the fact, that many of our men, long before 
the close of this service, whose shoes were worn out, repaired 
to the butcher's yard, and cut out a piece of raw hide, which 
they laced with strips of the same skin about their feet. This, 
when the weather was moist, was not so utterly bad ; but I 
recollect, as soon as my moccasins became frozen, they chafed 
my toes till they bled. On the next day's march, I left the quar- 
ter guard, as we were passing a Dutchman's house ; the good 
man had gone to the barn. I proposed to his wife to buy an 
old pair of shoes, which I saw at the head of a bed ; she said 
her husband would not sell his shoes. I showed her the situa- 
tion of my feet, and oflfered in haste what ought to have been 
the price of a new pair : she took the money, and I carried off 
the shoes. She may have been induced to close the bargain 
from an apprehension that I would take them at all events, 
though I hope this did not influence her decision. 

In mentiouing the vote taken at Oroswicks, to serve 
another month, I ought to have stated a circumstance which 
rendered this act of the Rhode Island troops more of a patri*- 
otic character than that of the other troops, composing the 
line of the army : December 6, 1776, Gen. Clinton, and Lord 
Percy, with a British army, landed and took possession of 
the Island of Rhode Island. This news was brought to our 
regiment the day we crossed the Delaware, at Easton, after Gen. 
Lee was taken from us, on our passage from Hudson River, 
through Jersey westward. This news from Rhode Island 
more seriously afiiected Lippitt's regiment than any other; 
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this corps was not composed of such materials as generall7 
compose a standing army. We were mostly young men who 
had left parents or near connections at home. The most of 
two companies, Carr's and Brownell's, were natives of the 
island, and those who were from the main and were in doubt 
and uncertainty, whether the towns up the river, or indeed 
the whole State, was not possessed or been devastated by the 
enemy. This was reason sufficient, without taking into the 
account the sufferings of the season, for us to wish to return 
home, to search for, or know the fate of the nearest connec- 
tions ; and this, too, will furnish an apology for the State to 
which we belonged, for not sending us any partial supplies of 
clothing, and especially of shoes, before our discharge, as a 
third part of the State was in possession of the enemy, and 
exertions were then making to raise and equip three regiments 
of troops for the defence of the remainder. Under all these 
disadvantages, when out term of service had expired, the 
State sent an agent, Mr. J. J. Hazard, with a quantity of 
shoes, for those he should meet who were barefooted. We 
met him at Peekskill, and there he presented me with a 
new pair, and there I left what remained of those I bought of 
the Dutch woman, and with the new ones, after being de- 
tained in that neighborhood three weeks by sickness, I trav- 
eled home to Providence. 

To return to the subject of the pension list. I know of not 
more than six or seven now living, who have asked to be 
placed on the list. Poor, infirm old men, who in the prime of 
their youth, by the side of Washington, defended the pass at 
Trenton Bridge, and made these what they now are, inde- 
pendent States. And why are they excluded ? Because the 
Secretary at War, Mr. Calhoun, thought they had not been 
nine months in the service of the United States. Is it possi- 
ble ? Can it be possible ? 

« 

John Howland. 
Providence^ November 24, 1830. 
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P. S. Notices of some of the Officers of lAppitCs Regiment^ 

after the same was disbanded. 

After Col. Lippitt returned home, he was appointed Major 
General of the militia of the State. 

The Lieut. Colonel, Adam Comstock, settled at the close 
of the war, in Saratoga, and was a member of the Legislature, 
and one of the council with the first Gov. Clinton of New 
York. 

Capt. William Jones, of this regiment, was in 1811 elected 
Governor of this State, in which he served five or six years. 

Capt. Martin was Lieut. Governor. 

Capt. Hoppin was Colonel of the senior class of Militia of 
the county, and several years one of the Representatives of 
the town of Providence in the General Assembly. 

Lieut. Sayles was for a number of years a member of the 
House of Representatives. 

Philip Martin, who entered as a Sergeant in this regiment, 
and was promoted to the office of Ensign, and carried the col- 
ors of the regiment in the action at Princeton, was at the 
time of his death a State Senator. 

Lieut. Thomas Noyes, of Capt. Arnold's company, was for 
many years a Representative from the town of Westerly, and 
was one of the electors of President and Vice-President of the 
United States. 

Benjamin Bourne, the Quarter-master, was a member of the 
State Convention which adopted the Constitution, and was 
the first Representative in Congress chosen by the State under 
the new Government; he was afterwards one of the three 
Judges of the Eastern Circuit of the United States. 

J. H. 
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NOTE C. 

PENOBSCOT EXPEDITION. 

The following account of the Penobscot Expedition in 
1779, was from the pen of Mr. Thomas Philbrook, late of the 
city of Providence, a gentleman well known for his urbanity 
of manners, and as a teacher in several useful branches of 
learning. This gentleman had been both a soldier in the 
army and a seaman in the navy of the Revolution. He had 
suffered many privations while in service, and once was a pris- 
oner on board the "Jersey prison ship," for the period of eight 
months, amidst the inmates, pestilence and death, in that float- 
ing charnel-house. In 1779, he enlisted on board the conti- 
nental sloop Providence, under the command of Halsted Hack- 
er, which was soon afterwards ordered to join this expedition. 

In 1832, when Congress made provision for all the survivors 
of the Revolution, who had served six months and upwards, 
either in the army or navy, by granting them pensions, in 
proportion to their rank and time they served, Mr. Philbrook 
availed himself of the provisions of the act, and made a de- 
claration of his services, which he had performed during the 
Revolutionary contest. His account contained so many inter- 
esting incidents that we requested him to furnish us with 
another narrative, more particular in the detail of the events 
in his military life. He complied with our request, and the 
following is an extract from his narrative, and it is the best 
historical account of the Penobscot expedition we have seen. 
From his known character for probity, it may be relied upon 
as correct. 

"In the spring of this year, 1779, I engaged with Capt. 
Hacker, to go a cruise in the continental sloop Providence, but 
before we could get ready for sea, the Penobscot expedition 
was fitting out, and we were ordered to join that fleet. All 
the movements were slow and tardy, and it was not until 
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near the last of June that the fleet could be got together. 
The armed force consisted of the Warren frigate, 36 guns, 
and Providence sloop, 14 guns ; these were the only continen- 
tal vessels, the rest were all private property belonging to 
Boston and Salem, and hired by the State of Massachusetts. 
They consisted of nine ships of from twenty-two to eighteen 
guns : six brigs of sixteen and eighteen guns, and forty coast- 
ing sloops of about one hundred tons each, employed as 
transports. The fleet was commanded by Commodore Sal- 
tonstall, of New London, and the land forces by Gen. Lovell, 
of Hingham. We sailed from Boston, (I think the last of 
June,) the next day we anchored in Portland harbor to re- 
ceive on board a part of the troops. We tarried here several 
days, and then sailed for Broad bay, where we were to re- 
ceive the remainder of the militia. Here we wasted several 
more days seemingly, for no other purpose, but to give the 
enemy suflicient time to prepare for us. We, "however, got to 
Penobscot at last, having been twelve or fourteen days in 
making the passage, which we certainl]^ might have done in 
four or five. We sailed up the bay, until abreast of the Brit- 
ish garrison, where we anchored ; taking special care to keep 
out of the reach of their guns. The fort is situated on a 
point of land formed by the junction of the Bagaduce and 
Penobscot Rivers, on a gently elevated piece of land which 
appears to have been cleared and cultivated for a number of 
years. The breast-work or fort was rather a rough looking 
concern, built with logs and dirt, and not more than three or 
three and a half feet high, which our long-legged militia-men 
would have straddled over without much difliculty. We ex- 
pected that the troops would have been landed the next 
morning after our arrival, but the morning came and the day 
passed without any movement; some hard speeches were 
handed round at the expense of the General. The next 
passed as the former, but not without much grumbling. The 
British had two ships of twenty-eight and twenty-four guns, 
laying in the mouth of Bagaduce river, (this was all the 
naval force they had.) Our captain and the captain of one of 
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the armed brigs, thought to have a little diversion and drive 
them from their moorings. This they got liberty to do. At 
sunset, I landed with thirty marines from the Providence, 
with as many more from the brig, all under the command of 
Capt. R. Davis, of the continental army. We landed on a 
small island of two or three acres lying in the mouth of the 
Bagaduce, about a mile below the ships. The island was 
thickly covered with wood and underbrush, we soon found 
our way to the summit (which was not very much elevated,) 
and commenced erecting a breast-work. We were very in- 
dustrious through the night, making as little noise as possi- 
ble, that we might not be heard on board the ships. Before 
the break of day, we had our works completed and received 
from one of the ordinance transports, three long 18 pounders, 
which we soon had mounted ; as it began to grow light, we 
trimmed up a tall spruce tree on which we hoisted our flag 
and saluted our neighbors with the well loaded guns. This I 
believe, was the first they knew of our being so near them, as 
they appeared to be perfectly still and quiet; and by the time 
it took them to get ready to return our morning call, a brisk 
fire was kept up from us and from the ships ; we could fre- 
quently see our sho.t hull them, so that we must have done them 
considerable damage ; they generally over-shot us, but unfor- 
tunately, one of their shot struck the top of our breast-work 
and killed two men and wounded three others. After about 
three hours' firing the ships slipped iheir cables and moved up 
the river, out of the reach of our shot. We next went to 
work, cleared a piece of ground, and built us some comfort- 
aMe huts to lodge in until further orders. Our little settlement 
we called Hacker's Island. We had now been here five or 
six days and the troops were not landed. A general uneasi- 
ness pervaded all ranks, both among the sailors and soldiers, 
something must be wrong. Our general was said to be a 
very good sort of man, but these good sort of men seldom 
make good Generals. I recollect that I thought then, and I still 
think that Mr. Lovell would have done more good, and 
made a much more respectable appearance in the deacon's 
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seat of a country church, than at the head of an American 
army. It was, however, at last agreed upon to land the 
troops. (I think it was the morning of the seventh day after 
our arrival.) The place selected for landing was very injudi- 
ciously chosen, being a high bank covered with small trees and 
shrubs, with an ascent of at least forty-five degrees, whereas, 
about half a mile distant was a fine level cleared spot, suf- 
ficiently large to hold the whole army, where we might have 
landed under the cover of the guns of one or two of our ships 
without the loss of a man. This appeared very strange to us 
all, at the time, but I believe that all were of the opinion after- 
wards that the old General had agreed to go snacks with the 
Commodore in whatever they were to have for defeating the 
expedition. We were however, landed at the place appointed. 
The marines were first set on shore on the beach, some mus- 
ket shot were fired at us from the brow of the hill, but we 
were at two great a distance from them to receive any dam- 
age. When the marines were all landed and about half the 
militia, we began our ascent, which was indeed a very diffi- 
cult one; had it not been for the shrubs growing on the sides 
of the hill, we might have lost half our men before we gained 
the height. Though I was not encumbered with a musket, I 
found it difiicult to keep my footing. When we had ascended 
about one third of the distance, the British from the brow, 
began a brisk fire upon us, which they kept up till we were 
within a few rods of the top; they then courageously fled and 
left the ground to us. In this ascent we had forty men 
killed and twenty wounded. Among the killed was Capt. 
Welch, of the marines on board the Warren frigate, a very 
amiable young gentleman, and a brave officer. Our brave 
General did not lead the van in their ascent, neither did he 
bring up the rear, probably he and the Commodore were walk- 
ing the Warren's quarter deck with their spy-glasses to see the 
fun. I saw him two hours after on the hill, giving orders 
about building huts, for which he probably was well calcu- 
lated. With the marines belonging to the Providence and 
brig Tryall, we relumed to our little isle, where we found 
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good cheer and comfortable quarters. In three or four days 
the militia were comfortably housed as if we had come to 
spend the summer with our English neighbors, when every 
body knew, that knew any thing, that an express had been 
sent to Halifax, and that they would be prompt in sending a 
reinforcement which might be expected in a very short time. 
Councils of war were held every day on board the Commo- 
dore's ship; the result commonly was, the Commodore and 
General could not agree, probably they had agreed in one 
point, and engaged not to agree in any other. Thus, day 
after day passed away without any thing being done. Some 
of the captains of the fleet frequently landed on the Baga- 
duce shore, either to amuse themselves by rambling in the 
woods, or to reconnoiter the enemy. In one of these ex- 
cursions, the Commodore being with them, they spent the 
most of an afternoon ; towards evening they were discovered 
from one of the English ships, and immediately a boat with a 
company of soldiers was sent on shore. On seeing the boat 
put ojflf from the ship, they each made the best of their way 
for their boat which they had left waiting for them. They all 
reached the boat nearly at the same time, but the Commodore 
was missing. They waited, but he came not; it began to grow 
dark, the British boat had returned to the ship ; finally, at 9 
o'clock, they concluded to leave him to his fate and take care 
of themselves. The next morning at sunrise, he was seen on 
the beach, and a boat immediately sent to take him off. He 
said he was closely pursued, and in making his escape he had 
got so far into the woods, that he could not find the way out 
in the dark, but it was generally believed that he found a 
very good berth on board one of the British ships. Tumults 
now ran high, the General was hissed and hooted at wherever 
he made his appearance, and the Commodore cursed and exe- 
crated by all hands. Capt. Hacker offered, with the Provi- 
dence and the six brigs that if the General would attack the 
fort, all the men from the ships would gladly join him; he, 
(Capt. Hacker) would enter the river with the small vessels 
and engage to bring out the English ships. But no, it 
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was not feasible ; — according to the best accounts we could 
get, the British had only five hundred effective men in their 
garrison. Their naval force we knew was only two small 
ships. We had between three and four thousand mihtia, with 
sixteen ships and brigs well armed and manned. It is strange 
that these spirited fellows were kept peaceable so long ; the 
sailors indeed, talked hard of leaving their ships, and under 
a commander of their own choice, pushing forward and storm- 
ing the fort. A single word of encouragement from any of the 
captains in the fleet, would have set them in rapid motion, 
and I have no doubt but they would have succeeded, but we 
had dallied away our time too long : more than thirty days 
had been spent in idleness since our first anchoring, and not a 
single movement made to annoy the enemy. On a fine sum- 
mer's morning, five lofty ships were discovered in the offing. 
All knew who they were, for all had expected them for some 
time ; it was now all hilter skilter. The men from the shore 
were ordered to embark as soon as possible, and the fleet to 
weigh anchor or slip their cables and proceed up the river. 
We were soon under sail with a fair wind. The English 
ships were not more than three miles from us, but the wind so 
favored us, that we kept clear from their shot. As we came 
towards the head of navigation, the Warren frigate grounded, 
was immediately cleared of her men and blown up. The 
other ships soon followed her example, and as fast as they 
could land their men and some stores, set fire to their vessels 
and left them. Our retreat was as badly managed as the 
whole expedition had been. Here we were, landed in a wil- 
derness, under no command ; those belonging to the ships, un- 
acquainted with the woods, and only knew that a west 
course would carry us across to Kennebec ; whereas, there 
were hundreds of the militia that were old hunters, and knew 
the country. Some of these ought to have been detained as 
pilots, and we might all have got through in three days j but 
we had no one to direct, so every one shifted for himself. 
Some got to their homes in two days, while the most of us 
were six or seven days before we came to an inhabited coun- 
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try. I got through on the seventh day, after keeping a fast 
of three days. From Portland, I took passage in the frigate 
Boston^ Capt. Tucker, was treated with much politeness by 
him and his officers." 



NOTE D. 
MUKDER GF YOUNG TAGGART. 

One of the most brutal outrages which the British perpe- 
trated during the invasion, was the murder of one of Judge 
William Taggart's sons at the " Sccunnet farm," in Little 
Compton, in 1779^. Judge Taggart was the owner of a very 
valuable farm in Middletown, five or six miles only from 
Newport. He was a whole-souled patriot, and he would 
never refrain from using all his best efforts to promote the 
cause of freedom, however dangerous or difficult. He disre- 
garded personal safety as well as all selfish views, in his 
conduct, and was like all other true patriots of that day, for 
his country, and nothing but his country. In 1776, a few 
days only after the invasion, a Colonel of one of the Hessian 
regiments took possession of his comfortable mansion for quar- 
ters for himself and retinue, without the least ceremony. The 
Judge submitted to the invasion of his private rights with all 
the grace he could, but his wife and daughters did not thmk 
the head-quarters of a Hessian Colonel a suitable abode for 
them, and moved across the bay to Little Compton. The 
female part of the family being thus out of the reach of Hes- 
sian courtesy, the Judge and two of his sons remained on his 
farm, and enjoyed such privileges as the Hessian was pleased 
to grant him. Under such circumstances it could not be sup- 
posed that he had a very quiet life, yet he made the best of it. 

In 1777, while Spencer's expedition was progressing^ he 
21 
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could not help communicating all the intelligence within his 
power to the American army. This he did through his son 
William Taggart, Jr., who was with Col. Stanton at How- 
land's ferry. He even obtained permission to have a flag sent 
to Col. Stanton for his son to come over to the island, for a 
very different purpose, however, from the real one. Colonel 
Stanton permitted him to go. Young Taggart went over to 
see his father ostensibly, but in point of fact, to obtain all the 
information he could with regard to the British army; its 
strength, its position, &c. This he did at the risk of his own 
and his father's life. 

After the plan of the attack had been arranged, and the 
night appointed by General Spencer, the boats all prepared, 
and the order in which the troops were to embark, arranged, 
young Taggart with about thirty others, by previous agree- 
ment, preceded them in a number of boats. This they accom- 
plished without much trouble, and this was the only party 
that attempted to cross the bay. 

Taggart and his party landed at Black point, captured the 
sentinels, and waited patiently for hours, for the flotillas to 
arrive. But no troops came. In the mean time the British 
had obtained knowledge of his movements, as well as those of 
his father, and they all had to flee the island instanter, or be 
taken and hung as spies. Their flight was successful, and 
they arrived in safety at the American head^quarters. 

But the British, as soon as they found that they had 
escaped, immediately burnt his mansion, and his barns, and 
every building on the farm, cut down his orchards of fruit 
trees, in fact, destroyed every thing they could, which belonged 
to him. They did not dig up the roots of the trees as the 
Turks did at Athens in 1823, but they exhibited an equally 
savage spirit ; and like them, wreaked their vengeance on the 
works of nature and art. 

But it so happened that some time previous to this, the 
" Secunnet farm," so called, in Little Compton, had been sold 
by Col. Thomas Church its owner, to one Sisson, a tory, but 
Sisson had never taken possession, it having been confiscated. 
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In consequence of the severe losses Taggart had sustained, 
the General Assembly granted him the privilege of occupying 
it rent free, as will appear by the following vote, so highly 
complimentary to Judge Taggart as well as exhibiting the jiist 
light in which his meritorious services were regarded by gov- 
ernment. 

December, 1777. 
'' Whereas, this Assembly is informed that the farm and 
appurtenances, in Little Compton, sold by Colonel Thomas 
Church to Gideon Sisson, is still in possession of the said 
Colonel Church, who proposes to give up possession thereof 
soon, and it does not appear that Mr. Sisson has empowered 
any person to take possession of said farm, it is therefore voted 
and resolved, That Colonel William Richmond be, and he is 
hereby empowered to receive the possession of said farm, and 
deliver the same to Capt. William Taggart, on the 25th of 
March next, to improvq the same to his own advantage, to 
support himself and family, rent free. That he hold posses- 
sion thereof, one year or longer, at the pleasure of the General 
Assembly. And that the said William Taggart be, and he is 
hereby empowered to draw £300 lawful money out of the 
General Treasury, for the support of himself and family, the 
ensuing winter, as a gratuity for his suffering and damages 
sustained by his extraordinary exertions in behalf of, and for 
the advantage of this state in the late intended expedition 
against the enemy on Rhode Island." 

In May 1778, General Sullivan appointed William Taggart, 
Sen., commander of the flotilla of boats, with the rank, pay 
and rations of Major. He continued in this command until 
the spring of 1779, when the boat service was terminated. 
William Taggart, Jr. was at the same time appointed a cap- 
tain in the same service, with a captain's pay and rations. 

After the termination of the boat service, the Taggarts re- 
tired to the farm at Secunnet Point, where they resided in 
supposed security, but it was of short duration. The British 
nevisr forgot the father's exertions, his counsel and aid in the 
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intended attack on tbem in 1777, and ikey were determined 
to ca[>l;ure him and his sona at some rf^e on otber^ and murder 
them, if possible. 

It \iras the general practice oi the BritiiA^ when any savage 
or niurderou^ plan was on foot, to hand it OKrer to ^^ Befvgees^^ 
for execution, who generally were more blood- thirsliy than 
themselves, and more cruel, and so it was in this case. 

A few years ago, Capt. Taggart in a biographical sketch of 
his father, published as: account of this attack at Secunnet, 
and we will let the following extract tell the story of the mur*- 
der of his brother, and his own capture, imprisoament and 
escape. 

" Toward the latter part of the: July; following (1779), a 
large party of Refugees from Newport, caine to Little Comp* 
ton, for the express purpose of making prisoners of my father 
and his sons, who were peculiarly obnoxious to the enemy. 
This party landed undiscovered^ although tbe^e was a guard 
kept at the house where we dwelt, an4 sentiaels wer^. stationed 
(HI the shore. Two of the sentinels discovering a boat, hailed 
and fired; but were immediately seized by the enemy, then at 
their backs, widi threats of immediate death for daring to fire* 
We were alarmed at the house by the report of the muskets ; 
and I and my unfortunate brother having armed ourselves, 
were the first to reach the shore, and were instantly made 
prisoners by the enemy, who were in ambush. As they ap- 
peared to be in confusion, my poor brother attempted to es- 
cape, by leaping over a stone wall, and had proceeded some 
distance, when he was fired on, and wounded through the 
thigh. One of the merciless desperadoes pursued and ran him 
through with a bayonet. Although more than half a century- 
has passed since that cruel and savage deed, my blood still 
thrills at the recollection of the tragic scene ! They then took 
four of our party on board their schooner, and lodged us in 
the jail at Newport, which was then used as a provost. I there 
remained as prisoner, for about a fortnight, when with a Capt. 
Benjamin Borden, of Fall River, I made my escape in the fol- 
lowing manner. The prisoners were occasionally permitted 
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to go into the cellar; when we observed that, instead of iron, 
the windows were furnished with wooden bars, which might 
be easily removed with a good knife. But even then, there 
were difficulties to be surmounted, which to persons less deter- 
mined than ourselves, would doubtless have appeared insuper- 
able. Sentinels were placed both In front and rear of the 
prison, and were continually patroling. At the east end of the 
building, there was, and still is a narrow street, communica- 
ting with the front and back streets of the prison. From the 
cellar window by which we escaped, a few steps brought us 
into the street in front, and in view of the soldier, who fortu- 
nately for us, was at that time in the sentry-box, on account 
of the rain which was falling. We had previously selected a 
topic of conversation respecting New York, that we might ap- 
pear to have recently arrived from that place, in order to 
avert any suspicion which might arise in the mind of the 
sentinel, or of any other person whom we might meet. We 
had agreed to walk deliberately, and without betraying any 
signs of fear, and were providentially enabled to pass in the 
twilight, safely through the compact part of the town ; near 
the hay-scales in Broat street, we went into the fields on the 
south east of that street ; and at a short distance from thence, 
without detection, we crossed the lines which enclosed the 
town, although these were strictly guarded. We then at- 
tempted to cross the road, and to steer our course between the 
forts by Irish's and Tammany Hill, in order to avoid the reg- 
iment of Anspach, which was encamped near by ; but as it 
had then become very dark, we soon found ourselves much too 
near for our safety. The darkness however prevented our 
recapture, for as we heard the sound when the guard was re- 
lieved at the fort at Irish's, we, (to use a not unapt metaphor) 
were enabled ** to steer between Scylla and Charybdis." We 
came out into the west road, and having proceeded about eight 
or nine miles towards Bristol Ferry, halted at the house 'df 
Nathan Brownell, who received us with great kindness. 

As the troops at that season of the year, were encamped in 
the fields, it was extremely hazardous for us to visit at season- 
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able hours, those of the inhabitants who were friendly to the 
American cause ; but still greater and apparently insurmount- 
able obstacles opposed any attempt to leave the island, undis- 
covered. As the shores were closely guarded, we could not 
possibly obtain a boat, and our only alternative was to procure 
a number of rails from the fences, for the construction of a 
ra/t, and then to await a proper time for making an attempt 
to escape in that manner. This was truly the most hazard- 
ous part of our enterprise; for we were obliged to launch our 
frail and unseaworthy bark, between two of the nightly guards 
which were stationed on the shore. But the same Providence 
by which we had thus far been so signally favored, still shield- 
ed and protected us. We left the shore with our raff, unper- 
ceived. A thick fog soon came up, and as it was very calm, 
we knew not in what direction to steer. We were all night 
upon, or rather in the water, as our rude bark was not strong 
enough to keep us entirely above the surface; and at day 
break, when the fog passed away, we found ourselves so near 
the island, that we could see the sentinels leaving the shore, 
and were in momentary expectation of being pursued and re- 
taken. We were, however, enabled to continue our course, 
and about an hour after sunrise, we safely landed from our 
sinking raft, on the south point of the Island of Prudence, a 
distance of eight or ten miles from the spot where we em- 
barked. From Prudence, we were taken in a boat, and con- 
veyed to the town of Bristol, and from thence, proceeded to 
our respective places of abode." 



NOTE E. 

Philadelphia,, Sept. 8ih, 
Sunday afternoon Major Norris, Aid-de-Camp to Gen. 
Sullivan, arrived in town with the following letter from the 
General : 

Letter from the Hon. Major General Sullivan to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, dated, 



APPENDIX. 327 

Head- Quarters, Tiverion, Aug. Zlsi, 1778. 
Esteemed Sir, — Upon the Count D*Estaing finding himself 
nnder the necessity of going to Boston to repair the loss he 
sustained in the late gale of wind, I thought it best to carry on 
my approaches with as much vigor as possible against New- 
port, that no time might be lost in making the attack upon 
the return of his fleet, or any part of it to cooperate with us. 
I had sent expresses to the Count to hasten his return, which 
I had no doubt would at least bring part of his fleet to us in a 
few days. Our batteries played upon the enemy's works for 
several days with apparent good success, as the enemy's fire 
from the outworks visibly grew weaker, and they began to 
abandon some of those next us ; and on the 27th we found 
they had removed their cannon from all the outworks except 
one. The town of Newport is defended by two l^nes sup- 
ported by several redoubts connected with the lines. The first 
of these lines extends from a large pond called Easton's Pond, 
near to Tamminy Hill, and then turns off to the water on the 
north of Windmill Hill ; this line was defended by five re- 
doubts in front. The second line is more than a quarter of a 
mile within this, and extends from the sea to the north side of 
the island, terminating at the North Battery ; on the south at 
the entrance by Easton's beach, where this line terminates, is 
a redoubt which commands the pass, and has another redoubt 
about twenty rods on the north ; there are a number of small 
works interspersed between the lines, which render an attack 
extremely hazardous on the land side, without a naval force 
to cooperate with it. I however should have attempted 
carrying the works by storm, as soon as I found they had 
withdrawn their cannon from their outworks, had I not found 
to my great surprise, that the volunteers which composed a 
great part of the army, had returned, and reduced my num- 
bers to little more than that of the enemy ; between two and 
three thousand had returned in the course of twenty-four 
hours, and others were still going off upon a supposition that 
nothing could be done before the return of the French fleet. 
Under these circumstances and the apprehension of the arrival 
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of an English fleet with ja reinforcement 4o relieve the garrison, 
I sent away all the heavy articles that could be spared from 
the army to the main ; also a large party was detached to get 
the works in repair on the north end of the island, to throw 
up some additional ones, and put in good repair the batteri^ 
9A Tiverton, and Bristol, to secure a Tetreat in case of neces- 
sity. On the 28th a council was called, in which it was 
unanimously determined to remove to the north end of the 
island, fortify our camp, secure our communication with the 
main, and hold our ground on the island till we could know 
whether the French fleet would soon return to our assistance. 
On the evening of the 28th we moved with our stores and 
ba^age, which had not been previously sent forward, and 
about two in the morning encamped on Butts' Hill, with our 
right extending to the west road, and left to the east road ; the 
flanking and covering parties still farther towards the water 
on the right and left. One regiment was posted in a redoubt 
advanced of the right of the first line. Col. Henry B. Living- 
ston, with a light corps, consisting of Col. Jackson's detach-^ 
jaaents, and a. detachment from the army, was stationed in the 
east road. Another light corps under command of Col. Lau- 
rens, Col. Fleury and Major Talbot, was posted on the west 
road. These corps were posted near three miles in front ; in 
the rear of those was the picquet of the army commanded by 
Col. Wade. The enemy having received intelligence of our 
movement came out early in the morning with nearly their 
w^h(de force in two columns, advanced in the two roads and 
attacked our light corps ; they made a brave resistance, and 
were supported for some time by the picquet. I ordered a* 
regiment to support Col. Livingston, another to Col. Laurens, 
and at the same time sent them orders to retire to the main 
army in the best order they could. They kept up a retreating 
fire upon the enemy, and retired in excellent order to the main 
army. The enemy advanced on our left very near, but were 
repulsed by Gen, Glover; they then retired to Quaker Hill. 
The Hessian column formed on a chain of hills, running 
northward from Quaker hill. Our army was drawn up, the 



APPENDIX. 329 

first line in front of the works on Bntts Hill ; the second in 
sear of the hill, and the reserve near a creek, and near half a 
mile in the rear of the first line. 

The distance between those hills is about one mile, the 
ground between the hills is meadow land interspersed with 
trees and small copse of wood. The enemy began a cannon- 
ade upon us about nine in the morning which was returned 
with double force; skirmishing continued between the advanced 
parties till near 10 o^clock, when the enemy's two ships of 
war and some small armed vessels having gained our right 
flank and began a fire, the enemy bent their whole force that 
way, and endeavored to turn our right under cover of the 
ship's fire, and to take the advanced redoubt on the right; 
they were twice driven back in great confusion, but a third 
trial was made with greater numbers and with more resolu- 
tion, which, had it not been for the timely aid sent forward, 
would have succeeded ; a sharp conflict of near an hour ensued, 
in which the cannon from both armies placed on the hills 
played briskly in support of their own party. The enemy 
were at length routed, and fled in great confusion to the hill 
where they first formed, and where they had artillery and 
some works to cover them, leaving their dead and wounded 
in considerable numbers behind them. It was impossible to as* 
certain the number of dead on the field, as it could not be ap- 
proached by either party without being exposed to the cannon 
of the other army. Our party recovered about twenty of their 
wounded, and took near sixty prisoners according to the best 
accounts I have been able to collect; amongst the prisoners i» 
a Lieut, of Grenadiers. The number of their dead I have 
not been able to ascertain ; but know them to be very con- 
siderable. An officer informs me that in one place he counted 
sixty of their dead. Col. Campbell came out the next day to 
gain permission to view the field of action, to search for his 
nephew who was killed by his side, whose body he could nd 
get off as they were closely pursued. The firing of artillery 
continued through the day, and the musketry, with intermis- 
sion, six hours; the heat of action continued near an hour. 
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which must have ended in the ruin of the British army had not 
their redoubts on the hill covered them from further pursuit. 
We were about to aitack them in their lines, but the men hav- 
ing had no rest the night before, and nothing to eat either that 
night or the day of the action, and having been in constant 
action through most of the day, it was not thought advis- 
able, especially as their position was exceedingly strong, and 
their numbers fully equal if not superior to ours. Not more 
than fifteen hundred of my troops had ever been in action be- 
fore; I should before have taken possession of the hill they oc- 
cupied, and fortified it, but it is no defence against an enemy 
coming from the south part of the Island, though exceedingly 
good against an enemy advancing from the north end toward 
the town, and had been fortified by the enemy for that pur- 
pose. 

I have the pleasure to inform Congress, that no troops could 
possibly show more spirit than those of ours which were en- 
gaged; Col. Livingston, and all the officers of the light troops, 
behaved with remarkable spirit; Colonels Laurens, Fleury, 
and major Talbot, with the officers of that corps, behaved 
with great gallantry. The brigades of the first line, Var- 
num's, Glover's, Cornell's and Greene's behaved with great 
firmness. Major General Greene who commanded in the at- 
tack on the right, did himself the highest honor, by the judg- 
ment and bravery exhibited in the action. One brigade only 
of the second line was brought to action, commanded by Brig- 
adier General Lovell ; he, and his brigade of militia behaved 
with great resolution ; Col. Crane and the officers of artillery 
deserve the highest praise. I enclose Congress a return of 
the killed, wounded, and missing on our side, and beg leave 
to assure them that from my own observation the enemy's 
loss must be much greater. Our army retired to camp after 
the action, the enemy employed themselves in fortifying their 
camp through the night; in the morning of the 30th, I received 
a letter from his Excellency Gen. Washington, giving me no- 
tice that Lord Howe had again sailed with the fleet, and re- 
ceiving intelligence at the same time that a fleet was off Block 
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Islaiid, and also a letter from Boston, informing me that the 
Count D'Estaing could not come round so soon as I expected. 
A council was called, and as we could have no prospect of 
operating against Newport with success, without the assist- 
ance of a fleet, it was unanimously agreed to quit the island 
until the return of the French squadron; to make a retreat in 
the face of an enemy, equal, if not superior in number, and 
cross a river without loss, I knew was an arduous task, and 
seldom accomplished if attempted ; as our sentries were with- 
in 200 yards of each other I knew it would require the great- 
est care and attention. To cover my design from the enemy, 
I ordered a number of tents to be brought forward and pitched 
in sight of the enemy, and almost the whole army to employ 
themselves in fortifying the camp. The heavy baggage and 
stores were falling back and crossing through the day ; at dark 
the tents were struck, the light baggage and troops passed 
down, and before 12 o'clock the main army had crossed, with 
stores and baggage. The Marquis de LaFayette arrived 
about 11 in the evening from Boston, where he had been by 
request of the general officers, to solicit the speedy return of 
the fleet. He was sensibly mortified that he was out of ac«- 
tion, and that he might not be out of the way in case of action, 
he had rode from hence to Boston in seven hours, and returned 
in six and a half, the distance near seventy miles. He returned 
time enough to bring ofl* the picquets, and other parties which 
covered the retreat of the army, which he did in excellent or- 
der ; not a man was left behind, not the smallest article lost. 
I hope my conduct through this expedition may merit the ap- 
probation of Congress. Major Morris, one of my aids, will have 
the honor of delivering this to your Excellency ; I must beg 
leave to recommend him to Congress, as an officer who in the 
last, as well as seyeral other actions, has behaved with great 
spirit and good conduct, and doubt not Congress will take such 
notice of him as his long service and spirited conduct deserves^ 
I have the honor to be, dear sir, with much esteem. 

Your Excellency's most obedient 

And very humble Servant, 

John Sullivan. 



332 APPENDIX. 

We have already noticed the fact of the American Officers 
entering a protest against Count d'Estaing leaving Rhode 
Island as he did just after the storm, for Boston, and refusing 
to cooperate with General Sullivan In the siege of Newport. 
But we have not stated the difficulties, and bitter feelings 
excited. It would seem the Americans were highly offended 
at his refusal, so much so, that Sullivan in issuing or in pre- 
paring to issue, the orders of the day, caused it to be inserted 
that he had been '' abandoned by the allies." This greatly 
displeased LaFayette, who had refused to sign the protest, 
and he paid Sullivan a visit, and after a rather severe alterca- 
tion. Gen. Sullivan altered or revoked the order. But the 
protest offended d'Estaing, so much so, that he forwarded it to 
Congress with a letter. Congress requested that this protest 
might not be made public, so the difficulties were not generally 
known at the time. 

As in all such cases, no doubt there, was blame on both 
sides. Count d'Estaing had come to Rhode Island with the 
fleet, to cooperate with Sullivan, but he expected his services 
would be wanted immediately on his arrival. But Sullivan 
was not ready. The Count waited several days, and at length 
Lord Howe with an English fleet appeared off the harbor and 
seemed to offer battle. The Count made immediate prepara- 
tion to go out to fight him. This fact being known to the 
American officers, they opposed his going. But the Count 
thought he knew his own duty as well as they, and set sail, 
but was overtaken by the storm. After the storm the Count 
returned, but his fleet had been much shattered. His own 
ship, the Languedoc, had been dismasted, and came very Dear 
being taken by a British 50 gun ship. His fleet being in this 
situation, he determined to sail for Boston to refit. As soon 
as this wais known, the American officers sent a written pro- 
test against it. At this he took offence, but for a Frenchman, 
kept himself remarkably cool. But the difficulties were all 
amicably settled through the influence of Gen. Washington. 

Washington received a letter from LaFayette giving an 
account of the affair, and he wrote three letters on the subject 
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in return, to Gen. LaFayette, Gen. Sullivan, and Gen. Greene. 
Although these letters have been published, yet as they relate 
to events which transpired in Rhode Island, it is proper to 
insert them in this connection. Indeed the sketch of these 
difficulties, and their amicable adjustment would be incom- 
I^ete without them. 

From Gen. Washington to the Mabquis db LaFatette. 

White Plains, Sept, 1778. 
My dear Marquis, — I have been honored with your favor of 
the 25th ultimo, by Monsieur Pontgibaud, and I wish my 
time, which at present is taken up by a committee at Cone 
gress, would permit me to go fully into the contents of it ; this 
however, it is not in my power to do ; but in one word let me 
say, I feel every thing that hurts the sensibility of a gentle- 
man, and consequently, upon the present occasion, I feel for 
you and for our good and great allies the French. I feel my- 
self hurt also, at every illiberal and unthinking reflection 
which may have been cast upon the Count d'Estaing, or the 
conduct of the fleet under his command ; and, lastly, I feel for 
my country. Let me entreat you, therefore, my dear Mar^ 
quis, to take no exception at unmeaning expressions, uttered, 
perhaps, without consideration, and in the first transport of 
disappointed hope. Every body, sir, who reasons, will ac- 
knowledge the advantages which we have derived from the 
French fleet, and the zeal of the commander of it ; but, in a 
free and republican government, you cannot restrain the voice 
of the multitude ; every man will speak as he thinks, or, more 
properly, without thinking, and consequently will judge at 
eflects without attending to the causes. The censures which 
have been leveled at the officers of the French fleet, would, 
more than probably, have fallen in a much higher degree upcm 
a fleet of our own, if we had one in the same situation. It is 
the nature of man to be displeased with every thing that dis- 
appoints a favorite hope, or flattering project ; and it is the 
folly of too many of them to condemn without investigating 
circumstances. 
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Let me beseech you, therefore, my good sir, to afford a 
healing hand to the wound, that, unintentionally, has been 
made. America esteems your virtues and your services, and 
admires the principles upon which you act ; your countrymen 
in our army, look up to you as their patron ; the Count and 
his officers consider you as a man high in rank, and high in 
estimation here and also in France ; and I, your friend, have 
no doubt but you will use your utmost endeavors to restore 
harmony, that the honor, the glory, and mutual interest of the 
two nations may be promoted and cemented in the firmest 
manner. I would say more on the subject, but am restrained 
for the want of time, and therefore shall only add, that with 
every sentiment of esteem and regard, I am, my dear 
Marquis, &c. 

From Gen. WAsmNOTON to Major Gen. Sullivan. 

Head- Quarters^ White Plains^ \st Sept^ 1778. 

Dear Sir, — The disagreement between the army under your 
command and the fleet, has given me very singular uneasi- 
ness ; the continent at large is concerned in our cordiality, and 
it should be kept up, by all possible means, consistent with 
our honor and policy. First impressions, you know, are gen- 
erally longest remembered, and will serve to fix, in a great 
degree, our national character among the French. In our 
conduct towards them we should remember that they are 
people old in war, very strict in military etiquette, and apt to 
take fire, when others scarcely seem warmed. Permit me to 
recommend, in the most particular manner, the cultivation of 
harmony and good agreement, and your endeavors to destroy 
that ill-humor which may have got into the officers. It is of 
the greatest importance, also, that the soldiers and the people 
should know nothing of the misunderstanding, or, if it has 
reached them, that ways may be used to stop its progress and 
prevent its eflects. 

I have received from Congress the enclosed, by which you 
will perceive th^ir opinion with regard to keeping secret the 
protest of the general officers : I need add nothing on this head. 
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I have one thing, however, more to say : I make no doubt but 
you will do all in your power to forward the repair of the 
count's fleet, and render it fit for service, by your recommen- 
dations for that purpose to those who can be immediately in- 
strumental. I am, dear Sir, &c. 

From Gen. Washington to Major Gen. Greene. 

Hecul- Quarters J White Plains, Sept. Ist^ 1778. 
Dear Sir, — I have had the pleasure of receiving your seve- 
ral letters, the last of which was of the 22d of August. I have 
not now time to take notice of the arguments that were made 
use of for and against the Count's quitting the harbor of New- 
port and sailing for Boston : right or wrong, it will probably 
disappoint our sanguine expectations of success ; and, what I 
esteem a still worse consequence, I fear it will sow the seeds 
of dissension and distrust between us and our new allies, unless 
the most prudent measures are taken to suppress the feuds and 
jealousies that have already arisen. I depend much upon 
your aid and influence to conciliate that animosity which I 
plainly perceive, by a letter from the Marquis, subsists between 
the American officers and the French in our service ; this, you 
may depend, will extend itself to the Count, and to the officers 
and men of his whole fleet, should they return to Rhode Island, 
unless, upon their arrival there, they find a reconciliation has 
taken place. The marquis speaks kindly of a letter from you 
to him on the subject ; he will therefore take any advice com- 
ing from you in a friendly light; and, if he can be pacified, 
the other French gentlemen will of course be satisfied, as they 
look up to him as their head. The Marquis grounds his com- 
plaint upon a general order of the 24th of August, the latter 
part of which is certainly very impolitic, especially consider- 
ing the universal clamor that prevailed against the French 
nation. 

I beg you will take every measure to keep the protest entered 
into by the general officers from being made public. The con- 
gress, sensible of the ill consequences that will flow from the 
world's knowing our differences, have passed a resolve to that 
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purpose. Upon the whole, my dear Sir, you can conceive my 
meaning better than I can express it; and I therefore fully 
depend upon your exerting yourself to heal all private animos- 
itiea between our principal officers and the French, and to 
prevent all illiberal expressions and reflections that may fall 
from the army at large. 

I have this moment received a letter from Gen. Sullivan, of 
the 29th of August, in which he barely informs me of an ac- 
tion upon that day, in which he says we had the better, but 
does not mention particulars. I am, &c. 

In the summer of 1849, the writer reeonnoitered the battle 
ground on Rhode Island, to ascertain any interesting facts 
which might be within the recollection of any of the old in<- 
habitants in the neighborhood ; and in his researches, he call- 
ed at the house of Mr. Seth Anthony, an aged " Friend," who 
now lives on the farm where the battle took place, and always 
lived ia the neighborhood. 

From him he gathered no little information, and from ques- 
tions which the writer put to him, he received a few days af- 
terwards the following reply, which deserves a place in these 
sketches. 

Portsmouth, Oct. 13th, 1849. 
To Benjamin Cowell, 

Pf^ovidence, 
Respected Friend, — In answer to thy questions I have to 
say, that I was about twelve years of age at the time of Sulli- 
van's expedition against the British, and lived with my father 
on the west road on the Island, about two and a half miles 
from Bristol Ferry, lived there all the time the British were 
in possession of the Island, and I have now, although eighty- 
two years of age, a distinct recollection of most of the events 
that took place, at least in our neighborhood. The battle on 
the 29th of August, 1778, took place on the farm on which I 
now live, which is a little to the westward of the house where 
my father lived ; there had been skirmishing all day, but the 
principal fight was a little northward of ** Anthony's Hill." 
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Before the American troops came on the Island, the British 
had fortified Butts' Hill, one of their Generals (Smith) quar- 
tered at my father's house, the Hessians quartered in the 
Friends' Meeting-house, on " Quaker Hill." After General 
Sullivan came on, the enemy retreated towards Newport, and 
I recollect <3en. Greene took up his quarters at my father's 
house. When the enemy came hack on the 29th, while Gen. 
Greene was eating his breakfast, our house-maid said to him, 
the British would have him; he observed very cooly "he 
would eat his breakfast first ; " after he had done he went to 
his troops. During the day some Hessians entered our house, 
and plundered every thing they could, — they took my father's 
silver knee-buckles ; I saw one of them take hold of my father 
and demand his money and threatened his life, but he did not 
get it ; my father had about two thousand dollars in gold and 
silver, but he had taken the precaution to bury it under an old 
stone wall. The Hessians also searched my mother's pocket, 
turned it inside out, but there was no money in it. 

My father and mother were "Friends," and we all kept si- 
lence as to our political opinions. I remember Gen. Greene 
once observed that his mother was a Friend, and was opposed 
to his going into the army, but she said " if he would go, to 
be faithful." There appeared to be fighting all day, some- 
times one side would drive the other and then be obliged to 
retreat. 

But so far as I could judge, the main armies did not fight. 
It appears to me the events of that day will always be fresh 
in my recollection. 

I also remember the great storm some days before the bat- 
tle, I never knew so severe a storm before; it lasted several 
days, and did a vast deal of damage. 

The day after the battle the Americans all left the Island. 

And I also distinctly recollect that the day after the fight 
the British were determined to burn all the houses in our neigh- 
borhood, and would have done it if the Americans had not 
left the Island that night,— we had this information from the 
British officers. Seth Anthony. 

22 
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NOTE F. 

GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 

The early military history of LaFayette is so interwoven with 
feelings of gratitude, love and respect in every heart capable 
of appreciating transcendent moral worth, that we are confi- 
dent our readers will enjoy further extracts from Mr. Adam's 
Oration on his life and character ; and more especially because 
this history is closely connected with many interesting events 
that transpired in Rh6de Island, in 1778. General LaFayette 
was ordered by the commander-in-chief of the American 
armies to repair to Rhode Island, to aid General Sullivan^ in 
expelling the enemy from Newport. 

He entered upon this duty with all that youthful ardor and 
chivalrous spirit which he had exhibited the year preceding at 
the battle of Brandy wine. The love and desire of rendering 
efficient service in the cause of human rights, was so perfect 
in his bosom, that it cast out all fear of danger in its most 
ghastly forms. In his bosom the love of glory was great, but 
the love of doing good was greater. It may be said as America 
never produced but one Washington, so France never gave 
birth to but one LaFayette, ^^par nohiU fratrum^^ such as the 
world will never perhaps " look on their like again." 

When Gen. Sullivan moved on to Rhode Island with his 
army. Gen. LaFayette established his head-quarters at a 
house on the ** east road," which leads from Bristol ferry to 
the stone bridge. The old house is still standing, and we never 
pass it without a feeling of respect, for its once having given 
shelter to such a noble, disinterested and self-sacrificing patriot. 
Here quartered the friend of America, the man who left the 
splendor of a court, to bare his arm in the cause of Republican 
freedom, to establish that form of government which would 
secure the greatest good to the greatest number of his fellow 
beings. What an example for the princes and nobles of the 
old world ! 
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To the westward of this old house, near the " west road," 
on the Island, was the battle ground on the 29th of August ; 
and near the battle ground was Gen. Greene's quarters, and 
further on towards Newport, was General Sullivan's at a 
house but a short distance to the northward of '' Quaker 
Hill." Here they all were, with their men, ready and wishing 
to " rush to glory or the grave," to support the cause they 
had put on their armor to defend. 

"We pause one moment," says Mr. Adams in his oration, "to 
enquire what was this cause of North American Independence, 
and what were the motives and inducements to the youthful 
stranger to devote himself, his life and fortune to it 

" The people of the British colonies in North America, after a 
controversy of ten years' duration, with their sovereign beyond 
the seas, upon an attempt by him and his Parliament to tax 
them without their consent, had been constrained by necessity 
to declare themselves independent, — to dissolve the tie of their 
allegiance to him, — to renounce their right to his protection, 
and to assume their station among the independent civilized 
nations of the earth. This had been done with a deliberation 
and solemnity unexampled in the history of the world, — done 
in the midst of a civil war, differing in character from any of 
those which for centuries before had desolated Europe. The 
war had arisen upon a question between the rights of the peo- 
ple and the powers of their government. The discussions, in 
the progress of the controversy, had opened to the contempla- 
tions of men the first foundations of civil society and of gov- 
ernment. The war of Independence began by litigation upon 
a petty stamp on paper, and a tax of three pence a pound 
upon tea; but these broke up the fountains of the great 
deep, and the deluge ensued. Had the British Parliament the 
right to tax the People of the Colonies in another hemisphere, 
not represented in the Imperial Legislature ? They aflSirmed 
they had : the people of the Colonies insisted they had not. 
There were ten years of pleading before they came to an 
issue; and all the legitimate sources of power, and all the 
primitive elements of freedom, were scrutinized, debated, 
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analyzed, and elucidated, before the lighting of the torch of 
Ate, and her cry of havoc upon letting slip the dogs of war. 

" When the day of conflict came, the issue of the contest was 
necessarily changed. The People of the Colonies had main- 
tained the contest on the principle of resisting the invasion of 
chartered rights, — first by argument and remonstrance, and, 
finally, by appeal to the sword. But with the war came the 
necessary exercise of sovereign powers. The Declaration of 
Independence justified itself as the only possible remedy for 
insufferable wrongs. It seated itself upon the first foundations 
of the law of nature, and the incontestable doctrine of human 
rights. There was no longer any question of the constitutional 
powers of the British Parliament, or of violated colonial char- 
ters. Thenceforward the American nation supported its ex- 
istence by war ; and the British nation, by war, was contending 
for conquest. As, between the two parties, the single question 
at issue was Independence, — but in the confederate existence 
of the North American Union, Liberty — not only their own 
liberty, but the vital principle of liberty to the whole race of 
civiUzed man, waus involved; 

i^ * * * ^ m *^ 

* * But as in the firmament of heaven that rolls over our heads, 
there is, among the stars of the first magnitude, one so pre- 
eminent in splendor, as, in the opinion of astronomers, to 
constitute a class by itself; so, in the fourteen hundred years 
of the French Monarchy, among the multitudes of great and 
mighty men which it has evolved, the name of LaFayette 
stands unrivaled in the solitude of glory. 

*'In entering upon the threshold of Ufe, a career was to open 
before him. He had the option of the Court and the Camp, — 
an office was tendered to him in the household of the king's 
brother, the Count de Provence, since successively a royal 
Exile and a reinstated king. The servitude and inaction of a 
Court had no charms for him ; he preferred a commission in 
the army, and, at the time of the Declaration of Independence, 
was a captain of dragoons in garrison at Metz. 

* # :^ * * * # 
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''Yon bare before yon the canse and tbe man. The self- 
devotion of LaFayette was two-fold. First, to the People, 
maintaining a bold and aeemingly desperate struggle against 
oppression, and for national existence. Secondly, and chiefly, 
to tbe prinaples of their Declaration, which then first unfurled 
brfore bis eyes tbe consecrated standard of human rights. To 
that standard, without an instant of hesitation, he repaired. 
Where it would lead him, it is scarcely probable that he him- 
self then foresaw. It was then identical with the stars and 
stripes of the American Union, floating to the breeze from the 
Hall of Independence, at Philadelphia. Nor sordid avarice, 
nor vulgar ambition, could point his footsteps to the pathway 
leading to that banner. To the love of ease or pleasure noth- 
ing could be more repulsive. Something may be allowed to 
the beatings of the youthful breast, which make ambition 
virtue; and something to the spirit of military adventure, 
imbibed from his profession, and which he felt in common 
with many others. France, Germany, Poland, furnished to 
the armies of this Union, in our revolutionary struggle, no 
inconsiderable number of officers of high rank and distin- 
guished merit. The names of Pulaski and DeKalb, are num- 
bered among the martyrs of our freedom ; and their ashes 
repose in our soil side by side with the canonized bones of 
Warren and of Montgomery. To the virtues of LaFayette, a 
more protracted career and happier earthly destinies were 
reserved. To the moral principle of political action, the sacri- 
fices of no other man were comparable to his. Youth, health, 
fortune ; the favor of his King ; the enjoyment of ease and 
pleasure ; even the choicest blessings of domestic felicity, — he 
gave them all for toil and danger in a distant land, and an 
almost hopeless cause ; but it was the cause of justice, and of 
the rights of human kind." 

General LaFayette was bom Sept. 6th, A. D. 1757, at the 
castle of Chavaniac, in Auvergne, and but a few months after- 
wards, his father was killed in the battle at Minden. So far 
as'^birth, parentage, wealth, powerful relations and connections 
were concerned, all were in his favor. In addition to which, 
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he married a daughter of the most distinguished family ia 
Prance. The house of Noailles, into which he married, in 
point of wealth, in rank and reputation, stood next to the 
Bourbons. He grew up in the midst of affluence, surrounded 
by all those circumstances calculated to lead a young man to 
inglorious ease and pleasure. But the mind of LaFayette 
took a different course. He spurned the pleasures of the Court, 
and embraced that profession, which of all others, is best cal- 
culated to develope the chivalry of the soul. Nor was the 
path to glory in his native land his choice. He fled to America 
to espouse that cause of freedom and human rights which he 
seemed called of Heaven to defend. The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence of the '^ Congress of Rebels," the news of which he 
first learned at a banquet given by his relative to the Duke of 
Gloucester, in the garrison at Metz, opens to him the path of 
true glory. In the wars of conquest and ambition which the 
Bourbons had made upon surrounding nations for centuries, 
he saw nothing but the ^' lust of the eye and the pride of life " 
at which his soul revolted. But he drank in the great truths 
in the Declaration of Independence, with these he sympathized 
with his whole heart. These truths touched a chord in his 
breast in harmony with his own views, and at once he deter- 
mines through good and evil report to risk all to defend them. 
He leaves behind him the splendor of a Court, rich and pow- 
erful connections and relations, and one to whom he had been 
united in marriage but a few years before, dearer to him than 
his own soul. 

We might speculate on the causes which led to this deter- 
mination, causes, which were felt, but perhaps secret, not 
known even to LaFayette himself. His determination to em- 
brace the cause of American freedom was, we will not say, 
fortunate, (for we are no fatalist), but providential. He em- 
braced it at the time when it was at its lowest ebb. During 
the whole struggle for Independence, there was no one month 
in which that struggle appeared so desperate as December, 
1776 ! Yet on the seventh of this month, LaFayette agrees 
with Silas Dean, the agent of the United States in France, to 
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enter their service. At that time the American army had been 
reduced to a '^ handful of men" by the expiration of the 
times of their enlistment, when in fact, Col. Lippitt's regiment 
of Rhode Island was the main stay of the army. The time for 
which this was raised, did not expire until Jan. 18th, 1777. 
[But notwithstanding the desperate situation of the American 
army, two battles were fought at the close of this year at 
Princeton and Trenton, with the most brilliant success, which 
seemed to revive the almost perishing hopes of the country]. 
Must the offered services of LaFayette at such a time be con- 
sidered fortunate or accidental 7 No ! say rather it was more 
consistent to consider them providential^ that they were directed 
by no human power, but, more in accordance with that pro- 
tection which the Almighty will always deign to grant to 
those nations who honestly struggle to establish such principles 
of human government as were set forth in the Declaration of 
Independence ! LaFayette was but one of his honored instru- 
ments to establish those principles. Notwithstanding it may 
be true as remarked by Mr. Adams in the preceding extract, 
" that in the fourteen hundred years of the French Monarchy, 
among the multitudes of great and mighty men which it has 
evolved, the name of LaFayette stands unrivaled in the soli- 
tude of glory," it is also true that during that long period the 
people of France never undertook to establish a form of 
government founded intelligently and supremely on the '^ sov- 
ereignty of man." Notwithstanding she has produced her 
great men in Church and State, she never produced a John 
Locke, or a John Milton to enlighten the masses on the prin- 
ciples of government : A Thomas Jefferson or John Adams to 
embody those principles in form fit for a practical use ; or a 
George Washington to maintain them, and even her own son 
LaFayette had to flee his country to assist in their establish- 
ment. 

As soon as LaFayette arrived in this country, he applied to 
Congress for the fulfillment of the agreement which Mr. Dean 
had made with him. But Mr. Dean had made similar agree- 
ments with so many, that Congress could not carry them into 
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execution without injustice to the American officers. La- 
Fayette then offered to ^erve as a volunteer and without pay. 
Such disinterested and noble conduct could not be resisted, 
and on the 31st of July, 1777, Congress passed the following 
Resolve, — 

'' Whereas the Marquis de LaFayette, out of his great zeal 
for the cause of liberty, in which the United States are en- 
gaged, has left his family and connections, and at his own 
expense come over to offer his services to tbe United States, 
without pension or particular allowance, and is anxious to 
risk his life in our cause. 

Resolvedj That his service be accepted, and that in consid- 
eration of his zeal, illustrious family and connections, he have 
the rank and commission of Major General in the army of the 
United States." 

LaFayette having been permitted to join the army, we will 
introduce some further extracts relative to his conduct as a 
General, from Mr. Adam's oration on his life and character, 
delivered before both Houses of Congress, which cannot but 
be agreeable to our readers. Mr. Adams says,— 

" The day after the date of his commission, he was intro- 
duced to Washington, Commander-in-chief of the armies of 
Confederation. It was the critical period of the campaign of 
1777. The British army, commanded by Lord Howe, was 
advancing from the head of Elk, to which they had been 
transported by sea from New York, upon Philadelphia. Wash- 
ington, by a counteracting movement, had been approaching 
from his line of defence, in the Jerseys, towards the city, and 
arrived there on the 1st of August. It was a meeting of con- 
genial souls. At the close of it, Washington gave the youthful 
stranger an invitation to make the head-quarters of the Com- 
mander-in-chief his home ; that he should establish himself 
there at his own time, and consider himself at all times as one 
of his family. It was natural that, in giving this invitation, 
he should remark the contrast of the situation in which it 
would place him, with that of ease, and comfort, and luxu- 
rious enjoyment, which he had left, at the splendid Court of 
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Louis the XYL, and of his beautiful and accomplished, but 
ill-fated Queen, then at the very summit of all which consti- 
tutes the common estimate of felicity. How deep and solemn 
was this contrast ! No native American had undergone the 
trial of the same alternative. None of them, save LaFayette, 
had brought the same tribute, of his life, his fortune, and his 
honor, to a cause of a country, foreign to his own. To La- 
Fayette the soil of freedom was his country. His post of honor 
was the post of danger. His fireside was the field of battle. 
He accepted with joy the invitation of Washington, and re- 
paired forthwith to the Camp. The bond of indissoluble 
friendship, — the friendship of heroes was sealed from the first 
hour of their meeting, to last throughout their lives, and to live 
in the memory of mankind forever. 

" It was, perhaps, at the suggestion of the American Com- 
missioners in France, that this invitation was given by Wash- 
ington. In a letter from them, of the 26th of May, 1777, to 
the Committee of Foreign Afiairs, they announce that the 
Marquis had departed for the United States in a ship of his 
own, accompanied by some officers of distinction, in order to 
serve in our armies. They observe that he is exceedingly 
beloved, and that every body's good wishes attend him. They 
cannot but hope that he will meet with such a reception as 
will make the country and his expedition agreeable to him. 
They further say that those who censure it as imprudent in 
him, do nevertheless applaud his spirit; and they are satisfied 
that civilities and respect shown to him will be serviceable to 
our cause in France, as pleasing not only to his powerful 
relations, and to the Court, but to the whole French nation. 
They finally add, that he had left a beautiful young wife, and 
for her sake, particularly, they hoped that his bravery and 
ardent desire to distinguish himself would be a little restrained 
by the General's (Washington's) prudence, so as not to permit 
his being hazarded much, but upon some important occasion. 

" The head-quarters of Washington, serving as a volunteer, 
with the rank and commission of a Major General without 
command, was precisely the station adapted to the develop* 
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ment of his character, to his own honor, and that of the army, 
and to the prudent management of the country's cause. To 
him it was at once a severe school of experience, and a rigor- 
ous test of merit. But it was not the place to restrain him 
from exposure to danger. The time at which he joined the 
Camp, was one of preeminent peril. The British Govern- 
ment, and the Commander-in-chief of the British forces, had 
imagined that the possession of Philadelphia, combined with 
that of the line along the Hudson river, from the Canadian 
frontier to the city of New York, would be fatal to the Ameri- 
can cause. By the capture of Burgoyne and his army, that 
portion of the project sustained a total defeat. The final issue 
of the war was indeed sealed with the capitulation of the 17th 
of October, 1777, at Saratoga, — sealed, not with the subjuga- 
tion, but with the independence of the North American Union." 
# # ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

" Perhaps one of the highest encomiums ever pronounced of 
a man in public life, is that of a historian eminent for his pro- 
found acquaintance with mankind, who, in painting a great 
character by a single line, says that he was just equal to all 
the duties of the highest offices which he attained, and never 
above them. There are in some men qualities which dazzle 
and consume to little or no valuable purpose, — they seldom 
belong to the great benefactors of mankind, — they were not 
the qualities of Washington or of LaFayette. The testimonial 
offered by the American Commander to his young friend, after 
a probation of several months, and after the severe test of the 
disastrous day of Brandywine, was precisely adapted to the 
man in whose favor it was given, and to the object which it 
was to accomplish. What earnestness of purpose ! what sin- 
cerity of conviction ! what energetic simplicity of expression ! 
what thorough delineation of character ! The merits of La- 
Fayette, to the eye of Washington, are the candor and generos- 
ity of his disposition — the indefatigable industry of application 
which, in the course of a few months, has already given him 
the mastery of a foreign language, good sense, discretion of 
manners — an attribute not only unusual in early years, but 
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doubly rare in alliance with that enthusiasm so signally mark- 
ed by his self-devotion to the American cause ; and, to crown 
all the rest, the bravery and military ardor so brilliantly man- 
ifested at the Brandywine. Here is no random praise, — no 
unmeaning panegyric. This cluster of qualities, all plain and 
simple, but so seldom found in union together, so generally in- 
compatible with one another, these are the properties eminent- 
ly trustworthy, in the judgment of Washington ; and these are 
the properties which his discernment has found in LaFayette, 
and which urge him thus earnestly to advise the gratification 
of his wish by the assignment of a command equal to the rank 
which had been granted to his zeal and his illustrious name. 

" The recommendation of Washington had its immediate 
effect ; and on the 1st of December, 1777, it was resolved by 
Congress that he should be informed it was highly agreeable 
to Congress that the Marquis de LaFayette should be appoint- 
ed to the command of a Division in the Continental army.*' 

In the year 1824, Gen. LaFayette made a visit to the United 
States as the " guest of the nation." He received a most en- 
thusiastic welcome. Perhaps on no occasion were ever more 
ardent or purer feelings of love, gratitude and respect mani- 
fested than on this. There was no restraint. Every heart 
partook of the pleasure and manifested its feelings in a thou- 
sand different ways; old and young, rich and poor, all pressed 
forward to see the man who was so generous, noble, and self- 
sacrificing in the darkest hour of our revolutionary struggle, 
as to fly to our assistance and to peril his life, his fortune, and 
every thing held dear, to sustain the cause of liberty and in- 
dependence ; and not only to see, but to take him by the hand 
and assure him how much they were gratified by his visit. 

He arrived in Providence, on the 24th of August, — the mu- 
nicipal authorities having previously made arrangements for 
his reception and entertainment during his stay. He was re- 
ceived by the Governor of the state at the Senate Chamber in 
a suitable manner. 

A most thrilling incident took place as he passed up the 
steps in front of the State House : he had scarcely reached the 
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platform under the portico, when an old veteran and compan- 
ion in arms, Capt. Stephen Olney, the officer who distinguish- 
ed himself so heroically at the storming of the redoubt at York- 
town, (a brief account of which we have given the reader in 
the preceding pages) met him and saluted him. LaFayette in- 
stantly recognized him, and threw his arms around his neck 
and kissed him like a child. The meeting of these two friends, 
so cordial and affectionate, after a separation of nearly fifty 
years, can better be imagined than described. It caused tears 
of sympathy and joy in every eye. LaFayette's visit in Provi- 
dence was necessarily short, and from thence he proceeded to 
Boston. 

So long as gratitude can be felt, so long will the name of 
LaFayette be remembered by every friend of civil liberty. 



NOTE Q. 
COL. JOHN TOPHAM. 

This officer was first appointed a Capt. in the Army of Ob- 
servation, in Col. Church's regiment, in 1775, and he wasr 
among those who marched from Cambridge, in September of 
that year, through the wilderness to Canada, under Col. Ben- 
edict Arnold in the Canada expedition. We have already 
noticed the sufferings which the officers and soldiers met with 
in their march, in our biographical sketch of Major Simeon 
Thayer. They were intense ; as much as human nature could 
endure, and from a perusal of the journals of Captain Topham 
and Captain Thayer, it is a matter of surprise how they suc- 
ceeded in getting to the place of their destination ; and it was 
no less so to the British garri^son at Quebec. Had an army 
descended from the clouds, they would hardly have been more 
astonished than they were at the arrival of these troops under 
Col. Arnold. 

We have the journal of Capt. Topham, from which we will 
make two or three extracts, beginning Dec. 31, 1775, the day 
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on which Gen. Montgomery was killed, and the American 
anny made prisoners of war. This journal contains a longer 
list of the killed and wounded and prisoners than Major Thay- 
er's. It is however so worn out and mutilated that the greater 
part is illegible. 

EXTRACTS. 

Dec. 31*/, 1776. At 10 o'clock we surrendered ourselves 
prisoners, after they promised us good quarters, and after an 
engagement of five hours. 

The names of the oflSicers killed, wounded and taken : — 

Killed, — The brave General Richard Montgomery, Capt 
Cheeseman, Capt. Hendricks, Aid-de-Camp McPherson, Lieut. 
Humphrey, and Lieut. Cooper. 

Wounded and taken Prisoners. — Capt. Hubbard, who died, 
Capt. Lamb, Adjutant Steel, Lieut. Tisdale; Lieut. Col. Green, 
Major Meigs, Major Bigelow, Capt. Morgan, Capt. Ward, Capt. 
Topham, Capt. Thayer, Capt. Hanchett, Capt. Goodrich, Capt. 
Dearborn, Capt Lockwood, Lieut. Heth, Lieut. Brewen, Lieut. 
Moody, Lieut. Compston, Lieut. Webb, Lieut. Humphreys, 
Lieut. Brown, Lieut. Shaw, Lieut. Savage, Lieut. Slocum, 
Lieut. Andrews, Lieut. Clark, Adjutant Philbegery, Lieut. 
Thomas, Lieut. Hutchins, Lieut. Nichols. Volunteers. — Capt 
Osweld, Mathew Duncan, John McGuyre, Charles Porterfield ; 
Quarter- Master Chatlin. t 

We were first carried to the * then to the seminary, 

where they provided for us straw bed mattrasses, blankets, &c., 
which made our situation very comfortable ; here I spent a 
sorrowful night 

Jan. Istj 1776. Here we spent a solitary new year's day, 
as every thinking man must have done in our situation, as 
confinement must be disagreeable to every true son of liberty. 

April 12th. The answer was brought by Major Carlton 
that we might walk in the garden. This is the first time I 
have set my feet on the ground for the space of four months 
and twelve days. Two transports arrived with part of the 
forty-seventh regiment. 

13th. We were visited by Major McKindsy, Captain of the 
Lizard, frigate, and an old oflicer who has been wounded dif- 
ferent times, — his name is Lizet, and by behavior a polite man. 
We have this day been indulged more than common ; we can 
walk up and down stairs as often as we please. A brig hove 
in sight and came to off Beauport, on account of the tides be- 
ing against her. 



^ Illegible. 
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lAik. About 9 o'clock, the Isis, 60 gun ship, hoisted on her 
main-top-gallant-mast head a broad pennant, she was saluted 
by every ship in the harbor. A frigate went down the river. 
Col. Meigs weijt out with Dr. Maybeu, about getting Mr. Mun- 
ro to supply, and returned again. He has obtained the Gen- 
eral's consent of going home upon his parole. 

Capt. Topham ranked high as an officer, and as soon as he 
was exchanged he was appointed a Lieut Col. in the Rhode 
Island Brigade of State troops, and after the resignation of 
Colonel Barton, a full Colonel, and he commanded a regiment 
until the Brigade was disbanded. After this event, he repre- 
sented the town of Newport, to which he belonged, in the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State, and was a useful member of that 
body. He has been dead many years. 



ADDENDA. 

We have already, in the preceding pages alluded to a cor- 
respondence between Gen. Sullivan and Gen. Pigot, soon 
after the conflagration of Bristol and Warren, respecting the 
prisoners that were taken on that occasion by the British, 
and carried to Newport. 

General Sullivan took a right view of the treatment of 
prisoners ; a view that was subsequently adopted by Congress, 
after the murder of Col. Haynes by Lord Rawdon. There 
seemed, indeed, no other mode of preventing brutal treatment 
of American prisoners but that of putting in force the law of 
retaliation. There was a kind of monomania among the Brit- 
ish, characterized by brutality toward them. They disre- 
garded the laws of war entirely, and spared neither age or 
eondition. Among the prisoners taken on this occasion were 
several old men, too old to bear arms, and yet they were torn 
from their families and homes, carried down to Newport, and 
placed in confinement. If they had been taken in " arms," 
the case might have been different, but they were peaceable 
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old citizens. It was such conduct that provoked the Ameri- 
can commander to give the British General such a wholesome 
castigation. We are now at peace with Great Britain, and of 
course, adopting the old maxim, '^ enemies in war and in 
peace, friends," we ought to overlook their misdeeds; but 
more than one generation must pass away before their cruel- 
ties will be forgotten. The law of kindness requires us to 
forgive injuries, but it does not require impossibilities : it 
does not require us to forget them. Great Britain adopted 
and pursued a wrong course to conquer this country. Had 
she yielded to a sense of justice in the beginning of the 
troubles, adopted a rule of action in accordance with the ac- 
knowledged privileges and immunities of British subjects; 
repealed her unjust laws, which bore so heavily upon her 
colonies, at the time they besought her with so much earnest- 
ness and loyalty, a separation would have been avoided, at 
least, for a season. But there was too much Saxon blood in 
these colonies to submit to degradation and injustice. 

Had Gen. Pigot been satisfied with the destruction of the 
boats at Kickamuet, which had been carried to that place for 
safety, which it was supposed was the great object of the ex- 
pedition, the act would have been justifiable, according to the 
rules of war ; but to bum and destroy the dwellings of unof- 
fending and peaceable inhabitants, to pillage and plunder 
their property, and to carry them into captivity, were outra- 
geous and barbarous acts, not one grade higher in civilized 
warfare than that of the Saracen. 

When Rhode Island was first invaded, in 1776, Earl Percy 
commanded the British troops, but unlike his ancestors who 
figured so conspicuously in the border wars between England 
and Scotland, he was not fond of fighting, and sailed for 
England early in 1777. (He belonged to a very chivalrous 
and ancient family. William De Percy, the progenitor of the 
house of Percy, was a companion in arms of William the 
Conqueror, and in after times, Henry Percy, a descendant, 
acquired the lands in Northumberland, which then became 
the county to which the Percys belonged. The present 
Dukedom was created not many years before our Revolution, 



352 APPENDIX. 

and to this, Earl Percy succeeded not many years after he 
went home, and retired from the English army. He lived as 
Duke of Northumberland, to an advanced age.) His succes- 
sor in command at Newport, was Gen. Prescott. His story has 
already been told in these pages. He was captured by Col. 
Barton, and Gen. Robert Pigot succeeded, and he ought to have 
been captured together with all his army, and would have been 
had Count D'JEstaing done his duty and cooperated with 
Sullivan in his expedition, in Aug. 1778. 

Gen. Pigot, in his answer to Sullivan, took for granted, some 
things which were not true. Some of the prisoners which he 
took were too old to bear arms, even by the laws of this 
State, as it then was ; nor was it true that they had been en- 
gaged in Spencer's expedition the year preceding. But even 
if they had, they were not soldiers in arms, at the time they 
were taken. They could not, therefore, with any propriety 
be considered as " prisoners of war " more than women or 
children, and the commissary of prisoners could not have 
exchanged them as such, by the regulations respecting ex- 
changes at the time. But the British had been in the prac- 
tice of treating all *^ rebels " as prisoners^ whether taken in 
arms or not ; nay, in the beginning of the contest had sent to 
England, hundreds to be tried for rebellion, and would have 
done it, but for fear of the " lex talionis." 

The whole crew of the Brigantine Washington, fitted out 
in 1775, by order of the Commander-in-chief, to cruise against 
the enemy and to intercept supplies going to Boston for their 
troops, were actually taken to England, thrust into prison and 
there kept for trial. The British Parliament having already 
passed a law authorizing such transportation, or at least, had 
new vamped an old one, passed in the reign of Henry the 
eighth, ** that colonists may be transported to England and 
tried there, upon accusations of treasons and misprisims, or 
concealment of treasons committed in the colonies." And by 
another act, such trials were actually directed to be had. It 
was the fear of retaliation only, that prevented these old acts 
of the British Parliament from being carried into efiect. 
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